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With the EVENTS of the Period, (rOf!:l1154 to 1216. 


In "which the cnara'éìer of THO:M AS A BEe K E r is vindicated from 
tne Attacks of GEOR GE LORD LYTT]q:.TON
 


Ut 'nihi/11Îmiè, nihil nf/ì v.erè dicatur. 
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TO 


THE RIGIIT HONOtTRABLE 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


SIR, 


JUST emerged from the view of times, 
to which modern vanity has imputed a 
peculiar darknefs, it was natural, I íhould 
turn my eyes to the living charattcrs of 
this if1and, that, by cornparifon, I migh t 
eftablilh their relative cxcel1ence, ,yeighing 
manners with' manners, and men \vith 
men. That the refult '\4as fa vourable to 
my OVln days, it is unneceífary to fay. 
Yet then there were fiatefmen of great po- 
litical fagacity; patriots to \vhom their 
country \yas dear; foldiers \vho nobl
" 
fought her battles; and churchnlen of diî- 
interefied virtue. The candor of your 
ßlind will readily admit ITIOre than this. 
And \\?here I have exhibited the imperfeEt 
fiate of things, particularly of our poJiticaJ 
government, I trufi, your kno,\?le-dge of 
the fubjeél \\,ill jufiify the fiatenlent, and 
clear me from the charge of an unfounded 
theory. 
It is on Runnemede, Sir, that I wiG} tù 
meet you, the facred field of liberty! And 
jf you but approve the fpirit '''.lith which I 
led the barons to it, I ilia}) think my labour 

a<;been ff'paid. But whatever may have 
A 2 been 
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been my enthufiafm, I was patient, I 
knov.?, in the enquiry, and accurate to a 
fcrupulous precifion. On that fpot, where 
the language of flattery 
Tould not find ut- 
terance, I !hall be permitted to fay, that 
there Ii ves one modern patriot at leafi, in 
competition \i\'ith whom, the barons of 
thofe days were but puny men. Nature 
endo\ved him with fplendid talents, and 
bleffed him with a heart, comprehenÍÌve, 
generous, manly, and fincere. His talents 
he gave to his country, and his heart to his 
friends. Animated by a laudable anlbition, 
and the love of generous praife, \ve have 
feen him the darling of th
 people; and 
as the tide of royal favour flo\ìVed, we 
have feen him in the pofTeffion of power, 
and íharing in the duties of a mighty em- 
pire. But neither to power, nor party, 
nor wealth, nor the fmiles of favour, have 
We feen him facrifice the great interefis of 
}10oour and integrity. True to this level, 
he deemed no preferment ","orth the fur
 
render of charaéter; or thought that the 
fame of a fiatefman flood in need of infin- 
cere profeffions, l.od the frothy tefii mo- 
nies of duplicity. On a late occaíìon, 
when it was vainly clamoured that danger 
threatened the confiitution, \ve beheld that 
fame patriot, folicited even by thofe ''\Tho 
had been his enemies, corne forV\iard the 
avo\ved champion of unrefirained tolerati- 
on, and of the facred rights of confcience. 
It 
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". 
It has, for forne time, been the fafhion 
,'rÌth courtiers, and with priefis, and ,vith 
men of irritable minds, \vhom forne jea- 
Iou fy, perhaps, has \'
arped, to decry the 
politics of France, as originating in the 
bafeft defigns, and as fupported by mea- 
fures, which tyranny only, and the \\"orft 
paffions of the heart can patronifell This 
is not the language of cool difcernment, 
lvhich weighs the procefs of events \vhile 
they proceed, through inevitable confuÍÌon 
and the firife of jarring interefis, to a con- 
fummation, it may be prefumed, that !hall 
fecure the rights of men, break the arm of 
defpotifrn, and give liberty to millions. 
The darknef
 which clouds the view will 
be diíIìpated, as the teeming plan {hall be 
developed. But this filay be aiferted, that, 
had the counfe!s of f uch rnen been lifiened 
to as I have mentioned, the mad career of 
John had never been refified; no Magna 
'Charta had graced the annals of the thir- 
teenth century; and the confiitution of 
thefe realms, by bold and re.iterated efforts, 
had not yet been formed. We are in pof- 
fefiìon, Sir, of your fentiments, ever dic- 
tated by the fame free, unvarying, and 
comprehenfive vie\'Ts. 
But even in this ií1and, Sir, exifts a pro- 
fcribed fociety, \vhom neither popular ha- 
tred, nor the malevolen.ce of bigotry, nor 
the rigour of perfecuting fiatutes, have 
been able to annihilatell Their ancefiors 
\ 
,vere the men \vho once brought glory and 
fre.edom 


v 
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freedom to the land; their principles gre\v 
with its growing greatnefs, cementing 
the political fabric as it rore; and their 
church was, for age5, as it is now fiyled, 
its eífential and indi{Iòluble partner. This 
fociety, as the Harm, they truft, is over, 
looks ardently to the refioration of their 
rights, and to the com.mon privileges of 
men. But they are withheld; and a 
wretched policy fiill diðates, that the prof- 
perity and firength of Britain thall depend 
on the difunion of its members, and that 
partial favours iliall beft fecure the good- 
'\vill of alL Sir; it is referved, perhaps, for 
you, when the country íhall again poífefs 
your fervices, to remove the fiaÎn of into- 
lerance from l1er name, and yourfelf to 
become, what to a great mind is the nc- 
bleft triumph
 the protettor of the oppreíf- 
cd, and the refiorer of the infulted honour 
of the Engliíh Catholics. 
With the greateft refpea, 
I am, Sir, 
Your moil obedient, 
And humble fervant, 


JOSEPH BERINGTON. 


Ojèott., r.eaT B:rminghar:. 
April 6, 1 790.. 
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TH E Hiflory I no\v offer to the public
 
may be confidered in one fenfe, as a con- 
tinuation of the Hiflory of the Lives of 
Abeillard and He/oi/a, \vhich I publifhed 
in the year 1787; for the general events 
are conneé1ed, and proceed uninterrupt- 
edly from the clofe of that period. At the 
end of the Preface to that work, I raid: 
" My hiftory breaks off at a moft brilliant 
"and important epoch. It is, when 
" Henry Plantagcnet had jufi mounted 
" the throne of England) when his diífen- 
" tions were foon to begin with Becket, 
" when Frederic Barbaroffa was in Ger- 
" many, \vhen Alexander III. was at 
" Rome, and \vhen the general arpet\: of 
" Europe feemed to promife events, great 
" and interefiing. The period has alrea- 
" dy been ably treated; but íhould the 
c, public favour encourage me, perhaps I 
" nlay be ten1pted again to review it." 
The public favour did encourage me, and 
I pro1ècuted my deíìgn. But I could not 
then calculate the labour that ,vould at. 
tend it Ho\vcver, in my former re- 
fearches
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fearches, having acquired fome knowledge 
of the manners and of the general charac- 
ter of the times, I V\Tas not in the forlorn 
iìtuation of a traveller \vho is thrown on a 
difiant land, to whom the language of the 
inhabitants, the country, and all its \Nays, 
are firange and inextrica bIe. My fources 
of information, befides, were amplell 
In reading the bifiory. of Henry II. as 
given by modern \vriters, I had, many 
years before, remarked, ,vith what afpe.- 
rity they [poke of Becket, archbiíhop of 
Canterbury, and of his controverfy with 
that king. I Jike\vife k.ne\v, bo\v highly, 
ãt the fame time, the charatter of that 
prelate was 'venerated in . my O\ìVn church. 
.rhat truth \yas never found in the extreme 
of any quefiion, I ,,"as avvare; and it ,,\Tas 
Iny V\ T ií1l to bring the fubjetl to a fair dif- 
euffian, and to be jufi. If I ha ve 110t been 
fa; forne unto\,-ard circulnfiance of my 
mind, \vhich I could not command, has 
led me into error.-Sül11etimes I have been 
forry, that I had not confined myfeIf folely 
to the life of Becket.. I eould then have 
taken a \yidcrvlewof it, and have brought 
fOf\tvard, in fo {hart a period, manv inci- 
dents and anecdotes, vvhich '\vould have 
throvvn additional light on the times. But 
the greater events of hifiory eoalefce better 
,vith kiobs and fiatefLl1en; and as they, 
to the negJeQ of more interefiing matcrials
 
!1aVe filled the pages of our ancient \tvriters. 
\ve. collctt then1 ,;vith lcfs labour.-Havin
 
comp]eted 
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completed the reign of Henry, in a much 
1horter cornpafs than I had expeéled, the:, 
natural conneBion bet\veen him and his 
fans led me on to the two fucceeding 
reigns. And, the concomitant charatlers 
and events of the period, as far as I could 
admit them, ferved, all along, opportunely 
to break the narration, and to relieve it. 
I rnufi nO\iV acquaint my reader with the 
fources from which I drev\7". 
On the affairs of England, I confnlted 
William of Mallnibury, '-William of Ne\v- 
borough, Ralph de Diceto, Gervaf
 of 
Canterbury, Roger de Hoveden, Girald 
of Wales or Cambrenfis, GeofFry Vinfauf, 
Matthe\v Paris, the Chronicles of Mailros, 

nd of Walter. Hemingford, and the An- 
nals of Margan, of Burton, and of Wa- 
verIey. 
Willian2 0/ 111nbnßury, a monk of that \
./illian) 
abbey in Wiltlhire, Ii ved under Henrv I. of IVlaI n1C. 
and Stephen. Of his life little is kn(;\vn bury. 
but what himfelf has recorded; but his 
\vritings, by their elegance of Hyle and 
accuracy, have given imnlortality to bis 
name, and rendered it dear to the lovers 
of Engliíh hifiory. Robert, EarlofGlou- 
cefier, the natural fan of that Henry, and 
the Mccenas of the age, "vas the protec- 
tor of this learned monk; and to hirn 
he dedicated his t\""O principal \\"orks. 
" Which," fays Leland, " as often as I take 

'into Iny hand, I am compeHed to ad- 
"lnire the c}iligence of the man, \vho

 
" reading 
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" reading had been vail; the felicity of 
" his dié1ion, \vhich could imitate the 
" beft originals; and the foundnefs of his 
" judgment * ." His general hifiory of 
England (De Gejlzs RegU1Jl Anglorum) is 
in five books, fron1 the arrival of the Sax- · 
ons, in 449, to the 26th of Henry I. 
I 126 : l1is modern hifiory (Hifioriæ No- 
vellæ) in two books, from tha t year, to 
I 14-3: and a hifiory of the Engliíh church 
in four books. Thefe Sir Henry Saville 
publilhed an. 1596. The titles of his 
other ,,,arks are various. A faithful and 
animated tranílation of the above bifio- 
ries \vQuld be \veII recei ved, I think, by the 
pu blic. 
William lf71ïliam of NewbGrough, in Latin Neu- 
of New- brige1ýìs, was a monk in the abbey of thdt 
borough. name in Y-orkíhirc now the feat of the 
, 
noble family of Beìlafyfe. He was born 
in I 136, and lived to fee the end of the 
century. Among his 'ì\-
orks the nloil: va- 
luable is the hifiory of England, (Reruln 
Anglzcarum) in five books, from the con- 
quefi: to I 197, the eighth year of kin
 
Richard, which extenÍÌ ve knowledge of 
the fubjeét, veracity of narration, proper 
arrangement, and uncommon purity of 
, language, have rendered highly efiimable. 
I have fometimes fiyled him the rnoft phi- 
Jofophical of the nlon kiíh \vritcrs; for I 
í'1\V in him an bODen love of truth, 
 dept:h 
of 
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of obfervation, and a boldnefs of refleéìion 
"vhich the fubfervient fpirit of the cowl 
could not ftifle. His fevere ftrittl1res on 
the fabling Geoffry of Monmouth have 
excited the difpleafure of fame ancient 
Britons and of Leland *; and Pitts dares 
to queftion his general veracity, becauîe, 
on forne occaÍÌons, he too freely patronifed 
the civil meafures of the fiate t. The 
above hiftory was publiíhed by Hearne in 
three volumes 8vo. 1719- Mine is a.. Ger- 
roan edition in folio. 
Radulphus de Dic
to, dean of St. Paul'S,Ralph de 
contemporary with Henry II. and his fons,Diceto. 
wrote two hifiories of this country, one a 
mere abridgment (Abbreviationes chroni- 
corum) from 589 to r 197, and the other 
(r magines hißoriorum) frotJ"l I 14-9 to I 199, 
the firfi of king John. From his rank in 
the church, and the various bufinefs in 
which he was employed, Radulphus \vas 
well qualified to record the tranfaétjons, 
particularly of his OVID times, and he has 
done it '
lith accuracy and truth. His 
faßs feern judicioufly feleéted, and the) 
are arranged with perfpicttity; and his 
narration, without being very correa, or 
elegant, or minute, Qf flowing, proceeds 
with manlinefs and candour. I have ob- 
fervcd that he, as \vell as other writers of 
the age, were wen acquainted \\.ith the 
charatlers and great Qccurrences of other 
countries, 


· lb. p. a o .3. 
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countries, which they have carefully tranC- 
mitted. The titles of the works of Radül- 
phus are numerous; and his two hifiories, 
as jufi defcribed, were publiíhed by Sir 
Roger Twyfden in his colleaion of tell 
writer s, an. 1652. 
Gervafe Gervafius, a monk of Chrifichurch in 
of Can- Canterbury, was coeval ,\ivith the Iafi 
7rí- 
bury. ter. I-lis works are a G'hronicle of Engliíh 
hifiary from I I 
2 to the end of the reign 
of Richard, the Lives of the archbifhops of 
Canterbury from Auftin to 1205, and a 
Treatife on the defiruétion by fire, and the 
rebuilding of the cathedral of Chrifichurcb, 
\vhich himfelf witneffed.-In the writings I 
L- 
of Gervafius is much curious information, 
and they are difpofed with great chrono- 
logical precifion. But on the tranfatlions 
of the church, and particularly tho[e, in 
\vhic11 he was perfonally interefied, the 
difputes between his monafiery and the 
archbiíhops, he dwells with a - difgufiing 
prolixity. General events are well told, 
and fometimes with a circumílantial mi- 
nutenefs, which an accurate obferver onlv 
could ha ve detailed. His defcription of th.c 
rebuilding of Chrifichurch is a valuable 
piece. The fly le of Gervafius has no flo\v- 
crs; but it is not 10\"", or obfcure, or lan- 
guid. l-lis works are in the Ja.ft mentioned 
coIIeéliQn. 
Roger de Roger de Hoveden, or de Ho\vden, ,va6 
Hovcdenodomefiic chaplain to Henry II. and \vas 
employed by hinl in the tranfatlion of ma- 
ny 
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l1Y important concerns, being, from early 
application, particularly {killed in the ca- 
non and civil law. After the death of his 
nlafier he retired, and corn piled his Annals 
of Enp"lií11 hii1ory, from 73 I, when Bede's 
hifiory clofes, to 1202) a work replete with 
various matter, and written with an accu- 
racy that furprifes. In recording events, 
he not only notes the years, but the 
months, the days, and fometimes the hours 
'\vhen they happened. "If to veracity," 
fays Leland, "the firO: quality of the hif- 
" torian, Roger had joined forne little of 
" Rotnan elegance, he would have borne 
" off the palm without a rival :}f." But 
that he negle.Bed. Hence his' fiyle is 110- 
venly, his phraièology often fcripturaI, 
And his narration Ioofe, unconneéted, and 
void of order. He is accufed of having pi- 
rated his materials from the hifiories of Si- 
meon of Durham, Henry of Huntingdon, 
and the abbot of Peterborough, authors of 
reno
vn, and the lafi his contemporary. 
The charge, jn its full extent, is not jufi ; 
for he relates many things of which hitn- 
felf had been witnefs. In the reign of Ed- 
ward I. when his claim to the fovereignty 
of Scotland "'''as litigated, the libraries of 
England were ordered to be [earched, and 
the annals of Hoveden 1:eing found \vjth 
other hiflorit:s, on their fiatement of prior 
faéls was the proud pretenfion afcertainedt, 
that 
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that is, in the opinion of the Engliíh mo- 
narch and his court. The Annals are in 
the colleétion of Sir Henry Sa ville. 
Giraldus Giro/dus Cambrenfis, defcended from no- 

:e
fis. ble ancefiors, was born near Tenby in 
Pembrokeíhire. With much felf--cornpla- 
cency, and with a vanity which'has been 
feldom equalled, himfelf has related his 
firfi education under his uncle, the bií110p 
of St. David's; his application to fiudy; 
his great fame, as a rhetorician, in the 
fchools of Paris; his preferments in the 
church; his labours to fave the fouls of 
his countrymen, who negletled to pay the 
tithes of their cheefe and wool; his pro- 
motion to the archdeaconry of Brecon and 
to the fee of St. David's, \vhich t11e difin- 
clination of Henry II. would not permit 
him to occupy; the further profecution of 
learning, in the laws and theology, at Pa- 
ris, \vhcre his fame outwent the mofi ex- 
alted praife; his being called to the court 
of Henry, appointed his chaplain, an,d 
preceptor to prince John, and his journey 
with the youth into Ireland; his progrefs 
through Wales with Baldwin, archbiíhop 
of CanterbDry, ''\There they preached the 
crufade, and his Latin fermons drew tears 
of extacy from the liftening crowdã of 
Welíbmen; his better profpe8s at the ac- 
ceffion of Richard, as the Iafi king would 
not reward virtues and abilities ,""hich he 
Was compelled to admire; his refuÍÌng the 
bifnoprics of Bangor and Landa
 having 
fixed 
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lxed his heart on the fee of St. David's; 
his retiring (as the afpett of public affairs, 
during the abfence of the king, prÐmifed . 
no fuccefs) to Lincoln, ,vhere, for fix 
years, he heard the leaures of William de 
Monte in theology, and compofed many 
works; his fecond eleélion to the fee of St. 
David's, \vherein he was again oppofed by 
the primate Hubert, involved in difficulties, 
forced at a great expenee, to make three 
journeys to Rome, and at laft defeated; 
his withdrawing from the \vorId, where, 
in a fiudious privacy, he [pent feventecn 
years *. Such, from his own defcription, 
was the life of Giraldus, a man of un- 
common aBivity, endowments, and leacn- 
ing.-In the long cata10gue of his "yorks, 
the principal are the Topogrf1plJ)' of Ireland, 
drawn from aélual {urvey, but which, 
with fame interefi
ng information, is 
crowded with tales of ftrange events and 
appearances :- The çonquefl of Ireland in 
two books, which, though too partial to the 
Engliíh name, is a produaion of great va- 
lue :-And the Itinerary of Wales, con- 
taining a defcription of that country and 
its inhabitants, of which ma-ny parts are 
highly curious.-The fiyle of Giraldus is 
affeaed and uneq\1al. He took delight in 
drawing charaéters, and in reporting the 
fpeechcs of his heroes, after the manner 
of 


! GiraJ. Camb, de rebus a fe gefiis ap. AngL Sacr. 


xv 



PRE F ACE. 
of the ancients; but he \vas not aware 
that the clumfy imitation betrayed his 
,veaknefs and \vant of claffical tafie.-Mr. 
Camden colletled the works, I have men- 
tioned, VJhich lvere printed, with others, 
at Francfort in 1603. . 

i:
f


. Geqlfry Fïnifalvu.r, a poet and hifiorian, 
Jived under Richard and John, the firfi of 
,vhonl he accompanied into Paleítine, and 

;hofe expedition and exploits he record- 
ed. This is the Iter Hierojò!Jmlianlim in 
fix bòoks. The biographers of Vinfallf, 
even Leland, fpeak of his accompliíh- 
ments, and the admirable fiyle of his 
,vorks, in a manner that has furprifed 
me. So laboured to me in his dié1:ion, 
that it raifed difguft; his dull narrations 
tired me; and I could not gi ve credit to 
his fiatement of fatts, vvhich a romantic 
fancy feemed always to have magni- 
fied, and often to have invented.- The 
Iter of Vinfauf is in Gale's coIleétion, an. 
I 6
7. 
1Ll
thew Matthew Paris, a monk of ,St. Alban's, 
r a flS. h I . d . 1 . f H I I I 
VI a lve In t le reIgn 0 cnry . 


rote t\,
O hifiorie5 of England, the HiJlo- 
ria A1q;or frol11 the conquefi to r 259, and 
the Hijloria Minor, \vhich is an abridg- 
ment of the former made by himfelf;o 
:Nlatthew is defcribed as an univerfal fcho- 
Jar, and 'he feems to have merited the 
praife. His hiftories are an inefiirnablt: 
treafure, for their accuracy, their inde- 
pendent 
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pendent and free fpirit, and their exten- 
1Ìve information. But the fiyle is heavy 
and inelegant; and a weak credulity. in- 
troducing idle tales, too often breaks and 
difgraces the interefiing narration. He 
fa\v the abufive pretenfions of Rome, and 
boldly cenfured them.-Of thefe works 
many editions have be
n given. 
 
The Chronicle de Maz1ros, a monaf-Chron.icle 
tery on the banks of the Tweed, was of Mal1- 
written by various hands, and containsros. 
the annals of the Scottiíh kings from 735 
to 1270; but it alfo records forne events 
which interefi the Englifh hiftorian.- The 
Chronicle is in Gale. 
Walter Hemingfòrd, a canon regu- Walt.er 
lar of Gilliorn in Yorklhire, publi{bed
ednng- 
a Chronicle of Englifh hifiory from the or · 
con'queíl to the death of Henry III. 1272. 
His faBs are moftly drawn from other \vri- 
ters.- The work is in Gale. 
The Annals de Margan, or Morgan,Anna1sof 
an abbey in Glamorganíhire founded by Margan. 
the famous duke Robert in I 14-7, con- 
tain a very fllccinét account of the affairs 
of this country from the conquefi to 
1232, but [neh as are not all found in 
the lTIOre voluminous writers.- They are 
in Gale. 
The Annals of Burton, written by anAnnalsof 
unknown author a monk of that abbey Burton. 
, 
 
in Staffordíhire, profefs to open with the 
year 1034-; but it is not till the reign of 
VOL. I. b Richard, 
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Richard, that they enter into any detail 
From this ye,\r î 189, they exhibit much 
curious' matter, and proceed to 1263, or 
the latter _years of Henry III. Matthew 
Paris and this author were, probably, con
 
temporaries; and their hiftories confirm
 
and throw mutual light on 1 each other. 
The annals are in Gale. - . 
Annals of The Annals. if If/averley are another 
::"er-. anonym?us c?mpilation, written, as it 
Y a ppears, by a f ucceffion of monks. They 
begin with the conquefi, the author of 
which pftrt profeffes. that he had feen 
William and been in his court. The nar- 
råtion then goes on, with much firnpli- 
city and apparent candour to:11291, the 
nineteenth year of Edward I. Waverley 
was"'J Cifiercian abb
y in Su:rey.- Thefe 
annals are alfo in Gale. 
- . Froln there copious fou rc
s, as other 
'

riter
 had done, I colletted the principal 
materials. But I feldom confulted lVlat- 
thew ofWeftminfier, who in his Chronicle 
fro.01 Adam to the ft:ign of Edward II. as 
far as he could, has abridged Matthew 
Paris; nor the Crronicle of John Bromton 
fro'm 588 to _I 19 8 , 'a writer of much more 
Fcent date 
han the lail year announces, 
and the trarifcriber of Hoveden in near- 
ly aU that is itl1portant; nor the Compzla- 
tion of Henry Knignton, de eventibus Ang- 
liæ, from the reign òf Edgar to 1395, the 
Jail years 'òf Richard II. a valuable hif- 
. torian, 
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torian, but who, having lived at fa late 
3. period, could add no \veight to the tef- 
timony of\. more contemporary authors. 
The tv\?oJafi are in Twyfden.-It was not 
my willi "to fwell the line of references 
with 
n 1Jnneceífary difplay of names. 
So alfo, as I only looked for the moil au- 
thentic documents, I was fatisfied with 
thofe which approached nearefi to the 
times, and only fought other aid as it be:.. 
came neceífarv. The reader will there- 
fore notice 
h
t I do not quote Matthew 

aris, till the other fources were exha uft- 
ed, and .his åuthórity, as the events came 
nearer _-to" him; grèw. The method, I 
thought, ,":ould beft conduce to the efta- 
bliíhment of hifioric truth-:'. 
I tn fiating the controverfy between 
Henry and the primate, and in my relation 
pf... the-latter's life, I found the authors, I 
-ha v
 menti?ned, abundantly informing. 
Them I copied, and the four contempo- 
'Lr,!ry writers, Herbert de Bofeham, WiI- 
]jam of _Canterbury, John of Saliíbury, and 
..the abbot Alan, whofe relations are pre- 
fixed to the colleaion of the extenÍÌ ve 
-correfpondence on the fubjeB:, and the 
letters themfelves. No portion of hifiary 
:is. fo ri
hly fupplied \vith materials as this. 
: T
e biography is in three books, \vritten. 
\yith too' partial' an inclination to the pri- 
mate and his caufe; and. the letters in 
five. Thefe âre from various correfpon- 
b 2 dent
, 
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dents, the greateR men of the age, and are 
an invaluable mo.nument of its learning, 
its politics, and its tafte
 They were pub- 
]ilhed from a MS. in the Vatican library, 
by Chrifiianus Lupus, at BruffeIs, an. 
1682. 
To the moderns I am not much indebt. 
ed; for poffeffing the original V\Triters 
themCelves, I wi1hed to be guided by them 
alone) and to feel no foreign influence. 
OccafionaHy, however, 1 looked into Ra- 
pin, and Hume
 and the Hifiory of Henry 
II. by George Lord Lyttelton. 
Of Rapin the far moil valuable part are 
the notf! by his tranflator Tindal. The 
,\york itfelf is a bafe compilation, which 
has marred the beauty of Engliíh flory, 
and led many 
Triters, who have been 
fatisfied to copy him, into an endlefs maze 
of errors. Sore from ill-ufage, as he jufily 
deemed it, and his expulfion from France, 
Rapin fought to revenge the injury on all 
its monarchs, mifiating their views and 
politics: he vilified the religion of Rome 
-and the charat1ers of its minifiers, from 
bigotry and abfurd attachments to his new 
faith: and in relating the tranfaétions in 
England, he was partial and unjufill On 
all occafions, the unf('unded fuggefiions of 
his oV\Tn mind, and loofe furmifes are pre- 
fented, for the genuine fiatements of the 
ancient chroniclers, whom he dares to 
quote. Unfortunately, I have faid, the 
f pi ri t 
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fpirit of this man has been transfufed intQ 
,other pens, through a lboufand chan- 
nels. 
Even Mr. Hume, I fear, ,","as fometimes 
content to tranfcribe from Rapin, when 
the beft originals lay open before him. 
But the philofopher's fame rofe not fraITl 
the firft volumes of his hifiory, which, ( 
trufi, I may be permitted to fay, are ip- 
difiina: from compreffion, and fometirocs 
inaccurat
J perhaps, from the fame caufe. 
He feems to hav
 finiíbed them as a talk, 
which had not engaged his he
rt, or rouf- 
ed the energies of his mind. 
Lord Lyttelton's hiflory is a valua ble 
compilation) which the fcholars of future 
days \vill confult. The lailitude I have 
felt in its perufal, only faid that th
\ digref- 
ÍÌons were too long and frequtot J and 
that the fio y, which never ends, wanted 
life and interefi. It is a treafure of know
 
ledge, replete with much truth and accu- 
rate defcription. But I have to complain 
that his partiality for Henry permitted him 
not to fee difiintUy, even \vhen the me- 
dium "ras mofi ferene, and that the hOrrQT 
if popery, which in forne is a real malady, 
had difordered his judgment. The [nind 
which is oppreffed by this difea
, 1hould 
not be al10wcd to enter on the difcuffion 
of eccleÍÌafiical matters, particularly at 
fuch a period as was that of Henry II. 
His notions alfo of a lin1ited prerogati ve, 

nd 
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and of a parliamentary reprefentation, 
were drawn from -a theory which the fatts 
of hifiory'did not efiabliíh. ,^!hat elfe I 
have to objeét to the noble author iliall be 
nlentioned in its place. 
My authorities for the general -hifiory, 
which accompanies that of England, were 
the beft I could procure.-In the concerns 

f France, which all along are conneé1ed 
with our o\vn; our own hifiorians fup- 
plied ampl
 inforn1ation; and to them 
\vere joined a few chronicles, and anlong 
the moderns, Mezeray, Daniel, and the 
prefident Henault. ' 
In . Rating the affairs of Germany, Si- 
- cily, and Lombardy, I was happy in be- 
ing able to recur to Muratori, the iIIuf- 
- trious librarian of Modena, whofe volumes 

. of univerfal literature are themfelves a 
. library. His Annali d'Italia prefent every 
thing, from the original authors them- 
- felves, which the mofi fcrupulous hifio- 
rian may defire. I was, befides, in poffef- 
1Ïon of the Chronicle of the abbot of Ur- 
fperg, and of the Life of Frederic Barba- 
raffa, by Otho de Freifingen his uncle, 

nd of an Abridgment of German þifiory 
- by PeefFeI. 
 
The Annals of Baronius and the HiJlory 
of Fleury vrere the authors I confulted 011. 
the affairs of the church. Too much can- "- 
not be faid in praife of either. Baroni1.lS 
gives you ample extratts from the beft au- 
thors, 
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thors, (for
 the' treafure
: of thè Vaticàn 
were all open to him,) on which the wri- 
ter may form his own judgment, unbiäf- 
fed by the partial and courtly views of the 
Roman' cardinal. Unfortunate]y' his re- 
fearches end with tbe y
ar I 19 8 , -änd J as 
yet'the-' learnied have but {hewn thèir 
weaknefs, ïn attempting to cont!nue his 
I labo,urs. Baronius, however, it lTIufi be 
own 1 ed, was credulous; he wanted critical 
fcience, which 
rhen he 'Ii ved, vIas but in 
. ... .. ...... 
its infan
y; and his love of conttoverfy 
led him into difquifitions, whi
h bre-ak 
, unpleafantIYn the 

re3:
 of hifiory" -= He 
. died in r'707.-0f' th
. 
erits of Fleùry 
o I bave elfe
here fpoken *; and-rca'n add 
" that, the more I have cOlnpared hitn with 
the o
iginal \v
iters, tbe greater' has - been 
my. admi
ation- of his uncommon aceura- 
cy ànd fcrupulous precilion.. 
This account, though impe
feÇ1
 of the 
authors I had -by me, will, I hope, give 
forne' fatisfaß:ion. 
 It will prove at leaft 
that my. materials were' not defcétive:- 
;: 0 1 ' Should it bel. aíked, why I did not extend 
I my refearches into the hifiories of Spàin 
and other kingdoms, and unite their 
- J. . I." . .. - -. 
events with thore I ha ve record.ed? .. I can 
'r .reply, that .it was not my plan to 'write a 
. general,þìfiory of the 
p,eriod,. and that I 
I willied only to bring forw'ard fùcti
 'matters, 
!!"' 
- as 
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as were either imm
diately conneéled 
with the concerns of 
ngland, or fueh as 
might ferve, by their importance, to give 
relief and variety. On a larger fcale thaQ 
this, the hifiory itfelf of England, which 
I viewed as the prominent and central fi- 
gure, would have been thrown back on 
the fcene, or have b
en over\vhelmed in 
the acc
mulation of objeBs. 
How the work itfelf, agreeably to the 
pJan I laid down
 has been executed, mull 
b
 lef
 to the j
dgment 9f an equitable 
public. I can only fay that, as far as my 
abilities reached, they have been uniform- 
ly exerted. The f
bjea certainly is in- 
terefting, particularly the reign of IIenry, 
and mo
e pi1rticuJarJy the reign of John, 
over the principal events of which, thore 
that lead, through Magna Çharta, to the 
da\vn of liberty, I have thro\vn, I think, 
fome new light. I am well aware, that 
the taík I undertook was ardo'Us, and that 
on a fubjeét, fo generally underfiood, I 
expof d myfclf to cenfure. 
By fOJ\I1e I iliall be accu fed of bigotry, 
and of fe.eing with popiíh eyes: while 
others, perhaps, may charge me with a 
freedom of, thought, bordering on incre- 
dulity, and with a want of veneration for 
facred perfons and facred things. In this 
difcordance of opinions, I íhaU rnyfelf be 
difpofed to conclude, that I have fortu- 
nately 
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,nately avoided the extrerpes, in which. 
alone l.ies error. 
To the reader, as he proceeds, two ob- 
fervations \vill occur, \vhich I willi here 
to anticipate by remarking, I. That I en- 
deavoured, as far as the great complication 
of occurrences would permit, to give to . 
each its proper place, whereby confuÍÌon 
might be avoided, and each year would 
me....afure its o\vn events. The arrange- 
ment, I have no doubt, ,viII be admitted 
in theory. But then the confequence 
has been, that the narration has fome- 
times taken the broken form of annals, 
which to thofe who only read for amufe- 
ment, or who only Jook for unity of defign 
and parts nicely joined, may prove offen- 
five. This defeß, if it be one, 

ill be 
found to occur, where the years are thin 
of occurrences, or the under-parts have 
been various and independent; for the 
main aéìiQn, I hope, 

iH throughout ap- 
pear uniform and never broken without 
defign. Whatever may be thought by 
others, I adopted the meafure from a con- 
viétion of its "Utility, and from having ex- 
perienced that want of difiina arrange- 
ment in other writers, which generates 
confuÍÌon, and difiraé1s the mind. With- 
out any reg
rd to dates, they leave many 
occurrences behind them, which they bring 
'Up at certain periods, as a mafs of infor- 
mation can be bell formed, and \vith the 
fame 
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fame view they can anticipat
 o
 .futurity. 
I wiíhed that my reader, upÀer each 
year, might fee the fel:jes of its ev
nts.- 
In the IntroduBion only. I wa
 neceffitated 
to depart from this order, and.. t.9. f;on
a: 
into a point many antecedent tt:anfattions, 
fróm' the circumfiance of the reigns of 
'. thofe princes, whofe hiftory 
I meant to e- 
view, having comn1enced at different pe- 
i rioas. I could then from Book I. proceed 
regularly. On fame, other occafi..onß, 
x- 
pedÍency prompted 
 violation of ipy r\lJe ; 

 for" I had not tied myfelf irreyocably to 
the rigid trammels of a cbrQn icIer. 
2. · I muß: notice t h.
 .dramatic fiile, 
. which I have fedulQufly. adopted, when- 
lever the original writer had hi (l1felf ,ufed 
it, a'nd at other_ times, whe.n th
 narra- 
tion; froom its circumfiantiaJ qetail, au tho- 
rifed the licence.. Thu
 whep tqe olá 
writer related, l that fueb 1 things were faid 
in converfation or at inte{vi
_ws, I f01J1e- 
times - took the liberty to make the 
perfoos fpeak for themfelves', as, on the 
occafion itfelf, they certai nIy_ hap dqne. 
This {tile of narration, praétifed' 
by the 
beft models in r the fchools of ancient 
Greece "and, Rome, hås given to. t
eir 
writings that interefting. charm" wQich 
captivates; which infenfibly_tranfports the 
reader into tbe campa.fiY. of their heroes 
" and fages,
 obliterating'
 þy a momentary 
magic, the difiance of years, and the con- 
fcioufnefs 
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fcióufnefs of' prefent' exifienc
'. I- had 

 not al wa ys f ueh noble' perfohages to. pre- 
[ent; but to fuch, 
s" they' were I wâs..defÌ- 
J rOllS to introduce iny reader,: that h
 mj'ght 
.-witnéfs 'their" manner5
' and heat, their 
blunt and unadorned difcourfe. Th
 me- 
t thod has, at"leaft; the ad vantage of ctiver- 
fifyi.ng a long f\ory ; and' as ìn'more-moqern 
times, fpeech has nof been'lefs ufed} than 
it was of yore, '1Vhy {hall a fiil.e be. reje
t- 
ed, ,,,hiçh approaches nearefi to COOlman 
life, and.which the anci
nt& praaifed with 
f u cce fs ? .' I I 
When I began my work,. I thought I 
íhould have been able to interfperfe, "yith 
forne effeét, ob[ervations on the'1nonnrrs, 
the arts, and, th
' learning òf. the per.iod; 
but I was fil0ll fenfible, tlîat tþe minute 
digreffions, . ,vhicb could not \ coalefce 
aptly ,vit
 the general flory, \vould either 
feem mifplaced, or Ibe loft in .the 
olljng 
-torrent of ,var a'nd. politics': I therefore 
referved them for 
 a difiinét 
diíferf

jon, 
which forms Appendix I.-It þere becoJ}1es 
me to acknowledge my obligations to Dr. 
Iienry, who in his .hifiory of Englë:j.nd, 
has made refearches, ''\ìhich, ,in' my efii- 
mation, -render. it far the 111011 valuable 
compilatiQJl '\ve po{[efs. I' l)ap prepared 
my o
.n obfervations and' (txtraBs; but 
his work ferved to abri.dge my laqour. 
Appendix IJ:contains a critical exalnina- 
tion of a Letter of Foliot biíhop of Lon- 
don, 



XXVlll P R 
 F ACE. 
don, and of a Bull afcribed to Alexander 
III. the Roman biíhop, which Lord Lyt- 
tel ton found in the Cottonian colletlion of 
JVlSS. and on the fuppofed authority of 
which, (of the Letter I mean,) a material 
portion of his hifiory is built. I t became 
neceífary coolly to w
igh documents, of 
which an important ufe had been made; 
and the refult of my enquiries was, that 
the Letter and the Bull were both jþurious, 
or, which to me was tantamount, that 
they were of no authority. 
I have to add, that lance intended to 
bave prefixed to this work a geographical 
view of England, as it was in the I 
th 
century, drawn from the old writers; and 
that my materials were in part colleaed" 
But the [earon of publication pr
ffed, and 
already, it feemed, the volume had fwol- 
len to a cumbrous magnitude., 
As I have no views in my purfuits, but 
to prefent hifiorical truth as exempt, as 
may be, from the blemiíhes of political 
and religious prejudices, it will give me 
pleafure to retrad any errors, into ,.vhich 
I may have fallen. Errors there are, I 
am v\Tcll aware; though neither incaution, 
nor a love of controverfy, nor any want 
of fufficìent evidence has produced them. 
For thefe I may claim indulgence: but to 
the bar of an enlightened and ju'ft criti- 
cifm I would rather appeal for approba- 
tion or cenfure.-I had hoped the time 
was 
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was faft advancing when men of literary 
purfuits, at leaft, would no longer feel 
that influence of climate, of religion, of 
politics, which hitherto, by a fatal bias, 
had warped the energies of genius, and 
checked the progrefs of important truths. 
And fiill I will indulge the pleafing hope, 
though the events of every day convince 
me, that we have yet far to go, and that 
a world of. idle altercation muft yet be 
paífed through. That the age, with which 
I have lately converfed, was dark, I am 
ready to admit, and to admit that ours is 
cOlnparatively enlightened: but of this 
light what hitherto have been the fruits? 
The bounds of fcience have been enlarg- 
ed, and the arts perfetled. The mind of 
man, in its moral tendencies, remains as 
it was, narrow, felf-interefied, intolerant. 
And fo it muft be, I believe, till other ages 
have gone round, and we have learned to 
be, what it imports us moR to be, men 
and brethren. 
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State of England.-State of Fro1Zce.-,-Ger. 
many.-SicilJ.-Rome. 


I AWFUL is tbe impreffion which now 
falls on my mind, \vhen, with the annals 
of times long paífed open before me, I fit 
down to contemplate the manners of men 
and the events of their days, and to trace, 
through the maze of its progreís, the 
meandering, and often evanefcent, line of 
truth. Hijlory is the narration of faBs; 
but we receive them on the tefiimony of 
men like ourfelves, whom want of evi- 
dence fometirnes miíled, or incaution, or 
credulity, or views of party, or inability 
Vo
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I N T ROD U C T ION. 
of difcernment, expofed to error. And 
when faas are ev
n mo(\ authentic; how 
does attention {lumber, with what languor 
l110ves the page, if the motives which led 
to aétion, if the views which animated, if 
the policy of" defign," if the mifiakes of 
judgment, if the workings of paffion, are 
unrecorded, and the tranfaQions of nzan 
are only nuntbered on the fcene ? We look 
in va
n for the var
ed progrefs, whicQ; the 
efforts of mind, that is, the evolutions of 
rational nature are calculatcd to exhibit: 
the difiinB:ion only of periods, or broken 
dates, the names of men and places ob- 
fCQrely rendered, I09fe defcrip
ionsJ batt1es 
Joft and won, arreft the eye in a difgufiful 
reiteration. When the chronicler \vho muft 
lead his fieps, has fo \vri tten, what íhall the 
hifiorian do? Shall he be permitted, or iliall 
l1e dare, from the fuggefiions of his own 
faJ;1cy, to fupply tbe defeéìs of his guide, 
and embeIliíh the rude iketch? Or, with 
patient toil purfuing the dr.eary track, iliall 
he be accurate only and true? Fiélion has 
its provincç, and truth hers; and they 

ay not be confQunded. My guides
 
whon1 the cowl covered, whoin, in a dark 
age, genius did not illumine, nor fcÎence 
p,oliíh, have no variety that pleafe
, nó 

yle tha
 charms: but I will follow them, 
earneR to b,ring forward their unad<;Jrned 
narra
ion, to d(op 
he tale which fuperfii- 
tion created, and credulity \\J.ove, and will- 
ing rather to incur the cenfure of dulnefs, 

 ., .. ,.". than 
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than to attempt amufement by iIluÍÌve arts 
or the fupplements of invention. 
HENRY, the fecond of the name, call-From 
cd Plantagenet, was now in pofièfIion of:: 

.to 
the Eogliíh throne. He was fon of Geof-State of 
frey, earl of Anjou, and Matilda, daugh_England. 
ter of Henry I. once emprefs of Germany. 
At his father's death the provinces of An- 
jon, l\1aine, and Touraine, had devolved 
on him, and he poífeffed Normandy in 
the fight of his mother. Eleanor, the 
heirefs of Aquitaine, after almofi ÍÌxteen 
years cohabitation, was divorced frotTI her 
hu:lband, Louis VII. of France. Within 
fix weeks {he gave her hand to Henry, and 
with it the fplendid dower of feven pro- 
vinces, Guienne, Poitou, SJintonge, llu- 
vergne, Perigord, Angoumois, and the Li- 
rnoÍÌn. This ,vas in the year I I 52. .-53 
rich in titles and in extent of territory was 
this favoured child of fortune, ,vhen, on 
the demife of Stephen, t,,?O years after- 
wards, agreeably to a cpnvention previ- 
oufly fettled at \Vinchefier, whereby he 
was named fucceffor to the throne, Henry 
vias faluted king of England. He had 
reached his t'
lenty-firfi year. 
Worn do\yn by the turbulent fcenes of 
the preceding reign, the people now ar- 
dently raiferl their eyes to the young prince, 

nd they augured happinefs to themfelves, 
B 2 and 
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and to him glory. They knew he had been 
tutored in the rigid fchao} of military difci- 
pline; and they had been told of his martial 
prowefs, of his prudence in counfe), of bis 
firmnefs in aélion, and of his experience 
in the general arts of government '*. Nor 
""ere themfelvcs ftrangers to his perfon or 
charaBer. More than once he had vifited 
England: he had paífed fo
r years at Bri [- 
to], under the eye of his uncle Gloucefier, 
the bafiard [on of Henry, the firfi [cholar 
and the firfi ".arrior of t he age, the friend 
of Matilda, and the pillar of her caufe ; 
and recently he had dared to contend \Ivith 
the armies of Stephen, an experienced 
and brave foldier, whom he compelled to 
terms of honourable peace t. No\v '"yas 
Henry in the quiet attainment of every 
objeét, to which even his ambition, it 
feemed, could afpire, being duke of Nor- 
mandy, earl of Anjou, duke of Aq
it:Jinc, 
and king of England. His foreign territories 
alone V\
ere more than a third part of the 
whole French monarchy, and the vaffal of 
Louis V\
as more po\yerful than his lord. 
The fplendoul of the Dation ""ould 
d ve 
dazzled another prince: it only [ecved to 
roufe the aBive po\yers of Henry. It had 
been fiipulated at Winchefter, in I 153, 
that the foreign mercenari
s, on both fides, 
íhou!d be dif'ffiiífed, and the cafiles be dc- 
moliíhed, \vhich had been lately eretlcð. 
They 
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They wer
 the feats of every enormity. 
Soon, therefore, the mercenaries dìfaþ- 
peared, and the caftles fell.-Agreeably to 
the, fame treaty, he refumed the crown- 
lands, which Stephen had alienated, or 
the rapacity of the barons had ufurped; 
and in a council held at LO'ndon, granted 
a Charter of Liberties, which confirmed 
that of his gra.ndfather, Henry I. But 
neither this, nor the deed which it re- 
newed, and which contained many of the 
Ia \VS of the Confeffor, at that time a t- 
traQed notice. 
 Contemporary writers 
draw an enchanting piBure of the times, 
when, after the horrors of the preceding 
reign, peace with her attendant bleffings 
was [cen to return, amidfi the acclamations 
of a reviving natiön. The king gave his 
hours to the concerns of fiate; but like' 
Alcibiades, he cõuld unbend frOlTI the im- 
portant labour; and he committed to able 
hands the adminiítration of public jufiice

. 
The earl of Leicefier and Richard de Lucy 
v;ere joined in the commrffión of grand 
jufiiciary, then tbe highefi poft of dignity: 
Theobald, archbiíhop of Canterbury , vvhofe 
important fervices had bound him to the 
throne, ,vas a principal ad vi fer : and, on 
his recomrnendation, Thornas a Becket, 
then a rchdèacon of Canterhury, \yhom the 
prilnate loved and honoured, ,vas raifed to 
the office of chancellor t. - 


The 
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The king had now leifure to attend to h;s 
èifiant territories, and failing to Normandy, 
he did homage to Louis for the fiefs he held 
under hirn.-Homage was thus performed: 
the vaJlàl, on his knees, unarmed and 
bareheaded, held both his hands bet\veen 
thofe of his lord, who ,vas fitting, and, at 
the fame time, pronounced an oath of al- 
legiance. On the part of the . lord, the 
ceremony denoted proteBion and defence, 
and on that of the vaífaJ, reverence and 
fubjeBion.-Geoffrey, the king's brother, 
claimed his fath
r's earldoms, \-vhich had 
been left to him, and Henry, though re- 
1uétantly, had fvvorn to fulfil the will. It 
was, indeed, conditional, that is, if the 
elder brother íhould ever poffefs the Eng- 
liíh throne. The youth now denlanded 
bis paternal inheritance, v{hich Henry re- 
fufed, having obtained, it was [aid, from 
Rome, a difpenfatlon from an oath, he 
had not freely nlade. The injured prince 
had recourfe to arms; but the airy profpett 
of three earldoms foon vaniíhed, and the 
cafiles, he before poffetied, \vere JeveHed 
to the ground. The '}{ing, in his cle- 
meGcy, fettled on hin1 a penÍÌon, not un- 
fuitabIe to his rank *.-From the capital 
of Normandy to the Pyrenean mountains, 
the vigour of a found policy united the 
various fiates; 'Vvhen in the fpring of the 
year, I 157, Henry returned into England. 
Becket, 
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l1ecket, the companion of his pleafures 
and his toils, had attended his mailer, 
evincing by his condutl: that the place of 
friend and minifter was due to the powers 
of his mind and the accompliíhments of 
his perfon -. 
During the troubles of the Iaft reign, 
David, the Scottiíh king, had poffeífed 
hirnfelf of the three Engliíh counties, 
which lay neareft to him, and Henry, 
then on a vifit to David, had been induced 
to promife that, iliould providence raire 
him to the throne of his anceftors, he 
would never claim the poffeffion. David 
then conferred on him the honour of 
knighthood, a neceffary prelude to the due 
difcharge of the important duty of arms. 
But a territory of: fo much value was not 
to be loft, and Henry now demanded its 
fUfrender. The po\ver of the claitnant 
was irrefifiible, and to urge the circun1- 
fiance of the promife v."ould avail little. 
Malcolm, therefore, the grandfon of Da- 
vid, and who had inherited his crown, did 
not heíÌtate to comply, and in return he 
received the earldom of Huntingdon, to · 
which he could plead a more ancient ti-- 
tlet.-He was called to the v{eft. 
The Welíh, whon1 no efforts of our .. 
kings had permanently fubjeé1èd, availing 
themfel ves of the difiraéted politics of 
Stephen, had expelled the Engliíþ fettlers, 
had 
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bad made bolder iucurtìons into the neigh- 
bouring counties} and had affumed the in- 
dependence of a free people. But unfor- 
tunately no common intereft united the 
princes, or chieftains of the country: they 
hated the Engliíh, and they were not friends 
to one another. The hiftorians defcribe 
them as a people, ferocious in their man- 
ners, and unquiet from barbarifln, intent 
on rapine, and only pleafed with the chace 
or with War. The haríh features of the 
country well accorded with thefe habits of 
rational nature. Henry faw with pain 
that they, who had been tributary to his 
grandfather, refufed to do him homage; 
and that, if the evil were not checked, his 
own territories n1ufi be expoîed to inceífant 
infults. O\ven Gwyneth ruled in the 
north, and Rhees ap Gryfiyth in the fouth. .. 
At the head of a large army the Engliíh 
nlonarch entered Flintíhire, ,,,here G\
yn- 
eth lay encamped, prepared, as it feemed, 
to give him battle; and \vith the vanguard 
advanced into a narrovv pafs between two 
111ountains. InfiantJy, a numerous band, 
\vhich '
las in anJbuíh, rofe with horrid 
cries, and from the woody !ides of the de- 
t11e aífaulted the invaders. The unexped- 
ed and fieræ attack \vas irrefiftible. I-Ienry 
retreated; but the greater part of his fol- 
lowers fell, and it ,vas reported that himfeJf 
,vas amonO" the l1ain. The re p ort difrnaved 

 J 
the troops vvho \vere advancing to the pafs, 
'vhilfi the enemy poured do\vn from the 
. hills, 
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hills, and aífailed them '\vith impetuous 
fury. At th
 moment, the young hero ap- 
peared: he rallied his men, and led them 
to the charge. The Welíbmen gave WàY) 
and retired, in confuÍÌon, to the woods. 
But it was evident, unlefs they proèèeded 
with the utmofi caution, tbat no real ad- 
v,antage could be gained over fuch an ene- 
my. It ,vas therefore refolved, marching 
along the fea.thore, to defolate the plains; 
and a fleet received orders, as the occaÍÌon: 
ferved, to defcend on the open countf)" 
O\
len retreated to Sno\vdon. Succefs no\v 
attended the Engliíh arms. Roads were 
cut, the woods were cleared, cafiles "Tere 
built. The Welih prince then fued for 
peace, and Henry was happy to grant it on 
terms, honourable and advantageous to 
Eng1and. Owen promifed to do homage 
for NOith Wales, to yield up the lands \Ä. 1 it!1 
their cafiles, which, in the Iafi reign, had 
been feized, and as hofiages for his future 
fidelity, to deHver tvvo of' his fons into the 
hands of the viBor. The inferior princes, 
though Henry had ,
ithdraVln his army, 
fubmitted alfo, on like terms, to the lords 
of the marches; and ap Gryffyth himfelf, 
after a vain refifiance of f,-'Ine months, fui- 
lenly bO\\1t"d his neck, and did homage 
. 
Henry, in r I S8, 
"va
 ag.:!in in Noro}an- 
dye His brother Geoffrey was dead, on 
,'(/hom the inhabitants of NantGs in Bre- 
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tagne had conferred the eârldom of their 
city and its territory. This Henry claimed 
as his brother's heir; but he feared the op- 
pofition of the French King, who, with 
reafon, might be jealous of his further ag.. 
grandifement, and to remove it, opened a 
negociation. This was a treaty of marri- 
age between his eldeft fon Henry, and Mar.. . 
garet, the daughter of Louis by his fecond 
wife Confiantia, princefs of CafliIJe. Hen- 
ry was in his fifth year, and Margaret in 
ber cradle. With joy the propofal was 
accepted, and the kings met on the borders 
of Normandy. But Becket was appointed 
to adjuft the treaty, while his mailer march- 
ed into Bretagne, and unmolefied took 
poffefiion of the earldom. The able ne. 
gociator was not lefs fuccefsful. Louis 
confented that three cafiles in the Norman 
Vexin, a frontier of great moment, íhould 
be his daughter's portion, and which, till 
the marriage ,vas celebrated, íhould remain 
in the cufiody of three knights of the tem- 
ple. He even agreed to fend the infant 
into Normandy, to be educated as Henry 
might diretl *.- The addrefs of the chan- 
cellor in this negociation, and his munifi- 
cence in the French court,' graced by a 
reti'1ue more ,than princely, are highly ex- 
tolled by the hifiorians. 
Not many tnonths after this eve t, which 
,vas followed by the furrcnder of various. 
caftles, 
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cafiIes, that belonged to the demefne of his 
anceftors, we find Henry preparing for a 
great expedition againft the earl of Tou- 
loufe.- William, duke of Aquitaine, grand- 
father of Eleanor, having married the heir- 
efs of Touloufe, its earldom was annexed 
to the dutchy; but that, inv.olved in diffi- 
culties which his profufion created, he af- 
terwards mortgaged to the count of St. 
Gilles, who affumed the title of earl of 
Touloufe. The mortgage was unredeem- 
ed, when Eleanor, fole heirefs of Aqui- 
taine with its dependences, married the 
French king. In his wife's name, Louis 
had demanded the earldom; but the inter- 
vention of the holy war impeded the pro- 
fecution of his claim. The claim, "vith 
the hand of Eleanor, was transferred to 
Henry, which he no\v refolved to enforce. 
The earldom of Touloufe, at that time, 
comprehended the Qperci, and the greater 
part of the prefent Languedoc. Cheerfully 
did the barons of England efpoufe the dif- 
tant quarrel, and foon Henry appeared in 
Guienne at the head of a formidab1e ar- 
IDY. The lords of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces crowded to his fiandard 
 and Mal- 
colm of Scotland was there, and a prince 
of Wales; but arnongfi them all, foremofi 
in arms and opulence, thone the puifTant 
Berenger, duke of Provence and king of 
Arragon, who, in greatnefs of mind or ca- 
price of fancy, would only be flyIed count 
of Barcelona. The city of Touloufe "vas 
fur- 
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furrdunded. As the ftorm approached, 
Raymond, which was the earl's name, had 
imploted the aid of Louis, whore filler he 
had married. Relué1antly did the king' 
liften to his prayer; but being at lail roufed, 
he marched to thè [outh with a chofen 
band, and entered the city. Secure of fuc- 
cefs, the allied army lay heedlefs on the 
plain. With amazement did Henry hear 
that the French monarch in perfon was 
within the walls, \vhen he fummoned the 
chieftains, and demanded their ad vice. 
Becket, with his u[ual fire, propofed an 
immediate aíTault, urging that the garrifon 
,vas fiill weak, and that a noble prize 
would grace the triumph of their arms. 
But his opinion did not prevail; and Hen- 
ry, whofe intereft it was to maintain the 
feudal maxims, by which his own domini- 
ons \vere fecured, declared he ,,'ould not 
attack a place defended by his fuperior lord, 
with \\Thorn he was not at war. He raifed 
the fiege, and retired; but he ravaged the 
province, and having taken Cahors, which' 
he committed to the chancellor, withdrew 
the main body of his troops into Norman- 
dy * -Many noble warriors perifhed before 
Touloufe, and great treafures were 
x- 
pended. 
A hundred and four[core tnoufa:nd 
pounds, lTIOre than two millions of out mo- 
ney, had been levied for this war, and the 
m.ode 
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fflQQe Qf raiíìng it was Qe\v in the Engli111 
ann
Is. It was done by feutage, that is, 
by a pecuniary commutation for perfonal 
fervice. Before this, at the prince's COffi- 
J11and, (Jgreeably to the fees or tçnures they 
jmm
diatelv held under the crown, his vaf- 
fals appear
d in arros, bringing with them 
their appointed contingent of kn ights, re- 
tai ners, or t
nants. And thus the armies 
rofe. J?ut on this occafion a proclamation 
'^"as jíTued, \vhich empowered the vaffal, 
in lieu of his perfol1al attendance, to con- 
tribute a furn of money, proportioned to 
the 
xpence he ,,"ould hav
 incurred by 
fervjc
. The inferior military tenants were 
eared, as it fre'ed them from the toil and 
great expence of a difiant war, and the 
king was better ferved. With the money 
he hired a mercenary force, men \vell-in- 
urep to difcjpline, and vJhom tl'c condition 
of their pay bound to permanent fcrvice : 
whereas a feudal army, untraélablc and 
undifciplined, headed by haughty and in- 
dependent barons, fpurned control; and 
when the term of their engagement expir- 
ed, ufually only of forty days, they were 
at liberty to withdra\v. Contention and 
perfonal feuds attended their march, and 
the prince or leader poffeffed little more 
fhan the name of fupreme commander. 
The conduét of Becket, in the expedi- 
tion I have defcri bed, dre\v general atten- 
tion. Into his fa mily, \Ye are told, many 
noblemen had fent their children, to re- 
eel ve 
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ceive from him the rudiments of difcipline
 
and to be trained to chivalry.. Seven hun- 
dred knights he led into the field, each with 
his attendant fquire; and where honour 
invited, or danger threatened, thefe were 
foremoft in the battle. Nor was the chan- 
cellor himfelf lefs forward than they. 
- Whilfi he remained in tþe Qperci, to de"" 
fend its capital and other conquefts whic4 
]lad been made, at the head of his troops
 
be attempted three caftles, which his maf""! 
ter had deemed impregnable, and took 
them by Horm. He paired the Garonne, 
and infulted the earldom of Touloufe. But 
-his prefenee was neceffary in Normandy. 
Leaving, therefore, his houfehold forces to 
fecure the forts he had taken, and the 
king's. conquefis, he hired, at his own 
charge, twelve hundred knights, and four 
thoufand fiipendiaries, to attend him for 
forty days. The knights received a libe- 
ral pay: they were fed at his expenee, and 
often dined at his table
 In fingle com- 
bat, it is faid, he, one day, engaged a 
French knight, famous in arms: him he 
difmounted with h;s lance, and gaining his 
horfe, led him off in triumph *.- The 
manners of the age, and the buoyant fpi- 
Tit of Becket, which roufed him to achieve- 
ments, and the ardour ,'Vith which he 
f01Jght his mafier's glory, thaIl reconcile to 
\he 
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the fafiidious cafuifi fuch unfacred and in- 
decorous fcenes'! 
A treaty of peace, foon afterwards, was 
concluded between the two monarchs, with 
which Henry had reafon to be pleafed; for 
he retained many of the places he had con- 
quered, and the general rights of the duke- 
dom of Aquitaine were fecured to him. 
The primary objeB: of the war onIy,-
hat 
is, the annexation of Touloufe to his' do- 
:minions, remained unattained. On forne 
future occafion, fortune, he trufied, \vould 
be more propitious to his defigns. l _ It ,vas 
the end of the year I I 59- 
Matilda, while Henry's reign thus open- 
ed, refided in Normandy, the chief ad- 
minifiration of which had been entrufted 
to her care, not an uninterefied witnefs of 
the fpreading glory of her fon. Europe 
had not beheld a more illufirióus woman. 
By ber firfi marriage with Henry V. the 
was emprefs of Germany; by her fecond, 
countefs of Anjou, Touraine" and Maine; 
and by her father's "viII named ducbefs of 
Normandy, and queen of England. The 
efforts íhe made to obtain the crown, which 
was her due, argued a bold and perfeverant 
mind; and the tiífue of her adventures, in 
its purfuit, has hardly been equalled in the 
annals of romance. In adverfity 1he \vas 

agnanimo\]$; in profperity, haughty and 
i,nfolent *. Difappointment age, and re- 
fletti.on, 
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fleBion, finally lo\vered the violence of her 
temper, and {he learned the virtues, which 
íhe wanted mofi, moderation and n1ildnefs. 
l{er love for Henry ,vas materna1. With 
care {}ïe \vatched his tender years; and 
\ìvhen the death of Stephen caHed him to 
the croV\?n, {be could refign it vlithout a 
murmur, and lvithdrew her own brov...
 
frem its enchanting circle. Happy in a 
fubordinate fiation, íhe had no atnbition 
but in the profperity of the king, and to 
promote it '
7ere all her efforts turned. 
We read little of Eleanor, Henry's queen. 
She had borne him four fons, William, 
I-Jenry, Richard, and Geoffrey
 of whom 
th
 eldefi was deaQ, and a daughter, after 
her grandmother, named Matilda. The 
ages of the royal cOt}ple were very unequal. 
But though {he had feen ten yçars more 
than he, her beauty anq. natural vivacity 
Vlere unimpaired. Thefe ga ined her many 
levers; but the wanted the addrefs, or per- 
lJaps the inclination, to hold thei{ affeéti- 
ons. Her tenlper \-vas v
olent, and her 
paffions headfirong. The Frençh mo- 
flarch, it appears, {he never loved: {he 
ridiculed his iTIonafiic piety; and his ÍÌrn- 
pIe and uncourtJy manners 
"ere to her a 
fGurce of inceíTant banter. I kno\v not 
tllat, in the court of her uncle at Antioch, 
'
lhen {he 3ccornpanie:d her huíband to th
 
eafi, file \Vas guilty in the degree imputed 
to her; but his condué1 on the occafion, 
fixed a fiain on her hOQour, and poffibìy 
left 
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feft an impreffion on her heart, which no 
time could efface *. A di vorce, at laft, 
oak place, on the idle plea of confangui- 
nity, for they \vere couÍÌns in the fourth 
degree, after they had cohabited ÍÌxteen 
years, and had t"ro daughters. A prince, 
Iefs delicate, or more politic, than Louis, 
\vould, on no account, h3.ve adopted the 
fatal meafure, when he knew that the rich 
IJrovinces {he had brought him mufi again 
be fevered from his crown. \lVe are told 
that, more than once, {he had Ceen the fon 
of Matilda, at her huíband's court. He 
was young and animated: his air ,vas mar- 
tial, and his manners noble. Thefe were 
charms for the gay Eieanor, and they dif- 
pofed her, it may bè thought, to urge more 
vehemently a feparation frOiTI Louis. At 
that time, likewife, Henry had a crown in 
reveríìon, and it might be no unpleafing 
teflettion, that Ole íhould have it in her 
pO\Jver to mortify a huíband the diíliked, 
by a tender of her ðominions to his rivaL 
No fooner \vas the free, than more than 
one fuitor, in the true fpirit of çhivalry, 
preffed for the honour of her hand. They 
lay in ambufh to feize her, as íhe retired 
towards Guienne: but {be efcaped; and 
Henry Plantagenet meeting her at Poi tiers, 
the nuptials \vere celebrated. Not fix 
,veeks, I have faid, had elapfcd from the 
divorce t. The am bition, at Ieafi, of 
VOL. I. C Henry 
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Henry was amply gratified; but with feven 
provinces íhe brought him a \vorld of [or- 
ro\\'s. Together they \vere crowned at 
Wefilninfier, and again at Worcet1er. 
From Since the return of Louis VII. fron1 Pa- 
1149 to lefiine, in I 1+0 *, no g reat events had 
I 160. 'J 
\/V'-J diverfified the politics of France. Griev- 
State of ed and fuccefslefs he returned. having 10ft 
France. a hundred thou[and men, to 'meet the re- 
proaches of his fubjeBs, and to \\'itnefs 
the difrnctnberment of his empire. Louis, 
if \ve ]ool{ to the integrity of his charaBer, 
may feem to have merited a better fate: 
but it .was his misfortune to have been born 
\yith a nlind too prone to enthufiafm, which 
hurried him into djfficu]ties, anò to have 
lived vvith Henry P1antagenet. With this 
youth he could not cope; though age might 
have taught hinl experience, and experi- 
ence \vifdorn. \lVhen Henry "
as born 1 
Louis had been four years on the throne of 
France. But there are minds v{hich a cer- 
tain intuition guides to better policy, than 
by others is often learned in the [chaol of 
progreffive obfervation. With Louis it 
f110uld have ever been a firfi defign, v.rhen 
I!e faw that fortune fmiled on this darling 
child, to have thrown dovvn the ladder {he 
held before him, and to have dallied in 
pieces every objeét of h is heart; \vhereas, 
cafy and unfufpicious, he permitted his 
advance, and only then meditated oppofi- 
tion, 
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tion, \vhen, riíing fiep by fiep, he had 
gained a firm footing, and could reach fe- 
curely to the prize he had in view. . 
When Euftace, eldeft fon of Stephen, 
during the troubles in England, married 
Confiantia, the French king's fiRer, he 
Was promifed by him the invefiiture of 
Normandy. After\vards, Louis fell from 
his word, and gave it to young Henry. In 
this there "vas policy, as, at the time, it 
appeared that Eufiace ","ould fucceed to his 
father's throne. But foon the earl of An- 
jOil died, and his territories clevol ving on 
Henry, from that moment he became for- 
midable. Yet the next year, Louis repu- 
diates his queen. He talked of his con- 
fcience, and of the la"'7s of the church, 
and vainly fancied, fays a modern writer"', 
that the poorefi gentleman in his domini- 
ons would not take for his wife [0 bafe a 
Woman: then would Aquitaine defcend to 
her daughters. The airy fyficm vanilhed; 
and Louis vie\ving the accumulated po,ver 
of the young prince, and in it the folly of 
his own condua, was ,villing, though per- 
haps too late, to impede its further confe- 
quences. He began hofiilities againfi him, 
I aided by a powerful confederacy, at the 
I head of which VJcre prince Euftace, the 
earl of Blois, and Geoffrey Plantagenet. 
The two latter had been difappointed in 
their deíìgns on the perCon of Eleanor. 
e 2 This 
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This V\.yas in the year I 15 2 . The unpro 
,voked attack, owing to the good condué1 
and undaunted fpirit of Henry, met \vith 
, little fuccefs; and, after fame months, a 
truce 'Vvas concluded, during which, ne\vs 
carne to the French court, that the duke 
of Normandy had made peace with Ste- 
phen, and that he \vas declared fucceíìòr 
to his throne. Again the irritable lTIonarch 
entered Nornlan'-dy; but I-lenry, whofe 
fituation called for peace, by the "varmefi 
profeffions of refpeél: fer his perfon, and 
zcal for his fcrvice, fo foothed the angered 
king, that he liitened to ternlS of accom- 
modation, and gave him the peace he 
'1Viíhed for *. It is not long after this, 
that vve behold the fa me Henry, bare- 
headed and unarmed before his lord, do- 
ing homage 00 his knees for the fairefi 
portion of the Gallic ernpire.-Such to 
France were the fatal etlcéts of the divorce, 
and of the eafv and undecided charað:er 
01 
of her king. 
We nl
Y
 no\\y vievv hilTI in circumnances 
more congenial \i\
ith his humour. He had 
.... 
no ma]e iffue, and his nobles preífed him 
again to marry. Alphonfo VIII. king of 
CafiiHe, who, from his fuperiority over 
the other Spaniíh princes, and his vi30ries 
over tbe Moors, affumed the tide of enl-- 
peror of Spai.,n, had a daughter, Con- 
11anti3. !-Ier Louis aíked in marriage, and 
obtained 
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. 
.]btained her, flattering himfelf, perhaps, 
that the circumfiance might procure him 
an a!Jy againfi Henry on the íide of Gui- 
enne. They were married, and cro
"ned 
at Orleans, io I 155. Soon after the cere- 
mony, in conlpany "\1ith his ne\v queen, 
Louis undertook a pilgrimage to St. James 
of COlnpoßel1a. On the borders of Spain, 
S:inchez, king of Na varre, \yhofe queen 
was the fifier of Confianti3, received and 
entertained them. T}]ey proceeded. But 
Alphonfo, hearing of their arriva], fent 
embaífadors .to requeft they \vould not re- 
turn, without honouring rroleào vvith their 
prefence. The in vitation ,vas accepted. 
Vafi preparations, in the mean \vhile, 
were n1ade fùr their reception; and the 
kings and princes of the land, and the 
prelates and great vaífals of the cro\vn, a f- 
fembled. 1."""'he royal tr
vel1ers arrived. To 
the penitential and pious exercifes of Com- 
pofieilanowfucceeded the pomp, the amufc- 
ments, the gallantry, of the Span1íh court. 
Louis, ir is ['lid, vie\

ed the fcene \vith 
admiration, vrhile it recalJed to his mind 
the fefiive n1agnificençe, \vith \vhich he- 
llad been entertained at Confiantinop1e, 
when, a few years before, he marched 
agaiufi the infidels of the eaft *'. In re- 
turn for this munificent treatnlent, and 
the rich prefents be made to Louis and hi,; 

ttendants, Alphonfo only begged a por- 
t i () n. 
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tion of the relics of St. Eugenius, firft bi- 
fhop of Toledo, \vhich repofed in the ab- 
bey of 8t: Denys. The rnodefl requeft 
could not be refufed, and after the return 
of the royal guefts into France, a
 arm 
of the faint was fent t. 
. The events of the reign of Benry, which 
I have defcfibed, to the conclu
on of a 
fecond peace, have fufficiently developed 
the fidte of france to the year I 160. 
From 'At 3: time, when Italy was torn by a 
1112 to thoufand faétions; when the city of Rome 
J:.)N Wa! diftraéled by inter
al feuds; when jts 

crInany.pontiff 'Zas aiming at 'Univerfal empire; 
and when the horrors of civil commotion 
menaced the divided flates of Germany, 
Frederic Barbaroffa, duke of Suabia, in 
a 'general diet of the em,pirc, had been 
unanimoufly eleé1ed king of the Romans 
and of ßerrnany, in the year I I 52. Con- 
rad III. his uncle and predeceffor, had an 
infant fon; but he was a\vare that an ex- 
perienced and intrepid chief would no\v, 
more than 
ver, be n.eceífary, to tl1eet the 
fiorm that had been colletting round the 
throne of his ancefiors. - In his Iafi mo- 
lTIents, therefore, he recommended Fre- 

eric to the ftates, obtaining a promife 
from him that his fan íhould po{fc[s the 
dutchy of Suabia. Frederic was endowed 
wi
h fplendid qualities. He \vas an able 
fiatcfman; his courage ",,"'as beroic: and 
. hi
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his views, it was be1ieved, were at once 
direB.ed by a thirfi of glory, and the love 
of his people. He had accompanied Con- 
rad into the eatl:, and had \;vitneíTed his 
overthrovv in the deferts of Ca ppadccia :.;;. 
I-Ia ving repudiated his wife, Adelaide, 
I tinder pretence of confanguinity, and dif.. 
fufed, as far as might be, the blèffings of 
concord among his vaffaIs J Frederic pre- 
pared to go into Italy. To pacify the 
difiurbances of Lombardv, znd to recei\-e 
from the Roman biíhop th
 imperial crovvn, 
were the objeBs of his journey" iidïian 
IV. was 'popet. In the plains of Ron- 
caglia, bet",geen Placentia and Crenlona, 
(a buckler fufpended from a maft, accord- 
ing to ancient urage, announcing the [\.1- 
Jemn cerenlony,) the king revie\ved his 
vaffaIs. The feudatories of the crown, 
\vith their refpetlive bands, appeared be- 
fore hinl; and they ,
ho, \vithout per- 
million, had dared to be qbfent, ,,,"ere coo- 
del11ned by their peers to the forfeiture of 
their fiefs.-!n a public d1et, he t.hen 
heard the complaints of many cities, and 
promifed to redrefs their grievances. They 
complained of the Milanefe and their a]- 
]ies: againft Wh0111, therefore, Frederic de.- 
llounced his vengeance. The deftruétion 
of cafiles, the p
illage of towns, and th
 
wafie of vilJages; follo\ved the hoHile de- 
claration; after \\lhich, anxious of the im- 
Dcrial 
.. 
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perial dignity, the king preffed on his 
.{Ilarch towards the gates of Rome 
. 
Deputies from the Roman people waited 
on him, as he approached: they requefied 
from him the confirmation of their privi- 
leges, and of the fen ate they had re-efia- 
bliíhed; they demanded a [urn of money 
for the crown he came to receive; they 
intreated him to take from their biíhop 

he temporal fovereignty of Rome, and to 
leave him fuch as he \vas in ancient 
times t. With difdain he rejeéted their 
petitions. Adrian then met him, and the 
circumftances of the intervie,ìV were cu- 
rious 
; but the German was finally con- 
:!lrained to fubmit to the proud ceremonial 
of the Roman court. They entered the 
çity together, and Frederic \yas crowned 
amidfi the thundering acclamations of hi
 
army. Not long after this, be returned 
through Lombardy into Germany, to\vards 
the clofe of the year I I 55, 
No\v it was that, in a diet of the empire, 
he terminated the contefi which had long 
fubfified between Henry the Lion, duk
 
of Saxony, and Henry, m
irgrave of Auf- 
tria, concerning the fuccefIion to the duke... 
dom of Bavaria. It had threatened to in- 
volve all the Gernlan fiates in ","ar. To 
the duke he adjudged the contefied terri... 
tory, which his anceftors had long held; 
and 
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;1nd raiíìng A ufiria to a dutchy, with it 
he invefted the margrave, and conferred 
other rights and immunities on him and 
his family. Both p3rties, \lK\;ell fatisfied, 
fublnitted to the avvard, and difcord 
çeafed *. 
A northern prelate, returning from 
Rome, had been forcibly feized as he 
paífed through Germany. The infult was 
felt by Adrian, and he difpatched two car- 
dinals, Orlando of St.. Mark and Bernard 
of St. Clement, to carry his complaints to 
Frederic, \VhOlll they found at Befancon, 
receiving homage from the deputies of 
the kingdom of ArIes; and they prefented 
to him the papal brief. It complained of 
the facriIegious infl1lt, j ufi mentioned, 
\\'hich Frederic had neglected to punilh : 

, But, my fan," it goes on, " reflett with 
" what pleafure thy 
other, the holy Ro- 
" man church, received thee,; hovv kindly 
" íhe treated thee; what a plenitude of 
" dignity and honour ße cOíifèrred upon thee; 

'''and how, mofi freely, giving the imperial 

' crOWJl, !he firove to cheriíh thee in her 

, bofon1, and to compJy \vith an thy 
"\yiíhes. Nor are we forry: even had 
.
' thy excellency received greater favours 
" (beneficia) from our hands, ,"Tith reafon 

, \i\Te íhould rejoice."- The unqualified 
addrefs, v\'hen interpreted to the German 
nob1es, rai[ed a general murmur, and they 

 
repeated 
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repeated the ,,"ords with indignation
 
" And from whom then," exclaimed Or.. 
Jando, " has he the empire, if not from 
" our lord, the pope ?" Otho, count Pa- 
latine of Bavaria, laid his hand on his 
fword: but the prefence of Frederic fiilled 
the tumult, and the legates were com- 
manded to depart *. He then publifhed 
a manifefio, which Rates the conduét of 
the legates
 and the infult offered to the 
imperial dignity, vlhich is aífcrted to be 
derived alone from God and from the free 
eletlion of the German people. 
On the return of the cardinals, the Ro- 
man court was alarmed and divided; and 
Adrian addreíred a brief to the prelates of 
Germany, wherein having [aid ho\v out- 
rageouíly his minifiers had been infulted, 
he exhorts them to admoniili their mailer 
to turn from his evil purpofes; and he 
fpeaks of the folid bafis of the Roman 
church, which no fiorms {hall ever move. 
-The reply of the prelates is firm, re- 
fpeé1fuJ, and dignified. "The expref
 
" ÍÌons," they fay, " vv hich your legates 
cc uttered, we neither dare, nor can, ap- 
" prove; for, before that day, fueh Ian- 
,
 guage had not been heard." They re
 
peat their mailer's anf,yer to the remon- 
firance which, at his holinefs's deÍÌre, they 
had made to him: which is, That he gave 
all due honour to the papal chair; that he 
recei vCQ 
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received the cro\vn he wore from the fa- 
vour of heaven, which the prelates and 
princes of the empire had confirmed to 
him; that by the archbiíhop of Cologne 
he had been anointed king, and crowned 
emperor by the Roman biíhop; that all 
pretenfions beyond this ceremony were 
a bufi ve; in a \yord, that he would fooner 
lay down his diadem than [uffer it thus to 
be reduced and vilified. To thefe [enti- 
ments, they fay, themfelves fubfcribe.- 
The firmnefs of the rep]y, and the unex- 
petted concord bet"7ec n Frederic and his 
biíhops, awed into milder thoughts the 
high fpirit of Adrian. He \vas informed, 
befides, that he meditated a fecond journey 
into Italy. Other rniniflers were, there- 
fore, difpatched with infirué1ions better 
adapted to alIay animofities ; and in the 
.name of the pontiff and their court, with 
a voice and attitude which fpoke fubmiî- 
fion, they faluted Frederic. The letter 
they brought was read. It fiated, in be- 
coming language, the pontiff's efieem for 
the emperor; the anxiety his difpleafure 
had caufed him; the indignity offered to 
11is legates for \vords, vvhich the meanefi 
of his fubjeéts might have heard without 
emotion. It eXplained the exceptionable 
claufes of the brief: that by fa
'o'Ur (bene- 
ficium) \vas meant a good deed, and not a 
fief, as by fame it had been malevolently 
interpreted; that by giving the in1jJerial 
cro
n ,vas only expreífed the aBion of 
rlacing 
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placing it Ç>n his head; and that this ac- 
tion, fl1re]y, ml1fi by all men be termed a 
good deed or benfjicium * .-- The artful 
comment ,vas accepted: Frederic was ap- 
peafed, and dlfmi!fing the legates, he gave 
thelTI a kifs, the fignal of reconciliation: 
to them and to their rnafier. 
. At the head of a vafi army, the emperor 
now returned into Lombardy. The Mi- 
la 
e fe, regardlefs of his t hrea ts, had con- 
tÌnued to provoke his indignation. Im- 
patiently they had borne the yoke of a fo- 
reign prince; and it vv
as even faid, that 
they looked to independence, and to fo- 
vereignty over the other fiates and cities. 
Thus has a contemporary \vriter, the unc]e 
to Frederic, and therefore their enemy, 
portrayed the charaéter of the Lombards. 

, At this time, they retained no refem- 
f' blance of their barbarous ancefiors; ra- 
" ther, in their converfation and polite 
" manners, they might be compared with 
" the old Romans. So high was their 
" fenfe of libertv, that they would not 
, 
. 
" [ubmît to the government of one man; 
" and they annu1.11y chafe their confuls, 
" or firfi magifirates, from the three orders 
" of the fiate, that a perfett equality 
" might level all difiiné1ion. )0 increafe 
" the number of their citizens, the towns. 
" compelled all lords and gentlemen of 
. H their difirié1s to refide within their ,valls, 
" an
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tC and to fubmit to their authority; and 
" they permitted the Io\veft artifans to 
" bear arms, a praétice ,not feen in Ger- 
"many. The cities of Italy thus became 
" more rich and po\verful, than thofe of 
" other kingdoms: but alfo they were 
" proud, and had little refpett for their 
" liege 1overeign. With pain they fa\v 
" him enter Italy; and only an armed 
" force could fecure obedience to his in- 
" junétions. ' Such efpecially was Milan, 
" the firfl of thefe cities, haughty and re- 
" fraétory, whofe firength was great, and 
" whofe fighting men were numerous. 
" Son1e of the neighbouring to\vns !he had 
" fubjeétcd to her control *,..)J 
As the arlny ad vanced, BreCcia fell be- 
fore it; \vhen aífembling his minifiers and 
the great la\vyers of Italy, Frederic furn- 
moned the Milaoefe before him, and ha v- 
iog pronounced the fenteT}ce of Ban or 
profcription againfi them, he commanded 
his forces to march. By this time, Parrna) 
Crernona, Pavia, Afii, Vercelli, Como, Pa- 
dua, Verona, Ferrara, Ra venna) Reggio, 
Modena, Bologna, ,vith many to,","ns of 
Tufcany, had joined him with more than 
a hundred thout:ïnd men. Milan could 
yet cope vvith this mighty haft. She trutted 
to the firength of her '\
al;s, to the height 
of her towers, to the depth of her ditches 
full of water; but mafi to the valour of 
her- 
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her citizens. Feats of great hardihood 
were achieved on both fides; but after 
forne weeks, bread began to fail \vithin 
the walls, and diforders raged. The dif- 
tria of Milan, at the fame time, with all 
its caftles, was laid wafie; and not a tree 
or vine remained fianding on its fertile 
plains. I n this difirefs, the bcfieged capi- 
tulated, Frederic ha ving offered conditions, 
to which in honour they could accede. 
The principal were; that they íhould give 
three hundred hofiages, that the choice of 
their confuls íhou1d be confirmed by the 
emperor, and that the great regal rights 
(regalia) íhould belong to him *. 
In the fame year, { 158, another nleet- 
ing was convened on the plain of ROl1- 
caglia, the defign of which was to revive 
the ancient rights of the cro\vn of Italy, 
and to fix their limits. Confuls from all 
the cities were prefent, and four dottors 
from Bologna, renowned for legal fcience. 
To thefe the important quefiion was pro- 
pofed. Whether intereft, or adulation, or 
fear, or truth, moil influenced their judg- 
ments, is not faid: but their decifion was 
unanimous and peremptory, that the clai ms 
of Frederic were paramount; that the great 
fiefs and all jurifdittion emaned -from th
 
imperial cro\vn; that the fovereign fights 
11nalien:lblv belonged to him; in a word, 
th t he was monar
h of the territory. The 
doBrine 
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doélrine might be agreeable to the ancient 
ufagcs of Italy; but it did not apply to 
the circumftances of the times.-A

ed by 
the decifion, or more by the prefence of a 
forlnidable army, the lords and magifirates 
then furrendered their rights into the hands 
of Frederic, ,vhom the acclamations of his 
German courtiers, and the Inaxims of the 
fchools, had altnofi perfuaded, that he was 
fovereign Inailer of the world. Thus 
clofed the memorable diet of Roncaglia, 
and with it, for a {hort tilne, the boafied 
liberties of the Lombard fiates *. 
On the death of Rpger II. in I 154, his Sicily. 
fon, William the Bad, fucceeded to the 
throne of the Sicilies. It was aOn extenÍÌ ve 
territory, cornprifing the if1and of Sicily, 
and in Italy, the provinces of Apulia and 
Calabria. William bore no refenlblance 
to his noble progenitors, the princes of the 
Norman line, ,vho, by their prowefs alone, 
had founded a kingdom, and \vhofe con- 
dut1 gave fplendour to the diadem t. He 
poífeífed perfonal courage; but ,,-as, in 
other regards, \;veak, cruel, profligate, in- 
dolen t. l-! is fa vourites governed, and the 
people fuf+"
red; \vhile 
 rebellions, plots, 
and bloodfhed filled up the meafure of his 
reign
.. Still it ,vas the interefi of Rome 
to gain the friendíhip of a tyrant, ""hare 
power nlight be fOlne barrier againfi the 
encroach- 
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encroachments of Frederic, and Adri(lil 
courted and obtained the alliance of Wil- 
liam. The continental poffeffions of the 
Sicilian cro\vn were held under vaíralage 
of the fee of Rome, and mutual protec- 
tion became neceífalY to both. It had 
entered into the plans of Frederic, when 
an occafion íhould offer, to attelnpt the 
fubj ugation of Sicily.. An alluring prof- 
pea thus opened before him. The cities 
of Lombardy reduced, and the fceptre of 
Sicily torn from from the hand of a weak 
monarch, what remained to complete his 
wiíhes? He would refiore to its proper Ie
 
vel the aífumed prerogative of the pontiff:- 
and from ROIne once more give Jaw to the 
fubjeét world. It "Till be feeo how far 
the glittering dream 
9as tealifed. 
Rome. An event, trifling, as it may appear, in 
itfelf, but in its confequences moil fcrious, 
and '
Thich, for eighteen years, engaged 
the attention, and di v;ded the politics of 
chrifiendorn, nO\iV caBs our thoughts. It 
,vas the eleétion of Orlando de Sienna, 
cardinal prieft of St. Mark, (whom the 
reader lateI)F fa" at Befancon,
 to the chair 
of St. Peter. Three days after the death 
of Adrian, VJhich happened on the firft 
of Septelnber, I 1_9, the cardinals af- 
fembling, chofe OrJando, \\rho took the 
name 
f .L
lexander III. Bot three of 
their order, Octavian of St. Cccily, J{)hn 
of Sf.. Martin, and Guido of St. Calixtljs, 
di{[ented, and t

e t "YO l:ltter nominated 
Oaavian,. 
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Oé1avian, ,,-ho called himr
lf Viélor IV. 
-In a mort1ent, th
 ch,urch of St. Peter 
,vas a [cerie of tbe vJildeft confufio
l. The 
eleé10rs of Orlando put on his {houlders the 
fcarlet mantle, (,v
1ich "vas confidercd as 
the ceremony of in vefinlent,) whilft he 
refified, and retiring dec:ared his un\v('r- 
thinefs. But Otlavian [èÍzed tIle facred 
ornament; and when his violence ,;vas op- 
poCed, turnIng to his chap1ain, he called 
for a mantle ,vhich he had ordered him to 
ha ve in readinefs. He threw it precipi- 
tately round his {boulders. '[he doors \\.ere 
opened, and bodies of armed men en- 
tered * . 
In tumults and mutual altercations the 
fcene continued, in Ronle and its n
igh- 
bourhood, till the twentieth; when Alex- 
ander, \vho had \ì\Tithdrawn to fome dif- 
tance, ,'vas confecrated, and [olemnly 
crowned by toe cardinal biíhop of Gilia, 
amidfi the acclamations of a numerous 
clergy, and cro\vds of fenators and of the 
Roman people.-Some days afterwards, 
Viétor likewife was confecrated by the car- 
dinal biíhop of Tufculum. 
To form a jufi idea of the charatlers of 
thefe c0I11petitors, before their exaltation 
to the p1 pacy, is not ea (v.' They \vere 
both high in the efiirnation of Adrian, and 
of his predeceffor, Eugenius, and \vere 
both employed in important cornmiffions: 
VOL. 1. D but 
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I N T ROD U C T ION. 
but Orlando \vas the greater and better 
man. He po{fe{fed a natural eloquence, 
was verfecl in literature, and knO\iVing the 
world, had the addrefs of a courtier, and 
the judgnlent of a fiatefman. He \tvas be- 
neficent and Inild, temperate and forbear- 
ing, prudent and llnirrafcible; but firm 
and perfeverant. In circumfiances lefs 
turbulent, Orlando had been a treafure to 
the church; yet in thofe very circumfiances, 
no one, it may be [aid, cou]d have aBed 
better. When the tiara was firfi prefented 
to him, he put it by, as it feemed with 
llnaffêBed humility; but no [ooner had it 
touched his bro\vs, than he adhered to it 
,
ith the pertinacity of a man, who, through 
life, f}lould ha ve made it the objett of all 
his purfuits.--OBavian was alTIbitious. 
Noble as he "'''as by birth, this paffion had 
been pardonable, had he attempted its gra- 
tification by honourable rneJ ns. His v;r- 
tues were fe\v; and as the qualities of h:s 
n1ind were not great, fo \\-ere his acquire- 
ments proportionable. He had experience, 
hOVv"ever, and \vas verfed in policy and eDurt 
intrigue. By the I:ltter he deemed it poffi- 
ble to make his way to pov\Ter; and he 
fought for po\ver through diífentions and 
firife. flad Alexander been unoppofed, 
general harrr10ny ,yould have given ílrength 
to his government, and fuccefs to his plans. 
This harmony 08avian violated. The 
bIo,",\"" \vas fatal to the peace of the church, 
and the execrations of millions folIo
"cd 
hin1 
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. 
him to the grave * .-As the portraits are 
taken from the charged fketches of pre- 
j udiccd hifiorians, their future condué1 will 
beft delineate the real charaéters of the 
men. 
Aware that he would be inclined to 
countenance his rival, Alexander, 'after 
his enthronation, difpatched nuncios to 
Frederic, who was in Lornbardy, inform- 
ing him of his promotion, and requefiing 
his friendíhip. With difficulty he was per- 
fuaded to fee them; but he returned no 
anfwer.-The cardinals in the interefi of 
Alexander, twenty-two in number, Iike- 
"vife wrote to Frederic. They related the 
circumfiances of the t
TO elet1ions, as given 
above; and they entreated bim, as protec- 
tor of the church, to efpoufe her interefi, 
and not to patronife Oé1avian, the fchif- 
matical invader of her holy fee t. 
Viaor was more fuccefsful. In a letter, 
addreffed to the biíhops and nobles at Fre- 
deric's court, he reminded them of the 
friendfhip he had ever manifefied to their 
mafier and to them; and he intreated their 
good offices, at the perilous moment, \vhen 
Peter's {hip \vas íhaken by the fiorm, and 
the imperial dignity \vas itfelf threatened 
to be obfcured. He mentioned his pro- 
motion, without detailing its circumfiances, 
,vhich \rvas effeé1ed, he fa id, by the choice 
()f the cardinals, the petition of the cler- 
D 2 gy
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I N T ROD IT C T ION. 
gy, and \vith the c0nfent cf the fenatof9 
and the people. "But íhould allY addrefs 
" come to you from Orland0." he conciu- 
ded, " f'Dee cl'laDcellor of t
e"Ro(.nan fee, 
" ""hom a confplfacy aga1'"1fi the church 
" and the empite has devútcd to \\, illiam 
" of Sicily, and \vho, the tv\'elfth day af- 
" ter our eleétion, forced hiu1fclf into our 
" chair, rejett it as full of lies, and as 
" \vrítten by a heretic *.- But the cardi- 
nals of his faBion, who now \vere five, in 
a letter direéted alfo to the emperor's court, 
entered lnore fully on the quefiion. They 
ob[erved; that fince Adrian, in I 156, form- 
ed an 
l1jance with the king of Sicily, there 
had been divifions in the facred college ; that 
\vhen Frederic \\1it h an armed force firft en- 
tered Ita]y, the friends to the Sicilian had 
urged Adrian to excommunicate him, which 
bJovv they (the prefent part of ViQor) had 

'Tarded off; that the filrne faBion had [0- 
lemnly engaged thclnfGlves, ever to oppofe 
the meafures of the enlperor, and to raife no 
O:le to the papacy \\7ho[e fentiments íhould . 
differ fronl their o\vn; that, after the in- 
terment of Adr:an, both parties, notvlith- 
f1anding, had confented to meet, ançl by 
an unaninlo11s vote to eleé1 his fucceífor ; 
-that the Sicilian faBian, on the third day) 
violatin
 this agreement, had chofen Or- 
lando, ;nd that thclnCelve5, at that crifis, 
had votEd for Otta vian;. tbat, in [pite of 
every 
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every remónfirance, when they faw them 
preparing to clothe their favourite, (but 
had not done it,) they had brought for\vard 
Oé1avian, and invefiing him with the fcar- 
Jet mantle, had placed him in the chair, 
with the applaufe of the people, the cler- 
gy, the fenate, and the nobles; that the 
faétion with Orlando firfi r
t
red to the 
cafile, where they reolained more than 
eight d
ys, and then quitting Roole, with- 
drew to Cifierna; that here, on the twelfth 
day only, they firfi cloathed him, and on 
the following Sunday performed his con- 
fecration; that, forne davs after that, on the 
firfi Sunday in Oaober, OB:avian received 
his èonfecration, ha ving, on the day of e1ec- 
tion, in the church of St. Peter, been ca- 
nonically in vefiçd with the mantle .. 
Frederic, thus rnade umpire, as it feem- 
ed, between the contending faBians, ,vith 
the advice of his friends, refolved to con- 
vene a general fynod. The meafure did 
110t exceed the litnits of his power, as it 
had been before prattifed; and by \vhat 
other means cl.luld the controverfy be de- 
cided? Deputies \vere, therefore, named 
to \'Vait 'on the popes,' citing them to ap- 
pear before the council. He wrote to 
Alexander, and to the cardinals of his par- 
ty J and to the prelates of the empire and 
the principal kingdoms of Europe. He 
tells Alexander, ,"Thorn he calls Orlando, 
and his cardinals, that to terminate the 
fchifm \vhich had rifcn in the church, he, 
as 
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as the guardian of her Jaws, had purpofed 
to call a 
vnod at Pa via, where the prelates 
of chrifiendom íhould meet, and bring the 
point to iífue. He commands them to obey 
the fummons, and offers them a fafe-con- 
dud. Should they refufe; God, he fays, 
!hall judge between them, and he, as be.. 
comes the majcfty of the Roman emperor, 
will maintain the caufe of jufiice. "God 
" is my \vitnefs," he concludes, " not led 
" by love or hatred to any man, I feek only 
" his honour and the unity of his church *." 
ae tells the bifhops of chrifiendom, that 
the cardinals of Rome having chofen two 
heads to the church, he had deemed it his 
duty to oppofe the evils which muft enfue; 
that, agreeably to the judgment of the 
wifeft and beft men, and to the decrees of 
former popes, and the ecc
efiafiical canons, 
he had ordered a council to meet at Pavia; 
and that Orla11do and Oé1avian were cited 
to app
r before it. ae then begs the attend- 
ance of each biíhop, requefiing they will 
come with a candid mind, having permit- 
ted no prejudication to inØuence their de- 
cifion t. 
The deputies, arriving at Anagni, where 
Alexander was, entereà the palace, and 
without ceremony, tool{ their feats in his 
prefence. They then announced their 
çommiffion, and gave him the enlperor's 
letter. IIis friends \vere round him. As 
. the" 
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the letter ,vas read, terror and perplexity 
, gathered on their countenances. On one 
fide, the anger of Frederic menaced; and 
the liberty of the church, on the other, 
, feelned expofed to danger. Final1y, ho\y- 
. ever, they reCol ved, after long deliberation, 
not to deîert the caufe of Alexander and 
the church, \'vhrltevrf perils they might in- 
cur; \\7hen himfelf roCe before the depu- 
ties, and [poke: 
" I admit, he fd.id, tha t the emperor is 
" the ad vocate a nd the guardian of the 
" I{oman churc
l, and I am difpofed to 
" !hew him honour above the princes of 
" the earth, \vhen the honour of the king 
" of k.ings is not concerned. Surprifed I 
" am then, that he íhould have difregarded 
" ruy honour, and tranfgreffed the refpeét- 
" fullimits of his predeceífors, in 
onve- 
,
 ning a [ynod \
lithout my participation, 
" and citing me before it. To St. Peter, 
" and through him to the church of Raine, 
" Chrifi ga ve this pri vilegc, that íhe definÌ- 
" tively íhould judge the difputes of oth
r 
" churches, herfelf unjudgcd by all. A od 
" her protéaor íb
ll no\v himfelf infringe 
" this privilege! Canonical tradition and 
" the venerable authority of the fathers, 
" permit me not to go to his court, or to 
" fublnit to his a\vard. . Princes, in other 
" kingdoms, take not to thcmfclves the 
" cognizance of [uch clufes: they refer 
" them to their metropolitans, or to the 
" ap
)fiolic fee" Highly culpable, then
 
" lhould 
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" íhOl11d I 1:e, if, from ignorance or \vant 
" of courage, I permitted t!1e evil to begin 
" at the hCc'\d, and the Chll.lCh to be in- 
"thralled. To [l1pport tt-is. liberty our' 
H fathers fpilt their bl0od; and, !hOtlld the 
f;' times require it, I 2.1fo, a ter their exam 
" ple
 am ready to bare in) crean to dan- 
" ger t." 
The delegates heard the LaId 3ucirefs, 
and leaving'- Alexander, repaired to OBa- 
vian at Segni. lie received thelTI with 
much kindncCs; acd they falutcd him, 
"\vith the u[ual ceremony, profirate at his 
fcet.-The vie\ys and inclinations of Fre
 
cleric \yeïC thus at once manifered, and it 
appeared how little he regalded the advice 
of difpaflìonate judglnent, Vv"hich, with 
fecrning candour, he h
d inclllcated to 
othcrs.
 Viélor, \\.ith great alacrity, receiv- 
ed his propofal, and canfented to [ubrnit 
his caufe to the voice of the cOl.:lncil t. 
Such "",ere the firft aéls of this extraor- 
dinary event, which, the more it is exa
 
mined and detailcd in its various parts, the 
more it [eerns involved in darknefs. The 
fcattercd rays of truth, \vhich on other 
occafions, the hifiarian thinks he can col- 
lea, are here all diffipated" 3s.if the lan- 
guage of party and its mafi folemn fiate- 
mcnts \ycre the Iefs to be credifed, the 
more tbey bore ,the femb]ance of honour 
and veracity.-Alexander, in rcfufing to 
appear 
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appear before Frederic's council, and to 
await its fentence, aBed mofi impoliticly. 
He íhould have kno\vn that the meafure 
vras not unprecedented, and therefore not 
inconfiftent \vith the dignity of the fia- 
tion, to ,^?hich he deemed himfelf cano- 
nically raifed. How elfe was the fchifm 
to be terminated? And who fo competent 
to interfere as the emperor Frederic 
 
That he was not his friend, Alexander, 
indeed, knew; and he might fear his 
preponderating influence. StiIJ, as the 
majority of votes had rendered his eleélion 
canonical, he íhould have met his ene- 
mies with confidence. The haughty lan- 
guage he aífumed, \\"as dittated by the 
fpirit which Gregory VII. had raifed in 
the church *; but in the enlergency of a 
competitor, at leafi, it ill became Alex- 
ander; it irritated the emperor; and was 
a caufe of triumph to his opponents. 
Viélor's conduét was guided by a better 
policy. What truth there was in the cir- 
cumt1:ances of his eletlion, as exhibited 
by his friends, cannot be afcertained; but 
himfelf feemed not inclined to rely too 
confidently on them. \Vith Frederic on 
his tide, he had reafon to imagine that 
his caufe, though weak, might finally 
prevail; nor would he depri vc it of any 
Jdventitious firength, which lay \vithin 
his o\vn reach to give it. His will íhonld 
be 
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be a law to him; he would meet him in 
his fynod at Pavia; and profefs to abide 
its fentence. The good fenfe of this de- 
termination created him many friends, and 
it gave an air of fincerity to his proceed- 
ings, which the caufe wanted, and which 
the outfet of the bufinefs, as generally un- 
derfiood, was not calculated to produce. 
On the behaviour of Frederic, VtThich 
many hifiorians, p
rtial to Alexander, 
have feverely cenfured, much might be 
faid. Agreeably to the plan he had laid 
for the [ubjugation of Italy, a pontifl: 
not a verfe from his general fchemes, of 
forne pliancy of charaéter, and not too 
elate 
Tith the notions of prerogative, it 
was natural he fhould ".ifh to patronife. 
To him Alexander was perfonally ob- 
noxious, and he might \veU fufpea that 
the facred college nleant a pointed in- 
fuIt, when they raifcd him to the chair; 
for he it \
"as, """ho, but the year before in 
the diet at Be(1.ncon, had braved hin1 to 
his' beard. Perhaps alfo there ,vas truth 
in the report, that a plot, in fa vour of the 
Sicilian king, had been formed againfi 
l1inl, and that, in confequence th
reof, 
the votes fell on Orlando. The treaty 
\vith William of Sicily \vas a Faa of no- 
toriety. Thefe things confidered, a 
prince, lees vindiélive and Iefs ambitious 
than Frederic "vas, may be allovycd to 
have favoured the rival of his enemy, par- 
ticularly when it could be done under the 
í11ew 
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/hew of equity and the Jove of order. 
Let it alfo be added, that fo complicated 
,vas the fiory of the election, in its dif- 
ferent views, and \vhich the council of 
Pa via, as will be feen, did not at all eluci- 
date, that, without any previous bias, a 
man of real fincerity might have erred. 
That the elettions of both were irregular, 
I have no doubt; but the reception of the 
chrifiian world, at length, gave validity 
toOl that of Alexander. Frederic, in the 
mean while, was ftrenuous for his friend, 
and prepared for the fynod of Pavia. It 
was the end of the year I 159- 
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\Vith tbe EVENTS of the Period. 


BOO K I. 


Council of Pavia.-Alexander and YíElor.-.. 
Henry and Louis.-War in Lombardy.- 
Alexander retires to France.-Becket cho- 
fin archbifhop of Canterbury.-Change in 
his life and manners.-Coltncil of 'Tours, 
-Di/þute between Henry and his biJhops. 
-ConduEl of the pri,nate..-Meeting at 
Clarendon.-Its con.Jlitutions.-Becket re- 
pents of his weaknefs.-The king applies 
to Alexander.-Becket attempts to lea
'e 
the kingdom.-Death cf Viélor, and the 
offairs oj Lombardy.--lifeeting at Nor- 
t,hampton. 
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thampton.-Brief account if the Anglo- 
Normangoverllment and polity.-Power if 
the king.- National council.--:King' scourt. 
-County court.-Revenue of the crown.- 
Army.-Na7.}Y.-Laws.-Degrees if no- 
bility.-lrifèrior ranks and bondmen.. 


BOOK I. As the kingdoms of Europe were all 
engaged in the buÍÌnefs of the fchifm, the 
other concerns of policy or religion, of 
war or peace, ieerned to be abforbed in it. 
Embafiàdors were rent to the courts, par- 
ticularly of the Engliíh and French kings, 
and fecret en1ifi
lries were employed, by 
both parties, to for\vard their ref peéti ve 
interefis. The kings, in the confliét of 
fuch various opinions, prudently withheld 
their judgment: thl
 biíhops, as charaéter 
or intereft diretled, precipitately engaged
 
or waited till time or better documents 
íhould clear the uncertain medium; and 
the people, as their teachers inclined, \vere 
fometimes for Viétor, and fOffif1tjrnes for 
Alexander. The decifion of Europe hung 
in fufpence; but Frederic, who felt a 
nearer interefi, and ,",.ho moved on the 
fcene, had wifely planned his meafures; 
and he now announced the opening of 
the council at Pavia for the fifth of 
FebruarYII 
t 160. It aífernbled. Not more than fifty pre... 
. ï lates \vere there from Germany and the 
o
oP:

a. Italian fiates; but abbots and óther 
eli- 
g10US 
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gious fuperiors exceeded calculation
. De-BOOK I. 
legates fron1 different nations, from Fran
e
 160. 
and England, were alfo there. FrederIC 
took his feat, and [poke: " Although, 
" as ernperor, I kno\v that I ha ve au tho- 
" ri ty to con vene councils, part ieu larl y 
" 'v hen the church is thus expofed to dan- 
ce ger, lfor fo did Confiantine and many of 
" my predecefiòrs;) yet to you, fathers, 
" I entrufi: the deciGon of this important 
"bu1Ìnefs. The Almighty has made you 
" his minifiers, and he gave you power to 
" judge me. In the concerns of religion 
" I pretend not to interfere: condut1: 
" yourfel ves, therefore, and decide in this 
" affair, as having only God for your 
"judge." He pronounced the folc11111 
addrefs, and ,vithdre\v, leaving th
 [ynod 
to free deliberation t. Viétor was p
'
- 
fent. 
For feven days the quefiion \'\"'as de- 
bated, when Við:or, whofe caufe had 
been po\'verful1y fupported, "vas declared 
duly eIeéted; a.nd they condemned Alex- 
ander, \vho, having been canonicaIly 
cited, had contumaciou!1y) it \vas [aid, 
refufed to appear i" 
The filaf; of evidence brought before 
the council, by the heads of the Roman 
clergy, and other perfolls of difiinétion, 
\vho folemnly declared they had been \vit- 
neífes to every tranCað:ion, all tended to 
prove, 
· Radev. c. 6-1-. t Ibid. :t: rd. c 65. 
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BOOK I. prove, that Oéla vian "vas invcfied \ivith the 
1160. fcarlet nlant]e, and publicly enthroned in 
the chair of St. Peter, at the petition of 
the people, and ,vith the con{cnt of the 
clergy, in the prefence even of Orlando, 
and unoppofed by him and his friends, 
eleven days before the elettion of the'lat- 
ter. The circurnfiantial evidence is re- 
corded by the hi11orian, who affified at the 
fynod *. 
The fentence of the council was carried 
to the emperor, who received it with re- 
fpea, and approve...i it. Vit10r was then 
condué1ed to the church, [urrounded by 
the clergy, and proclaimed by the peoplé, 
fivereign pontif and univerJal pope. Fre- 
deric waited at the door, and bowed as 
he approached; then taking him by the 
hand, he led him to his feat, and kneeling 
ki{[ed his ílippert.-Soon after\vards he 
wrote to the archbifhop of Saltzburg and 
bis fuffragans, informing them of the 
events of the council, and infifiing prin- 
cipally on the confpiracy formed againft 
himfelf, during the life of Adrian, as I 
have related, in confequence of which, he 
fays, Alexander had been chofen, and of 
that confpiracy, he adds, frefh evidence 
had appeared. This circumfiance, as \ve. 
learn from other letters written to the 
fame German prelate, and the non-3 p- 
pearance of Alexander, operated princi- 
cipa.lly 
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þàI1y in favour of Viétor. It ,vas pru_ BOOIC J. 
dently apprehended, íhould the nomina- 116;:>. 
tion of the former be confirmed, that dif- 
cord \\
ould for ever divide the empire and 
the church =N-. 
A circular letter \vas a)[o fent to every 
cbrifiian flate by the prefidents of the 
council. They detail its principal circum- 
fiances, and conclude \vith a prayer, that 
the fentence pronounced at Pavia filay be 
received by the univerfal church, as fixed 
and irrevoca ble. 
Alexander, in the mean time, furround- Alexan- 
ed by his friends at Anagni, \vaited una-d,
r and 
b3íhed the iífue of the meeting. A fen... \ lét:>r. 
tence of excommunication had been pro- 
nounced againfi him at Payia, but he was 
prepared to meet it. He caUed on Fre- 
deric to repent, and v"hen he \vas deaf to 
his admonitions, him he excomrnuni- 
I c
ted; be rene\\"ed the cenfure againfi 
ViEtor and his adherents; and, in ímita- 
tioo of fame of his predeceífors, he ab- 
[olved from their aIlegiance the fuhjeéts of 
the empires t. Legates vII-ere then fent 
to the different courts, and into the cafi; 
and to Confiantinople. The reprefenta- 
, tions from Pavia vvere thus po\
.erfully 
counteraBed. They iníìíled that the right 
of eleBion, by the confiitution and 
canons of the church, refided in the college 
of cardinals, a great majority of v

hom 
VOL. I. E had 
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:BOO
 I had eleéted Alexander; that the fiory of 
II> 1160. Viétor's invefiiture, as exhibited by his 
friends, "vas a notorious fable; that the 
meeting at Pavia ,\yas rather a Gernlan 
diet, called by the emperor, who had pre- 
viouf1y efpoufed Oaavian, and vvhich was 
devoted to hi
 interefi; and awed by a 
JniIitary force; that deputies from Alex- 
ander \vould have gone to Pavia, not to 
fubmit to its fentence, but to relate tbe 
circumfiances of his eleétion, could it ha ve 
been done without the peril of their Ii ves ; 
that were the charaéters of the competitors 
impartially vie\yed, every friend to virtue 
and religion \vould declare for Alexander, 
and rejett with horror the implldent and 
daring ViBor *. 
In England and France great exertions 
\vere made, and 11lexander at Jail triumph- 
edll Their ambaffadors at Pavia had pru- 
dently given no opinion; but by the ac- 
tivity, principally of the bifhop of Lifieux, 
a learned ITlan, and in great favour with 
Henry, whofe fubjeét he \vas, the caufe 
of Alèxander was rapidly promoted in all 
the dominions of the tV\lO kingslI It was 
much the interefi of both that ;0 religious 
controverfy íhould divide their fubjeéls. 
The emperor had f0111e intere!t in the 
Inind of f]enry, and he had even fent his 
chancellor into France, that the moil mark- 
ed attention might give \ycight to the fen- 
tence 



 Baron. an.. I 160. 
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fence of the council. It did not fucceed. B OOK J. 
The kings proceeded with great deli be- - 1160. 
ration; but they were not difpofed to 
patronife the fchemes of Frederic, of 
\vhofe po\ver they had already ample rea- 
fon to be jealous, and they rather defpifed 
the pious af[eé1ation and the unfeemly in- 
terference of him and his German foldiers, 
in the concerns of the church. They 
took the fenfe of the clergy, in t\VO fe- 
parate meetings, in both of ,vhich the 
eleétion of Alexander '\tvas dec]ared to be 
canonical. At the fa[ne time, by the. 
king's order, a council was held in Eng- 
land, which eoded in the fame decifiÐn. 
On this Alexander \vas publicly acknovv- 
ledged, and both churches, with their 
kings, fubmitted to his authority * . -The 
biíhop of Lifieux relates, that fo great a 
horror' had Henry of the perfon of OBa- 
vian, that when a letter c rom that fchif- 
lnatic \vas prefented to hinl, he \you]d 
not touch it \vith his hand; bllt receiving 
it on a chip, \vhich he picked from the 
I duft, he threw it violently behind his 
back, to the great amufement of the fpec- 
ta tors. 
We have not yet done \vith the firfl 1161. 
tranfaétions of this memorable quarrel. 
The follo\
/ing year, I 16 I, t,yO other 
councils '\vere convened. At Touloufe, 
E 2 the 
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BOOK I. the two kings, willing to give greater [0- 
1161. leI1]nity to the caufe they had efpoufed, 
accompanied by their barons, met the 
prelates and abbots of their reahns. Em- 
bait'ldors from tþe emperor and the king 
of Spain attended, and legates fron1 the 
popes.. Cardinal Guido of Crenla, the 
eleBor of Vittor, and now, \vith Jùhn of 
St. Martin, his reprefentative at Touloufe, 
\\Tas firfi heard. He [poke \vith elo- 
quence, and with much addre[s fupported 
his ITIaiter's caufe. Cardinal \Villialn of 
Pa via, one of Alexander's legates, rcpl)ed. 
I-:Ie had the charatter of a great orator, 
.but the finccrity of his attachment to "ybat 
\Yas deemed the orthodox party, had been 
fufpeéled. On a viíìt to his friends at 
Pavia J during the celebration of the fynod, 
he ailificd at it, and did not oppofe the 
torrent, though truth and jufiice, it \vas 
faid, \yere carried dovrn in the firean1 *. 
I-le \vas no\v ITIOre a tti ve. I-Ie refuted the 
a rgll ments of his .ad ver
lry, and laid the 
cviàcnce of truth before the eyes of the 
council. Alex
ndcr '",as declared to ha ve 
been canónically chofen; the kings coo- 
firnlcd the [entence; and Vié10r \yith his 
afTociates \"'3S again anathematifedt. 
In revenge, another meeting \vas con- 
vened at Lodi by 
viaor and Frederic, 
,y herei n the procecdi n gs of Pa vi a \vere 
con'firmed, and a long lift of ccnfures pro- 
nounced 
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nounccd againfi the adver[e party. It \vas BOOK I. 
as nun1cro
í1y attended, and as refpet1:able 1161. 
as that of 'I'oulol1 fe t.- Thus i!1 rnutual 
recrinlinations, aud the horrid ,var of a

- 
themas, paífed the firfi years of this inauf- 
picious period. Alexander rcÍÌdcd at iinag- 
ni, in the territories of the Sicilian king; 
for he could not enter Rome, where a PO\v- 
crful faBion oppofed him: and ViBor \vas 
generaIlv in the court of Frederic, ,vh0m 
great cO;lcerns fiil] detained in Lombardy." 
As yet the interefls of the rival popes 
,yere net unequally paifed. On the fide of 
Alexander \yere the kingdoms of France, 
of England, of Spain, as far as the chri[- 
tia n interefi then extended, and of Sicilv. 
-vVith Vittor ftood the empire \vith ï"ts 
dependent fiates, and the northern king- 
doms of Denmark and NorvlJ.v.-Romp 
itfelf \yas rather \vith ViBor ; a 
d on each 
fide were many inferior fiates and preÌates, 
of \yhom fo!ne remained neutra], ,vhiie 
others, uninfluenced by the judgment of 
the majority, chofe to think for thel11felves. 
-But it mufi not be forgotten, th3t the 
Latin church in PaIefiine a
lhered to Alex- 
ander, and that even the Grecian emperor 
of Confiantinople, v;ith his patriarchs, 
princes, bifhops, clergy, and people ac- 
kno\vledged the ]eg
lity of his elettion, 
though they rejeé1ed his comnlunion, and 
ridiculed his claim to fnpremacy over tl:e 
r"! 
ealterll 
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BOOK I. eafiern church. Alexander had folicited 
1161. the vain approbation. Emanuel Comne- 
nus could not remain a nlere fpeétator, 
,vhile a quefiion of fame magnitude agi- 
tated the wefiern "7orId; and befides, he 
was jealous of the fpreading honours of 
Frederic, and idly projeéted, as \1vill be 
feeo, to ftrengthen his feeble arIn by the 
recovery of norninal empire. 
Henry & \Vhile Henry and Louis, with uncom- 
Louis. mon accord, thus laboured to pacify Europe, 
or perhaps only to th\vart the machinations 
of Frederic, other events had engaged their 
attention. Louis loft Confiantia, his fe- 
cond queen; and as a male heir \'
as f1jJl 
,vanting to the throne, (for {he aJfo had 
left t\VO daughters only,) the lords of the 
council urged him again to marry", Pliant 
and condefcending as he was, in Jefs than 
fourteen days, he took to his arms .lldelaide, 
the í\,fier of the earl of Champagne, v
.hofe 
broth'ers '\vere the counts of Blois and Sa 0- 
èerre. The conneé1ion difpleafed Henry. 
The earls ,vere nephews to Stephen, late 
king of England, who could not be his 
friends, as he had difpoífeffed their family 
of a throne; and the elevation of their 
fifler would naturally dra\v then) nearer to 
Louis, and give them ,"-eight in his coun-: 
cils. 
I have related \vhat ,yere the conditions 
of the marriage treaty between the eJd(-'ft 
fan of Henry and the daughter of tre 
French 
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French king *. She was to be educated BOOK. I. 
under the eye of her future father, and the " 1161. 
caflles of Gifors, Neufle, and Neuchatel 
vjere appointed for her do\ver. In the fub- 
fequeÌ1t treaty of peace, it 
feenis to ha ve 
been fiipulated, that the v
Thole Norman 
Vexin, '" ith the cafiles, íhouJd be furren- 
dered to Henry, for the ufe of his fon, 
within three years, or fooner, if the par- 
ties lhould .be ifPoufid with the conjen! of the 
churchf. Henry was 110\V deÍÌrous that it 
íhould be no longer in the po\ver of Louis 
to rèvoke tbe contraét. The ne,v connec- 
tion he had made gave rife to fame anxiety, 
as the prince and princefs werê as yet in- 
fants, and he faw that the politics of 
France might foon be turned into another 
channel. 
The legates of Alexander "Tere in France. 
To them the Engliih monarch applied for 
a difpenfation, which VlOllld at once re
 
move the objeBion that might be dra\vn 
from the infant fiate of the parties, and 
effeélually efiabJifh the neceífary condition, 
tIle confent 0/ the church. It is ,veIl kno'\vn 
of \vhat confequencc, at that critical mo- 
ment, \vere to l\Iexander tpc fupport and 
good "viII of Henry. To have rcfufèd his 
petition ,vas dangerous, and yet to grant 
it might be difpleafing to Louis. But the 
legates vvere aware, ,vhich of the tvro 010- 
parchs could be 1110fi eafily ruled, and they 
granteq, .. 
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BOOKT. granted the di{penfa
ion. The Frencll 
.. 
 16,1. l{ing, we are told, was fcandalized at their 
too eafy condua *; but probably he was 
not lefs affeé1ed to find himfelf thus over- 
reached, as he might think, by the politic 
prince, and be cOlnpelled to furrender the 
.important forts, which, in the ordinary 
courfe of things, íhould have remained 
longer in his po
'er. The nlìptials between 
the infants \vere celebrated; and Henry 
çlemanded the cafiles, \vhich \yere .infiantJy 
deliv
r(d into his han
s, by the knights 
templars, to \ìVhofe çufiody they had been 
çomll1itted.- Though in the tranfaétion, 
confidering the tenor of the treaty, there 
might be nothi,ng fraudulent; yet honour- 
able furcly it 
Yas not, and little did it ac- 
cord ,vith that open and nlanly fpirit, 
'\vhich, as hifiorian.s too encomÎafiic have 
proclaimed, uniforrnly ani mated the breafi 
ç:>f He
ry. The 

riters, moil cOIitempo-: 
rary \yith the event, rcprefent it in colours 
vot favou{able to their kin
, and feem to 
bave kno\vn nothing of th
 'extraordinary 
claufe io the fccon
l trc
ty, "Thi
h I ITI:en- 
tioncd t. 
The honefi Louis, roured bv the infult, 
.I . 
.\It,,Tith his ufllal inlpctuofity, flc\v to arms. 
I-lis ne\/V relations j0ined in the quarrel, 
.and fortifying Chal1rnont, a cJíl1e border- 
ing on Touraine, threatened from thence to 
lay ,vaile th
 tcrritory of t]

 enemy. Th
 
enemy 


.. .Arnulp. ep, 23. t 1-
eub,r;g.
. Z4-' I-!oveden: an. 1161: 



OF KING HENR Y II. 57 

ncrny \vas prepared, and 
"ith uncommon BOOK 1. . 
aIertne[s frufirated their deíìgns. In the J 161. 0 
Norman Vexin, the two armies often ap- 
proached within fight, and as often retired. 
I They feared one another; and this was a 
nloment for the mediation of friends. The 
1egates interfered, and a truce was con- 
cluded *.-If thefe fervants of an ambiti- 
ous mailer, fedulous to extend the vain 
prerogative of his court, be accufed of 
fowing d![cord, and of breaking afunder 
the facred tie \vhich binds the prince and 
the people, alfo it mull be [aid that, often 
they \vere heralds of peace, and obfiruBed, 
by their mediation, the tffuÍÌon of human 
b.lood. · 
Frederic alfo, though pledged to fupport Vlar in 
the fchifm, \vould not permit it to engrofs jombar- 
his thoughts. The plan he had formed for y. 
the fubjugation of LOlllbardy, he purfued 
unrclnittin
dv.. His omçcrs bv their exac- 

 . 
 

ìons daily irritated the proud re?u blicans, 
and it did not feenl that either they or their 
mafier were difpofed to comply.with the 
terms on \Jvhich Milan h
d cjpitulated. 
fhe utter [ubverÍÌon of their liberty, they 
had reafon to apprehend, 
ould alone gra- 
tify the ambitious filonarch. He com- 
rnanded th
 Milane(e to [urrre[s their 
con[uls, and to aècept magiDr
rc
 f:-om 
him; and becaufe Crema \vas t!1t:'i
 ally, 
he infified that they Ïl10ulù 1c\?cl their 
. vçaUs, 


a 
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nOOK I. V\TaIls, and fill up their ditches. Neither 
r 1161. of them obeyed the Ì1nperious mandate. 
They had no refource but in their arms. 
The Milanefe, in great force, left their 
,valls, and falling fuddenly on Trezza, a 
cafile v.; here t11e em peror's money \-vas kept, 
they took it by florrn, feized his treafure, 
and ,vith it a firong garrifon of German 
1òldiers *. 
The emprefs Beatrix, duke Henry the 
Lion, and other princes, now joined the 

mpcrial fiandard, with great reinforce- 
ments. For agreeably to the military fer- 
vice, in the feudal fyfiem, an arn1Y of 
vaífaIs, like the ocean, perpetuaHy ebbed 
and flowed. Thus firengthened, he 
marched, in fury, againf1: Crema. Four- 
teen hundred Milanefe had, in the mean 
time, flown to the fuccaur of their friends. 
Prodigies of valour, fays the hifiorian who 
view-ed the fiege from the enlperor's camp, 
tyerè done on both fides; and the machines 
ôf 
"2.r, then employed to throvJ fiones, 
éau[ed dreadful devafiation. The men of 
Cremona, \vho fought for Frederic, and 
,;vhofe animofity againfi the beíìeged \vas 
great, filling two hundred caí1{s \vith earth, 
rolled them into the ditch, and on them 
puíhed forward a wooden cafile. It over- 
lool{ed the \valls. A fhower of broken 
tòcks frolll the enemy infiantly thundered 
òn its fides, and it tottered 'to the lo\
refi 
planks, 
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planks. Frederick ordered the bafiages, BOOK I. 
he had before received from Crema, and 1161. 
Milanefe prifoners, of noble blood, to be 
expofed, bound, on the fummit of the 
tower. The befieged viewed the horrid 
fpeétacle, but did not relent in their exer- 
tions. Nine of the unfortunate men vvere 
11ain, when the îurvivors were withdrawn 
from the 11aughter. A [cene of dreadful 
retaliation eofned. The German and other 
prifoners \vere brought out on the 
7alls, 
and butchered in the fight of Frederic and 
his arlny. In [uch bloodilied and cruel 
feats did the liege continue for alrnofi fix 
months, and no efforts of the aífailants 
could abate the refifiance of thefe defpe- 
rate men. But their chief engineer de- 
ferted to the enemy; and fatigue, íleep- 
Iefs nights, and un \\Tholeforne fóod, ,vore 
them do\vn. They implored the mediation 
of duke Henry, a prince humane and ge- 
nerous, as Frederic was relentlefs and f\- 
vere, and of Peregrinus, patriarch of Aqui- 
leia, the fafi friend to Vitlor and his caufe. 
But they could only obtain, that the allies 
í110uld quit the place unarmed, and the in- 
habitants of Cren1a \vith \vhat each could 
carry. " They bad their 'aft adieu to 
H thofe ,valls they had fo nobly defended, 
" and came out bearing on their {boulders 
" \vhat th<:y held 1110ft dear, their infants, 
" their infirm wives, an
 aged parents." 
Crema 
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BOOK 1. Crcma \vas then pillaged; nnd the fire and 
116[. the halnnler foon laid it in the dufi *. 
Milan "vas yet unconquered. The elTI- 
pefor, \vith his Italian allies, fell upon their 
territories; but they every \vhere refified, 
and meeting hilTI in the field, they defeat- 
ed part of his army, and forced himfelf to 
retire. The period of fervice being expir- 
ed, th
 German vaífals, as ufual, after 
the defiruttion of .Grema, had gone home. 
In [pring they returned, and \\"ith them 
many. marc princes and prelates, at the 
head of their contingent of troops. His 
brother Conrad came; Frederic his couíìn 
duke of Suabia; the landgrave of He{fe; 
and the fan of the king of Bohemia. No 
one í1lone more brilliant than Rinaldo, the 
ne\vly eleBed archbifhop of Cologne, who 
marched with five hundred horfe. Thus 
reinforced, Frederic once Clore turned his 
face towards Milan, and on the lafi days 
of March I [6 I, encompaífcd it with his 
tnighty hoft t. 
Experience had no\v taught him, that 
his nlachines a
ainfi the vval1s of l'vlilan 
:) 
,vould be [pent in ufelefs rage; that the 
courage of its citizens 'Nas unfl1rmounta- 
ble: and that hunger and difirefs could 
:-1Ìone fubdue theln. As he had done be- 
fore, he therefore, fifteen miles rODnd, de- 
firoyed all the produce of the earth, and 
fa 
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fo guarded the paffes that not the fIn all eft BOOK I. 
aid could enter. He hitn[elf fat down at 1161. 
Lodi, a to\vn in the neighbourhood, ex- 
peéting, ,vith [ullen impatience, the dread- 
ful effeB of his meafures. The efièél [oon 
took place. Want of provifions created 
famine, and famine pefiilence. Deputies 
waited on the emperor, offering on the 
part of the citizens, to beat down their 
,valls, and to fill their ditches. " You 
" {hall furrender at difcret
on;" faid he, 
advi[ed to it by fome of the princes, but 
chiefly by his Italian allies, \yho hated 
l\1ilan. The next day, the four confuIs 
came; and they fwore on their f\vords, 
\vhich ,,,ere naked in their hands, to do the 
will of Frederic, and promifed that the 
people íhould f\ivear the fame. Early on 
the next l11orning, five hundred horfell1en 
advanced ''lith the banners and keys of the 
city, and laid them at the conquerår's feet. 
He demanded four hundred hofiages; \vhile 
tvyel \Je comnliilioners ,vere fent to recei ve 
from the people the promifed oath of fub- 
mifiìon. With his court he then proceed- 
ed to Pavia, ,.vhence an order ,vas dif- 
patched to the confuls that, " within 
" eight days, the citizens, men and \VOn1en, 
U evacuate the city." The order \yas com- 
plied vrith. The nobility aDd P r1DcÍnai 
. í 
inhabitants retired to tbe neighbourióg 
tovvns: but the poor, and the difconfola te 
populace, loitered about the rnonafierics 
,vhich \ycre built near th
 ,valls, hoping 
t h '1 t 

.
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BOOK I. that forne pity might be left in the viélor's 
1161. breaít, and that they íhould be permitted 
to return to their houfes. The next day, 
he entered Milan with his troops, and, on 
a íìgnal, configned it to general pillage. 
Nothing was fpared; not the weahh of 
the citizens, nor the ornaments of the 
churches. This done, he pronounced the 
laft fatal decree, that " the city be def- 
troyed to its foundations." 
But deÍÌrous, probably, that the odium 
of the favage work íhould not fall on his 
Germans, he entrufied its execution to his 
Lombard foldicrs, and allotted to each di- 
vifion the feveral quarters of the town. 
With the ferocity of their ancel10rs, and 
the vengeance of more than human hatred, 
they performed thcir commiffion. They 
were the men of Pavia, of Cremona, of 
þodi, of Novara, and of C0010. The 
proud palaces of Milan, its churches, its 
ancient monuments, and its ,valls \vith a 
]lundred towers, foon lay profirate in the 
dufi. The metropolitan church of St. Am- 
broCe was alone permitted to ftand: but 
the Gothic rava2:er ordered its tower to be 
, 
lo\\
ered, which -for its height and exqui- 
ute workmaníhip had been vie,,?ed with 
admiring wonder. The body of the church 
was much injured by its fall. On the fol- 
lo\:ving Sunday, \vhich ,vas the lafi of lent, 
Frederic enter d this awful temple he had 
facriIegioufly profaned, and, ,vith affeé1ed 
devotion, anlidfi its ruins, recei ved the 
. bleífed 
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bIcífed olive branch from the hand of the BOO
.J . 
officiatin g minifier. He returned to Pavia , 6 
II . I.. 
\vhere in folemn pomp, he kept his Eailer, 
and appeared before the people -cro\yoed 
with the imperial diadem. Two years be- 
fore he had vo\ved never to \vear it more, 
till Milan íhould be vanquiíhed. The 
news of its defirué1ion fpread a general 
terror, and the towns of Italy trembled at 
the name of Blrbarofi:.1. * II 
Bre[cia, the ally of Milan, and PJacen- 
tia, no\v voluntarily furrendered to the 
viao!") and accepted his hard conditions. 
Thefe were; to receive a magifiratc 
from him, to level tbeir fortifications, to 
give IIp their c;afiles, to pay a large [uln 
of money, and to folIo,v him to 'var. 
Alike terms ,vere prefcribed to Bologna, 
and to other towns of le[s note.- Thus 
from the Alps to the gates of Rome, every 
city, and every fortrefs, bowed the neck 
: to this formidable prince. It \vas tin1e he 
1hould fhe\v his laurels in Germany, and 
attend to the concerns of ViBor. 
I have been particular in detailing thefe 
events, becaufe they are interrfiing in 
themfelves and in their confequences ; and 
becaufe toe contemporary hifiorians are 
di1Iufe in their narrations. The adulatory 
praife they give to Frederic I \yould not 
tranfcribe. We lear:1 \vhat ,'(;as his real 
charatler; \yc fee the fpirit of the Lom- 
b " r r1... 
(l \,':', 
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BOOK I. bards, and' the manner in which to\vns 
1161: w"ere defended and attacked. The engines 
they ufed refernblcd tho[e of the ancient 
Ron1ans : indeed, till the difcövery of gun- 
po.\vder, it could only be by battering the 
walls, that any imprefEon could be made. 
When a breach \;vas effeétcd, they fiormed 
with f words, battle-axes, and pondetou
 
clubs of iron. But I !hall afterwards have 
occaÍÌon to treat more diftinétlv of the mili- 
tary art of thore days, in \vhi
h the empe- 
ror, above the refl, fcetTIs principally to 
have excelled. lIe \Yas emulous of a [DI- 
dier's fatTIe. 
Alexander had quitted Campania \vhere 
Alexan- he reuded at Anagni, proteé1ed by the 
der goes King of Sicily, and had returned to ROnle. 
into 
France. But the faétion of Oétavian, ,vhich was 
powerful, the difaffeQion, at that time, of 
the Romans themfelves to papal govern- 
ment *, and the great interefl of l:;'rederic, 
foon forced hin1 to \vithdravvII Again he 
retired into Campania; and as his friends 
urged hin1 to depart from a country, which 
no longer nlerited the bJeffing of his pre- 
fence, he refolved to [eel{ for an nfylum 
in France. i\t Terracina four galJeys 
,"Tere prepared, by hi') Sicilian majefiy, to 
recei ve hilD. He appointed a vicar at 
Rome, a:1d [ailed" Through many perils 
he arrived firfi at Genoa, and thence, after 
a fuccefsfnl 


1162. 
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R fuccefsful voyagej" landing on the French E

K J. . 
coafi, he proceeded, with all his retinue, IIÓ1. 
to l\1ontpellier;. On a \",hite ha"ckney, ha- 
bited in his pontifical robes, and furround- 
ed bv á countle[s multitude, he pntered the 
pop
lous city. He was happy that could 
approach him. The barons of the pro.;. 
vince wete there with their va{[als,' and 
the governor at the head of his troops: 
they advanced in order, and kiífed his 
feet. Stricken by the unufual fpeé1:åcIe, 
R Saracen prince, who \vas prefent, witl1 
his attendants fell profirate, and "adored 
" the pontiff, as the god of the chr
fiiáns.,j 
By an interpreter, he then åddreífed him 
in his mafier's name. Alexanàer returned 
an affable anf,-,ver, and V\ 7 ith the nobles, 
fays my author, ordered him "to take an 
honoùrable place at his feet *.-Many pre.;;. 
l:1tes of the GaUican church [oon cro\vded 
to Möntp
llicL Before then], Alexander 
harang
led the people: he rclated the cir.... 
tumfiancés of his eleélion, inveighed 
againfi the infolence of his enemies, and 
again folemn]v excotnmunic
ted Oétavian 
a
d his ådher
hts; 
. \\Then Lou is heard that the pope lvas 
in L
nguedoc, he rent deputies to hiln
 
By the addre[s of his ne\v queen, or of her 
brother, the tount of Champagne, who 
were related, it is fai
 to Viaor, forne 
change, it feems, bad taken' place in the 
VOL. I. F difpofitions 


· Aaa éÍþ. Bar. an. 116
. 
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nooK-.I. difpofitions of Louis, and of this Ale.xa
n
 
cler had been apprifed. He received the 
1.162.. 
deputies coolly, which fo far irritated the 
monarch, that he acquainted his brother- 
in-law of it, and commiffione.d him to 
'Wait on the emperor. The cloud. foan 
paífed over. Legates- of gre
t refpetl.came 
fromfthe pope, requeßing that their m.af- 
tGr might be informed, in what part of the 
kingdom it would be mofi ag.reeable: to his 
Majefty, for him to. refide. They were 
well recei v.ed, we know.; for at: their re.. 

urn, Alexander left Montpellier, and came 
(9 Clermont in Auvergnet. 
. Frederic, in the mean while, advifed by 
the earl of) Champagne., projeßed a fo- 
Iemn conference, at \"\;bich the prelates 
and lords of both kingdoms íhould be pre- 
fent, and where the preten1ìons of the ri. 
val 'popes íhould again, be difcuífed. St.. 
Jean de Laune, on the borde.rs of Bur- 
gundy, fituated on the Saone, then the 
frontier of France, was thought the moft 
proper place4 The king, anxious to give 
peace to the church, confented to the 
propofal; but the artful nobleman was 
careful not to acquaint him with the arti- 
cle of the convention he had fettled with 
the e,m peror. The latter had left Italy, j 
and now haftened towards Burgundy. ef- I 
corted by a noble trai n of princes, prelates, 
and a military guard. Vié10r alfo was 
with 


t Fleury from Duchefne t. 4. p. 416, &c. ABa ibid. 
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'vith. him. The French king was not lefs BooK J. 
fpJendidly attended. . On the way he 
et I 16
. 
.."\lexander, who refufed to accompany hIm 
to the conference, again ple-
ding the pri- 
vilege of the Roman fee: "It is firange," 
obferved Louis, "thät, feeling, as you do, " 
" the jufiice of your cau[tJ, you lhould de- 
" cline this trial .. 
The circumfianêes of the confe
ence, 
which enfued, are fo varioul1y related, 
that no accurate ftateineht can be made
 
The earl of Champagne; it feems" had 
promiîed more thän his mafier ViaS difpof- 
ed to comply with; and when the latter 
; confented to nand to the agreement óf his 
minifier, the eP1tJeror, in his turn, Ì"eëéd- 
cd. He faw that it would hot be poffible 
to gain the point he- had In view: either to 
fet afide both the popes, and eleé1 a new 
lone; or to confirm irrevocablv the no- 
! Ininati<?n of Vittor. Iri feign
d 
xcufes 
I ' and infiocere propofals n1any days 
hus paf.:. 
, fed. The king, at lail, availing hirnfelf 
I of the non
appèarance of Frederic at a eer.:. 
! tain intervie\v, he had engaged to attend, 
, fuddenly withdre\v, an
 tne aífemb1y was 
dj[foIved. It is alfo related, that the ap. 
proach of the king of England, V'lith a 
great forte, to fupport the caufe of Alex:'" 
ander, againfl the menaces öf the emperor, 
çontributed not a little to the abruPt ter- 
. .. . A. 
ffilnatlon of the co.nferencet. 
F 2 Alexander, 


· Fleury from Duchefne t. iv.. p. 4 J 6. &c. A
a ibid. 
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:BpOK I. 
 Alexander, during thefe tranL'ié1ions) 
r ,vas at Bour g dieu, a monaOer y at A q ui- 
1162. 
. taine, waiting, in anxious folicitude, the 
uncertain iífue of the conference. Bere 
he ,\yas vifited by Henry, \vho, being În- 
f<?rrned oftheeventofthemeeting, would 
proceed no further. Profirate on the 
ground he kiífed the feet of his holinefs; 
then rifing, he offered him rich prefents 
of gold, and ,vas perm itted to kifs his lips. 
But he declined the honour of a chair, 
\vhich was prepared for him, and, 'i\lith 
his barons, took his feat on the floor. 
Three days he [pent with Alexander, and 
left him, nluch charmed \vith the inter- 
viewt.-The t\VO kings themfelves foon 
after met at Couci fur I.loire, \vhere they 
received the pontiff: They walked on foot 
by his fide, each holding a reign of his 
horfe's bridle, and íbe\ved him to his tent; 
exhibiting fueh a fpeélacle, fëlYS Baronius, 
to God, to angels, and to n1en, as hitherto 
the world had not feen ! 
And íhall it be matter of furprife to the 
reader, \
yho can at all appreciate hunlan 
nature in her matt ordinary operations, 
that the biíhops of ROtTIe, \vhen kings 
thus \yantonly crouched at their feet, or 
performed the office of menial vaífaIs, 
1hould have thought thcmfelves their fl1- 
periors? It ,":,as by a ceremony far Jefe; ob- 
fequious, that, in thofe times, fcudal ho- 
mage 


t Aéla ibiJ. RGb. de 
fon
e an, 1162, 
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m1ge was made, and fubjeßion manifefied. BOOK I. 
To ha v.e refufcd [neh honours, came not 1162. 
within the reach of common nature: and 
hitherto it has not been proved that the 
popes \ì\.ere more than men. In procef$ of 
time, tbey demanded, I knovv, as their 
right, \vhat, at firfi, was the effett of adu- 
lation or of a nlifiaken zea1. Nor can this 
be deemed extraordinary. Their courtiers, 
befides, and their courtly canonifis, de- 
clared it \vas. their due; and they upheld 
the a!fertion by the aqthority of long ufage, . 
cf ancient decrees
 vvhich a found criti'- 
cifm had not in vefiigatéd, and of paíTages 
from fcripture too figurati ve)y explained. 
But jf events or opinioDs, belonging to a 
period fo difiant frorn our O\VO, can really 
excite our ,,'onder; the occaÍÌon rather 
fhould be, not that the popes \vere plcafcd 
\yith po\vcr, and aimed to retain a pre... 
eminence ,yhich they had once acquired; 
but that kings and civil magifirates, igno- 
rant of their o
;,n rights, íhould have them.. 
felves begun and have perpetuated the ex- 
travagance. Here comn
on fenfc alone was 
a fufhcient guide; 
"here
s, in the other 
cafe, it is expetled that the ordinary paf- 
fions of Blen íhould lofe t
eir ch
raaer, or 
ceafe to operate! 
Theobald, the archbiíhop ofC nterbury, Becket 
had been fome months dead, a
d no fuc-





_ 
c
{[or was appointed to the irnportantfhop of 
charge. Engaged in the troubles of the
anteï. 
fchifrn, and in other tranfaét:ons" which ury. 
detained 
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EICN 


EOOI
 I.q
tajned him in 
ormandy, :Henry W1t
 
· J i6i: únable to a
te
d rni
ut
ly to thè 

nce
ni 
of goy.ernrnent at home. The nomlnat)O
 
of
. pròper'Pfrfon t? 
he prima
y 'of 
ng-: 
lang, \-vas a' matt
r of great mom
nt, as, 
Û-nce t
e conquefi particularly, 
 t had been 
.feèn, how much the pèâce of thç king
 
dom; 
nd tbe 
appinefs of t
e' princ
, 
çoulçl bè afFetled by its influence. Thai 
therç were many canclidate$ for the hig
 
çlignity; çanpot b.e dòubted; but Henry 
 

ith great p
u<lence, . feems, to ba've \
'eigh: 

d the cha
aa
rs ofb.is clergy, and to h
vç" 
j
dged fo
 
jmfe]f. 'It 
as 
eeQ 
el
ted, 

;vjt
 wbat" fidelity, . the chancellor had 
fe,ve
 his q1
fler,' in çivi
 
ttd '

lj,tary ?f
 
flees.' 
 He was with him in the field and 
f , . . 
cabimet : 
 and "as his abilities' had çxcitt;d 
h
s 'ådlvi
ation, and his perfonal qùalitíe
 
procu
eç! b
s love, tl:1e v.yhole charat1er o
 
th
 
 man )ya
 open _ 
o him. 
Be "T
S a; 

qur
hman, "befides, bejng ip Qçac.on's. 
oti:l
rs, 'à"
d the late a
chbi{bop, 3; prelate, 
of great" 
"orth, had raifed hi
 to the arch- 

eacp
ry 
f his fee. J Wh
n a primate \va
 

af.ltèd for Eo 5 Iand, how natllra
ly, there- 
fore, woulq it oC,cur to flenry tha
 no on
 
could þe fo' proper as his chancellor.; and 
I ' 
he would flatter himfelf, that - he, \vhorI:t 
_
itherto he bad found (9 able, and fa 
t- 
taCfH
d to his! intèrefi; would not ceaCe to' 
,- r . 'f r.. . 
J?e [0 w'hen entrufied' with òther concerOf. 
r.
e worldly' fp
rit he håd . till no\y. exhi
 

.. .".. - -l' ... . q . .... . bi ted, 
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bited, could .not be a ferious obftacle to BOOK L 
bis promòtion, as the bufinefs in whiçh he 116
. 
had been engaged \'Vas of a nature to call 
for a difplay, fometimés, of martial pro\v- 
efs, and fometÏ'mès, of courtly munifi- 
Cence. Alfo, fröm the knowledge of his 
charader, whieh years of intimacy had 
confirmed, he l11Ufi h
ve been aware, that 
the qualities of h'is mind .,vhich had I11ade 
the fiatefman and the fóldier, were yet 
ample enough to fill the wjq
 fphere of the 
fÌrfl prelacy in his domin-ions. As theòb- 
jeét he had in view was 'greät, and we are 
told that he auguredl11uch fuccefs, from 
the chöice he \'Vas making, in thé general 

dmini
ftration of éccleÍÌafiiçaI and civil 
concerns *, it is nò"t próbable'that, at that 
time, he had forméd any dcfign of Þreak- 
íng'in upon tne efiabliíQ
4 
na
'ims and 
immunities of the church. Not to have 
difcovèred the real cafi of Becket's mind, 
while he 'co\11d ha've no motive to difguife 
it, argu'es liltle penetration in Henry> and 
if he knew it, \vhich he mufi, how proJett 
'a fcherne for the hurniliati'C)ß of the church) 
and then apppoint a prelate to be her guid
:t 
who v\;ould oppofe that very (cherne, ål1ð 
meet him
 he wa!) dware, in every át- 
ten) pt ! 
Henry took his rèfolution. He wàs at 
Falaife in Normandy, and ås fome affairs 
were to be tranfaéled in England, he or- 
dered 


· Ho\'eden. p. 292. Vita c. 6. 
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BOOK I dered the chancellor to go over. " But," ado: 
116z. d
d he privately to hipl, "you may know 

, not poffib!y, 
-hat is my principal defign 
 

, I mean YOQ íhould be archbi1þop of 

, Canterbury." ThC? chancelior fmiled, 
and pointing to his ga

ne
t, ,vhic
 was 
not very çanpniçal, faid; ", 
r\.1ly 
 you are 

, going to raife to that grea
 fe
, and tq 

, place at 
he head pf the 
onks of Call
 

, terbury, a very edifying perfonage, iç 

'fec
s. 
ut íhou1d it fp 
app
n,- mark" 

'Sir, the fTiendíh
p which is now be": 
f' t\vecn us 

ill not cop.tinue lpng. Y o
 

, \viII expett con
pliançes f
om me, which 
f' I íhaU 
ot b.e difpofed to grant. .AI
 
" ready your 
TIajefiy is ma
ing encroach,": 
" ment
 on the liberties of the Ch\1rch *." 

Bu.t \vhen the king \V
S once fixed, ne 
did not eafily recede; and the cardi
al Ie",:, 
gates, \vho \vere ther
, joined their influ-: 
ence to that pf the t11onarch
 J'hpnlds
 
urged by a rnafier vvhQm he lovec1, reluc-: 
tantly copfented t; and orde'rs wcr
 im- 
mediately difpatched to the 
lonJ{S of Can
 
terburyand the fuffraga
s of the fçe, .t\) 
proceed tp his çleétion. Matilda
 it is 
faid, difapproved of the me
fure; and 
among tþe biO:ops ?
d clergy, qou
tlefs 
there were forne, \vho from variou
 mo
 
tives J m
ght \,
ifh to o.b{lruét h.s prolllo- 

ion 1. AH 9ppo
tiÇ>n., 
!oV\Te\:er, (if anx 
. 
h
r9 



 V
ta c. 6. 
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OF I
ING HENRY II
 ..'(3 
there was), finally gave way tq the p04- BOOK I. 
tiye 
et
rmination of the 

ing
 
r , 16
. 
His çletlion \vas made, unoppoled by 
I any, at \Vefiminfier, in the prefence of 
fhe young prince, to whorp he had lately 
þeen appointed preceptor, and \"ho, on 
this occaíìon) perfonated his father. Under 
this comnlifIÏon, the royal airent was given, 
flnd Thomas was then declar
d to þc free 
from every 
ngagement to the court *'. 
Same days after, his confecration was per- 
formed at Canterbury, by the bifhop of 
Winchefier, (with the moil unanirnous 
çoncurrence) at \vhich the pr
lates of the 
provinçe and the c
ergy afIìHed, \vith the 
young prince, and a fplendid tr(l.in of no- 
bles t. The court, 'Nhich they paid to 
rhe f
yourite, \vould be acceptable, they 
,1zne\;v, to their royal n1afie-r1l ']'his ,",
as 
.
n June, I 162, \vhen Becket had been 
,five y
ars chançcl!or, and \vas in 4is forty- 
fourth year. 
He was born in London of reputabIe pa- 
rents
 His biographers rel,\te that Gilbert, 
(this was his father'
 name,) agreeably to 
the devotion of the age, made a pilgri- 
mage into Palefiine, vrhere he was captur- - 
cd by the Saracens, and thrown into pri- 
fon. Being young and in his nlanner
 
gentle, he Wtl5 treated ,vith unufqalle- 
nity. The daughter of the c111ef ru]er had 
thus an opportunity privat
ly to con verî
 
vlith 


I! Vita c. 8. t Gerv. Chr(\n
 R.ad. Imag. Hill. an. 1162_. 



14 
BOOK 'I. with him. He [poke to her of the chrif- 
. ' 6 - tian reli g ion, and \vhile íhe liftened , {he 
1,1 2. 
learned to 'love. Would he marry her, 
íhe one da'y told hii11, {he would 
afily c'O"n- 
tri-ve to effeétugte his efcap
, and woüld 
I be the cbmpanion of his flight. Gilbe"rt 
VJbuld not "ri1k. 
t1 'attètnpt, he tho'Ugh't too 
hnzardou!;. It [0 ha'ppetted, hO\\ieVer, 
thðt, after a. year and a half, he :did 'e[- 
cape with other captive's, and left his 'ge- 
T1etbus ptlpil behind. fShe föllo'\ved him; 
wandered through .m'any to-untries, and 
ht laft carne tö England. That he n'o\v 
'marri-ed her will be tafily u'nderftood; ånd 
()f this marriage Thonlas Was the fruit". 
-So rtlates the fab'ing Bromton. 
H'is ftature wa.s above the common fize, 

nd his figure handforne. His undcrftand- 
ing was quick a'nd Pènetrating, his utter.. 
anct and elot\ltiùn clear and harmonious, 
and 'his manners wonderfully endeãring. 
With facility he folved difficulties, \vhich 
'Íeemerd aböve his reåth; and fuch was the 
tenatity of hi
 rnem
ry, that h-e ret
ined 
""vhatt:ver ÌJe had learn.ed, and èoutd re- 
peat it ,,,..-itböut thè fmallefi trrör. The 
imprefficns -öf virtlTe on his mind were 
earl\1; his heàtt \vàS benevolent; and he 
j . 
'could feel för the difireífes of öthets, and 
r
\ieve th
m. The lö\7e iJf popular ap.i.: 
p1a.ure Was Iöng his ruling pam'on, and it 
"!3.S immoderate t.--He began his fiudies 
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.at Qxford, ,"Thich, at that tirne, after vari
 BOOK .1. 
òus fates, \vas regaining celebrity; and 116z. 
continued them at Paris. BeiI
g returned 
hòrne, 'hi
 own acquirements, and the in
 
terefi of friends, 'recommended him to tbe 

otice of t4e' prìmate
 Th
obald
 With 
him he lived in confidential intimacy; he 
empl
y
d him in the '
rdUOt
5 conc
rn
 of 
office; and nlore thaq once h
 was de- 
puted by him to th
 cqurt of Rome. Bo- 

ognai was then i
 hig
 repute, and its ca- 
nonifis and civilians' were deemed the fìrfi 
jn Eu"rope.' Among 
hefe "\Vas Gråtian
 
and others qf not inferior fame, of \vhom I 
!hall have occaÍÌon to [peak hereafter. I
 
was by thçir leétures, and the publication 
of their opÌnions, . t
at tb
 fyfiem of 
ccle- 
íiafiic
l d
m
nation, which, fo, [o,me time, 
had prevailed å
 
ome, . now gained 
.abj":" 
lity, and fpread 'tbrough the Ghrifiian 
th
rches.r . Theobald was defirou,sl that 
yo
ng Bec
et ího.uld p.a(
 fQffi,e months in 
that celebra-ted academy. He \vas there, 
and it ",.ill 1hortly appear \vhat were the 
inaxims"he i
bibed. Soon he \vas pro- 
JIloted 
<? th,e 
rçhdeaconry of Canterbury, 
and' åcquired oth.er lucra ti,ve preferments 
jn the chqrch *.. I have [aid that, the 
fame patronage of Theobald recommended 
him to Henry; that h
 was made Chan.. 

ellor, and ernplQyed in important nego,ci.... 

tions; and \ve have jufi [een, that no- 
. I '. 
thing 


# 
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BOOK ,. thing could fatisfy the unbounded opinion 
1162. \\?hich his mafier entertained of him, but 
that in his perfon, to the firft civil de- 
partment' íhould be annexed the higheft 
dignity in the church. He ,vas chancel- 
lor of the realm, and primate of all Eng- 
land. 
Change The a\vful ceremon
 of confecration 
in his life had no Cooner bound hIm to the church, 
and man" fay his bio g ra p hers , than he at once . q uit- 
ners. J 
ted the world, and výith it the habits of 
his forrner life. lIe becanle retired, fiu- 
dious, meditati ve. But in nothing was 
he fingular or affe8ed. His dre[,; was 
nlo
e:fl, fuch as prelates Vlore; and his 
charities to the indigent \vere unbounded. 
His table was fumptuous, and himfelf ate 
\vhat ,vas rare and delicate; but in the 
train of his attendants there was not, fuch 
as had been, a court]y n1agnificence. 
Men of learning \vere his cOll1panions: 
from their intercourfe he drew infiruQion; 
and he re\varded their labours. The ftudy 
of antiquity and the fcriptures engaged 
his hours. The monks of Canterbury, 
infiigated by'his example praé1ifed more 
diligently their monafiic duties, ,vhile the 
clergy of his diocefe fa w in their pri alate 
all the virtues, \:vhich could adorn and 
elevate their profeffion *. It "vas rernark- 
ed that, even in the court of his prince, 
'Jrhcr
 virtue had fe\v votaries, and plea- 
fure 


· Virac.9, 10, 11,12. Genras, tic. 
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fure invited, he had been uniformly free BOOK I. 
from vice, and even free from common 116z. 
,veaknc{[es. Henry jeered his innocence, 
and fometirnes aimed to eofnare it. His 
failings \vere thore of a youthful mind, 
courting popular appla u fe, elated by the 
fmiles of his king, and immeafurably anl- 
bitious to extend his glory. 
Men, \vhom nature has r;ot formed in 
common moulds, "7hofe underftandings 
are large, and whofe hearts ["yen, can only 
be engaged by objeé1s comrnenfurate \vith 
their capacities. \tVhen Becket \yas the 
minifier of a monarch, \vho[e empire ,,"'as 
extenÍÌve, and whofe vie,-,rs were vail, 
the fituation harmonifed with his charac- 
ter, and he could be munificent, and of- 
tentatious, and foldier-like as he. Nor 
can \;ve "vander, jf the loafer manners of 
the age, and the occupations of the bufy 
fcene, íhould have more than reconciled 
him to employments, \vhich fcern not to 
have become the churchæan. There 
,vere examples in the French court, and 
more in that of Frederic. Eefides, Theo- 
bald had hirnfelf raifed him to the fiation, 
\vho kne\\-
 its offices and aH its caUsa 
But \\Then the prilnacy of England \Yas in 
his hands, \\Joith its fplendid honours and 
its thoufand duties, the charge alone \ya3 
amply fufficient; and it cOllJd occupy and 
engrofs his thoughts. His ma
lners alJd 
his vÎe\Y5 \vould natura11y bend to it; and 
that. cafi of charaBer \vhich had fortu- 
natel V 
. 



,8 HISTORY OF THE REIGN' 
BOOK r. nately carried him to the .objeé1s \ of his 
1:._ alnhition, would now O p er
te to ÍÌmilar 
II
- 
exertions in his ne\v department. Now 
alfo, he might think, he was become the 
fervant of a greater potentáte-, than was 
Henry Plantagenet, namely, of Alexan..;. 
der, the Roman pontiff: It was the pre- 
jud!ce of 
he age. And nlay it not be 
faid, that religion and a fenfe of duty did 
like"vife co-operate to the reformation of 
manners and the change of cÌ1aratler, of 
\vhich I am fpeaking? Ne,v features of 
mind, and a fiernnefs of v
rtue might be 
then produced, of which before no fymp- 
toms had been exhibited. The mind of 
nlan is a fyftem of etteéts. To fay then; 
that the archbifhop w
s inÍÌncere in- his 
conver!ìon, and affeéted new manneTS, 
fÌnifier and infidious views, is ungenerous 
and contrary to the declarations of the 
.I 
mofi contemporary vvriters; but not to be 
able to fee the tranÍÌtion was rnofi natu- 
ral, as agreeable to the ordinary pheno
 
mena of human nature, fpeaks a want of 
difcernment, of which who is vacant, 
fhould not attenlpt to relate events in 
\vhich man is a principal agent; and to 
be confcious of truth, and to n'lisfiate it, 
from" the prejudications of low bigotry, 
from dií1ike of charaéters, or from a pal- 
try policy, is of prejudice the bafeft fpe- 
cies, and degrades the' hifiorian. 
The duties of the nevv charge were fo 
manifold, that the archbifhop foon dif- 
covered 
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covered ho.w inc..ompatible- they \vere \vjth nooK. I. 
the 
l'.tenfi ve CO.Dcern& of his nrft office. é - 
r I h IJ.2.. 
He refolved to refign. the lea s; and ð 
feAt them to the king in Normandy, ex. 
preffing, doubtlefs, by the meífenger, 
\vhat his motives were. Henry "vas much 
afff'éted. The [cherne of government he 
had projeé1ed was a;t on
 diífolved, and 
in loiìl)g his minifler, he felt that hi& own 
ÍÌDews were relaxed. The itep. alfo \vas 
precipitate. The recolletliQll of the. many 
favours:he had received, and of his maf- 
ter's unbounded confidence, íbouJd have 
checked, he might naturally thjnk, thc- 
bafiy refolutioo, tin i n p
rfon he. had la.id 
his difficulties before him. The arch- 
biiliops of Mentz and Cologne, he knew, 
were the emperor's prim.e mjnifiers, the 
one in Germany, the ether in Ita]y '.r. 
His heart was heavy, and he c.arne. to 
Englapd. Indeed, there \vas not much, 
at that nlornent, to detain him on the con- 
tin.ent, and forne freíh difiurbances in 
Wales made his prefence more ncceíIàry. 
Becket n1et hin1 at Southampton. 1'hey' 
embraced; but he turned his eyes frC'ffi 
him, which ifibJy denoted the coolnefs 
of his heart t. It '
?as marked on 
no
 
ther occaÍÌon. Tholn.as had retained the 
archdeaconry of Canterbury. 'I'his office 

he king urged him to reí1gn.; but as he 
kne\v it ,vas his intention. to confer it on 
Geoffiey 
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80 RISTOR Y OF 'rilE I<.EIGN 
P.QÖK 1. Geoffrey de RiddcI, an eccIefiaílic' ,vhorn 
1162. - he dil1iked, he, from day to day, put off 
the furrçnder. The king \tvould not be 
fatisl1cd, and the .archbilbop finally com.; 
plied.. The rhot.Ì ve of this tequifition 
\vas evident *". 
t163. In the epring of the year, Ì 163, Alex
 
C 0 1 anderconvened a fynod at Tours. Seven- 
ounci . d . I h d d h '.a:- 
of 'fours. teen car Ina s, W 0 atten e t e pont]!!; 
\vere prefent, and a numerous prelacy fronl 
the kingdoms of France and England. The 
llletropolitan of Canterbury was received 
with the 01011: marked attention. Fifteen 
cardinals, 'i\
ith the biíhops viho arri ved, 
,vent out to meet him. Alexander 
1EI
 
corned him with the fincereft profefIions of 
eficem, and when the council opened, hé 
fat \\"ith his fuffrages on the fight hand;. 
On the left \vas Roger, metropolitan of 
Y-ork, \Nith hi! fuffragan of Durham t. 
Arnold of Lifieux, who has been menti.:. 
on.ed, the friend to Alexander and to Hen
 
ry, \vhofe fubjeét he was, in a fiudied and 
e10quent orati'òn harangued the meeting. 
Who has read it, will not think contemp- 
tibly of the oratory of the t'
lelfth century. 
He Cpoke of the unity of the church, ,vhich 
fchifrnatics aimed to divide, and of her 
liberty \vhi,ch tyrants woulcÌ defiroy. " Fre- 
" cleric," fays he, "among the princes of 
U the earth, is famed for the virtues of 
" prudence and fortitude. Would to God, 
" he 



 Imag.. hifi. t 16z. t GerV'o an. I J 6]. Vita c. 14-- 



OF KING HENR Y II. 8t 
, he were humbled, and would confefs that BOÕK 
" the power of t.he church is above his 116 3' 
 
" power! By gratItude he 1hould be com- 
" pelled to own, that Rome is his mifirefs. 
" From her favour alone did his prede- 
" ceífors receive the right of empire *."- 
Alexander then himfelf related the cir- 
cumftances of his eleéJ:ion; inveighedagainft 
the intrufion of Oétavian; and once ITIOre 
pronounced anathemas againft him and his 
accompJices.- Ten canons were enatled 1 
"Thich principally regarded fueh abufes as 
had made their way into the difcipline of 
the church. 
The two kings now fignified to the pope 
that if it was his intention to continue jn 
their territories, he was free to chu îe his 
refidence where it might pleafe him beft. 
He fixed on the city of Sens, in the pro- 
vince of Champagne, to which he retired 
I with his court, and where he refided for 
t\VO years. 
Returned into England from the còun- Difpute 
cil of Tours, where the converfation of
tween 
Alexander and the prelates, had animatedan


Js 
his zeal againfi the oppreffors of the cht
rch, biíhops. 
and the detail of abufes, cenfured by the 
fynod, had 'ra i fed a higher veneration for 
its Jaws, its rights, and its ilnmunities, the 
archbifhop turned his thoughts to the flate 
of his own diocefe. Many abufes had 
there alfo crept in, particularly during the 
VOL. I. G civil 
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BOOK I. civil difiurbances of the laft reign; and 
116 3. the rights of the fee, which were exten- 
five, b'ad been invaded *. We have feen 
with \vhat a8ivity, Henry, on his accef- 
non to tbe throne, reclaimed [ueb parts of 
the royal demefne as had been alienated, 
even by the grants of Stephen and Matil
 
da. The fights of the crown, he jufily 
pleaded, were facred, and could not be 
fevered from it. And were the poffeffions 
and rights of the church then held lefs fa- 
cred? No length of poffeffion, we kno\
, 
could prefcribe againfi them, and no au- 
thority could take them away. On this 
head, all the eccleÍÌafiical canons, the force 
of which every kingdom allowed, fpoke 
uniformly the fame language. To oppofc 
the infra8ion of thefe la
7s, and to refume 
fneh fights as had been invaded or aliena- 
ted
 was not lefs a confiitutional precefs, 
than what the m011arch had jufi praé1ifed. 
Tholnas, therefore, claimed from the king 
himfelf the caflJe of Rochefier, and the ho- 
nours of Hythe and Sandgate, ,"?liico'; b
 
{aid, belonged peculiarly to the fee of Can- 
terbury. He ['Jmmoned Roger de Clare to 
do him horn'age for the caRle of Tunt>ridge", 
and he fent a fimilar citation to William de 
Rofs. 1\1any more ap-plic'atio-n5' of the like 
nature were made. The anfwer in gene- 
ral was, that they held under the king, and 
o\vned no' other lord. The nobility were 'I 
thus I 
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3 
thus alarmed, and the king was irritated, B OOK I. 
\vhile men evil-minded labouréd to aggra- - 1 16 3. 
vate the impreffion *. Yet there is little 
doubt but the claims were juft. A breach 
was thus made between Henry and the 
primate, which the events of every day, as 
they came charged to the royal ear, only 
ferved to widen. When a favourite begins 
to fall, nothing is more rapid than his 
defcent. 
By a lä w bf \Villiam the conqueror, made 
with the concurrence of the nation, eccle- 
ÍÌafticäl courts had been efiabliíhed, where- 
in all caufes of a fpiritual nature wete to 
be decided, àccording to the canons of the 
church, or, as they were called, the epif- 
copallaws t. The two jurifdittions, civil 
and eccleÍÌafiicaJ, "vere thus unwifely fe- 
parated; and as the decrees of the church, 
, under the influence of Rome, íhould mul- 
tiply, fo would the code of the new judi- 
cature, and the number of fpiritua/ caufls, 
be extended. The import of thofe words 
was not defined..-Henry I. in his charter of 
liberties, declared the church to be free :t ; 
a word of great latitude: and Stephen con.:.. 
firmed to it, by a folëmn grant, " all its 
" liberties, privileges, and ancient cuf- 
" toms, together with its lands and poffef- 
" ÍÌons." " All power and jurifdiétion 
" over the peifons and properly of eccleÍÌaf 
(, tics," he commits to the biíhops; and 
G 2 prótnifes 
· Gerv. Radulph.Imag. hiG:. an. 1163. Vita c. 13. 
t HiLt of Hen. II. vol. i,. p. 43, 52.7. t Ibid. p. 5321 



84 HISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
BOOK I. promifes to bferve, and commands to be 
,I \63. vbferved," be good and ancient laws, and 
" jufi cuftoms, regarding murders, plead- 
" ings, and other matters 
 .-Henry, at 
his acceilion, made no altera tions in thefe 
grants or ftatutes; though, in his charter, 
e only mentions the cufioms, and grants, 
and liberties
 which his. grandfathcr
 Hen- 
ry, had gi ven and befto\ved t.- The iUl- 
munities of the general church, were at 
this time, yery nu,merous, and among 
there was the exemption of the pe.rfons of 
eccleÍÌafiics, whatever crin1fs they had 
committed, from all civil control. The 
laws, on which there immunities were fup- 
pofed to Tefl, had
 by far the greater part, 
no fané1ion from antiquity, (not\vithfiand- 
iog the bold aífertions of ignorant cano... 
niíls,) and from reafon they could have 
none t. They were, however, admitted, 
.and in our courts, as '
.rell a.s in thofe of 
other countries, univerfally obtained the 
force of irrefragable decrees 
. 
Henry" as becanle a wife and jutl go- 
vernor, \vho knc\v that the fircngth of his 
empire depended on the virtue of the com- 
munity and theobfervance of the laws, was 
intent on puni(hing the refratlory, and ex- 
terminating the incorrigible violators of th
 
publ.c peace. The judges compla.ined to 
him that, it \vas in vain they attempted to I 
execute 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 
j 
I 
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cxeCl.Jte his commands, while t-hefts, fa_ BOOK I. 
pines, and murders, were with impuni- -l16J. · 
ty com.mitted by a clafs of men, to 
\vhorn their jurÎfditìion did not reach. A 
hundred homicides, they faid, had been per- 
petrated bychurchmen, ÍÌnce his acceffion to 
the throne. The king was ftricken, and 
talked of ordinances, " in ,
hich," fays 
my author, " his zeal for public jufiice 
,
 \vas confpicuous, but it exceeded the 
" bounds of prudence." The biíhops, he 
adds, V\?ere blameable: for, as the ec-cleÍÌ- 
afiical canons ordained that, not only the 
more atrocious offenders, but even thofc 
guilty of le[s crimes, í110uJd be degraded; 
how had it happened that, 'J\7hen their num- 
bers were fo great, fo few had fuffered that 
fpiritual puniíhment? It feems, that they 
rather fcreened fueh delinquents, and de- 
l fied the arm of jufiice..- The reprefen- 
I tation, probably, is overcharged; but that 
I it contained much truth, \'\.C know from 
, certain documents. 
Philip de Brae, a canon of Bedford, be.. 
ling accufed of In1Jrder,. and taken before 
I a civil judge, publicly iufulted the king's 
minifier. The archbiíhop, informed of 
the faå, deprived h;m of his benefice, and 
fent him into bani111ment for tvvo vears.. 
Other infiances there \vere, at this "'time, 
of fi.miliar canonical cenfures, where the 
crimes \vere moil flagitious t.-Henry '\T
S 
I10t fatis.fied with puniíhnlents, which feem- 
ed 
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BOOK I. ed fo inadequate to the guilt. He there- 
r fore ordaliJed, " that fueh ecclefiafiics, as , 

 
63. 

' in f
ture, íbould be accufed of heinous 
" crîmes, íhoulq be Çlelivered into the hands 
" of the 
iíhop, by whom if found guilty, 

' they were, in the prefence of the king's 

' officers, to be firfi degraded, and then 

' given up to the fecular tribunal to be 
" puniíhed * ." -'fhe bifhops oppofed the 
innovation, for fuch it was, as an infringe- 
p1ent of the canons and th.e privileges of 
the church: befides, they contended that 
po one íhould be punifhed twice for the 
fame crime, and that ecclefiafiical cen(ures, 
which fell immediately on the foul, were 
of all puniíhments 
he mofi grievous
 
They did not deny but a churchman, when 
once degraded from his orders, was liable 
to be puniíhed, in the fecu1"r 
ourt, for 
a
y crime he 
ight afterwards commit. 
The primate flood foremoft in this opp
fi: 

ion to the 
oyal Will. . 
Nothing 

 us '
an feem more eq
itable 
than thi
 requ,ifition of the king, abfira8- 
edly confidered:' t But when we know what 

hen we
e the immunities a
d rights of the 
churc.h, 
hich his predeceíf
rs of the Nor- 
man Hne, as we have feen., and he himfelf 

ad foleinnly confi
med, could any of them 
be legally annulled wi
hóut the confent of 
the biíhops ? He applied for this confent: 
1?ut furely they were f
ee to withhold it ; 
. and 
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and his application was preceded by an ar_ B001( I. A. 
I bitrary decree, which it was his defign to 
 11
3' . 
r enforce. To require that the canons of the 
I church íbould be feverely executed againft 
delinquents, he had authority. He D1ight 
I atk for more; but that implied a power of 
: refufing. Whether they ,vere un wi fe in 
I t1}eir refufal cannot be aftertained, only by 
: our own ideas, which were not thofe of 
the times I am defcribing. The preroga- 
tive of the cro\vn, it feems, mufi be deem., 
ed [acred; fo mufi the civillibertìes of the 
people; the ecclefiafiical rights of the church 
! alon
 cannot be fupported, but by a fpirit 
I of pride and priefily dom ination ! 
I Irritated by an oppofition, for which heCondua 
íhould ]lave been prepared, Henry fum- o
i


e. 
IPoQeçl the biíhops to meet him at Weft_I? . 
minfi
r. They came. He propofed to 
I them his new reform in the la"ì"s, affigning. 
for reafon that the mild fpirit of tbe canons 
: was not adequate to check the perpetration 
I of crimes. They repeated their oppofi- 
tion; when Becket conjured him not to at-. 
tempt an innovation in his realm, to which 
he could not confent. The unanimous 
I l)ppofition provoked him much, and he, 
I aíked them abruptly; " would they obferve 
" the royal cufioms ?" adding that, " ob- 
,
 ferved as they had been by their prede
. 
,
 ceífors, in the tilne of hrs grandfather, 
" they ought not now to be condemned.:." 
-The prelates retired; when returning, 
the archbií11op, as agreed amongft thc
., 
thu
 anf\v,red for hinlfelf and them. "I 
" anJ 



3ß HISTOR Y OF THE 1t.EIGN 
BOOK I. " and my brethren will obferve your royal 
116 3. " cufioms, javing our order." -The king 
propofed the queftion to each biíhop, and 
received from each the fame anfwer. Only 
the biíhop of Chichefier diífented. With 
indignation he then addreffed them: "I 
" fee," faid he, " that you are drawn up 
" in array againfi me: there is venom in 
" the expreffion, Javing your order: it is 
" captious. You muft promife to obferve 
" the cufioms without any refiraining 
"claufe." Becket replied: " At our con- 
" fecration, V'\TC [wore fealty to your ma- 

' jefiy, namely, of life, limb, and \\"orldly 
" honour, Jàving our order. In the terms". 

' worldlY honours, were the royal cufioms 

'included. We can promife to Qbferve 
" them in no other form."-It was late in 
the eveni.ng, and the king had been much 
haraífed, \vhen, in great fury, he precipi
 

atelv retired from the hall, without falu- 
ting"'the biíhops:JF. ..... . 
. The reader wiU have obferved, no\y, 011: 
a fudden, the firfi objet]: in difcuffion bé- 
ing dropt, a ne\v quefiion ,,,,ras brought for
 
ward. The kir g had propofed 
o the pre- 
lates, that they íhould admit his ne\v flatute 
åbout the trial of ecclefiaflics. They re':' 
fufc; '\vhen infiantly he turns to the royal 
cujioms. He could not mean to inÍÌnuate 

hat there \vas any conneél:ion between 
them, (for he knew that the firfi propofal 
",yen t 
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went to the abrogation of an old la\v, which BOOK I. 

is predeceíTors had confirmed,) and that 116 3. 
tþe cufioms which he now alleged, were, 
as he afferted, the ancient ufages of the 
rralm.-Elfewhere I íhall have occafion 
more than once to remark, that the king, 
in this perplexed controverfy, feems to have 
at1ed fron1 no premeditated plan; but to 
have fhifted his ground, as the waY
Tard 
paffion led, and to have brought forward 
matter of frefh difcu{fion, to cafe refent- 
ment, or for the unprincely purpofe of re- 
tali a tion. 
The next morning he took from the pri- 
mate the cafiles of Eye and Berkham, 
which had been given into his cufiody "'Then 
c
ancelIor; and, without acquainting the 
biíhops, left London befo
e day-break *'. 
-It was in the month of Gaober. 
The report of the quarrel between Hen- 
ry and his prelates excited general attenti- 
on, and as i{lterefi, or better motives pre- 
ponderated, fo men judged. Alexander 
would naturally applaud the firmnefs of 
the biíhops; but as his obligations to the 
king '\vere manifold, and he fiill wanted all 
h is aid, his fituation became peculiarly de- 
Jicate.- The biíhop of Lifieux, about this 
time, came to England. He found the 
nation divided into parties, the .king vio- 
lently agitated, and many of the epifcopal 
?r
er in great confiernation. The primate 
only 
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BOOK I. only bore his head aloft, and bra ved the;. 
v 116 3. fiorm. The wily Norman, who well faw 
. he ffinft efpoufe forne party, was perplexed. 
To incur the anger of his måfter he was 
not difpofed; and he was aware how warm 
upon the recolleé1ion of the biíhops muft 
be the harangue, on the liberties of the 
c
urch, which he had pronounced at Tours. 
Strenuouíly did he labour to refiore peace; 
but in vain. He then advifed the king, if 
poffible, to divide the biíhops, that [0 their 
power lnight be weakened. The advice 
was neither generous nor honourable; but 
it fucceeded. Roger of York was per- 
fuaded to defert the confederacy, and he 
was foon followed by others, who now en- 
forced the propriety of the king's demand, 
and vehemently [olicited the primate to re- 
fift no longer. The king, they [aid, had 
all power in his hands, and \vas inflexibJy 
determined; and would he, for the fake" of 
a- fingle expreffion, expofe himfelf and the 
church to dangers, which his fubmiffion 
only could avert * ? 
Other means were alfo employed, pro- 
mifes, careffes, èntreaties. Noblemen of 
the.. firfi difiinBion, in the monarch's name, 
waited on him. They preífed him by every 
argument, fuch as the bìíhops had ured,: 
and they added others. They mentioned 
his obligations to the king. the evils 
7hich 
ha
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I 
bad alreadv follo\ved their difunion'; and BOOK I. 
they talk
d of toe folly of hazarding 116 3. 
alJ for a trifle. It feerned as if England 
and all the foreign provi nces were at flake! .. 
-Meffengers fronl Alexander and the car- 
dinals came to him, empo\vered, as they 
faid, to comn1and his compliance. One of 
them, an abbot, took upon himfelf to de- 
clare that the king had fworn, that he 
meant not to touch the immunities of the 
church, but only to be honoured before 
his nobles. They added, that he would 
therefore be fatisfied even with the íhadow 
bf a promife, provided the point of honour 
were fecured to him '*. 
Such were the means ufed to bend the 
primate to the monarch's will. A prince, 
well-advifed, \vould not thus have wanton- 
ly engaged in a perfonal altercation with 
I his fubjett, knowing it ".as the means to 

nk his own dignity, and to exalt the pri- 
mate. It poured into his mind a fenCe of 
confequence, which otherwife he might 
not have fe1t, and it added ÍÌnews to his 
firmnefs. By confijt
tional means only, 
in a general convocation of -the eftates, a 
Vvife king would have attempted this fa- 
vourite reform, and failing there
 he would 
have refpeBed the rights, which a large 
body of his people had been taught 
o che- 
:r iíh . 
The archbilhop thus, on all fides, preffed 
þy men, whofe opinions it \vould have 
. been 
. '.. Ibid. 



9 1 


I:IISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 


BOOK 1.. been pride to undervalue, and by the en
 


treaties of thofe, whom he knew to be his 
friends, at lafi gave way. He had done 
enough to fati3fy his own confcience, it 
feemed, and refpeét v.ras due to others. He 
,-vaited on the king, and told him he would 
olfèrve his royal cuftoms. Henry's counte- 
nance cleared up; but it did not affurne 
tbat úmple and dovelike gentlenefs, \\"hich, 
we are told, it could fometirnes wear.. 
" I am fatisfied," faid he; " this only I 
" mufi further require, that the declara- 
" tion you have made, be repeated in a 
" public aírernbly of my biíhops and the 
., nobles of my realm." They parted t. 
Henry was at his favourite palace of 
Vi oodflóck, where the charming Rofamon
 
de Clifford firove to footh his angry cares; 
and where the homage of Malcolm l{ing of 
Scotland, and of the Welfh princes and 
chief lords, paid to hirnfelf and fotl1:, 
rn.ade forne çompenfation for the untoward 
conduét of his Englilh biíhops. 
In this year, Gilbert FoJiot, bifhop of 
Hereford, a man verfed in facred literature 
and of approved merit, and whom the pri- 
fllate on that account, warmly recommend- 
ed tÇ> the king, was tranflated to the fee of 
London. The pope alfo, at Henry',s de- 
fire, propofed him to the chapter, by which 
he was unaninlouf1y eleÇ1edll He '\\"as the 
king
Ei 
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king's confeífor, \VhO wiíhed to have him BOOK I. 
near his perfon. London was, at that 6 
time, called a royal city, it being the prin- 11 3. 
cipal refidence of our mon
rchs, and there 
the greê\t national meetings were chiefly 
held. A man of Foliot's learning, for be 
is faid Iikewife to have been íkilJed in the 
civil and. canonical la\v, was judged moft 
proper to rule that important fee. The 
king feems to have urged his promotion 
with a partial earneftnefs; but what is ex- 
traordinary, as the feries of events will 
thow, even Becket bimfelf is [aid to have 
taken a very aélive part in his favour;j;-. 
Three months elapfed, before the biíhops 116-t. 
\vith their primate were again fummoned 
to appear. It is not related, why the king 
was fo dilatory in bringing a quefiion to 
iífue in w"hich he feemed to be much in- 
terefted; which was to fix a bar, modern 
writers tell us, againft clerical encroach- 
ments; and when the haughty Becket, 
'1Vith his adherents, \vould be humbled at 
his feet. As the bufinefs was important, 
\ve may fairly prefume, that leifure "vas 
required to digefi its feveraI parts. The 
wife heads of tbe nation mufi be confulted, 
that each royal and ancient cufiom be ex- 
aBly defined, and be ready to be produced, 
with fuch evidence of authenticity, that 
, ca viI and oppofition !hall at once be filenced. 
In the confuÍÌon, which the troubles of the 
ci viI 


· De Diceto. Gervas J an. 116J. 
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BOOK I. civil war had introduced, and more than. 
14 6 4. that, in the collifion of Saxon and Normari 
laws and ufages, it mufi be no eary taík 
to afcertain, with precifion,' even the li- 
mits of the civil power, much lefs to de- 
termine the exatt boundaries of the t"vo 
rival jurifdiétions. The day at lafi was 
fixed, and a general council of the nation 
was fummoned to Clarendon, a royal pa- 
lace near Salifbury, for the 28th of Ja- 
nuary, 1164- . .. 
Meeting They met, all the prela tes, abbots, priors, 
of Cla- earls, barons and great men of the land. 
Tendon. 
John of Oxford, one of the king's chap- 
lains, prefided; and Henry took his feat. 
-Abruptly then, it feems, he called on 
the biíhops to perform their promife, and 
with threats urged them to fubmit.' The 
primate who, from the beginning, had 
fufpeé1ed the king's intentions, was alarm- 
ed by this intemperate exordium, and ex- 
preífed a defign (proprfuit) of receding from 
the imprudent engagement, he had, in a 
manner, been compelled .to make. At 
this, Henry's rage was extreme: in the 
eyes of the council it bore the appearance 
of phrenfy. He menaced baniíhment and 
death. Thofe biíhops who, as yet, had 
not deferted the primate, were ítricken as 
by a thunder-bolt. They crowd round 
him, and 'with tears entreat that he will 
1"elcnt, as his perfon, the fafety of the clergy, 
and their o\vn lives were at flake. Robert 
earl of Leicefier, and Reginald earl of 
Cornwall, 
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all, men famed for wifdom, and BOOK I. 
po\\rerful in the fiate, advance up to him: J 16 4. 
" If you refufe to fubmit to the royal will," 
faid they, U he commands us to ufe force; 
I " though the event, we know, will bring 
" infamy on him and us." Thomas v.ras 
not moved. Two knights templars, Ri.ch- 
I ard de Hafiings, and Toiles of St. OOler, 
whom the king greatly loved, and vrhofe 
I gener I talents were admired, are ordered 
to try their influence. In a fupplicating 
attitude they approach, and fall on their 
knees. They figh, and weep, and con- 
jure, that he will have forne folicitude for 
himfelf, and {hew pity to his clergy. The 
:ßron g remonfirance, thus pathetically ex-
 
preífed, had its effeé1. It feemed to inti- 
mate that the drawn dagger was even now 
I pointed at his heart. Indeed, forne of the 
king's guards were feen running through 
the chambers with naked f\?{lOrds, their 
garments tucked up, and ready for execu- 
tion.-?truggling with his own refolution, 
yet affetled for the fake of others, the prj... 
mate now fignified, that he would obey 
the king's will; and then promifed that, 
" on the word of truth, he would obferve 
" the ancient cuftoms of the realm." The 

i{hops made the fame folemn promife. 
Forth
"ith it was propofed, that the cuf- 
toms be recited, and be reduced into order. 
But now it appeared, " that as yet it was 
not kno\yo, which they were/' The ur- 
gency of the demand only had excite
 
uf- 
. . pIclon. 
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BOOK I. picion. Such of the aífembly, therefore, 
as, from a g e and ex p erience, mi g ht be 
1164. 
thought to know them beft, were or- 
dered, from memory, to colled them. 
They had formed a lift, and were proceed- 
ing to others, when the archbi!hop obferv- 
ed: " I am not among the elders of the 
" realm, fo as to know what thefe c
f- 
" toms are, nor have I been long in my 
" prefent office. The matter is weightYf 
" and the day is faft declining; let the fur- 
" ther profecution of the buÍÌnefs be made 
" over to the morning." The motion was 
accepted, and the council rofe *. 
Such, as contemporary hifiorians have 
recorded, whom I have f
ithfully copied, 
were the firft dáy's tranfatlions at Claren- 
don. On their violence and general ten- 
dency, the reader will make his o\vn re- 
fleßions. I only willi to fuggefi that, as 
to Becket; when he propofed to recoil 
from his imprudent engagement, at the 
irnQerious mandate of the king, it was 
what 
very honefi mal?- íhould have done. 
He fa\
 there was no honour in his views. 
Again, indeed, re gave way, and [will 
call it a weaknefs; but what, in like cir- 
cumfiances, \tvould have been the condué1: 
of the moß: refolved patriot? Promifes fo 
extorted are not binding, if, on a cool re- 
vifion, they difpleafe. I do not fay it was 
fear abfolutely ,vhich prevailed on the 
archbifhop; 
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archbiíhop; but it \vas a mode of entreaty, ROOK I. 
as irreíìftible as it.-As to tbe members of 64 ' 
I I . 
the meeting, the primate alone excepted, 
there was not a fpark of liberty in their 
breaíls.-As to Henry; he can1e to Cla- 
rendon like a tyrant from the eaft. It \
,ra
 
not to firength
n the arm of jufiice, to 
invigorate the laws, to protet1 the rights 
of th.e crown, that he would enforce his 
royal cufioms, or he \vould have come pre- 
I pared to exhibit them; but to gratify re- 
I venge, and to triumph in the humiliation 
of a man, \vho had dared to oppofe him. 
It appeared alfo in his intemperate rage. 
Henry, I o\vn, in many regards, "'as a 
great prince, great in peace and war, and 
I il1all ha ve occafion to íhe\'v it; but his 
grea tnefs never once appears in this contro- 
I verfy with Becket.-As to the biíhops; by 
fear, by interefi, or -by adulation, they 
were all unmanned, and íhamefuHy de- 
ferted their colours. Before they came to 
Clarendon, this had happened. Old I-Ienry 
of vVinchefter, I believe, flood firm, and 
perhaps another. This is truth, or all hit- 
tory is a fable. Yet, furely, the turn 
\vhich the quefiion took at Clarendon, 
Ihould have opened their eyes, or it íhould 
have made them, if they valued their cha- 
raé1ers, as wary, and as reluB:ant, as their 
primate. 
The congrefs aíTembled the next nlorn- 
iog, and the anctents rcfumed their inquiry. 
lis the king, from his youth, could know 
VOL. I. 11 noth
ng 
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OOI{ I.nothing of the cufioms, he implicitly re
 
lied on them; and it is thought, the y , in 

 1 6 4- 
many infiances, rather, aimed to widen 
the breach, than to conciliate by the pro- 
duB ion of uncontrovertible fat1s. The 
çommittee withdrew to a feparate apart- 

ent, and, after forne time, returned 
with the following lift of çufioms *. They 
are now fiyled the Conflitutio
'ls ofClaren- 
don, though the authors nearett to the 
times, are unanimous in branding them 
with 
he moil opprobrious epithçts. 

ts con- I.'
 All [uits, concerning the advowfon 
fiitutions." a
d prefentation of churches, to be tried 
" al1d determined in the king's court." 
2
' '
Churches belonging to the king'
 

, fee, not to be granted in' perpçtuity, 
" without his confcnt_'
' . 
3. "Çle
ks arraigneà and accufed of any 

' matter, 
eing fummoned by the king's 

' jufiicia.ry, íhall come into his court, to 
" anfwer there, concerning that which it 
" iliaIl appea
 to the king's court is c
gni- 
" zable there; and íhall 
nf "
er in the ec- 
" 
l
fiaftical court, concerning tha
 VJhich 

' it íhall appear is çognizable there: f? 

' 
hat the king's jufiiciary fhaH fend to the 

' co
rt of holy church, to fee in what 

' manner the caufe fhall be tried there.. 

' And jf a c
e
k íhall be conviBed, or 

' confefs his crime, the church IDufi not 


 any longer proteél him.". I 
<. ," 4. " No I 
,t. 



'!:..,... r 
. _ 
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4. "No archbiíhops, bifhops, or digni- BooK. J. 
" fied cler gy men of the realm, to g o out 0[- 
I 164. 
" the kingdom, without the king's li
 
" cence." 
5. "Per[ons excommunicated not to 
" make any depoÍÌt for appearance, or to 
" take any oath, but only to find fecurity 
" to fiand to the judgment of the church, 
" in order to abfolution." 
6. "Laics not to be accufed in fpiritual 
" courts, except by reputable and legal 
" promoters and \vitneífes." 
7. "No tenant in chief of the king, nor 
" any officer of his hou[ehold, to be 
,CC excolnmunicateq, nor the lands of any 
:" of them to be put under an interditl:! 
I" unlefs the king or his jufiiciary !hall 
I" ha ve been firfl apprifed." 
I 8." All appeals to proceed from the 
I
' archdeacop to the bifhop, and froIn tbe 
I cc biíhop to the archbilhop. If the latter 
: 1 '" fail in doing jufiice, the caufe to go to 
" the king, that by his precept it may be 
," determined in the archbiíhop's court, fo 
" that it may proceed no further ,yjthout 
" the king's confent." 
9. "Should any difpute arife bet".cen a 
" layman and a clergyman, concerning a 
" tenement, and it be litigated \vhether it 
" be a lay or an ecclelÌafiical fee, it {haIl 
" firfi be decided by the verdia of t\velve 
" la,,'ful men, before the king's chief 
I" jufiice, to \vhat cla[s it be]ongs; I and jf 
" it be fOllOd to be a lay fee, the fuit {11l1f1 
H 2 " be 
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:BOOK J." be pleaded in the ci viI court, otherwife 
" in thé eccIc1ÌafiicaJ." "
." 
I 164' 
10. "If anyone in the delnefne of the 
" king be cited by the' archdeacori or bi- 
" D10p on account of an offence, for 
" '\vhich he fhould anf wer to them, and re- 
" fufe tq åpptar, he may be put' 
nde
 an 
c, interditl:: but he mufi not be excorn- 
" municàted; before 
he l{ing's 
flìcer of 
" tl1e plac'e be' applied to, that I he may 
" compel him judicially to make L:
tisfac- 
"tion. If the officer fail therein, the bi- 

' 1hop may'punifh the accufed by e
clefi- 
" afiical cenfurcs." t . 
" . 
I I." "Archbi1hops, biíhops, and fuch 
" clergy;" as -are tenants in chief of the 
" king,' hold their' po{feffions fro
 hin.l, 
" as barons of 
he realnì, and are fu bjeét 

' to the fame du"ties: they mull atten4 

' -\vith the barons in the king's courts, and 
" affifi at trials; till judgn1ent proèeed to 
" the 10fs of members or death.", ' 
12. "When an archbilhoprie, or þiíhop- 


 rie, or abbey, or priory, of the king's 
" demefne," falls vacant, it {ball be in the, 
" hands of the king, to recei
7e all the j 
" rents arid i:ífues thereof. And when the, 
" place is to be (upplicd, he í11alI fend for I 
" the principal clergy, and the é1eéli6n 
" fhall be made in the king's chapel, \vith 
" his aífent, and the ad vice of tho[e ,,,,horn 

, he called for that purpofe. And the i 

' perron eleé1ed !hall there do homage and: 


 fealty to him, as his liege lord, of life, I 
h " limb, 
J j 
! 
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. 
" limb, ànd vJorldly bQnour, (fa1ving his BOOK 
. 
" order
 ) beforç he be co 1
 .. ecrated." 6 
<It 1 Å 4-. 
13. " If any l10bleman of the realm íh'!ll ". 
H rcfuf
 
o fubmit to th
 fpiritu.al çqurts, 
I" tbe }-{ing {hall òblige him to fubmiffion : 
" and if any refufe obedience to the king, 
" the church íhall ufe her povver to reduce 
" them." 
14.. "C4attels fQrfeited to tþe king 
ay 
U not be proteét
d in churches or çhurch- 
" yards, b
cåufe they are the kjng's \vher 
i " ever they be found." . -' .' Il 
: 15." Pleas of debt, whether o\vlng by 
I" faith fol e rn n1 y pledged, or otherwife, 
(, pertain to tq,e king's judicatu

.". 
I Qe " The fons of villeins (huíbanq
 
" men) not to be ordained clerks, ,"TitholJç 
" the confent of the lord; on \vho[e lançl 
H they were born.') 
The preamb!
 ft.atcs that, in the pre- 
fepee of the king, "vas made this 1 e- 
membrance or recognit 'Oll of fame part çf 
the eufioms; and liberties, and honoùrs 
of his predece{fo-rs, that is, 9f Henry 
his grandfather; and of others, ,,,,hieþ lha\l 
b
 ob[erved and held in tl1e realm. 1\ n,d , 
on açcount of the di{fentions and difcord
 , 
<r r r 
which had happened bct\yeen. the èl r rgy 
a nd the king's officers, and the' 
aro,ns Qf 
the land, about its cufioms and hono
rs, 
this recognition, it adds, ,vas rn
0e before 
Jh
 archbifhoP3; and biíhops, and clergy, 
and earls, and barons, and nobles. The 
cufl9ms bçing thus [olemn.Iy ackno\v- 
ledged, 
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DOOK I. Icdged, the prelates, it fays, on the \vord 
of truth, promifed to obferve them. Then 
J J 64. 
come their names: the t\VO archbiíhops, 
Gilbert of London, Henry of Winchefier, 
Nigel of Ely, Willian1 of Norwich, 
Robert of Lincoln, Hilary of Chichefier, 
Jocelin of Sa1iíbury, Richard of Chefier, 
(Lichfield,) Bartholomew of Exeter, Ro- 
bert of Hereford, David of St. David's, 
and Roger elet1 of W oreefier. Then [01- 
10w the names of thirty-feven nobles, 
Engliíh and Norman, with a general men... 
tion of the refi. 
The fiatute clofes thus: "But there- 
" are many more and great cufionls and 
" honours of our holy mother the church, 
" and of our lord the king, and of the 
" barons of the realm, \vhich are not 
" contained in this writing. They !hall 
" remain untouched to the church, and 
" to the king and his heirs, and to the 
" barons, and {ball be obfervcd for ever 
" in violably .." 
The ordinances (fuch as I have fiated) 
being prodl
c('d to the aífembly, and 
read; the kinv, addreíììo b O" hilll[cif to the 
r {) 
prelates, reg uefied, for gréater fecurity 
and to gi ve them fia bility,. that they afEx 
their feals to the deedll The bi1110pS af- 
fented; but the primate expreífed his 
afionifhlnent, and fhe\ved a reluétance to 
comply. 


· Vita p. 163. ep_ I z. Gerv. Hilt. of Hen. II. vol. 
iv. p. 182. 
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{;ompIy. He had not expeé1:ed, having BOOK I. 
gone fo far to fatisfy the king, that a freíh 1164. 
demand would be made. "The matter," 
he again obCerved, " was delicate, and he 
wiíhed for time to deliberate." On this, 
a copy of the orùinances was delivered 
into his hand; the archbiíhop of York re- 
ceived another; and a third was retained, 
to be depofited among the archives of the 
realm *. The council of Clarendon ,vas 
then diífol ved. 
Becket with a heavy heart, retired with Becketre- 
the few biíhops \vho had remained fieadY h p
nts O k f 
· h . I IS wea .. 
to hIm, and IS attendant c ergy, and tool{ nefs. 
the road to Winchefier. It was a moment 
for ferious thought. vVith pleafure he felt 
himfelf releafed, from the tumult and 
oppreffi \7e fcenes he had been obliged to 
witnefs; fiill he had a VtTeighty charge, it 
feemed, to bring againfi himfelf. Con- 
trary to the convìaion of his mind, he 
had given way to entreaties, and involved 
himfelf; in difficulties, from which there 
,vas no return. I{no\ving, as he did, 
\vhat were the king's intentions, or rather, 
perhaps, ,7ýhat were the intentions of his 
enemies, how imprudent was it to pro- 
miCe compliance, and that, before any 
fpecification was made of the cZl:(icms, 'to 
,vhich it V\Tas denlanded he íhould aífent? 
I Primate as he V\?as of a great church, no 
fupplication of friends, or menaces of 
thofe 
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J?OOK I. thofe in power, íhou]d have extorted the 

164. incautious promife. The cufioms, it "vas 
no\v c1ear, as read j n the ears of the a f- 
{embly, announced their own condemna- 
tion. They \vere, many of thenl, con- 
trary to the kno\vn charters of the land, 
.given by the Norman kings to the church, 
and contrary to the received maxims of 
'the general canons. To them he had not 
fixed his feal; but that was a \veak con- 
[olation: he had folemnly pledged his 
"vord to obferve the CtlfiOnlS, and his name, 
inferted in the fiatute, \yould go do\vn to 
the Iatefi ages. His reverie \vas interrupt- 
ed by the converfation of thofe who 
journeyed \vith hinl, mafi of whom fe- 
verely cenfured his \yeak condefcenÍÌon. 
And may \ve not be alIo\ved to think, 
that his forro\v \vas unfeigned, for having 
facrjfic
d, what lie could not but efieem, 
the ancien t Ij berties of h is clergy? He 
,vas forry be attefted it in a pu blic man- 
ner:, aqd he purpofed to difpatch a mef- 
f
nger to Alexander *. 
The king- But Henry, before the meeting of Cla- 
applies to renòon, it feemd, had employed the biíhop 
Alexan- f L ' fi d _ I hd f P . . 
der. 0 1 IÇUX ant 1C arc eacon 0 oltlers, 
to folicit from his hoIinefs the legation of 
England for the archbifhop of Yark, and 
a mandate to Becket and the biíhops, re- 
quiring their fubn1iffion to the cufioms of 
the reahn. Alexander, though he had 
reafon 
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reafon to_ apprehend, from the 10\veringeooK J. 
afpeét, that the ftorm \vould [oon reach 
.. 1164- 
I hinlfelf, at that time, evaded tne petition. 
I It was now nlore earnefily repeated. 
I Geoffry Ridel and John of Oxford, the 
king's chaplains, \vent over to Sens, aud 
ha ving requeficd the legatine po\yers for 
Roger of York, they entreated that his 
, holinefs \vould confirm the cufioms, which 
had been recorded at C]arendon, to Henry 
and hi,s fucceífors, by the authority of the 
apofiolic fee. This part of tne petition 
he peremptorily refufed; and though he 
granted the other, from prudential mo- 
tives, it was vvith fuch refiriéìions, as to 
render it of no avail. He might have the 
legation, he [aid, but not to be exerci[ed 
I againfi the perron of Becket, or in the 
dioce[e of Canterbury *. The king, \vith 
\vith indignation, returned the illufory 
brief. This "vas in the beginning of 
March. 
VJhile Henry thus firenuol1í1y ]abour
d 
to firengthen his late mea Cures, by tbe 
fanélion of tbe court of Se1îs, and to pro- 
cure for the rival of Canterbury the po\y- 
ers, vvThich properly belonged to that íè(
. 
he had not forgotten, that the prirnate had 
not fet his feal to the conHitutions of 
Clarendon; and it \-vas reportéd that, not 
on I y he \va u I d n eve r do it, b 11 t t h.:t the 
\\Tas refolved to oppafe their execntio;ì. 
The 
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. 
:BOOK I. The incompliant temper of Alexander, 
which by prefents he had firi ven to footh, 
ì 164. did not a little add to his ill humour. 
He refolved to harafs the archbiíhop; and 
if he could. not conquer, he would tor- 
nlent, him *.-Becket had received let- 
ters from the pope, which \vere Ineant to 
quiet the fcrupies his dnB:ility at Claren- 
don had excited; ánd while they prai[ed 
his folicitude for the rights of the church, 
they exhorted him to give way, as much 
as might be, and not, by an imprudent re.. 
fifiance, to aggravate the evils ,vhich 
threatened t. 
Such ,vas the fiate of things, during 
the fpring and a part of fllmmer. The 
king's officers, "vith an in[ulting [everity, 
executed the ne\-v fiatutes, and the king 
himfelf 'iV:lS unfatisfied and morofe. To 
recover the f3 vour of Henry, \vhich Alex- 
ander had urged him to attempt, feen1cd 
impoffible, and daily to witnefs ícenes, 
which gave hirn pain, could but add to 
his mifery. Perhaps were his perron out 
of fight, Inea[ll!'"es lefs intemperate nlight 
be purfued. B
cket reafoned thus, and 
refolved to ,,,ithdra \v from the kingdom 1. 
The fiep \:vas contrary to the fourth fta- 
tute of Clarendon. 
Becket He communicated 
att 1 elnpts confidcnti
l fervants, 
to eave 
the king- 
JOill. 


his defign to two 
and repairing to a 
neigh- 


.. Vita C'. z
, Gerv nt flip_ t ep 4, À6. 
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neighbouring convent, he fecretly efcapedBooK t. 
to Romney, where a boat waited, and 
failed for France. But the captain fairful 116 4. 
of the king's difpleafure, íhould he coo- 
vey the archbiíhop out of the realm, pre- 
tended the ,vind was contrary, anrl after 
faille hours relanded him on the coafi. On 
the evening of the falne day, he returned 
towards Canterbury.- The news of his 
departure much alarmed his friends, and 
they difperfed. But one of them, bolder 
than the refl, came to the palace. I-Ie 
\vas anxious about his maner's fate, and 
after fupper retired, thoughtful, to the 
primate's apartment. The firfi part of 
the night paífed, and he had not clafed 
his eyes: Go," faid he to his fervant, 
" íhut the outer gate, that vve may not 
" be difiurbed." The boy ,vent \i\'ith a 
light, and looking round him, di[covered 
the archbiíhop fitting near the door alone. 
His mailer and fome of the monks came 
I to hinl. Becket related his adventure, 
and going in, took forne refrel11ment, and 
retired to refi.-In the morning, the king's 
officers \vere announced, "vho, on the re- 
port of the primate's flight, had been fent 
\vith a commiffion to îeize his temporali- 
ties. The primate, at that moment, paf- 
fed by them, going to morning fervÏce. 
His prefence put a flop to their proceed- 
ings ; and the king, we are told, heard 
of his return with pleafure, from an 
1P- 
prehenfion, that his flight abroad \vou1d be 
afcri bed 
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BOOK l. afçribed to pcrfecl1tion at home, and that 
64 the cenfures of the church might fall on 
11 .. hjs kingdom *. 
They met, forne time after, at Waod- 
fiock, and their meeting was not unfriendly.. 
But Henry feared he Iijight, on a, fre{b pro- 
vocation, again attempt to leave the coun- 
try, and be more fl1ccefsfuL With the 
. advice of his courtiers, therefore, and fronl 
motives not greatly honourable, he deter- 
mined once more tQ cite him before a coun- 
cil of the nation, there to accufe him of 
mifdemeanors, and to l1rge charges, from 
\vhich, he trufied, neither his addre[s nor 
firmnefs íhould be competent to free him. 
Utter humiliation, perhaps the reíìgl1ation 
of his fee, would, he flattered himfelf, be 
the confequençe. With this vie\v, he con- 
voked an aíTembly of the fiates at North- 
ampton, for the eleventh of Oaober t. 
Death of Events not unint
refiin g PJ1 the conti- 
V '.o. ' ,-' 
ll:tOr, fi .c' I . 1-,.. r . 
and the nent mu , lor a moment, Fe teve t q IS lefJeS 
affairs øfof domcftic occurrences.- \li{1or, in the 


nlbar- month of .l\pril, died at Luc;ça. He was 
). preparing, it is ('lid, to return tP Rome, qnd 
hoped that he {houJd enter it triumphant. 
I-lis prof peBs vanifhed, a nd the; priefis of 
Lucca refufed to bury him \vithin the;r 
,valls. The chair of St. Peter had not been 
to Viétor, at leafl:, a feat Qf richçs, for he 
died indigent, leaving aU he 
o
11d call his 
ovvn, an oratory and a p3ir of h.Qrfes, to 
his 
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his proteélor Ftedèric.- There remained BOOI{ I. 
but t\VO cardinals of the faélion, Guido of 116 4" 1 
Crema and John of St. Martin. Thefe 
aífembled what prelates and clergy they 
could collca, \vho gave their votes to Guido. 
He took the name of Pafcal III. The 
emperor confirmed the eletlion, and fo- 
lemnly fv\
ore on the gofpels, that he \vould 
never receive any other pope than Pafcal 
and his fucce{[ors *. 
, The conqueror of Milan \vas fiill in 
Lombardy. Deprived of their ancient 
tights, and infu1tingly opprcífed, as I have 
faid, by' 
he exattions of their enemies, the 
brave LOInbards, even while Frederic was 
alI10ng them, dared to think of liberty. 
The cities of Verona, Padua, Vicenza, and 
fome others formed a fecret league, and the 
republic of Venice, whore privileges the 
imperial officers had not refpeéted, joined 
the confederacy. Thus emboldened, they 
began to fpeak more freely, and to refift. 
The emperor heard of their defigns, and 
with the fevy'. German forces he had \vith 
him, and the 'auxiliaries of Pavia and 
Cremona,' diret1ed his march towards Ve- 
rona.' It
 neighbouring caflles fell an eafy 
prey. But as he advanced, devoting the 

ebel1ious cities to deí1:ruétion, the allies 
poured from all quarters into the plain, and 
pitched their tents before him. To retire 

as difgracefu!, and to engage an enemy, 
thus 



 Chron. Landen. Aé1:a Alex. an. 1164- 
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BOOK I. thus refolute and fuperior in numbers, was 
not to be hazarded" He chofe the former, 
116 4. 
taking this leífon with him, that men who 
have been free, will not long fubmit to 
oppreíIìon: they may be awed for a time
 
but they are not conquered. He was Jike- 
,vife made feníìble that his Italian allies, 
whom hatred to Milan no longer aé1uated, 
could not be relied on. They íhe\ved no 
ardour in his caufe. He retired therefore 
to Pa via, in [ullen indignation, leaving 
behinQ him in all the towns and caflles
 
German governors and German garrifons
 
On the nobility, indeed, he could place 
forne reliance, becaufe themfelvcs flood in 
need of his proteétion, againfi the demo- 
cratic attempts of their countrymen. The 
Lorn bards, \v ho had now feen the back of 
Frederic, from the fucce[s of the Verro- 
nefe confederacy, began to meditate greater 
attempts; he therefore withdrew into Ger- 
many, purpofing, in time, to revenge the 
galling infult *. 
Meeting Agreeably to the royal rummans, on th
 
at North-eleventh of Oétober, the aífembly of the 
ampton. nation met at 
orthampton. It was a
 
crovvded as that of Clarendon, and the no- 
bles and prelates being feated, Henry ad- 
dreífed the primate. "I charge you," fai<;l 
he, " with not ha ving done jufiice, in 
" your court of Canterbury, to John, the 
" rnarefchal of my exchequer, when h.e 
" thet:"ç 


-1!llrat. an. 1164-. 
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, tllcrc fued you for an efiate that had be- BOOK I. 
" " Ion
ed to his ancefiors; and with not 1164-' 
" app""caring in my court, ,yhen you 
.ere 
I " cited, on the appeal of my fervant, to 
I " an fv\rer before me." -- The rnarefchal, it 
feems, on not finding the jufiice he expeél:- 

d, appealed, as the la\v direé1ed, from the 
ecclefìafiical court, and complained to the 
king.-" Your m:;trefchal," replied the pri- 
" mate, '}.Tas denied no jufiice in my court, 

, as thofe \vho tried his claim can \vitnefs ; 
" but he appealed, and his appeal 
Tas in- 
" formal; for infiead of fwearing on tbe 
" garpels, to authorife his appeal, as the 
" la\ìV of the realm requi;es, either advifed 
" to it, or by his o\vn impulfe, he pro- 
" duced a pfalter or a fong-book, and on 
" that he f\vore.- That I did not come to 
,
 your majefiy's court, Vo,hen cited to ap- 
t( pear there, ,"'as not out of contempt; 
" but a fevere illnefs, againfi my wiIJ, de- 
" tained me. T\vo of my knights, how- 
" ever, ,vaited on the court \\Tith myapo- 
" logy *." 
Such was BeckcCs defence, as hifiorians 
flate it; but from the fentence, ,,"hich 
the court pronounced, circumfiances muil 
have been omitted, vrhich to their judg- 
ment ga\"e it lefs validity, unlefs \\Te may 
fuppofe, that the behaviour of I-lenry fuf- 
pended the courfe of jut1icc. R"egardlefs 

f every plea, with an jntelTIpCr
te fury, 
he 



 
ovcdcn. Gc:rv. an. 1164. 
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BOOK I. he [\vore that judgment íhould be pafi'ed 
116 4" and juftice done him *. The primate's 
defence, at leafi, \;vas deemed infufficient, 
and the court condemned hilTI as guilty of 
contumacy, for having difobeyed his liege 
lord, to \vhorn he had [worn fealty and the 
obfervance of his earthly honour, and they 
decreed all his goods and chattels to be at 
the nl
rcy of the king. The biíhOp3 una- 
nimouíly concurred in the fentcnce with 
the temporal barons. Becket [ubmitted 
to the verditt; and as a fine of five hun- 
dred pounds (equal to Inore than feven 
thoufand pounds of our Inoney) would be 
accepted by Henry, he promifed to pa y the 
furn, and found fureties t.- Thus ended 
the firfi day. 
On the InOrrO\IV, the king demanded from 
the archbi!hop the fum of three hundred 
pounds, \vhich, while they \vere in his 
poffeffion, he had levied upon the eaGles 
of Eye and Berkamftead.-" l\10re than 
" that furn," anfwered he, " I exp
nded 
" on tho[e cafiles, and on the royal cafile 
" at London, as the repairs them[elves do 
"fho\v. But 
noney {hall be no ground of 
" quarrel bet\vcen me and my fovereign : 
,( I will pay the furn ;" and imrnediateIy 
l1e ga ve fureties for it -" vVhile you \yere 
" chancellor," continued Henry, " during 
" the war of ToulouCe, I lent you five 
" hundred pounds, which I now demand 
" froIn 
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" from you."-" The five hundred poúnds ßoO K I. 
" were given, not lent," replied the pri- 6+ 
 
I mate. However, as it relled on his fingle II · 
I affertion, the court compelled him to refund 
!the money, and to find fureties, which he 
I did *. This was the buÍÌnefs of the fe- 
Icond day. 
i The third day produced a heavier charge" 
During his adminií1:ration, as chancellor, 
the rents of many vacant abbies and 
biíhoprics, with other revenues belonging 
to the crown, had been in his hands. "Of 
I ," thefe," faid the king, " I now. demand 
" an account. The balance due from 
I" thofe revenues (haJJ be paid."-" When 
!" I was appointed to the fee of Canterbu- 
!" ry," replied the primate, " before my 
i" confecra tion, by the prince, your royal 
i" fon, and my lord of Leicefier, your juf- 
;" ticiary, I was pronounced free and dif- 
i" charged from every bond of the court, 
;" and as fuch the church received me. To 
I U this charge then I am not bound to plead. 
' I " Befides it COffif;S upon me unexpet1edly, 
" dI 
I an am not prepared to anfwer it. I 
" aík for leifl1re to confult Wit}1 thofe who 
" can advifc me. l\fter that I \vill anfwert.;' 
The requeft \-vas cOlnplied vv-ith, and he 
withdrew ,vith the biíhops into a feparate 
chamber. 
VOL. I. I With 
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BOOK J. With furprife the reader vvill have- ob.,} 
ferved, that no mention has here been nlade 
I 164. 
of the eujionls oj Clarendon. The matter is 
all ne\iV, and unconnetled v\7ith them. But 
already I have remarked, that the caprice 
of paílìon, and no confifiency, diretted the 
feries of this ungenerou
 profecution. The 
prelate is not accu[ed of any violation of 
his promife made at Clarendon, or of hav- 
ing oppofed the execution of its fiatlltes. 
As the telnper of the king and his coun- 
cil \vas, \lve are therefore authori[ed 
to conc]ude that he had been guilty of 
netther. Such a charge, could it have been 
produced, V\Tould have corne home 
7ith 
more efficacy, than [ueb as V\Te have wít- 
J 
neífed.-ll.5 to the charges themfelves, the 
firfi excepted, 
Thich carried fame air of 
jufiice vlith it, they ,,,rere vexatious, and 
un\vorthy of a king to urge. Whilfi the 
tide of royal favour flowed, \vealth and 
honours, with an unfparing hand, vvere 
.heaped on the favourite; and the wealth, 
. as V\Te have feen, he expended, and the ho- 
nours he employed, to promote his mafier's 
intereft and glory. Thus 1 in truth, \vas 
an adequate return nladc, and there \vas 
no room to aík for more. When the king 
advanced his chancellor to the fee of Can- 
terbury, he was fatisfied \vith ,vhat he h?d 
done in his former high office, in which 
he meant fiill to retain him, nor 'Nas it his I 
intention., to demand an account of the; 
furns he had fpent; for t\tvo years paffed, 
and 
I 
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-lnd no demand was made. But they quar_ BOOKI. 
reI, and this great king recurs to the claims, 1164, 
J have related, and he makes them, un- 
bluíhingly, as I have told it, in the eye of 
the nation! The prelate alone, thus affailed 
by a vindiélive monarch, infulted by his 
peers, and deferted by his brethren, yet 
, boldly ftanding on his defence, and [ubrnit- 
, ting to each fentence as pronounced againft 
him, calls for our veneration. In better 
daysJ or rather, in another caufe, to fuch 
heroic firmnefs the tongues of an admiring 
people had echoed praife, and to us it had 
been perpetuated on the rolling firearn of 
time. 
Being retired to another room, the doors 
of \vhich by the king's order vvere locked; 
Becket, after a 1hort paufe, requefted the 
opinions of his fuffrages.- The bifhop of 
London fpoke firft "Father," faid he, 
" did you recolleéÌ from \vhat the king, 
" our mafter, raired you, the favours he 
" befio"ted upon you, and the danger 
" which threatens the church and us, 1hould 
" you refiH: his will, not only \vould you 
" refign the fee of Canterbury, but ten 
" times more, Vlere it neceffary. Perhaps 
" feeing this your humility, he might be 
" moved to reinfi:1te you in all your pof- 
" feffions."-" I perceive," obferved Beck- 
et, " that your advice is not unpremedi- 
" tated." 
Henry of Wìnchefier fpokell-" The 
" opinion, which has been given, is of a 
I 2 " pernicious 
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BOOl\: I. u perniciou
 tendency to the church, and 
116 4. " invol ves os.. all; for (hpuld our primate 
" fe us tbis eXqrnpIe, that, at the will or 
" menace of the prince, a bi{hop mufi rc- 
" linquiíh his ch<lrge, what ip futQre !hall 
" b
 expeé1ed, but a vjol
 ,ion of our 
" rights, and, a

 he may dir
é1, thç fub- 
" veríion of all order? The cQ\1fqÍÌon of 
U the priefthood \viII re

h the people II" 
" UnJef& the urgency 
f th
 times and 
" the pert1.1rbatipI1 Qf th.
 çhurch cal1ed for 
,
 other m
afures, I íhO\1.1d vote \Vith my 
" lord of Winçhefier/' repli
p Hilary of 
Chicheíter, q maQ vain if} wprdslI "But 
" when of the canons the authority ÌtfeJf 
" fiaggers, from the fevçrity of difcipline 
" muçh muft be relaxed, that moderation 
" may efteB, what rigid difçipline ".ould 
"overthro\
r. It is my opiniop therefore, 
" t hat we give way to the royal ",rill, but 
" only for a timell Inconfiderately 
.e 
U roay adopt refolutions, from \vhich to 
" recede it may J;1ereafter be plore mort i- 
" fying, and more gaHing to our pride." 
" I fee very plainly," obfervep Robert 
of Lincoln " tbat they feek the life and 
" blood of this manll One of the t,vo is 
" therefore neceffary, either to quit his 
" archbifhopric or his life. No\vof \vnat 
" ufe his archbilhopric will be to him after 
" he has loft his life, for my part, I pro- 
" fefs, I cannot fee."-This Robert, fays 
t
e hifiorian, \vas but a flrnple and injudi- 
CIOUS man. 


Bar- 
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Bartholomew of Exeter, then delivered BOOI( I. 
I his O p inion.-" That the times åre evil) 
1164. 
I" will, I think, be denied by no one. 
I" And if by any fubterfuge, we can efcape 
:', the prefent fiorm, unhurt, that fureJy 
I" íhould be aimed at: but even in this, 
'" little fuccefs can be expeé1ed, unlefs \ve 
I" give wayconfiderably. The prcífure of 
" the moment requires it, particularly as 
" this profecution is perfonal, and does 
" not in valve us all. It is better then that 
" the head of one man be expofed to dan- 
" ger, than that the Engliíh church fuffer 

, inevitably." 
Roger, lately confecrated to the fee of 
Worcefier, fpoke thus alnbiguouf1y.-" I 
" willi," [aid he, "to give no opinion; 
" becaufe íhould I fay that the cure of 
" fouls ought to be retìgned, \
hen the 
" prince fo wills it or threatens, i íhould 
" fpeak againfi my own confcience, and 
" IDY mouth \vould belie my heart. If I 
" fay, that the king íhould be oppofed; 
" here are thofe prefent who are devoted 
" to him, 
.ho \
.ill make their report. I 
" !hall be ranked, in future, ,TJith his ene- 
I " n1Îes, and be condemned. Therefore I 
" "'''a ve all decifion, and gi ve no ad- 
" vice"*. 
A paufe enfued, and as they could not 
quit the room, the archbilhop fignified, 
tbat h
 
.iíhcd to fpeal, \vith tbe ear1s of 
I..èicefier 
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ooKI. Leicefier and Cornwall. They came In 
· hafte, and opening th
 doors, entered to 
· J 1,64:. 
the biíhops. " My lords, faid the pr
late, 
" we have debated on the charge which 
" the king has brought againfi me; but 
" as the perfons, to whom Q1 y ca \1 fe is beft 
" known, are not with Ole, I aik for a 
" refpitetill the morrow, when I will an- 
" ewer, as God iliall di.rett: me." The 

ing affen.t
d to his requefi, and the coun- 
cil rofe. . 
.' By the turn ,,"hich the debate took, in 

he priv
te deli.beration of the prelates, they 
reem to have underfiood tha
 the king's 
intention, when he brought the laft charge 
againfi th
, archbiíhop, was to force hin1 to 
. a refignatioQ. of his fee. I
deed, fo intri- 
cate and ext
nfive mufi hCl;ve bçen the ac- 
counts he demanded, and fo uncertain the 
o J - 
claim, that tbe reimburfem
nt of any fUln 

1ight ha ve beeJ? required.' The revenues 
of the fee c;>f Canterbury were not equal to 
t,he difcharg
, and no fureties could have 
been foundll The king talked of forty- 
four thoufand marks, 
'hich, fron1 tl e 
çom'parative vaJue of money, 
.as an enor
 
I?ous furn: nothing then, it. was' thought, 
:reI1?ain.
d, but t.hat the pri.rnate íhould rc- 
fign his fee, and throw himfelf on the 
royal mercy. He himfeI
 fa\v the intrica- 
cy of his fituation, and vie\ving the ini- 
q
ity of the profec
tion, he feems, fro
 
this moment, to have determined to avail 
bimfelf of the facrednefs of his charatter 
. " fo
" 
, i 
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for protcétion, (as jufily he might,) and to BOOl{ 1. 
involve his caufe with that of God and re- 6 
1 . f r.. d 1 1 4. 
]igion. T le notIons 0 the age conI plfe 
with his vie\vs, and his enemies, though 
, they drew ruin on his head, had themfel;es 
I re-aCon to repent their \tvanton and malevo- 
I ' lent attack. 
I The next day was Sunday. Perceiving 
that the multitude of knights and others, 
who till no\v had attended on his perfon, 
came not near him, apprehenfive of the 
fate 
Thich threatened, the primate order- 
ed the poor of the neighbourbood to be 
colletted, and to be feated at his table. 
" By thefe," [aid he, "I íhall obtain a
 
" eafier victory,. than by thofe who have 
q íhalnefully deferted me in the hour of 

'danger." The favour of the people was 
thus excited, and religion [eemed to fanc- 
tify his caute.-He had been long fubjett 
to a pain in his bo\vels, and nO\\1 care and 
vexatÏon confpiring, it attacked him with 
violence, and he retired to refl. The 
morning caine J and he \vas unable to 
rife 
. 
On l\1ondav, the council affen1b1ed, and 
having forne time waited for the archbi- 
{hop, the two earls above-menrioned, were 
ordered to go to his lodgings, and cite hinl 
to appear. It \vas reported that he coun- 
terfeited ÍÌcknefs. " You are fenfibIe," 
(aid h
 to the earls, "\vhat it Ïs that de- 
" tains 
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"BOOK J. " tains me. Gjv
 me but a refpite till to- 
116 4. " morrow's fun, and! will come to your 
" 
ourt, though 
 be conveyed i
 
 litter." 
It \vas g
r nted. In' the cour[e of the day, 
Jlowever, intiln3:tio
 
as f
cre
ly given to 
bim by th
fe, who approachea the king, 
tha
, if he appeared in' co.urt, his defiruc- 
tion or illlprifonrnent ,'Vas 
efolv
d on * 
 
Early in the mor
ing he was vifited by 

any' of 
he 
i1hops, who ençJeavoured to 
perfuade him
 tha
, for the peace 9f the 
church,. and hi
 own 
af
ty, be \\.
uld 
fubmit bimfelf, without referve, to the 
king's pleafure. He rejeéted tbeir advice, 
with a fevere rèprimand'on 
hei.r own con-' 
.
uét. ! 
, Jt is,',' he added, 
' a deteftable 
" proceedi,ng, that you have not only for- 
" faken me 
n this difpute, but now, for 
" two days, ha
e fat i,n judgin
rit, with 
" 
he barons, on me your father, you who: 
" 1hould have flood by rlJell I forbid you 
" to attend any fuither proceedings again
 
" me. And if, as it is rumûured, violence 

' íbould be offered to file, I command "you 
" in holy <obedience
 by 
he cenfures of 
" the church to ayenge 
he injuryt." 
'I'he biíhops retired; 'and the primate go- 
ing to th
 c
ur
h, at an a]ta.r d,edica.ted to. 

tll Stephen, ceI

rated the mars. ,,
hjch 
begins with the words, prif!ces fat and jþake. 
ogainfllne; alluding, doub'tlefs, to his o\vn 
. fituation, 
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(ituation, and thus invoking the aid of the BOOK I. 
firfi martyr to the chrifiian caufe. 1164-" 
Defcending from the altar, clothed in 
I part, as he was, in his facred veftments, 
he proceeded to the court, where the king 
with his barons waited his arrival; and at 
the door, he took into his hand the crofs, 
, which his chaplain carried. The attion 
furprifed the biíhops, who had come out 
to meet him, and they endeavoured to 
prevent it, knowing how much it would 
irritate the king. ,c: Let me be your crofs- 

, bearer," faid the biíhop of Hereford, 
" for fo it becomes me."-" No," replied 
the prelate, "this crofs is my fafeguard : 
" it 1hall tell them, under what prince I 
,
 comb
t."-" If the king fees you enter 
" with thefe arms," obferved Gilbert of 
Lon

n, firiving to ""Tefl the crofs from 

im, " he \\Till unfheath his own: it will 

' th
n appear, which are mofi to be re- 
" lied on." -" That I lea ve to God;" re- 
plied Becket.-" Hitherto your folly has 
" been great," rejoined the biíhop,1" and, 
" I percei
e, yo':1 are no
 
jfpofed to quit 
" it *." 
The king underRanding, in what form 
the arch biíhop "vas entering the hall, rofe 
hafiily from his feat, and vvith the barons 
retired to al1 inn.er chamber. The prelate, 
Vv
ith a f
w a
tendants, then took his feat, 
and on the oppofite fide fat the biíhops. 
V/ith 
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BOOK I. With the king all w-as confuÍÌon. He pro... 
116 4' pofed firfi to attack the primate, on the 
old queûion of the immunities of the cler- 
gy. From this he was diiTuaded, the cour- 
tiers telling him, that it '
lould furely 
again unite the biíhops to their primate, 
and they íhould have another army arrayed 
againfi them. The bilhops were called in, 
To them, in the firongefi terms, he com- 
plained of the intended in[ult; that to 
corne thus armed into his court, '-"as to 
brand himfelf, he faid, and the \vhole a[- 
fembly, with the odious charge of fame 
treacherous defign. But as his rage grevv 
immoderate, fiimulated by the courtiers 
fpeeches, even the prinlate's enemies \vere 
í110cked. They expetted he would be in- 
fiantly maffacred. Roger of York quitted 
the room, faying to his chaplains: "Let 
" us be gone. It becomes not us to ,vjt- 
" nefs ,,,
hat will foon befall the primate 
U of Canterburv." Barthololne\v of Exe- 
ter ran to him"': "My father," faid he, 
" have pity on yourfelf and us. On your 
" accou n t we íhall all this day periíh. 
" The king has ordered, that \vhoever 
" dares to fiand by you, íhall be pun iíhed 
" as a n enemy to the flate. Jocelin of 
" Salifbury and William of Norwich, ,,
ho 
" have fpoken in your favour, are jufi 
". no",", it is faid, dragg,ed out to puniíh- 
" ment." -" Fly then; for .thou knowefi 
',' not ,,"hat appertains to God;" fa!d the 
prImate, 
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prin1ate, looking at him, firm and daunt- BOOK f. 
Iefs, and not movin g fron1 his feat *. 6 
. h i 1 4. 
The biíhops, in the mean tIme, W 0 
, remained in the inner room \vith the king, 
feeing the danger which threatened, and 
uncertain what to do, after much alterca- 
I I tion among themfelves, propofed a laft 
lneafure, which, they hoped, would be 
fuccefsful. " We V\?jll cite our primate," 
faid they to the king, "before the pope: 
" there we can bring our charges; and, \ve 
" doubt not, íhall procure his depofition." 
-The propofal pleafed Henry; and the 
biíhops in a body hafiening to the primate, 
! the arrogant and frothy I-lilary of Chichef- 
tcr thus, in the name of all, addreífed 
him t. 
" Until now," [aid he, "you have been 
" our archbi{bop, and it 
.as our duty to 
" obey yon. But as you f wore fealty to 
" our lord the king, that is, to defend his 
" life, his limbs, and worldly honour, and 
" to obferve the cufiorns of the realm, 
" which he required, and now you firive 
" to overthrow thore cUlloms, which prin- 
" cipally regard that \vorldIy honour; 
" therefore we pronounce you guilty of 
" perjury, and to a perjured primate we 
" owe no further obedience. Ourfelves 
" and onr poífeffions \VC coolmit to the 
" proteé1ion of our lord the pope, and 
e 
" cite you to his prefencc, there to an- 
" fwer 
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BOOK I ." f wer to our éharges." Thus faying, he 
6 -ñamed a day.-" I hear you," faid the 
11 4. h b . IL 
arc nuop '*. . 
It is extraordinary, that the quefiion of 
the cuftom.r íhould be here revi ved by the 
biíhops, and on it only íhould their charge 
be grounded, when it had not once been 
publicly mentioned at Northampton, nor 
any accufation of perjury been preferred 
againfi the primate. But the truth is; 
perjury was deemed acanonicalcrime, and 
could it be proved, a fentence of depofition, 
they thought, might be obtained from his 
holinefs; whereas the royal charges were 
all of them, as produced at Northampton, 
of a civil nat
re. To gratify the king's 
paffion, it mattered not, how informal the 
profecution was, or on what charges it was 
founded; and the bilhops it feelTIS, from 
ignorance, or fear, or malice, or interefi, 
,vere difpofed to go to any lengths. 
After Hilary had fpoken, the biíhops 
went over to the oppofite feats, and a panfe 
of 1ilence enfued. The door of the inner 
room then opened, and the barons, with 
a 
reat cro\vd, headed by the earls of Lei- 

 . 
cefier and Cornwall, entering, walked up 
to the primate. The earl of Leicefier faid : 
" The king orders, that you appear before 
" hin1 to anfwer to his charges, as yoq 
" promifed; other\vife hear your fen- 
" tence."-" l\1v fentence!" cried the. 
J . 
pJ;lmat
. 
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primate rHing from his feat: " Yes, fan BOOK 1. 
" earl, but do you hear firfi.- You well 11 6 4- 
" know, my fan, with what friendlhip 
" and with what fidelity, I ferved my 
" lord the king. On that account it \vas 
" his pleafure, that I íhould be promoted 
I " to the archiepifcopal fee of Canterbury, 
I" God kno\vs, againft my own will. For 
" I knew my own incapacity; and I ac- 
" quiefced, not fo much for the love of 
" God, as for his love. This is fufficiently 
" evident, ÍÌnce God to-day \vithdra",-s 
" l1imfelf and the king from me. At IDV 
I " eleétion, in the prefence of prince Henry, 
I" \vho had received orders from his royal 
" father, it "vas aíked, in what condition 
" I was gi ven to the church? ",-hen an- 
" [wee was mãde; free and difcharged 
" from every bond of the court- But if free; 
" I cannot now be bound to anf\ver to 
& 
" thofe things, from which I was then dif- 
" charged; nor will 1."-" This," obferv... 
ed the earl, " is different froW what, the 
" other day, was reported to th
 king."- 
The primate proceeded: " Stillliften, my 
"fon. As much as the foul 
s fuperior 
" to the body, by fo much it is your duty, 
" to obey God and me, rather thaq an 
" earthly monarch. Neither law, nQr 
" reafon, permits, that a child judge or 
" condemn his parent. Wherefore, I de- 
" cline the tribunal of the king and his 
" barons, [ubmitting myfelf, under God, 
" to the judgment of our lord the pope, to 
" \y horn, 
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BOOK J. " whom, in the prefence of you all, I no\\ 
116 4. ''" appeili. The church of Canterbury, my 
" order and dignity, ,vith an that pertains 
" to them, I commit to God and the pro- 
" teétion of the holy fee. And you, rpy 
" brethren and fello\,\1"-bifhops, \vho have 
" preferred the obedience of man to that of 
" God, I cite you to the prefence of our 
" lord the pope. Thus guarded by the 
" power of the catholic church and the 
" apofiolic fee, I retire hence *." 
The [olemn addrefs ,vas taken to the 
king; and the primate turned round to 
leave the hall. As he paffed through the 
crowd he ,vas infulted; and fame called 
out, that he retired like a perjured traitor. 
Looking fl:ernly at the revilers, he faid: I 
" Did the facrednefs of mv charaéler per- 
" mit it, I would by arm; defend myfelf, I 
" againfi that charge of perjury and trea- 
"fan." The outer gate was locked; but 
one of his attendants perceiving the keys: 
on the wall, and opening the door, they 
went out; and amidfi the acclamations of i 
the clergy and the people, gratulating him 
on his delivery, .and a crowd of beggars, he : 
reached the convent where he lodged..- 
In the evening, the bifhops of W orcefier, 
Hereford, and Rochefier, who \vere attach- 
ed to the primate, \vaited on the king in 
his name, requefiing that he might be per- I 
mitted to quit the realm. "rro-rnorro\v," I 
replied I 
· Gerv- Vita. . I 
I 
I 
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replied Henry, " I will lay his requefi be- B OOK 1. 
" fore the council." But at night-fall, - 6 

 1 I 4. 
t\VO noblemen, whofe folemn affeverations 
could not be doubted, informed the arch:... 
biíhop, that certain perfons of high rank 
had confpired againft his life, \vho were 
mutually pledged to perpetrate their de- 
fign. This, it feerns, determ i ned hi m to 
attempt an immediate efcape; wherefore, 
ordering a couch to be prepared in the 
church, as if he meant to take fané1uary 
there, before midnight, attended by t".o 
monks and a fervant, he left the convent, 
and foon after\vards the walls of Nor- 
thampton, pailing northward throl1gh a 
gate which was' left unguarded * .-It "vas 
Tuefday the fixteenth ofOé1ober. 
Thus clo[ed the council of Northamp- 
ton, which, during fix days, exhibited a 
fcene of that violence and di [order, \v hich 
marked the judicial proceedings of the age. 
The meeting of Clarendon, though fome- 
\vhat more decorous, ,vas not better fitted 
to the purpofes of difiributi ve jufiice and 
general legillation. A fubjeð: of forne im- 
portance opens before me, and the obvi- 
ous conneétion of things demands el ucida- 
tion. But as fa many authors have vv-rit- 
ten on the origin of feudal government, 
and of its particular charatler, as efiabliíh- 
cd in this country by the conq ueror and his 
immediate fucceffors, for me it can only 
be 
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BOOK I. be neceífary, brief} y to trace (otne genera1 
outlines, that no want of evidence may 
bewilder, or obfiaeles impede the eafy 
progrefs of, my reader. 1 have no favour- 
ite theory to prefent, but fuch as the faéls 
of hifiory, as they occur, have formed, and 
which the evolving feries of events may 
gradually tend to efiabliíh. 
Brief ac- That the government, introduced at 
count of the con q uefi was not at once com- 
the An - , , , 
glo-Nor- pleted, and that even in the prefent reign, 
man go- it was, in many infiances, fluBuating and 
=

n;


undcfined, though a hundred years had 
ty. elapfed from its firft efiabliíhment, will 
net be denied by him who has reafoncd 
from experience, and read with caution. 
The new fyflem, \ve know, relué1antly 
coalefced with the Saxon laws, which 
breathed a better fpirit, and to which 
Ia,^ls even the conquerors themfelves foon 
profeífed an attachment. Befides, it has 
been often [aid that, even in countries 
where it had no [ueb obfiacles to contend 
with, the feudal form of government ne- 
ver moved on any certain and unvarying 
principleâ, whereby the lives and proper- 
ty of the vaífal were fecureò, or the 
power and prerogative of the fovereign 
were afcertained. Where not the cool 
deliberations of ftatefmen, \veighiI1g the 
paffions of men and calculating contin- 
gencies, h3d fpoken, but the bafiv deci- 
1ìOD of \ynrriors, vvhom no fore[ght 
guided, had tketched the rude outline of 
{)f 
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polity and legiílation, much neceífari... BOOK I. 
I y \vas left to the precarious ifiue of 
events, to hun1an caprice; and to fuch 
circulnfiances, as all the varying changes 
of pO'h-er on one hand, .and of fubmiffion 
o.n the other, íhould progreffively generate. 
If the advantages of the feudal fyfiem 
\yere many, more \vere its inconvenien- 
ces; of \vhich no better proof can be re- 
I quired, than the evidence of its decline in 
all the kingdon1s of Europe, as the fights 
of man, frorn the growing importance of 
every member to the greater good of the 
community, were more clearly under- 
flood. But I believe all circumfiances 
duly weighed, it will be found that, at 
this time, the feudal polity, imperfetl: as 
it \yas,. "'as befi adapted to the general 
fiate of thines in this country, and on the 
continent of'--Europe. I confine myfelf to 
England. 
The pO\iVer of the kinø' \vas n1onarchical: Po\,'er of 
he was the [ouree (ìf aH
dignity and cum_the king. 
mand, and agreeably to the fir!! principles 
of the fyftem" the \vhok landed property 
of the realm belonged to him. Origi- 
nally acquired by thF right cf cOfìqueft, he 
had difiriblltfd am
)ngfi his f011o,. v ers fuch 
portions of it, a
 their fefvÎces Of his o\vn 
p
rtiaJity bad decided, acd this on certaifl 
conditions, 

1hich fcern never to have 
l:een feparateò from the aél of ailignment, 
and on 
7hich the notion of feudal pro- 
perty did eff
ntially reft. The principal 
VOL. I. K condition 
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BOOK I. condition was, the return of fervice for 
the fayour or benefice conferred. The du- 
ties then of the fovereign and his vaífals 
were built on the noble foundation of 
60Ullty and grattiude. The property 
afiigncd 'vas denominated afiif; and fiefs 
which, at firft, were revocable at will, 
acquired, in procefs of time, a more per- 
n1anent tenure; they were granted dur- 
ing life, and then became hereditary in 
families, fo long as the original condition 
of fer vice was complied with. This fervire 
was chiefly military, and the king could 
call for it, as the exigences of the ti l1fes 
might [cern to require.-In his hands 
was lodged the executive po\ver; and with... 
out his a:ífent no laws could be made or 
altered. It will even be feen, in the 
courfe of this hifiorv, that the royal ediét 
alone was admitted "to have the full force 
of law. But in the regular order of 
. government, a more temperate form pre- 
vailed, and the condutt of the fovereign 
""as diretled by the ad vice of a council. 
Natio
al The reader has recently witneíTed two 
CouncIl. national aífernblies, fummoned by the 
king. They were what our hifiorians 
call, the great council; and the fiated times 
of its meeting v.:-ere the three great fefii- 
vals ofChrifimas,Eafler, and Whitfuntide. 
The barons, and the immediate tenants of 
the crown, attended; for it was a part of 
that fer vice which, as vaífals, they owed 
to their fupreme lord. In the king and 
this 
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this èounciJ, agreeably to the fpirit of the BOOK. I. 
feudal infiirution, refided the leg(jlative 
po\yer; and for obvious rearOBS, it was 
his \virn, that it í}lou]d be often convened, 
I and be fully attended. There, at the 
head of his vafiàls, he appeared in the 
1 1uflre of rnajefi y, ordaining hi \'\'5, or de- 
, Inanding j u nice againfi thcf
 \vho had 
violated the cornpa
:1 \vhich bound them 
to their lord. In the firfi capacity he ,vas 
at Clarendon; in the fecond at North- 
ampton. But often parade ('nly and fef- 
tivity \i\?ere intended. The attendance of 
the vafiàl marked his fubordination, and 
it ferved to check that independence 
'iVhich the great barons much afietled, 
arid \vhich ever drew í1rength from the 
habits of po\yer and patronage, they con- 
traéled at their o\vn cafiles. By the fame 
meetings, as t!
eir confent and advice 
\yere deemed ncce{fary, as ,yell in the 
enaé1ion of la\'
ls, as in the inflié1ion of 
punifhnlent, the arbitrary povyer of thl..
 
cro\vn 
-as ali"o controlled. But in the fe- 
cund cafe, unlefs 

hen the objeQ of pro- 
1
'cut;on ,vas a patriotic or po\verful vaf- 
fal, the king, by bis authority or his dif- 
proportionate iníll1ènCe
 was able to a\ve 
the nleeting, to bias their fllffrages, and 
to bend all to his "viII. 
rhis ha ppened in 
the trial \ve ha vc feen. The impetuous 
temper of Henry, in a caufe, vvhich he 
and his courtiers had the addrefs to render 
unpopular, not only expofed the primate 
K 2 to 
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BOOK I. to his utIl10ft vengeance, but it could in- 
ti'midate into a weak compliance even 
thofe, whom every motive íhould have 
roufed to a manly oppoÍÌtion. 
The confiituent members of this coun- 
ciJ, as I have faid, were the immediate 
tenants of the cro\vn, \vhich cOllJprifed 
the archbiíhops, bifhops, many abbots, 
and forne priors; the barons, under which 
denomination the earls 
rere included; and 
.all fuch, whether knights, or others, who 
held their fees by military, or lees honour- 
able, fervice. They were all the king's 
homagers, his men, as to life, limb, and 
earthly honour. When Domefday-book 
'\vas framed, the number of thefe vaífaIs 
did not amount to feven hundred. From 
the fentence of this court there was no 
appeal, un1efs, as we have feen, in matters 
of an eccleÍÌaftical complexion. And that I 
fuch appeals \vere then, agreeably to the I 
ufages of the nation, lawful, is evid
nt! 
from the conduB: of the bit11ops, who, at I 
Northampton, 'JVith the confent of the I 
king, cited the primate before their lord I 
the pope. Nor 'vas the eighth fiatute of. 
Clar
ndon, as it ,vas afterwards explained,! 
D1eant to prohibit fuch appeals. But I 
when the caufe ,vas purely civil, this ap- 
peal though prattifed, as \rve faw, by, 
Becket, mufl: have' been originally abu- I 
five. Churchmen did homage to the king 
for the fiefs they held of him, and by the I 
at1 became his vaírals. its fueh, there-, 
fore, 
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fore, they were amenable to his tribunal, BdoK I. 
and íhould have flood to the verditl: of 
Itheir peers. But, at this time, their great 
aim was to withdraw themfelves from 
'all fecular jurifdiétion, and to efiabJiíh a 
!ne\v order of things. The appointn1ent 
:of fpiritual courts, by the conqueror, 
tended to forward the new fvfiem, and the 
J 
Iconceffions of fuch [ucce{fors helped 011 the 

arne. The eleven article of Clarendon, 
i\\"ent to the refloration of the ancient fyf- 
I tell1 , and to renew that conneé1ion be- 
t\veen the fecular and clerical orders, 
\\7 hich feems to ha ve prevailed before the 
i
onquefi.. But the evil fupported by the 
banonifis of the age, had taken too deep 
toot, to be removed by defultory efforts. 

uch were thofe of Henry. 
! To look for the commons, (as they are 
inow denominated,) in the aífembly I am 
!:lefcribing, that is, men who were not im- 
!rnediate tenants of the cro\vn, argues 
!little knowledge of the feudal inflitution, 
lin which, a gradual [ubordination uni- 
formly prevailed. The fubvatlals of the 
ealm confiituted an inferior order of 
in1en, whofe duty was paid to their im- 
:mediate, .or mifne, lord, under whom they 
:held theIr fees, or lands; on w horn they 
:were dependent; and \vho ,;vas interpofed 
between them and the throne. In re- 
Ilation to him, they flood in the fame ca- 
;pacity, that he and the other barons did 
ito the king: thefe were peers of the 
realm; 
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BOOK I.realm; the fubvaffaIs, or vavaJors, for fo 
they \vere fometirnes called, were peers 
of the barony to 'ivhich they belonged. 
With \vhat propriety then, migl1t they 
claim a feat in the great legií1ative aífem- 
bly, ,yho already ,vere [uny reprefented 
there, as far as any reprefentation was, 
at that tinle, intended; and \vho, befides, 
,vere melnbers of a court, in aU things, 
co-ordinatè V\ 7 ith their 11ation? T

 ba- 
rons, in their callIes, had their Qv\'''n courts, 
appointed to nlake [uch arrangements, as 
the nature of their tenures, or the order 
of vaffalage required, and to decide fueh 
fuits as arofe among their dependents. 
Attended by his otIicers a nd retainers, here 
tþe petty fovereign rcfided, in his COß1- 
rnands often more arbitrary than his mo- 
narch, 
nd generally more f
rvi1cly obey- 
ed, brcaufe his vaí1als had not the po"\vcr 
of refinance, which the lord hirnfelf pof- 
[e!fed" ßut alfo, as he lived with tbtm 
in fplendour and hofpitality, fometimes, 
as the father of a faolily, they \vere much, 
attached to him
 His court, in minattJre, 
refemhl<.Q that of his fover
ign, and his 
ßlinifiers 
'ere honoured \vith fimi!ai" 
offices and titles. Nothing then, it fcc[TIs, 
but the love of controvcr[y, in violation 
of an obvious fyi1cnl, and, \vhat is n1úrc, 
of the unequivocal rcpreicntaticns of C011- 
tenlporary writers, eQuId have inJpe]Jcrl 
certain men to dra\v the fubvafiàJs of the 
baronage fronl their preper fphere, and 
place 
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, place them in feats which, as yet, wereBOOK I. 
unadapted to them. 
Befides the nqtional council, which IKing's 
have defcribed, ,vas the king's court de_court. 
, nominated curz"a regz"J, \\Thich generally 
attended his perfon, and wherein him- 
felf often fa t to hear ca u fes, and to pro- 
I flounce judgment, in civil and criminal 
fuits, among his barons. Here, like\vife,. 
, \vere managed the concerns of the royal 
revenue. In the abfence of the king, 
the chief or grand }uflzcíary prefided, v/ho 
was the firfi magifirate in the ftate, near- 
eft to the fovereign in po\,'"er and authori- 
ty. To this court, as 
7e have feen, 
Becket V\7as cited, in the caufe of John, 
marefchal of the exchequer, and \vas 
fined for non-appearance. Origina1Jy few 
appeals were made to the curia regis, all 
cauf
s beìng determined at their proper 
tribunals, in the counties, and in the 
courts of barony; but, as the oppreffion 
of the nobles grew, and the fcience of law 
became more ìntricate, and the influence 
of the cro\vn extended, appeals V\7ere 
common, the [ubordinate judicatures loft 
their credit, and bufinefs accumulated in 
the hands of the king's minifiers'. The 
reader \vill \vitnefs the progrefs 'of this 
change, ,vhich, from a combination of 
caufes, tended much to increafe the royal 
power.- The other officers of this court 
\vere, the confiablc, marefchal, fenefchal, 
chamberlain, tTeafurer, and chancellor. 
Such 
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:BOOK I.Such barons, as thought proper, might 
alfo attend. The curia regis, at this time, 
fee ms alfo to ha ve bt en called the court of 
exchequer, (Scaccariunz
) from a chequer- 
ed cloth which covered the tal,le, at \vhicn 
the officers fat; and it comprehended the 
whole buunefs, ",:hich is no,v {bared a-. 
mong our four courts, th{" chancery, the 
king's bench, the common pIcas, aod the 
exchf'quer. 
The name of chancellor l1aving often 
been mentioned, it may be proper to ob- 
ferve tbat, at this time, he had r'o ddlinél: 
court, in 
1hich he prefided. The great 
feal \vas in his cuflQdy: hç fupervifed all 
ç}larters, an
 all aBs and precepts, '\vhich 
iífued in the king's court, and put the feal 
to them. He V\Tas chief counfeHor to the 
king, and" as '\ve favv in the cafe of Beck- 
et, generally attended on his perfon. The 
vaçant biíhoprics and abbeys were 9ftcn 
left in his cunorly. 
Connty A third court was that of the county or 
court.. hundred, defcended" it is thou
ht, from 
the Saxons, the office of wpich was tq 
judge between the vaffals of different ba- 
ronies. The fberi
 then called vifcount
 
prefided, an officer appointed by ,he kiog, 
ànd in whore department, bcfides, it \vas, 
to keep the publlG peace, to flock and im- 
prove the royal dem
fne., and "to collea 
the reyen ue. The grea teft barons \vere 
obliged to attend the county courts, and 
to affifi the íberiff in the adminiilra.tion of 
. t; . · '- - - . ...' his 
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his office. But the refort and buÍÌnefs BOOK I. 
even of thefe courts, \ve íball fee, were 
gradually abforbed by the extenÍÌon of the 
,royal judicature in the appointment of itÎ- 
I nerant j.udges, t y which means, the whole 
J.udicial po\\?er \vas u1tirnately lodged, with 
the executive, in the hands of the fove- 
reJgn. 
: The po\ver of the Norman l{ings was Revenue 
alfo fu pp orted b y a great and independent of the 
f . h crOWD. 
revenue, the princip.ll Lranches 0 \VhIC 
were :- 
I. 1'he royal demefize or crown-lands, 
which were very extenfive, and compre- 
hended, beude manors, many of the 
to\vns and chief cities of England. As re- 
corded in dome[day-book, '""the royal ma- 
nors, at that time, were fourteen hundred 
and twenty-two; and we know that their 
number "vas afterwards rnlJch augmented. 
This demefne ,vas not legally alienable; 
but it win be feen, how \vantonly it was 
fometiules difpofed of, and ho\v arbitrarily 
reCumed. 
2. Ejcheats; under which term ,vas 
I comprehended, all lands '\vhich became 
I vefted in the cro\v-n, by devolution, for- 
feiture, feizure, or forne ÍÌmilar title, that 
is, i n default of heirs, or for cri ITIeS and 
'breach of duty to,vards the fuperior lord. 
I There e[cheats the prince \vas permitted 
to alienate, though gradually they were 
çonfounded \vith the ancient denufne, which 
they contributed to extend. 


3. Feudal 
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BOOK I. 3. Feudal profit!; which were the re- 
liets to be paid, on the dea th of his ancef- 
tor, by every hejr that held his lands by 
barony, or knight's fervice, that is, by 
every military tenant in capite, when he 
took poífeffion of his inheritance. Before 
lWagna Charta, thefe reliefs were not li- 
mited by Ialv, and therefore often arbitr
- 
rily i 111 po[ed.-Wardjhips "-7ere another 
feudal profit. During the nonage of his 
vaffaIs, tbe king received the revenues of 
their efiates, allowing what he thought 
proper for theireducation and maintenance; 
nor after1vards COU Id they marry, either 
male or female, ,vithout his confent, to 
o?tain \vhich lar;e furns \vere often 
gl vent 
4. The fir111s of counties, generally let 
to the íherifF; and of to\vns, burghs, and 
gilds, fituated in the royal demefne. 
5. Fines and arnerciaments, of many 
kinds, in civil and criminal cafes, and for 
forefi-trefpaffes. Fines 
7ere reduced to 
three general heads: finesjòr liberties, that 
is, for grants and confirmation of liberties, 
or for franchifes and exemptions, of all 
,vhich the infiances \vere numberJefs.- 
Fines in law-proceedings, that is, fines to 
have jufiice and right; fines for ,vrits, 
p]e3s, trials, and judgments; fines for ex- 
pedition or fpeeding the right; fines for 
flopping, or delays of pleas, trials, or 
judgments. Proceedings nlofi iniquitous, 

 . 
but the [ouree of great \yealth, to obv1atc 

rhjch 


, . 
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"Thich the forty-feventh claufc of lVIagnaBooK I. 
Charta "vas decreed :-Fines of a nlixed 
nature, that is, for the king's favour, or 
that he would remit his difpleafure, for 
his aid and proteélion, to be releafed out 
of pri[on, and for acquittals in divers cafes, 
for lea ve to hold or quit certain offices, for 
permiHìon to trade, to open Inines, and 
for many other things of a mifcellaneous 
.nature..-AJnercianlents; \vhich were levied 
for crimes, trefpaffes, and defaults, the 
occaÍÌons of which "
ere manifold, parti- 
cularly unde'r the head of the foreft-laws, 
when the king poffeífed fixty-eight forefis, 
thirteen chaces, and feven hundred and 
eighty-oDe parks, in øiffcrent parts of Eng- 
land. 
6. A/d; \vhich '
;as deemed an honour- 
able fervice or duty, rendered by a free 
vaífal to his lord, and of which \yere three 
forts due to the cro\vn, by common right. 
Aid to make the king's eldefi fan a knight, 
to lTIarry his cldefi daughter, and to ran- 
fom his perf on \vhen taken in \".ar. It 
,vas paid by all the king's immediate te- 
nants, \vhether they he]d their fees by ba- 
rony, or knight's fervice, or by ferjeanty, 
or by rent-fervicc, focage, or other fervice, 
of \\"hich many inflances ,viII occur. The 
furns aífeífed, generaJIy per fie, and the 
mode of raifing it, varied at diflcrent 
ti mes. . 
7. Scutage: this alfo ,vas a duty, or fer- 
vice, arifing out of baronies and knights 
fees. 
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BOOK I.fees. It denoted firvitium fcutl
 the fer- 
vice of the íhìeld, and was rendered thus: 
-for every knight's fee, thé fervice of one 
knight; ánd 8S baronies were compofed of 
knights fees, they \Vere charged according 
to the number of fees, \vhereof each baro- 
ny, by its original enfeoffment, did con- 
fill. The fervice of fcutage was per- 
formed, either perfonally in the king's ar- 
my, or by pecuniary commutation, as we 
fa\v in the war of Touloufe; and as the 
latter mode of di[charging it became ufuaJ, 
the térm JèuttIge ìs often to be underfiood 
to mean that pecuniary commutation only, 
money in lieu of perfonal fervice. The 
furns aíf
{fed on each fee, and levied by 
the king's éOlnmiffioners, were likc\vife 
very variable. 
8. Tallage; which was a general duty 
levied on the royal demefne, fometimes 
called dOnZl112) fornetimes q/JiJà, and fomc- 
times hidage, or carltcage, that is, fo much 
for each hide or carue of land, holden by 
bafe or inferior tenure.-A hide of land fs 
ge
er3ny thought 0 have been as much as 
a fingte plough could till in a year, or as 
much as would be fufficient to maintain a 
gentleman's farnily for that time, and in 
this fenfe mufi have varied according to the 
nature of the foiL A knight's fee feems 
to have confined of two hides of land, or 
of t\VO hides and a half. 
9. Cujlonls: there, from the obvious im- 
port of the \vord, 
Tere duties paid by 
merchants 
... 
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merchants and traders, for their merchan- BOO
 I. 
difes imported or exported, and for com- 
modities conveyed along the Thames, and 
fome other rivers. But as the trade of the 
nation, excepting, perhaps, iq the article 
of wine, was not great, no large revenue 
'
las raifed from this quarter. 
I have flated the principal article
 of the 
royal revenue, which, though confidera- 
ble in their general amount, confiituted 
no fixed and flated income, much of it 
arifing from incidental and varying profits. 
But the mode of affeffment, as weB as the 
fums afieffed, were generaily vexatious to 
the vaífals, and the majefiy of the crO\\Tn 
\\raS often villified by the un\vorthy prac- 
tices, to \i\>hich it had recourfe, and the ex- 
tortions of its minifiers. Till the reign of 
Henry J. the rents from the dernefne lands 
were ufually paid in provifions, and other 
fupp!ies for the houfehold; but thefe af- 
terwards were COrDlTIuted into money, 
,",'hich were carried into the treafury..--="I 
v,"iíh to obferve that, \vhat I ha ve faid of 
the king and his immediate vaífals, in re- 
gard to his feudal po\vers, and many oftbe 
branches of revenue, mufi be appJifd to 
, the barons and t hei r vaffa Is, in a fcalc of 
co-ordin'lte fubordindtion. For they alfo 
had their tenants, \vho held of then1 by 
fubiofeudation, and V'lere therefore ent
- 
tled to efcheats, to reliefs, to war4Jhip, to 
fines and anzercz:lmfJ2ls.. to aid, to feu/age, 
and to tallage, though the ,yards theol- 
fel ves 



142 .HISTORY OF THE REIGN 
BOO!( J. fel ves are not, I believe, al ways applied 
to them. Nor \vere the barons lees 
arbitrary, or lefs rapacious, than their 
fupreme lord, by whöfe canciua: they 
feenJed ambitious to fquare their general 
deportment. 
Army. The tenures introduced by the Normans 
gave ftrength to the kingdom. For the 
nobility were foldiers, paid and maintained 
by the Jands they held; and their vaífaIs 
were again faldiers, fupported by a ÍÌrnilar 
arrangement. Thus, without the expenee, 
and the danger to liberty of a fianding 
a.rmy, forces f ufficient to guard the coun- 
try from invafion, and to ferve the cro\vn 
in foreign ,vars, were al\vays kept' up ; 
and the recourfe feemed as fixed and ex- 
l1aufilefs, as the lands on which they lived. 
Such a force alfo, compofed of men, whofe 
property in the realm, and whofe rank in 
life, naturally interefied in the beft \vel- 
fare of the country, ,vas adll1ira bIy, it 
jt íhould feenl, adapted to \vatch the de- 
figns of an ambitious monarch, and to op- 
pofe them: but then the fame tenures, 
which gave them this povver, too often 
likewife enabled them, turbulent and alTI- 
bitious as they ,vere, to difiurb the public 
peace, to throw off their allegiance, and, 
,vi thin the bounds of their o\vn domains, 
to exercife the tyranny they \vould not 
brook in their fovereign. 
When the occaÍÌon called for arms, the 
king fummoned his barons and tenants .in 
captte, 
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I (t1pi/e, holding knights fees, to be ready to BOOK I. 
do their fervice in his army, according to 
the number of their fees, and quantity of 
their tenure. The fumrnons ,vas direé1ed 
to the íheriffs of tbe counties, and the 
place of rendezvous named, at which, 'on 
a ftated day, they were to àppear with 
tht:ir arms and horfes. Each baron then, 
in like manner, fUffilTIOned his own mili- 
tary tenants; and they' \ìvaited on him in 
arms, ready to n1arch at his cOlnmand. 
Thus was the feudal army formed; but 
the period of fervice, at their own charges, 
,vas of forty days only, after \vhich they 
were at libe.rty to return home, or it be- 
came the duty of the king to maintain 
them. Thofe who did not obey the Cum- 
mons were amerced. But as fuch armies 
were ill calculated for Ion g wars, or for 
foreign fervice, the commutation often 
took place, which I mentioned under the 
name of feu/age, 
vherebj large [urns of 
money \vere raifed, and the prince \-vas 
enabled to purchafc a mercenary force, 
more fu bfervient to his \viII, and better 
praétifed in military difcipline. When the 
tenant in capite paid fcutage to the king) 
he was entitled to have fcutage from his 
own tenants, for. the military fees they 
held of him, and he might compel them 
by difirefs.-- The JpÙ itual narons, ,vbof
 
fees vrere charged \\
ith military fervicc t 
were not bound to pcrfonal duty. Thev 
fent foldiers in their fiead, or they fined 
to 
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BOOK I. to the king, that is, they paid a ícutage 
proportioned to their fees. But though 
exempted from the fervice of arIDS, as the 
canons of the church alfo ordained, and 
the decency of their profelIìon feemed to 
require, bi1hops, as we {h:1lJ fee, often ap- 
peared in the field, regardlefs of the pri- 
vilege which configned them to the in- 
glorious occupation
 of prayer and preach- 
ing. Ecclefiai1ics V\ 7 ho held lands infrank 
alnzoin, that is, under the obligation of 
praying for the foul of the granter or feof- 
fer, were free from every military duty. 
Under this tenure tl1e church held great 
poífeffions, to obviate the effeét of wbich, 
the fiatute of mortnzain \vas afterwards 
enaé1ed. 
Navy. The na7.!Y., at this time, was very incon- 
fiderable. During the reigns of the Saxon 
kings, while the nation was infefied by 
the northern corfairs, its nlaritime force is 
reprefented, on forne occaGons, to have 
been raifed to an unparalleled hc'ight. But 
we know \\.,ith what fuccefs the invaders 
repeated their attacks; to fufpend which, 
a compoíÏtion was entered into, which 
fubjeé1ed the nation to an infamous tri- 
bute. This trihu
e \yas rajfed by a hi- 
dage or land-tax, called dúnegeld. and 
\vhich, though originally intended for the 
purpofe, I have mentioned, continued to 
be levied, even after the conql1efl, when 
invafions threatened, and 
y fome moderns 
has been improperly coníÌdered as a fund 
for 
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for the perpetual fupport of the navy.-BOOK 1. 
I The ihips of war, of which ,,"e read, were 
: gallies, \vith one or t",.,.o tiers of oars, to 
! the prow of \vhich ,vas fixed a piece of 
, wood, called a fpur, defigned to flrike and 
I pierce the {hips of the enemy.- The cinque 
, ports, by their tenures, and forne other ma- 
I ritime towns, \vere the principal fupport 
of the navy, unIefs on alarming occaíìons, 
vlhen danegeld ,vas levied. But the whole 
fubjeét is very obfcurely treated by the hif- - 
torians of the age. During the reign of 
Henry, vvho ,",.as mafier of almoft all the 
I French coafi, and when no in vafion was 
apprehended, lit,tlc attention feerns to have 
been given to naval concerns. We filall 
behold his fan, in the pride of chivalry, 
failing to the eafi, at the head of a puiífant 
armament. 
In times antecedent to the conquefi, va- Laws. 
rious compilations had been made of the 
Engliíh laws; but that of the Conf('ifor, as 
it '
as the laft, and probably the moil com- 
I prehenfÌ\1e, acquired the "'greatefi reputa- 
, tion. v\lhat there laws \yere, has never 
been fpecifically afeertaincd: becau[e, 
s 
it fecms generally admitted, many of them 
lnight rather be denominated CZiflOt'lS, than 
legal fiatutes, and, as [ueh, would be n10re 
liable to change. That there \yas an un- 
written Ja\v, received under the name of 
, cuftorns, is plain fronl the tranfattions of 
Cìarendon; and to th
m the lapfe of years 
and the charters of kings, \vould give a more 
VOL. I. L !Jfiing 
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BOOK l.lafiing {lability. Whatever were the laws, 
. either colletled or enaéted by the confe{for, 
common, pèllal, or 7nixed, under the genera 1 
denomination of cuflolns, them the con- 
queror received and confirmed to the na- 
tion by a fiatute, \vith fuch additions as he 
dcclned beneficial. The faille code was 
confÌrrned by the fucceding charters of 
Henry I. Stephen, and, as has been menti- 
oned, of the prefent king. On this fubjeé1: 
1110re \vill be faid hereafter. The common 
law of the land, therefore, \vas that of their 
Saxon ancefiors, \vith forne additions and 
amendnlents, as the flate of things might 
require; and it is remarkab]e that the Nor- 
man fettlers, '\ivith an uncommon predilec- 
tion, foon become attached to itll So well 
did its fpirit con1port with liberty and the 
general rights of men! 
Degrees The degrees of nobility have been fuc- 
of nobi- . I . d 1 1 . h 
lity. clntt y mentlone : I II Ear s '\v liC ,vas an 
hereditary honour, originally conferred by 
the king, and limited as to nUlnber by that 
of the counties, in \yhich they held an 
official fuperintendence. .Sometimes, by 
marriage or the courfe of defcent, more 

 
tl1an one earldom united in the fame per- 
fon, rendering him, if faBious', a vaffal 
dangerous to the throne, and to the peace 
of the nation. Some earldoms, by original 
grants, \vt're more povv
erful than others, 
as that of Chefier, \vhich poffeffed, within 
its limits, almofi a regal jurifdiBion. To 
every earldom was annexed a baroJ?}, 
,vhercby 
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\vhereby thcir feudal fervice, \vith its fe-BOOK I. 
veral dependent duties, "vas alone a[cer- 
tained; that is, the tenure of baronv, and 
not of earldom, confiituted the leg-ai v?ífal 
of the cro\vn. Each ead, was, at the fame 
time, a baron; as were the bilhops, and 
forne abbots, and priors of orders.-2. Ba- 
Irons: They \vere originally created by 
feoffment, the honour being properly ter- 
ritorial, and defcending to male or female 
iíf
e in a regular fucceHìon, according to 
the rig!1t of primogeniturell Baronies ,vere 
annexed to certain lands, and thefe were 
compo1ed of knights fees, charged \yith 
perranal fervice and other burthens, a:!ree- 

 - ably to the number of the fees; for 
7hat- 
ev
r it was, either extent or value of the 
land, which determined this number, \ve 
find that the baronies \vere very unequalIy 
divided. Each fee, as I have obferved, 'jIf:as 
chargeà \vith the fervice of one kn 1 ght. 
We read of baronies ,vhich cf'nfifted of 
three, ten, or t\yenty fees, and of otherr'J 
as that of the honour of Glouccfier, in tbe 
reign of king John, which confined of thrt e 
hundred and t\\>enty-fevcn. More than 
one barony tnight be vefied in the fa111e 
perfon.-Befides the ITlilitary îervice, to 
\vhich every baron was ohlized, in '" irtue 
of his fief, he ,vas alfo boupd to attend the 
king in his Cupreine cOl:rt, to ailifi in his 
judgnlents, and to give him faithful COl1U- 
1èl, in the concerns of fiat
 and in the ju- 
dicial proceedings \vith his peers. To \\"hat 
L 2 contributioQS
 



14 8 HISTORY OF 'fIlE REI GN 
EOOK I. contributions, as a tenant in chief of the 
cro
"n, he was liable, has been related.- 
Some nobles held their lands of the cro\vn 
by gralld-fel:Jeanty, ,,'hich \vas not always a 
military fervice, \\
hereby they were bound 
to carry the king's banner, or lance, to bear 
his f\rvord at the coronation, or to be his 
fevver, his carver, or his butler. This vias 
deemed the higheft and moil: illuftrious 
feudal fervice, anà the tenure, confequently, 
'ì\
as mafi honour
blell So exalted, in the 
fpirit of the confiitution, \vas the idea en- 
tertained of royalty! 
But there "vas an honorary dignity, which, 
in thofe days, could give a new lui1re even 
to the cro"vn: I mean, the order of knight- 
hood, not now a novel infiitution, and 
,vhich, in its origin and objet1, partook of 
the religious and military charaéter. The 
ceremony of initiation, in various coun- 
tries, ,vas very filnil
r; the effential part 
of which feerned to confifi, in girding the 
I<
night \vith .his f 
7ord, in putting on his 
feet a pair of gilt fpurs, and in !triking him 
gently \vi!.h his [\ivord on the neck or 
1hou1ders, \vhilfi the IninfireI$
 \vith their 
fongs and mUllc, graced the folcrn.nity. At 
firfi, none but kings and princ
s) and men 
of tried valour and approved virtue, were 
admitterl to the honour: but âS every knight 
had a po,:ver to make other knights, the 
nurr:ber foon incrcdfed, and the merits of 
the candidates ,,-ere leis fcrupuJouí1y re- 
garded. 
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garded. Their occupations, independentlyBOOK J. 
of the romantic engagements they entered 
into, vV'ere excellently adapted to give 
energy to the principle of honour, and to 
teach the duties of war: even the amufe- 
ments of chivalry, in tilts and tournaments, 
\vere a perpetual difcipline and [chool of 
, prowefs.-According to the number of fees 
which compofed his barony, each noble- 
man, as has been [aid, '
as bound to fur- 
niíh his quota of knights; but frOftI often- 
tation, or when his income allo\ved it, he 
retained many more in his fervice, as \vas 
related of Becket, in the \var of Touloufe. 
They vvere his companions in ,var, at the 
chace, and in the fefii ve hours of dornefijc 
anlu[ementsll The knights were attended 
byejquires, who \vere thenl[elves candidates 
for, and were generally promoted, to the 
dignity of Knighthood. It íhould, how- 
ever, be noticed, that the ranl
 of knight- 
hood was that of gentry, and not of nobi- 
]ity. In Latin they \vere called 7J2ilit-es.- 
I mufi alfo obferve that, as there \vere 
many knights-fees, that js, lands or tene- 
ments charged with military [ervice, which 
were not ann__exed to baronies, they might 
be poffeffed by the knights tbem[eJves, or 
by other inferior tenants, who, in their 
I own. perfons, were bound to difcharge the 
I fervlce. 
I After the nobility and knights, came this 
I order of men, who, as holding of the 
cro\vn 
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EOOK 1. cro\vn by the honourable fervÎce of- arms, 
''''ere tnt'll.felvês deemed honourable. They 
for fLed the loV\-er rank of gentry; but, not 
many years afterwards, they Vv
ere com- 
pellcd, under pain of forfeiting their fees, 
to be girt VJith the f\vord of knighthood. 
- - 0 the fatTIC rank, in a lo
\\
er degree, 
feern alfo to have betcn "cd the other te- 
nants of the cro\Yn, that is, fueh as held 
Jar'ds by fècCilR"C. or petit Jer:;eanty, and t!:e 
jnhabitc
nts of cities, and boroughs, 2nd 
caHh:
, \,'ho held of the king, uDder cer- 
tain fi pulatcd Cervices or fents.- The te- 
. nure in "fbccage, in propriety of exprcffion, 
cnrJìpn hended them all; for it has beea 
defined, " tndt every tf'nl1re, ,yhieh is not 
" a tenure in chivalry, is a tenure in foc- 
"('
ge.'
 What the ,yord foe or ,,(occage 
J ro:)
rly 111eant, has not been clearly af- 
Ct'ita ined; but if it be nndcrfioC'd in COD- 
trlditlÌon to 1l}1ï
'lalY or k17ig!
t's fir
ice, aU 
ambi
uity \viìl be fuflicicntly rem
)ved, and 
the "-Thole property of the natjon ,^.ill be 
conccived 
s divided into knigt
ts fees and 
:L()ccage tenurC3. S1CJJ1ell are [O[Betilnes 
fiiied f eelzolders., (libere tencntes,) not 
s if 
tl
ey held their lands free frt"nl :111 charge 
of rent or fer vice, (h)r, at th
s tinle, there 
feenl to have been no fuch teliule5,) but 
in the fenfe jnft 11lentioned, as not bound 
to rniljt
ry fervicc. 
110 this order of men, in a regut1rJy dcf- 
cending fcale, fucceeded the various denp- 
'-" 
mination of lu!J
'aJfals, who, in all 
hings, 
,\
ere 


. 
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I \vere the exaé1 counterpart of the tenants inBÒOK 1. 
chief ofthecrown. To fay nlore on the fub""! 
jeét would be fuperfluous. A baron on his 
donlain, in the difiribution of his property, 
in the order of his retainers and tenants, and 
in the exaétion of rents, fervices, and dues, 
\vas the fovereign in miniature. 
After thefe came a race of men, \vho, 
placed on the footing of domefiic an inJals, 
poffeífed no better privileges than they. 
They were of t\VO forts; fuch as, having 
nothing they nlight call their o\vn, termed 
villeins in groft, vvere ilnmediately bound 
I to the perron of their lord, and his heirs, 
, for \vhom they \vorked, and by V\
hom they 
"vcre maintained: the others, caHed villeins 
I regardant to a 7Jla120r, to \yhich they \yere 
annexed, rented frnall portions of land, at 
the. will of their lord, for \vhich they tiJIed 
h is foil, and performed all other predial 
\vorks. Fronl their inability to quit their 
itation arore the peculiar hardtbip of their 
[ervitude.- There bondnlen \vere, doubt- 
lefs, of Saxon origin; having defcended, 
with their lands, to the prefen t po{fe{fors. 
But it was forne mitigation of their fiate, 
that their lives and limbs "'
ere under the 
protEtlion of the king, (for a lord that 
killed his íla ve, was as liable to be pu- 
nilhed, as if he had killed a freeman,) and 
the few goods they po{fe{fed \verc fecured 
from all hands, but thofe of their Inafl:ers. 
-Every lord might infranchife his ílave; 
and the laws and policy of the Normans 
\yere peculiarly favourable to it. One of 
the 
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BOOK I.. the Ia \Vs of the conqueror enaéJs: " If any 
" one is \villing to free his flave, let him 
" deliver him by his fight hand to the fhe- 
" ri
 in the full county court, and pro- 
" claim him difcharged by manumiffion, 
" from the yoke of his fervitude: and let 
" him 1he\:v him the doors open and his 
" way free, and put into his hands the 
" arms of a freeman, namely, a lance and 
" a f word: Vl hich being done, he is made 
" a freelnen." Alfo if a villein, who had 
fled froln his lord, remained unclaimed, for 
a year and a day, on the king's demefne 
lands, he gained his freedom ; or, for the 
Lime time, in any privileged, that is, char- 
tered, to\<vn, and had been received into 
their community, as a citizen.- Thus, as 
!he prat1ice of infranchifements grew more 
frequent, the ignominious ftate gradually 
expired: thofe who held in villenage be- 
came copy holders, and the domefiic and 
predial :Oaves were made free fervants and 
labourers. The fun of liberty 1hone equalJy 
. on a] 1 *. 
The progre fiive delineation of events, 
35 it will receive light from the {nort !ketch 
I have exhibited, of the Anglo-Norm
n 
governnlent and polity, fo will it ferve to 
illufirate 


· 1\.1adox Hift. of Exch. Tindall on Rapin. Hume's Hilt. 
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illufirate what, perhaps, may fiill appearBOOl( I. 
too imperfeél: and obfcure in the defcrip- 
I tion. Other matters will alfo arife to ex- 
I tend the view, to give harmony to the parts, 
I and to complete the general plane 
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KING HENRY THE SECOND, 


'\Vith the EVENTS of tbe Period II 


BOO K II. 


The prlil1ate efcapes into Flanders.-Henry 
finds eJnbajfadors to France..-They appear 
befòre Alexander.-Becket goes to Sens, and 
opens his defehce.-..Henry's ReveJ1ge.-A 
conference prOJ"efled.-Alexandel' returns 
to Rome.-/-lenry Jìifþe8ed oj inclining to 
the antipope, is cleared by Foliot.-War 
with the We!Jh.-The bijhop of Lifieux 
'lvrites to Becket.-Heretics punÿlzed.- 
Becket appointed legate, writes to the king. 
-Henry goes to France.-Appeals to 
R 01J1e. 



HIS'fORY OF THE REIGN, &c. IS5 
Rome.-The prilnate pronounces his cen- 
jùres.-The EllgliJh bifhops appeal, and 
addrefs the prililate.-lfe anfwers.- 
... rites a!fo to Foliol.-Is drivè1Z fro111- 
Pontigl!y.-Jchn of Oxford's e1nbaffi.- 
Affairs of Italy and R0111e.-Legates ar- 
rive in P/
ance.-Confirences of Gifors 
and Argentan.-Hofltlities in France and 
Flanders.-Deat/z of Afatilda.-Frederic 

(capes fronz L'JJnbardy.-En2baJIy front 
ConjlantiJlople to Alexander.-Commo/ioJls 
in France, r:.t,hich end in a general peace.- 
l-lenry and tIle prilJlate nlee/.-Singular be- 
haviour of [louis, and Henry's fiars.
. 
NuncioJ" arri:'e from R01nell-Vario'lls 
f"'iutlefs cOJljèrences.-Severe ediEl of the 
killg.-1Ve'lv conz7ïz{flioners appcinted.- 
Prince Henry crowned.-Henry and the 
'prÙnate (Ire reconciled.-Difficulties are 
raifed.-The prinzate returns to England. 
-Is q!fojJinated.-I-Jis charaéler. 


'V.HETHER from fe3r, ,vhÍch derangesBooI\:IJ. 
every fettled purpofe, or from indetermi- - 6 
nation, or fronl a hope that the purfuit of II 4. 
his c
crnies ll1ight be thus eluded, Becket,Thepri- 
on leaving the vyalls of Northam p ton , took mate 
r- t 
.. '- 1 capes In (') 
hIS Journey nor
n\'-ardll It \i'
:ould be eX-Flanders. 
peéted, that he vvould rnake [\)r the coaft 
;,earefi to the French ího'r
.. On the fe- 
cond day he arrived a
 Lincoln, a diftance 
of more than fifty miles, \ì\-hence going to 
a 1 ermitage in the [(,!1S, he refted three 
days. 
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EOOKII.days. The retirement of the place gave 
him c0nfidence; and here he P lanned his 
J 1 6+. 
new ro
]te, changed his drefs to that of a 
con1mCIl monk, and was called brother 
Chrifiial111 In this difguife, turning to the 
fauth-eafi, they again fet forward, travel- 
ling only by night, through unfrequented 
paths, and, during the day, repofing in the 
cells of the neighbouring convents. They 
came to Efiray in Kent, a manor belong- 
ing to the priory of Canterbury, and not 

1r from that city. For eight days he here 
renlained, unknovvn to all but one prieiÌ, 
while Herbert de Bofeham, the companion 
of bi
 flight, and his hiftorian, \vas engaged 
in providing a flnall boat at Sandwichll In 
this boat they embarked, and about the 
clore of the evening of the fanle day, 
landed not far from Gravelines in Flanders. 
It "vas the beginning of November, and 
about the fifteenth day fince his flight frOITI 
Northampton. They were four in com- 
pany 
. 
Though the difiance from Gravelines 
\vas not nlore tban a league, yet the mirey 
rdad, for they ,vere forced to travel 011 
foot, added to the fatigue of the pa{fage, 
foon exhaufted all the primate's firength. 
It blew a floral of ,;vind and rain. Cold 
and \vet ,as it ,.vas, he laid hirnfelf do\vn 
on the ground: " I can go no further," 
1ãid he: H get me fome affifiancc." They 
procured 


· Vita S. Tho. I. ii. c. 2, 3. 
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/procured a horfe, and he entered Grave_ BOOK H. 
:lines. At fupper, though he fat in the 116 4. 
1 1o \veft place, it was obCerved that their 
,landlord eyed him \vith uncommon curÍo- 
:fity. His air and dignified manner, and 
:the general cafi of his countenance and 
!perfon, raifed him above the level of or- 
'dinary men; and fame, befides, had al- 
:ready divulged it in the country, that the 
archbiíhop of Canterbury \vas flying from 
,the perfecution of his enemies. The good 
:111an communicated his fnfpicions to his 
I\vife, and they began to treat him \YÎth a 
:refpeét, that gave him little pleafurell 
ITheir befi fruit, and the greatefi delica- 
I cies , they brought out, and placed them 
: before brother Chrifiian. "Sit do\vn by 
:" me," [aid the prelate to his landlord, 
Ihoping by the familiar offer to quiet his 
'furmifes. He fell at his feet: " I thank 
, 
:" God," [aid he, " that your lordíbip has 
" deigned to honour my humble roof." 
" For whom then do you take me?" re- 
IpJied Becket: "do you not fee that 1 
" am a poor monk, called Chrifiian?" 
" Take ,vhat name you will," fubjoined 
the haft, "I kno
7 you are a great man, 
" and I believe the archbi!hop of Cantcr- 
," bury." To di{[emble any longer might 
be dangerous: he therefore frankly o\:v-ncd 
l\"ho he was, trufiing, by the confidential 
i ayo\val, to fecurc his fidclity. The next 
I day 
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BOOK II. day t11ey departed, and the hoil: was thefr 
g uide * II 
1[64' . 
The reader may willi to know \ivhat 
alarmed Becket, landed as he \yas on ano- 
ther fhore.-::-Phili p earl of I
landers, and 
IVlatthe
r, his brother, earl of Boulogne, 
befides being nearly related to Henry by 
their mother Sibilla of An jou, had many 
obligations to him. To the firil he had 
been guardian, during the abfence of his 
father on a pilgri!nage into Afia; and for 
the other he had procured a \\Tife, Mary, 
the only furviving child of king Stephen, 
and \vith her the rich earldoiD of Bou- 
logne. Mary had been a nun, and even 
abbefs of Rumfcy in Hampíllire. Becket, 
at that time chancellor, oppofed the un- 
canonical meafure; but the lady confent- 
jog, {he was ftolen from her convent, and 
conveyed out of England, with the ap- 
probation of the king. For thefe reafons, 
the primate could not rely on the protec- 
tion of the earls; nor did he kno\v but 
already they might ha ve been a pprifed of 
his flight. 
After another fatiguing journey, on 
foot, they arri \7ed at CIa i rma ra is, a con- 
vent near to St. Orner's. I-Ierc tbev \yere 
informed, that enl bafi.àdors from tlie king 
of England, had j uit entered the ",-aIls. 
The prin1ate, therefore, infiantly \vith- 
dre\v to a neighbouring hermitage, le
v- 
ing 


· Vita S. Tho. 1. ii. c. 3, f, 
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iog two of his companions to watch their BOoK II. 
motions II The next day, the embaífadors 1164-. 
proceeded on their journey, and Becket, 
being infornled that there was nothing to 
fear, came out from his retirement, and 
was received, with every tefiimony of re- 
fpea, into the abbey of St. Bertin, within 
, the gatei of the city *. 
As foon as it had been known atHenrv 
Northampton, that the prilnate had fe-{j b en
s d ' em- 
f! h I k I ana ors 
cretl y ed, Henry, m uc a armed, too t le to France. 
advice of his council. They did not doubt 
but he would go over into France; and 
it ,-,vas re[olved to fend minifiers, to Louis 
and to the pope, V\ 7 ho fhould acctlfe the 
archbiíhop, and attempt to procure his 
depofition. A fplendid embaffy of pre- 
lates, clergy, and noblemen, was ordered 
infiantly to depart; and a proclamation 
V\ 7 as iírued, forbidding the fervants of the 
archbiíhop to be maleHed, or his effetts to 
be touched. Charged \ivith the important 
commiffion,and loaded \vith preCents, \vhich 
they were commanded to difperfe freely in 
the papal court, the embaífadors \vere on 
, the fea the fame night as Becket, and on 
the fame evening v;ere on the road of St. 
Omer's.- They \vent firfi to the king, 
I \vllo was at Compiegne, and pre[ented the 
letters th
y had brought fronl their maf- 
terll The letters fiated, "that Thomas, 
, " lotc archbifhop of Canterbury, ha v i ng 
" fled 


* Vita S. Tho. 1. ii. c. 5, 6. Ger\". an. 116-l. 
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EOOK II. " fled from England like a traitor, his 
J 16 4. " majefiy "vas requefied not to admit him 
" into his territories." "Late archbijhop /" 
faid the king, interrupting the reader; 
" and who then has depofed him r-I, 
" fllrely, am a king as \vell as my brother 
" of England; yet I have not authority 
" to depofe the lo\vefi clerk in my domi- 
"nions. I knew this ThoJJzas, v\Then he 
" \vas chancellor to your king, \vhom he 
" ferved long and faithfully; and this 
" now is his recompenfe, that, \vhen he 
"drives him from England, he !hall 
" not be admitted into Francell" The 
embaífadors hereon requefied that he 
would, at Ieafi, admonilh his holinefs not 
to give credit to the fuggefiions of Becket, 
againft their mailer. To this Louis \vould 
not engage hinlfelf: they, therefore, left 
Compiegne, and repaired to Alexander at 
Sen s * II 
The day after, came to Compiegne, 
Herbert de Bofeham and his cOll1panion, 
who, Hep by fiep, had follo\ved the royal 
embaffy. "Are you of the primate's 
" family?" [aid the king, as they \vere 
admitted to his prefence. " We are :" 
they replied. Louis embraced them; and 
they began their flory, recounting the ad- 
ventures of their jour
ley, and what their 
Inafier had fuffered. The monarch lifien- 
cd \'vith att
ntîon, and ha ving take? 
he 
opInion 
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opinion of his council, he difmifIed them, B OOK II. 
\"ith 
{[urances. to the arch
iíhop, that he - 1 16 4- 
1 '11ad hIS proteéhon, and ITug,ht rely on a 
I fecure afylum near to his throne. They 
hafiened to Sens. Here ,,,ere the king's 
embaffadors; and their arri val brought 

 no \velcome ne\ys to the court of AÌéx- 
I auder. The cardinals \ycre a
.are ho\v 
nl11ch it ,vas their interefi, not to irritate 
fo po\verful and fo rich a prince as Henry; 
and they fa\\' the difficulties in \vhich, by 
, {he\ying fa vour to the primate, they íhould 
I foon be involved. Befides, to all of them, 
at leaft, his canfe did not feem to be 
I the caufe of God and their church. 
. Already, perha ps, [orne. part of the rich 
gifts, \v hich the. em baffadors bore, had 
I been difplayed before them. But Alex- 
I ander, a prelate of great firmnefs, and 
, vvhofc general condutt, through this try- 
ing controver[y, \vill merit praife, ad- 
, mitted the primate's friends to a private 
audience, and treated them \vith refpeét *. 
I Yet never had the Roman biíhop flood in 
a fituation, ,vhieh demanded the exertion of 
grea tcr policy, grea ter refal u tion, and great- 
er forbeara,nce. By fupporting Becket, he 
\yould expofc himfelf, 3S things then \yere 
circu mfianced, to the 10fs of th; p:lpal chair; 
I and in defertin g his ca u fe, he 'YOU ld facri- 
fìcc, '\vhat ,ycre deemed, the immunities 
and facred rights of the uni\Terfal church. 
The next day, a confifiory \vas called, Thcy ap.. 
at \vhich the cardin31s affifled , . and thefcar A b l e- 
lore ex.. 
VOL. I. M en1ba{[ïdorSander. 
.. \ 
. B 
1ta c. ;"; . 
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BOOI{I1. cmbafI:ïdors came to audience. They 
were the archbiíhop of York, the bifho p s 
1 164. 
of London, of Worcefier, of Exeter, and 
of Ch:chefier, \vilh three of the king's 
chaplains, and the earl of Arundel, with 
three attendant barons, and a numerous 
retinue. Gilbert of London then addre[- 
fed his holinefs. 
" It is you, holy father, ,vhom the care 
" of the catholic church regards, that they 
" who aé1 \yi[ely may find proteBion, 
" and the un\\'ife be puniíhed. He can 
" have no claim to your approbation, 
" who, confident in himfelf, aims to dif- 
" turb the concord of his brethren, the 
" peace of the church, and our monarch's 
"piety. Lately, on a trivial occaGon, a 
" diífention arofe bet\veen the king and 
"the priefihood, ",
hich by moderate 
" means, might have been eafily extin- 
"guiíhed. But nlY lord of (
anterbury, 
" following his own counfe], and not 
" ours, proceeded too eagerly, not con- 
" fidering the malice of the times, and 
" what n1ifchief his violence might canfe. 
" For himfe]f and us he \yove a [nare; 
" and had our confent gone with hinl, the 
" evil had been greater. But becaufe \ve 
" \,
ould not. concur with his defigns, he 
" has foup"ht to turn the b]ame of his 
o 
" raíhnefs upon us, upon the king, and 
" upon the kingdom. Even, to increafe 
" the odi u m, \y hen no violence, \vas offer- 
" ed, or threats made, he fled, according 
" as 
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" as it is written, the 
vicked J1èe 'lv/zen no BOOK II. 
" 712al2 Þ ur/lie/h." (C Brother," exclaimed 
J" I 164. 
the pope, " forbear." " My lord, I \yj II," 
replied Gilbert. "I mean not on his ac- 
" count," [ubjoined his holi nefs, "but 
, " on your own." The biíhop \vas abaíhed, 
and could proceed no farther. 
"rhe vain Hdarv of Chichefier then 
J 
rofe, and urging the fa me charge againfi 
I the prilnate, unfortunately, in tl
e v\-aro1th 
of his inveélive, nfed a v\
rongconjugation. 
" A man of his dignity," faid he, '" ought 
" (oportuebat) to ha ve beha veò other\vife." 
The aírembly laughed, and Hilary \vas re- 
duced to filence. 
The archbiíhop of York, obferving ho\y 
ill his brethren had [ucceeded, [poke \\'ith 
lllore difcretion. "To no one, holy fa- 
t "ther, are the rnanners and icclin
 tÏoes 
i "of the primate of Canterbury better 
, "kno\vn, than to 111e.. Such h.1s ever 
I "been his difpofition, that the retoIntion 
" he has once adopted, he ,viII not eafìly 
, "relinqui!b. Wh
refore it may be bc- 
" lie\
ed, that he has too ìightly engaged 
I "in this obfiinate conteH, fronl \Vl1ich no 
" other !11ea os, in 111V opi nian, C3 n rc- 
, "cIJlnl hin), than the \
7ejghty interference 
" of your [acred authoritv." 
" There is no need 
f ma n y \yords," 
obferved tbe biiliop of Exeter: "I'he 
" caure cannot be determined in the ab- 
,.. fence of the pri111ate: \ve therefore at1, 
1\1 2 " for 
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EOOKJI. '.' for legates, \yho may judge and decide 
" bct\veen him and our lord the kin g ." 
J J64 
The earl of Arundel, [urrounded by his 
knights, 1tood in the confifiory, and \1vhen 
the biíhops had concluded, he deÍÌred to be 
heard. Silence "vas ordered. He came 
forward, and in the Englií11 language 
fpoke thus :-" lYly lord, \ve illiterate lay- 
" men are utterly ignorant of \;vhat the 
" biíhops ha ve j uft [aid; '\tvhcrefore, as 
" well as Yve can, we mufi ourièl yes de- 
" clare \vhat our comlniíIìon is. We come 
" not here to difpute, or to caft reproaches 
" on any lnan, particulady in the prefence 
" of fa great a perfonage, to \:vhofe nod 
" a nd authority the whole 'ivorJd.. as in 
" duty, bo\vs the head. Bu t V\.
e come, 
" as is manifeft, to lay before you and the 
" Roman court, the devotion and love, 
" \:vhich our lord the king has ever borne, 
" and fiill bears to you. And ""ho are ,ve? 
" The greateft and mofi noble '1\ T hom all 
(( his dorninions could fupp]y, archbiíhops, 
"biíhops, earls, and barons. Greater 
" than thefe he had not, or he v\'"ould have 
" fent them, to atteO: his reverence to you 
-." and to your church. To this vve add, 
" the fideÍity and refpet1 of our royal rnaf- 
" ter, 'iVhich yourîelf, in your exaltation 
c, to the pontificate, firfi experienced, 
" \yhen to vour "vill he fubmitted himfelf, 
" his fubjeðs, and all his pofi.èffionslI Nor 
" is there, \ye believe, in the ChriHian 
" vvorld, 
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" \vorld, a prince more religious or dC-BOOK. II. 
" vout than he, or vvho more deíÌres, bV 
:" gentle means, to maintain the -blci1ìngs 116 4' 
,,, of concord. And my lord of Canter- 
I (( bury alfo, in his o\\-n degree and order, 
" is as \vell infl:ruéted, and in the con- 
I" cerns of his charge is as di[creet and 
" prudent; though, 
as forne ha ve thought
 
I" he may be fometimes too keen and con- 
"tentio
s. Were it not for tbe preîent 
" difference, the church and i1atc \vould 
" be mutually happy in peace aDd con- 
" cord, under fo great a prince, and [0 
I" excellent a pafior. It is therefore our 
" earnell requefi, that you \vould apply 
," your gracious endeavours to remove this 
" difference, and to gi ve us back peace 
;" and friendibi p." 
I The addrefs, ",'hich [poke the good 
, fenfe, the conciliating di[poíìtion, and the 
courtly charað:er of the noble earl, \vas 
,received with general applaufe. .fJ.rexan- 
cler replied.-" l\IIy fon; the manifold aDd 
: (( great favours ,\
hich the king of Eng- 
" land has conferred on me, I \ycll k no\\", 
I " and they are fiaæped on IllY mernory. 
" To make a due return for there is nl'
 ar- 
I " dent \,"il}), a nd I \vill do it on every õ:ca- 
I (( fioo, as far as íh'111 be confifle
t \YÍth 
I " n1Y duties to God. But you h3. ve aíked 
" for legates, and you Ïn:tll ha ve them." 
' I For legates they h3.d indeed aí1
ed, but in- 
tending that thcy íhould he fent i l1to Eng- 
land, 'Y
1itber the primate 
1fo fl18uld re- 
turn, 
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BOOKIJ turn, and be therejudged. The biíhop of 
London therefore, ha vin g kifièd the P an- 
I 164. 
tifi'b foot, requefied to know, with what 
povrers the ]egates \vQuld be fent? " With 
" proper pO'iVel s," anf\vercd Alexander. 
" Yes;" obíèrved the biíhop, "but v
7e 
" beg they may decide the ca ufe withou
 
(, appeal." "That," faid the pope, " is 
cc [ny g1ory, \vh
ch I \viII not gi ve to ano- 
"t}:
r. And certainly, when the prilnate 
" is judged, it 1hall be by au rfel ves. R ea- 
" fon does not allo\v that we remand him 
" into England, there to be judged by his 
" ad verfaries 
moDg his enenl ies " He then 
propofed, that they hlould wait for the arri- 
val of the archbiíhop, \vho would [oon be 
3t Sense This they refufed to do, alleging, 
that their mafi
r hnd fixed a day for their 
return. The cmbafTadors v
7ered ifconcerted, 
and dropt fome \vords about the [chifm, and 
the intercfi of the antipope; the caràinals 
"vere alarn1cd, and propofcd more lenient 
meafures; but Alexander remained inflex- 
ible. Thev retired therefor
, without the 
pontífl""s bI
ffing, and departed for Eng- 
land *. 
1
hc P rimate havin b (y fiaid, fOlllC davs, 
Becket J 
goes to at the abbey of St. Bcrtin, "vas advifed to 
Sens, an.d go to Soi{fi)l1s. I-Iere he was vifitcd by the 
C1pens his F 1 1\ If h h . r d 1 . h .' 
defence. renCll IVlonarc , W 0 prom11C lJill IS 
proteétion, 3nd offered him the free ufe of 
the royal treaf'ury. The prelate tbanked 
hjm
 



 
T' G D . 
\' It. c, 9. erv. leet. an. 1 I C4. 



o F I{ I N G HEN R Y II. 


167 


him, but refufed, at this time, his graci- BOOK II. 
ous offer. He proceeded to Sense The 116 4" 
cardinals recei ved him coolly; but .l\lexan- 
cler admitted him to his prefence, fympa- 
I thi[
d with all his feelings, and appointed 
a folemn audience for the next day. The 
i i next day the whole court aífelnbÍcd, and 
the primate thus opened his defencell- 
" Though I pretend to no lùprriority of 
" underfianding; yet, [urely, I anl not fa 
" weak, 3S, without caufe, to have quit- 
" ted England and its king. Had I been 
" difpofed to gratify his \\-Ill in all things, 
" my commands through his realm would 
" have been cheerfully obeyed. VJhilfi, 
I " in that manner, I did ferve him, in wha t 
" did not fuccefs cro\vn all my ,viíhes ? 
" But \vhen ! adopted another conduét, 
" miodful of my profeffion and of the 
" duties I o\ved to God, then bega n ta 
" cool the affe<2ion he had ever íhc\vn mell 
" Still, even now, ,vere I ,,"illing to re- 
" cede from my purpofe, I íbould 
ant no 
" mediator to plead Iny caufe. The 
" church of Canterbury was once .deemed 
,( the ,^refiern fun; but its brightnefs is 
" no\v obfcured. Rather therefore I \vould 
" fl1ff"tr any torment and many deaths, 
" than by diífembling, countenance the 
" eviJs to vvhich, in thefe days, íhe is ex- 
" pofed. Left you í110uld i m.agi ne, I have 
" \yanton]y, and. from vain ofientation, 
" engaged in this contefi, yourfelves thall 
" judge." So ('-tying, he produced the 
çopy 
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BOOK II. copy of the cujlonzs he had received at Cla- 
... rendon." Behold," continued he, ",vhat 
116+. " the king of England has enaaed againft 
" the liberty of the church! Y ourfelves 
" \vill telllne, whether with a fafe coo- 
" fcience, thefe la,"'s may be tolerated * !" 
The confiitutions were read: ,vhen 
even they, ,vho till no\v had oppofcd the 
archbiíl10PJ loudly praifed his conduB; 
and the court came to an llnanimous refo- 
lution, That, in the perJòll .0/ the prilllate, 
the uni'L'erJâ! church jhould be fùccoured. 
Alexander more than once peru fed the ita- 
tutes: then turning, \yith great en
otion, 
to Becket, he feverely reprinlanded him 
for having fo \veakly promi[ed to obey 
themll He added: "Though amongfi 
" thefe cufiorns, which you have heard, 
" there be none good, yet fome there 
" are which the church may tolerate. The 
" others have been condemned bv ancient 
" councils, and are contrary to "'the holy 
" canons." -The court proceeded' feve- 
rally to exanline the articles, noting ,yhat 
they condelnned, and \vhat they tolerated
 
The latter are but fix: the 2, 6, I I, I 3, 
14, 16, as before fiated.- Then add.reiiìng 
the primate, Alexander faid: " Yon 
" weakly fell, indeed, but you rofe again; 
" ha ve fi nee f uffered in uch; a nd before 
" you left England, applied to me for the 
" pardon of your tranfgreßìon. Your re- 
" penta nee 
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" pcntance and the facrifices you have BOOKIIII 
" l1ladc, merit indulgence." 116 4' 
On the following day, as the pope and 
cardinals \vere in a more pri"late room, the 
archbiíhop entered, and thus accofied him. 
" My fathers and lords: It is no where 
" lawful to fpeak untruly, mu
h lees in 
" the prefence of God and YODII VV"here- 
" fore I confefs it freely, but \vith tears, 
"that it is Iny o\vn guilt \vhich has 
, '" brought thefe troubles on the Engliîn 
I "church. I afcended into the fold of 
" Chrií1, not by the door, for it ,vas not 
" a canonical 
leétion \vhich called me, 
" but the terror of fecular po\ver vvhich 
" forced Ole in. Un \,.illingly, it is true, 
,; 1 accepted the ch:lrge, yet it \vas the 
" \yill of man, and not of God, ,,,hich in- 
" duced Ine. What 'i\"onder then, if I 
H have fucceeded fo ill. Hotvever, as mv 
" brethren urged me, had I [urrendered 
" my fee, \vhen the king threatened, hovJ' 
" pernicious an exanl pIe íhould I ha ve left 
" to the church. I deferred it to the pre- 
" fent hOUfll And no\v, making the ac- 
" h:nowledgment you ha \Te heard, and 
" fearing for the event; fenfible, like- 
" wife
 no\v unequal my fircngth is to 
" the burthen, left the flock, by 111Y means, 
" íboulj peri!h, \vhich it is In)' duty to 
" feed, into your hands, holy father, I 
" reíìgn my fee." He took the ring frorn 
his finger, and gave it to the pontift
 The 
affemblv ,vas much movedll . 
- J , 
A ç, . 
laIr 
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BOOK IT. A fair occaÍÌon l\?aS now offered for the 
<I> 6 -ternlination of this unhappy controverfy, 
11 4. and Alexander withdrew \vith the cardi- 
na!s.-Were his reíìgn3tion accepted, he 
nlight be provided 1A'ith another fee, and 
the king's anger being appeafed, he \vould 
be more cafìly managed. Such \tvas the 
opinion of nlany. Others contended that, 
the exam'pIe vrou]d prove fatal to the 
church, if he \vho had protetled her liber- 
ties, and withfiood every allurement, 
:íhouId be thus facrificed. Rather, they 
[aid, he mufi be corn lclled to refu I11e his 
charge, and \ve '-v-iH fupport the champion 
\vho has fought our battles. The majority 
approved this opinion, and the primate 
,vas called; ,vhen Alexanèler told him, 
ho
" much they \vere now can vinced of 
his zeal for religion, and of the purity of 
his nlotives; that \vhat fault there might 
ba ve been in his promotion, was cancel1ed 
by its ackno\vledgment and by the refigna- 
t100 he had made; that he refiored him to 
éllì his funélions, which he might cxercife 
,vith fecurity; that praB.ifed as he had 
been in tbe [chool of ad verfity, they vie'
.ed 
hilTI as a n10del for imitation, dear to God 
and Olen, dear to himfelf and to the llo- 
!nan church; in a \vord, that as he had 
been his fellow-fufferer and his auociatc in 
perfecutioo, he would never defert hiDl, 
as long as God 1l1ould give him life. "But 
" as hitherto," he conc1uded, "you have 
" lived in affiuence, and it is proper you 
" fhou Id 
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" 1110uld learn the leffons \vhich poverty BOOKII. 
" only can teach, I commend you to this 1164- 
" holy perfon, ({hewing him the abbot of 
I " Pontigny \vho flood near,) that under 
I " his roof you may Ii ve in that fimple form, 
" which becomes an exile and the foldier 
" of Chrifi. There, content \vith little, 
'L pafs the days vvhich renlain, till confo- 
" la tion come, and peace once more re vi- 
" fit us. In the mean time, be firm, and 
" oppofe them manfully \vho íhall difiurb 
" the general concord." I-Ie gave him his 
beneditlion; and the primate, foon after- 
ter\'[/ards, lea ving Sens, \vith the abbot of 
Pontigny, retired \yith him to his convent, 
a hou fe of the Cifiercian order. fituated on 
the confines of Burgundy. He put on the 
coar[e habit of the order, and entered into 
the difcipline of the nlonafiic life *. It \vas 
about the beginning of December. 
I h?ve been minute in relating thefe 
tranfaé1ions, becaufe they lead to a long 
feries of events, and becaüfc) befides that 
they are curious, they ferve to develope 
the charaéters of men, with whom the rea- 
der ffillfi willi to be acquainted.-When 
the primate arrived in France, the prof- 
pea before hill1 was uncertain; rather he 
had every reafon to apprehend, that the 
pov\rer and influence of I-Ienry V\.
ould raife 
TIP new enemies againfi hitn, and cool the 
ardour of his friends. The benign counte- 
nance 
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BOOK II. nance of the French king diffipated, in 
116 4. part, thefe alarrns; but he knew the tem- 
per of the papal court, ,vhere his caufe 
rnufi be ultimately decided. Was he [ure 
that Alexander himfelf, in the crifis I have 
defcribed, \vould rilk fo great a flake, 
vvhen a temporary connivance, perhaps, 
might avert the evil? With a mind thus 
agitated, he opened his defence at Sens, 
a'1d few orators, I think, have equalled 
him. He fays nothing of the charges ex- 
hibited at Northampton, becaufe they 
,vere of a ci viI nature, and as they princi- 
pally regarded hilnfelf, might, he feared, 
excite but a cooi intereft in the breafis of 
his hearers. The fiatutes of Clarendon 
he brings for\vard. Well was he a \vare of 
their oppofition to fome favourite maxims 
of the Roman court. But on them even 
he does not pronounce: he refers the de- 
ciíìon to their O\VO judgment. At once 
all minds are \vith him) and his caufe is 
pronounced to be their caufe and the caufe 
of God. 
vVhen \ye fee how peremptorily, and 
\vithout di[cuiIìon even, the filajor part of 
thore flat utes are pronounced to be contra- 
ry to the evident d1fcipline of the church, 
all furprifl\ [urely, 111nfi ceafe, that our 
primate íbouIe! fo reluBantly have [ubmit- 
ted to them. And if, after this fubmiffion, 
l1e repented, and fought for pardon, in 
"vhat ,^,"as he cen f urable? Ignorantly, or 
from motives of intereft, or of policy, or 
of 
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. of adulation, it ,"
as aíferted, that they BOOK. II. 
were the ancient cufioms of the realm. It 
1164. 
could not be ; nor \vas there any prefcrip- 
tion in their favour. "rhe temper of Lan- 
franc (in the reign of the conqueror, is 
,,-ell known; but more than that, can it 
be imagined that Anfelm, firm as he was 
for the imnlunities of the church, ,,"QuId 
ha ve gi ven his fané1ion to there pretended 
cufiorns ? Yet from his time principally, 
the reign of Henry I. it is [aid, they claim- 
ed their origin. I touch not the fpirit of 
the fiatl1tes, nor their rational tendency. 
The maxims of. the tvçelfth century, 
n 
church as in fiate, are not to be efiimated 
by fuch meafures, as fucceeding ages or 
ourfelves have thought it expedient to 
adopt. 
Becket having engaged the Roman court 
to condemn the cufioms of Clarendon, and 
to efpoufe the general quarrel, thought the 
moment favourable to a more pcrfonal en- 
quiry. He knevJ' ho\v much it ,vas his 
enemies willi to procure his depofitiop, and 
thtlt every artifice ,;vould be u fcd to cffeél 
it. Nothing could fo radic311y or,firué1: 
their defign, as a folemn confirmation of 
his eletlion, by the. pontiff and the Ronl
n 
court. He refigns, therefore, the fee of 
Canterbury into their hands, 
nd dces it in 
a manner to roufe their feelings, and to 
('on1 rnand their in terefi. I n a 1110mell t of 
depreffion, fame renlorfe might have arifen 
from the undue influence, ,yhich, he fays, 
rai[ed 
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BOOI{ II raifed him to the fee; but it wiII appear 
.1 1 64. that, he did not al\vays view it in fo unfa- 
vourable a light. It Inight alfo be that, 
fatigued by troubles, and feeing no prof- 
pe
t of happier days, his mind recoiled from 
the conteft, and wiilied for repofe. How- 
ever this may have been, he \vas reinflated 
in all his honours, applaufe \vas gi ven to 
his conduB, he \vas pronounced the cham- 
pion of the church, and the pontift
 by a 
folemn proil1ife, engaged to be his protec- 
tor.-If the primate's mind, naturally in- 
flexible, from this accumulation of inci- 
dents, became more firln; if, from this 
time, more than ever, he confidered the 
.caufe as highly facred, in 'which he ,vas 
ocmbarked; if a tiné1ure of holy zeal or of 
enthuÍÌafm, to which, before, he \vas per- 
haps a firanger, began to warm his thoughts, 
-to invigorate his expreffions, and to preci- 
pitate his attions, the effett was but natu- 
ral, and íhould caufe no furprife. The 
retirernent of Pontigny would co-operate 
with the gen
ral impreífion. 
Henry's The return of his mÍnifiers from their 
revenge. ineffetlual embaífy, but more than that, 
the ne\vs of the proteé1ion the primate had 
received from the French monarch, and 
from the papal court at Sens, blew into a 
flame the fiery foul of Henry. I-Ie con- 
fifcated the efiates of the archbiíhop, and 
of thofe who had fol!ov{ed him, or had 
abetted his caufe. 1
0 correfpond \vith 
hirn, or to afIifi him in his exile, ,,\Tas de- 
clared 
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:clared to be criminal; and he forb2.d his BOOK 11. 
naIne to be mentiontd in the P ublic P réJ'\lcrs 
.J 116 4. 
of the church. Nor ,vas he yet fatisfied. 
By a general profcription, all his relations, 
,friends, and dependents, \vithout dil1inc- 
lion of fex or age, \'"ere exiled, to the 
number of nearly four hundred perfons.. 
'Their lands alfo and goods \vere fcÌzed ; and 
an oath was exatlcd....from thenl, that thev 
,vould go, v:ithout delay, to the archbi{hop, 
that he Inight be burthencd \vith the chargç 
of their maintenance, and Cuffer [rOlTI tbe 
fpeBaclc of their difircf,;.- The exiJes 
cro

ded to Pontigny, and its [olitude \vas 
difiurbed by their cries. Soon, ho\ycvcr, 
a general conlpafIìon \yas raiièd. The pope 
ufed his intcrefi; the king of France ga ve 
them his proteBion; Becket \vrote letters 
to all his friends; and e\'en as far as Sicily, 

ln afylum was op ned to the difir(:{fL.d *". 
-WonderfuJ, indeed, it \-vas, that the king, 
in his anger, íhould [0 fIr have 10ft fight 
of the moil obvious policy, as to adopt a 
meafure, \vhich could only exalt the pri- 
Inate's caufe, and bring do\vn infamy on 
his own. I fay nothing of the cruelty of 
this indiCcriminate profcription. 
A rupture \ivas nOV\T apprehended be- J 165. 
I t\
een the king3 of France and England" 
\" (,Oi1f
- 
! Tne countenance í11e.\Vll to Bccket hadreDce 
n1l1ch irritated the Ia tter, and ccfides, Lou is prf'j;:éled. 
, having married his otherdaugbter by Elea- 
I 
! nor) 


· Vita c. I.}. Gerv. IIo\'e<1en. Neubrig-. 



17 6 IIISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
BOOK Ir.nor, to his brotl:er in-Ia\:v, the count of 
Blois, had inveited hilTI \ìVith the high office 
116 5' of fenefchal, regardlefs of the rights of the 
earl of l\njou, to \\"hom it belonged. Henry 
was earl of Anjou. Le[s provocations 
than there \;vere, at that time, fufficient to 
kindle the flames of vvar, and to lay king- 
doms ,vafie: but, fortunately, [nch 
uar- 
rels were as fllddenly ternlÏnated,. as they 
\vere precipitately begunll Matilda, \vho, 
as had been [aid, reíÌded confiantly in Nor- 
nlandy, faw the rifing florrr1, and \yit11ed 
to avert it. She fent a Ine{fenger to Alex- 
ander, requefiing that he yrould mediate 
between her fon and Louis, with an inti- 
mation that peace, {he doubted not, might 
thus be refiored to the Engliíh churchll The 
pope accepted the chrifiian office, and pre- 
vailed on the kings to meet at Gifors: but 
the intervie\\r \vas fruitlefslI .l\.lTlong other 
matters of diièu!Iion, they debated the af- 
fair of the primate. Henry infìfied, that 
his fubmiffion íhould be abfoIute, and that 
Louis fhould no longer protetl hin1. To 
this the latter \,,"ould not con[ent: they 
parted therefore.-A conference was then 
propofed bet\yecn Henry and the pope; to 
Vv
hich the king agreed, provided Becket 
'\vere not prefent. The archbiíbop, ho\y- 
ever, bv letter, di{fuaded his holinefs frool 
the intérvie\v, a.iruring him that, vrithout 
an interpreter, fì
incd
 in tbe king's lan- 
guage, a'nd acqutlinted, 3S hirnfèÏr \"'3S, 
"\vith his char(lélcr, he ,,,ould be cirCt1fil- 
vente"l 
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vented by his [ubtilty. "Give this anf"ycr BOOKlf. 
" to your king," then [aid Alexander to 1165. 
ithe mefièngers who \\"aited, " that the 
:" Roman church has never, at the com- 
" mand of princes, refufed her protetlion 
." to 3UY one, particular1y ,
hen exiled in 
I" the caufe of jufiice. To fuccour the 
" oppreiTed, againfi the violence of their 
" enemies, ho\vever great and powerful, 
" is a privilege granted from above to the 
" apofiolic fee *." The proud reply, which 
ia fortunate turn in his circumfiances feems 
to ha ve diBatcd, put an end to the pro- 
!jetled conference. Henry }'aHened back 
!into England, \\.hither afrairs of moment 

cal]ed him; and Alexander prepared to re- 

turn to Rome. 
I The Itomans, fenfible, at Jail, that theA1exan" 
;abfence of their bi1bo p \vith his court, \VaS der re- 
I 
 turns to 
prejudicial to them; urged, bel1des, by the Rome. 
admonitions of the cardinal vicar, and by . 
,the fums of money he largely difiributed; 
fooo after the death of Oé1a via n, had rc- 
<1uefied Alexander to return to the chair of 
St. Peter. He took the advice of his court, 
and of the kings v.rho h1d proteé1ed him 
Ii n their territories. The la tter particula rly, 
,
;hofe realms had felt the burthen of his 
; prefence, \ycre of opinion, that he íhould 
infiantly con1ply vrith the ,viíhes of the 
ROID?n reople. He left Sens, in the be- 
ginning of the month of April, immedi- 
VOL. I. N atel-y 
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BOOK II. ately after the feafi of Eaf1:er, and palling 
116 5' flo
1ly t?rough the provinces to the fout
, 
by ParIs, Bourges, Clermont, and Put, 
came,to lVlontpcllier, \vhich he left in the 
month of Augufi, and enlbarked, with his 
court, at Maguelone. The elements,- it is 
1àid, and the machinations of his enemies, 
obfirutted his voyage; but he landed fafe 
in the port of l\1effina. His friend and 
vaffal, William of Sicily, received him 
\vith his "Tonted kindnefs, loaded him with 
prefents, and ordering a red..:painted galley 
to be prepared for his holinefs, and four 
others for his attendants, he feht the arch- 
biíhop of Reggio,. with a train of his no- 
bles, to efcort him triunlphantly to Rome. 
'The Roman people came out to meet him
 
and he entered the city amidfi the \i\Tarmeft 
congratulations of the fènators, citizens, 
and clergy. But it "vas the 2 I fi of No- 
vember, after a journey of lllore than [even 
months *. 
Henrv In the Month of May, Frederic had held 
fufpeét
d a diet at Wurtzbourgh in Franconia, \vhere 
of Inchn- h . r If h . f I . d 
ingto the Iffile , t e prInces 0 t le empIre, an 

ntipope, many of the German prelates, folemnly 

yc
e
:

pledged themfdves by oath, to fupport 
PafcaJ, and never to ackno\vIedge Alex- 
ander. Embaíradors from I-Ienry ,,"ere at 
\V urtzbourg, Richard of I velchefier, arch- 
deacon of Poi tiers, and John of Oxford, a 
chaplain to the king: In a monlent of 
irritation), 
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irritation, Henry had propofed, it feems, BOOK II. 
to fend a more folemn embaífy. What 116 5. 
i nilru Bions his me:ífen gers had recei ved, 
or what they propofed, in their mailer's 
name, to the diet, is uncertain. The em- 
peror, indeed, in a circular letter, åfferts, 
that they took the oath, juft nlentioned, 
and renounced all obedience to Alexan- 
der, for the king and the realm of Eng- 
Jand. But this is áfterwards contradiétcd, 
on fuch good authority, as to make it 
"evident, either that the embaífadors ex- 
ceeded their commiffion, or that lIenry 
was aíharned of an order he had precipi- 
tately given, to frighten the pontiff into 
a weak compliance \vith his vvi{bes *. 
Alexander, \vhile on his journey, heard 
at Clermont of thefe tranfatìions, and iln- 
mediately wrote to the bifhop of London; 
the confidential friend and [piritual direc- 
tor. of Henry. He complains that the 
l{ing, by .communicating ,vith fchifmatics 
and men notoriouí1y excommunicated, 
- had abandoned the church, whích he per- 
fecuted in the perf on of the primate of 
. Canterbury. He therefore orders Gilbert, 
that he joih the bilhop of Hereford (the 
learned Robert de Melun), and thät they 
both labour to reclaim Henry to his 
former veneration for the holy fee; that he 
neither hinder appeals ór journeys tò 
N 2 Rome, 
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BOOK JI. Rome) and that he reftore the archbiíhop * 
 
116 5_ It is dated the tenth of July. 
Gilbert replied: 'fhat with his brother 
of Hereford, agreeably to the orders of 
his holinefs, he had "'9aited on the king, 
even when, at the head of his army, he 
"vas marching into Wales, and had laid 
bis paternal rClTIonflra nces before him, in 
all their truth and firength of colouring. 
With filany thanks, fays he, he received 
your correél:ion, and replied \vith great 
tl10defiy to each article :-that his mind 
l1as never been turned fron1 you; and 
that while you continued to behave 3.S a 
father to him, he wou]d make a filial re- 
turn, and would humbly o
ey yon, not 
forgetting, at the h'lfile time, ,vhat he 
ow
d to 
hirnfelt, and the dignity of his 
cro\vn :-that if he has not {hewn you the 
fame refpct1 as forrnerly, the reafon "vas; 
that, having aided you, as be had done, 
\vhen you \:vanted his fuccour, you, in re- 
turn, had hardly COl11plicd ,vith a fiogle 
petition he had made :-that fiill he re- 
ß1ained imrnoveablv fixed. in his obedi- 
ence to you; \vhere-fore, that he ,viII hin- 
der no one trora vifiting the Roman court, 
nor hitherto, he fays. has he eyer done it. 
- Wit}l regard to appeals: That he con- 
fiders it as an ancient pri vilege of his realm, 
that no c]crk, in a civil caure, íhall go 
out of h
s kingdom, unlefs he íhall have 
firfi 
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firfl endeavoured, by his authority, to ob-B OOK 'T, 
tain legal jufiice, but that, when this has. .. 
I 11
5. 
been done, he may freely appea to you, 
nor ,'ViII he oppofe it.- Tnat, though he 
knew the emperor was a fchifmatic, he 
had not, till noV\
, heard of his eXCOffi- 
nlunic
tion; that in his tranfactions, 
ho\vcver, \"ith him, he ,,"ould abide by 
the judgment of the EagliO] church.- 
That he had not expelled the primate 
from, his realm; and that he ,vas free to 
return as he had freely departed, \vhen- 
ever it íhould pleafe him, provided he 
,vere difpofed to make him the fltisfac- 
I tion he bad demanded, and to obferve the 
royal CUfi001S to which he had f
:-orn.- 
The biíhop concludes by entreating his 
holinefs to proceed \\"ith the greateft mo- 
I deration; and he tells him that feveritv 
Inay drive the king and many of his peo
 
pIe to \vithdraw froin his obedience '*. 
, The king, he' obfcrves, lnay be foftened 
by mildnefs, and be conquered by adnlo- 
nitions and pat ienre. 
About the fanle time, another letter, 
nearly in fil11i!ar terlTIS, was vvritten to the 
I cardinals by tbe king, or rather, by Foliot 
in the king's nan1c.-The pope \vas pleaf- 
ed, and, in a fecond epifile, thanking the 
biíhop for his fervices, he entreats him 
often to repeat his good advice to Henry, 

nd to take for his co-adjutors the arch... 
biíhop 


· 
p. 3 8 . 
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BOOK I!. bií110p of Rouen, the biíhop of Hereford,. 
. 6' and the emprefs Matilda; nor does he- 
I I 5. forget again to recornmend to- him the 
caufe of the primate. . He \yas then jufi 
embarking on th'e Mediterranean feat 
. The archbiíhop of Rauen thus wrote to 
Henry, cardinal priefi of 
t. Nereus: 
" For our lord, the king of 
ngland, 
" I can fecurely anf,ver, that by himfelf, 
" or by his meífengers, he never f wore 
" or promifed' tb the emperor, to adhere 
" to the antipope, and to relinquií11 Alex- 
"ander. And this I alfo kno\v, that, in 

, regard to the matrinlonial treaty, to 
"effett ,vhich the Germans laboured. 
" much, Henry vrould make' no concef-, 
" ÍÌons, but ,what íhould be confifient 
,,- \vith his" obedience to A lexander and 
,,,. the . church.. \. The emprefs, ho\yever, 
" and rriyfelf, have íìren'uoully iníìfied 
" that he make all hafie to remove this 
" fiigma from his honour'.". 
The marriage, here fpokec of, ,vas be.. 
t,,"een Matilda, the eJdefi danghter of the 
J{ing, and Henry, furnanlcd the Lion, 
,vhom I have more than once mentioned, 
duke of Saxony and Bavaria, to \VhOITI J 
in the lufire of his family, and extent of 
his dominions, fe\v kings ,"ycrc equaL But 
in perfonal endo\ymcnts of mind and 
body, perhaps, he furpaífes them alL An 
embaífy' ,,,,aited on -the k;ng, at the head 
of ,,,,hich 'vas the archbif110p of Cologne, 
the fayourite of Fred
ric. and his princi- 
. 
 
pJ! 
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I minifier. They \vere received \
iith BOOl( If. 
extraordinary honours,. and the duke's 65 
propofal was accepted. J t i
 alfo faid tha t. 11 · 
I an alliance \-vas, at the fame time, agreed 
on betv.-een the emperor and I-lenry__ The 
earl of Leiçefier o.nly, the grand j ufiiciary, 
either becaufe he difiiked the match, or 
probably fI:om a confcientiolls motive, rc- 
fufGd all communication 

ith the embaf- 
fador, \-"ho was the hief abettor of the 
fchifln, and then excomnluniGated by 
A]exanqer. After his departure, the a]- 
tars, on ,vhich he or his chaplains had of- 
ficiated, \vere ov
rtllrned by the people. 
So much \vas the nation attached to the 
caufeof AI
xander*.-The princefs, no\v 
an infant. \vas 'not conduéled. to hGf huf- 
band till thrG
 yea rs afterwards. 
Impa
ient of further control, but pre- \Var 
t
nding that the earl of Cl epftO\iV had af- w
th th
 
-r: æ' .c f 1 f \\ elch. 
.I.-aulnated Ins nephe\v, ang lorget U 0 
the fealty ne had lately [\\"orn to I{
nry, 
Rhees ap Gryffyth, king of South 'Vales, 
a fourth tin
e dre\v thç fwprd againft his, 
19rd, and, by his fpirited excrti
ns
 foon. 

nited into one grand confederacy all tht 
princes of the land. Such unanimi
y, for 
many years, had not be
n fceo. The 
pO
Ters of North Wale
 \vere conlnlanded) 
b.y Owen G,\vynetlL; thofe of the Sout h 
by Rhees ap Gryffyth; and under the 
flandard of o \\".en. Cyveliock and the fivc 1 
fans: 


· ,Diceto an, I I 6 
 . 
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BOOK II. fans of Madoc ap Meredyth, flood the 
men of Powis-Iand. Henr y had been a p - 
I J 65. 
prifed of the fiorm, but \vell aware how 
difficult it \vould be to fiem its furv, he 
had taken ti me to colleél a iarge "'arm y 
even from the dìfiant provinces of his do- 
minions. With this formidable hon, he 
entered Wales, in the IDonth of July. 
Hoping that the terror of his approach 
might break the confederacy, and induce 
f0l11e of the princ
s to join hiln, he en- 
camped near Of\vefiry. But they remain- 
ed all confiant, all intrepid; in numbers 
1ittle inferior to the king
 and by the na- 
tural firength of the country decidedly 
his fuperiors. The t\\'o armies approach- 
ed. Iienry advanced to the river Ciêrc0c, 
and fearing fame ambufcade, he ordered 
the woods to bè çut dO\1vn, which covered 
its banks. His vanguard, in vvhich he 
had pofted the flower of his army, "'as 
in1tantly attacked, and a bloody að.íon 
enfued. But the Engliíh prevailed, and 
gaining the river, the king paiTed it, and 
again encamped at the foot of Bervvin, 
one of the higheft mountains in WaJes. 
On the top of this mountain, and on its 
fides, as a lowering cloud, hung the Vvellh 

rmy. I-Ienry \vas Coon fcnfible, ho\v in)- 
prudently he had advanced; the encnlY 
,-vould not come to aé1ion; but they cut 
off his provifions, an
 flying parties ha- 
raffed his troops whenevGr they attempt- 
ed to move. A want of vié1uaIs and 
.'. '[orag? 
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forage ,vas foon foon felt. In addition, BOOK II. 
violent and inceífant rains fell for forne 
116 5. 
days, which in torrents poured do\vn into 
the vale, where the Engliíh lay. They 
\vcre compelled to retire; and, in his re- 
I treat, Henry aéted a [cene of impotent 
cruelty, \vhich \vould have difgraced a 
tyrant. The hofiages he had received, at 
the laft fubmiffion of the Welíh princes, 
were 11ill \vith him: the eyes óf there 
unfortunate youths he no\v ordered to be 
put out; and among them \vere tvJ'O fons 
of Rhees ap Gryffyth, and t\yO of Owen 
G\vvneth. 
Made fenfi ble, at laO, ,vhich experi- 
ence íhould have Îooncr told him, that the 
I 
l elfh could not be conquered by the 
n10de of attack he had adopted, the Eng- 
liíh monarch refolved to re\7ert to the plan 
of operations, \vhich he h:1d before prac- 
tiCcd \vith fuccefs. This \vas, to land his 
his troops along the coafi, and defo)ate 
the country. He marched to Chefier, 
cOlnn1anding his íbips to be co!leéì:ed. 
But, in the midfi of thefe preparations, 
fuddenly he broke up his camp, and dif- 
charged his army, lea ving his cafiles in 
'Vales, and tbe neighbol1rin
 counties, 
expofed to the fury of an infulting and 
exafperated enemy. \Vhat were his fears, 
or what his motives, the hifl:orians of the 
age do not tell us; nor can it be at aU 
conjeélured, from any circumfiances of 
the tilDes. It fh8U!:l feem, as jf he pre- 
. . furred 
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nOOK n,ferred the \var of controverfy, with. his pri- 
mate, to the bo]d reíìfiançe of ap Gryffyth. 
I 1.65. h II " 
and his ardy a leSe But his reputation 
and interefi fuffered by the cve,nt: for the 
\i\T elíh princes, feparating their forces, 
marched againft the different cafiles 
which belonged to the Engliíh, and forne 
they demoliíhed, and fome they preferv- 
ed. Wales \vas again independent
. 
Henry [opn e
perie;nced 
nother morti- 
fication. Ambitious as he was of his o\
vn 
aggrandifement, and that of his family, 
hjs mind had long indulged the pJeafing 
hope, that the united crowns of France. 
and England fi1ight poilibly defcend to his 
children
 His eldefi fan \vas.. married 
to the princefs of France; and Louis was 
advanced in years, and had no male 
iífue. But the airy dream now vaniíhed. 
On the t\venty-fecond of Augufi \vas. 
born Philip, furnamed Augufius, a prince 
f
nt by provid
nce to exalt the French 
ll an1 e, and to hU111ble even H
nry, in his., 
latter days, and tþe houfe of Plantagenet. 
"fhe joy of France, on the eveQt, was 
un bounded. 
The bi- The order of tim
, and the important. 
íh
p of contents, permit me to give the fubfiance 
Li?eux of a letter, which the biíhop of. Lifieux
 
WrItes .. h } d . . d 
to Becket. \vlth \v om t Ie rea er ]s acqua]nte , a 
prelat
 \veIl verfed i
1 the politics of the 
court;. 
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court of England, \yrotc to Becket. He, BOO I\: It 
,vhom the controverfy interci1s, ,yill par- 116 5." 
Jon the abrupt in[ertion.-" Men," fays 
be, "\yho pretend to fathom the intention, 
. " did once believe that you \ì\'ere aßuated 
" by ambition, and that your objeét \vas 
" to extend your 0\1\70 power, and to vie 
(C \vith majefiy : that, therefore" you had 
" refified your [overeign's commands, hop- 
" ing that others might be a\ved. by your 
"example. It was reported, that you 
" had faid anlong your friends, that his 
.
' inconíìderate youth ,vas not to be flat- 
u tered, but to be vigorouí1y repreífed: 
" that you were befi acquainted with his 
" difpofitions, and that he \vas con[cious 
" how neceífary you \
.ere to him. Thefe 
" refl.etlions were re;peated to his ma jelly; 
" \vhen he angrily obferved, that as his 
" dignity \,.as at flake, he muil: exert all 
" his pOvver and addrefs; for:that you "vere 
" not a man to recede from your purpofes. 
" But. eycry doubt, výhich \",\Tas on our 
" minds, i p no\.v diffipated, and the purity 
" of your motives is become fa evident, 
" that honen men are rejojced
 a
d your 
" enemies are confounded. J cfiice and 
" the liberty of the church YOl1 preferred 
". to every earthly en1olument; for had you 
" confentcd to thefe ni''l. afl
/ès, not only 
" might you have Eved i
 peace; you 
" might ha ve reigned \vith your prince. 
u Yet even in the cauft
 ,;ou fn:Jvorted 
! . 
.... YO}} 
... 
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BOOK n." you would have proved invincible, had 
It " not they deferted you, \yhofe duty it 
116 5. " was to have remained firm. Their 
" \veaknefs give courage to your adverfa- 
" ries. You even expofed your life: but 
" it feems that there the king \vas induI- 
"gent; and had not loft all affettion 

, for you. He flrove to intimidate you 
" into compliance. Ite could have hin- 
" dered your efcape from England; al}d 
" remaining there, nor \vould you ha ve 
" had fo much power againfi him, nor 
" would his enemies have had occaÍÌoD to 
" revile hiln. 
" Often confider ,vhat your c3ufe is; 
" who is your opponent; and 

ho are 
" your proteé1ors. Y onf caufe is mani- 
" feftly jufi, fince you contend for the li- 
" berty of the church, which cannot be 
" attacked without intcrefiing our faith. 
" -But you have an opponent, \vho 
" caufes difiant nations to tremble by his 
" policy, his neighbours by his po\ver, and 
" his fubjeéts by his feverity: \vhom prof- 
" perity has rendered fa irritable, that a 
" con1ffion failure in politenefs he deems 
c, an infult. By fubmiffion, indeed, and 
" patient forbearance, he may, fometimes, 
" be managed; but he will not brook the 
" Ie aft confiraint, that his OVJn "viII may 
" feern to be his only guide. So nluch 
" does he look for praife, as even to be 
'c charmed by flattery.- This it was that 
" drew your fuffragans fo barely from you. 
" Rely 
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" Rcly not) therefore, on them, for ha v- BOOK II. 
" ing caufed the divifion; they are not 116S. . 
" inílruments to effetl a reconciliatioD.- 
" The inferior clergy, for the rnoft part, 
" love you much; but the fear of baniíh- 
" nlent \i\'ithholds them; and they are con- 
" tented to figh, and in fecret to exprefs 
" their willies for your fafety.-As to the 
" nobility, it is well known, that they ha vc 
" formed, as it were, a confpiracy againft 
" the church, in aU things to oppofe her 
" honour and advantage. At their ex- 
" pence, they are perfuaded, fhe acquires 
" \vealth and dignity. When an occafion, 
" ttey deem favourable, offers, then ap- 
'
 pears their ardour; \vhilè they pretend, 
" it is the interefi of the fiate only, \vhich 
" they contend for. They fay; the king 
" íhould not govern with lefs dignity than 
" his predece:ífors, who \vere lefs po\vcr- 
" ful than he; and every attempt they 
" made, hO\tvever contrary to religion and 
" reafon, there men pretend was a part of 
" the royal prerogative. By flattery they 
U prevail on him to eng
ge in conteí1s, 
" hoping in fat}, that his pOvver may be 
"weakened in the quarrel; a nd th
t 
" thernfelve:, {hall recover their loft pri
.,j- 
U lege of tranfgreffing the laws wIth im- 
" punity. 
" When you confider the affif1:ance you 
" may dra,v from firangers, \vith me you 
" muft allow, that their firfi offers are 
" gracious and abundant; but that the 
" \\'tirmth 
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EO OK JI. " \\tarmth of their friendíhip foon cools. 
. 116'5. " Great moderation, therefore, and abfte- 
" mioufnefs, are neceffary.-Lofe not cou- 
" rage fro111 the vievv of a probable cooti- 
" nuation of ad verfe fortune; nor let a 
" coofcioufnefs of the equity of your 
" caufe, gi ve obfiinacy to your relülu- 
"tion. VJhat is not criminal, and really 
" dangerous to religion, that bear with. 
" When you cannot correa, diífen1ble for 
" a time. Things do not always remain 
" in the -Tame fiate; and God, as he 
" pleafes, turns the hearts of kings. Should 
" a favourabJe occaÍÌon oner, receive it 
" with open a.rms: and if an accommo- 
" dation be propafed, difcufs not its terms 
" too nicely, left it generate altercation. 
" Reft on general conditions; and be fa- 
" tisfied, if nothing be exprefsly menti- 
" oned, which may affeB: the liberty of 
" the church. Look not for t iumph in 
" the eyes of l11en: on the contrary, per- 
" mit his majcfiy to enjoy the honour of 
" vié1ory, provided your ovvn confcience 
" give you praife before God. 
" As to my [elf, be perfuaded, I will 
" ferve you fafthfully and as a friend; for 
" I kno\v 
hat you facrifice your fortune 
" and your perfon for TIS. But it will be 
" neccff.) ry that, out\tvardly I appear your 
"enemy. If thought YODf friend, I íhould 
" neither be believed nor be attended to. 
" By counterfeiting líhall ferve you mo
e 
"effeeual]v. Do not lofe courage. The 
" king 
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"r; king is foon to return into Normandy, BOOKJI 
" when your friends will be better able to 116 5- 
i, manage your concernS with him. They 
" fay, he is become more trattable, owing 
" to forne apprehenfions he entertains of 
" the French monarch and his fubjeéts 
"here. Nor is he indifferent to the 
" indignation of the ponti
 \vhbm his 
" cond uét has irritated. In England, fo 
" difiurbed, by your abfence, is the ftate 
" of government, that neither civil con- 
" cerns, nor thofe of the church, are duly 
"adminifiered. The whole order of 
" tþings is confounded. Fare\vell; and if 
" you mention the contents of this letter, 
" take care to conceal my name *." 
The good fenfe of this epifile, the ad- 
vice it conveys to the prinlate, the view it 
exhibits of the king's difpofitions and of the 
general fiate of parties, and its uncommon 
perf picuity of ideas and precifion of lan- 
guage, are adlnirable. The caufe of 
Becket, when thus delineated by one v. 7 ho 
knew it welJ, and who vvas attached to 
Henry, will ceafe, I trufi, to prefent thofe 
odious features, with which it is generaHy 
portrayed. The original, which I have 
greatly abridged, in every view is an ex- 
cellent compofition. 
Nor can I omit another event.- Certain 1166. 
German heretics were examined before a H r 
r.. d 0 L. d h - h h d b eretlcs 
J.yno at Xlor, VI IC a 'een con-puniihed. 
vened 
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BOOK IJ.vened for the purpofc. They \vere of the 
· fea of thofe, \vho, in the fouth of f'rance, 
t 166. 
[oon acquired the name of Albigenfes, and 
had cOlne into Englaod, about thirty in 
Ilumber, nlcn and \-vornen, to diíreminate 
their do8rines. At their head was one 
Gerard, whom they regarded as their maf- 
ter, a man of forne learning; whereas his 
rlifciples \vere illiterate and fimple ruftics. 
One profeJyte they had made, a female, 
though they had been fome years in the 
country, when they were apprehended and 
cafi into prifon. The l{ing would not ie- 
lea[c them, nor puniíh them, unexaq1in- 
ed; but convoked a fynod. Before it the 
Germans were brought, and being aíked, 
what their belief was? Gerard, in the 
narne of the refi, anfwered; "that they 
" ,,"ere Chriflians, and veneiated the doc- 
" trine of the apofiJes." They "'ere then 
examined particularly, on the feveral arti- 
cles of faith; vvhen, by their anf V\-ers it 
appeared, that they rejet1ed baptifm, the 
cucharifi, and marriagell Regarding the 
perfon of Chrift, their belief was orthodox. 
Being preíTed vvith texts of fcripture, they 
faid, "that they believed as they \vere 
" taught; but would not difpute about 
" their faith." Adrnoniíhed to repent, 
they defpifed the counfel ; and \vhen me- 
naced \vith puniíhrr1ent, they fmiIed, and 
replied: " BleíTed are they ,vho fuffer per- 
" fecution for the fake of righteouCnefs. 
" for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 
The 



o F KIN G HEN R Y II. 193 
The biíhops, therefore, conden1ned them BOOK II. 
I as heretics, and deli vered them to the 1166. 
king to be puniíhed. He commanded 
tllelD to be branded on the forehead with 
a hof iron, to be publicly whipt, and be 
! expelled from the town; and he forbad 
his fubjeéls to receive them into their 
hOüfes, or to give them ,any relief. They 
fubmitted to their fentence with wonder- 
ful alacrity; and Gerard received an ad- 
ditional ftigma on the chin. Their cloaths 
being then torn off to the waifi, the re- 
maining part of tbe fentence was cruelly 
executed. It was winter, and no one giv- 
ing them the leaft affiftance, they all 
perifhed miferably. Our countrywoman, 
by a timely recantation, efcaped the threa- 
tened punifhment. Thefe, fays the hif- 
I torian, were the firfi feBaries, who, nnce 
the expulfion of the Britons, had come in- 
to England; and the pious rigour, he 
thinks, would prove a bar to the ingrefs 
of others *. At that time to become a 
reformer, demanded the fpirit of. a hero 
or of a madman. 
Alexander, foon after his return toThe pri- 
Rome, mindful of the champion he hadm
te a d P - 
I r. P . . d b . h · J pOinte 
elt at ontlgny, appoInte 1m IS egatelegate, 
in England, thus invefiing him with all"rite
 to 
the powers, which belonged to his imme- the king. 
diate reprefentative. Only the diocefe of 
VOL. I. 0 York 
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BOOK II. Y ork was exe'mpted from his jurifdiBion. 
66 Tbe notification of this appointment was 
II · immediately fent to the biíhop of LondoD, 
by the primate, and with it letters from 
"himfelf, addreífed to many of his fufrra- 
gans. The packet, while Gilbert was at 
the altar, was put into his hands by a firan- 
ger. Alarmed at the contents, he wrote 
to the king, expreffing the anxiety of his 
mind, " But when the pope commands," 
fays he, "no appeal can avail; nor is 
., there any remedy: we mufi obey. We 
" are commanded to fubmit to his legate; 
" to oblige thofe to refiitution, who, by 
" your order, have received the revenues 
" of his clergy, abfent ,"'ith him; and to 
c, coIled the peter-pence which is due to 
" his holinefs. We throw ourfelves at 
" your feet, requefiing we may be per- 
" mitted to obey thefe orders. But I ad- 
"viCe, íhould the primate's ]etters be 
" found to contain any thing contrary to 
" the cufioms of the realm, that your ma- 
" jefiy c
m 111 and the bilhops i nfia n tly to 
" appeal to the pope, or to the legates he 
" 1hall appoint *.71 
The primate's life in his convent is war1Jl- 
Iy delineated by his hifiorians. 1"'he day 
In he fpent in prayer, in the fludy of the 
- fcripturrr;, ann in the religious exercifes of 
the monafiic life. \\Tith reluB:ancc did he 
ceafe 
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ceafe from thefe ocèt1pations, and clofe his BOOK II. 
eyes to refi. But when the bufinefs of the 1166. 
field called the monks to labour, he alfo 
went out with them, and he helped to make 
I their hay, and to reap their corn. His 
health declined much. The fiudy of ec- 
clefiafiical polity was a favourite purfuit 
with him; and he [pent much time in ex- 
amining the laws andcanons of the church 
. 
In them he had been initiated at Bologna; 
I but the difputes he \\"as engaged in, no\v 
reanimated his ardour. Unfortunately, the 
refearch would bu t confirm his firfi ideas, 
and open higher views of the rights and 
immunities, for which he had deemed it 
his duty to contend. There ,vas then no 
clue to lead to the deteaion of the fpurious 
canons, which were every where circulated, 
and every where obeyed; ho\v then was 
our primate to efcape from the mazy la- 
, byrinth? His friEnd, ho\,"ever, and fecre- 
tary, John of Saliíbury, firongly diíTuaded 
him from th
 fiudy, a\vare, from the dif- 
pofitions and circumfiances of his mafier, 
of its obvious effeét. The primate, roufed 
by refleétion, convinced daily more how 
I tJnjufily he was perfecuted, folicite
 by 
his friends in exile, elated by the protec- 
teðion of the French king, but more by 
that of the pontiff, and fenfible that the 
legantine powers wer
 not given to remain 
idle, began to conclude, as well from cha- 
O 2 ratter 


· Ep..3 [. Gerv. an. 1166. 



If 6 HIST R 
 OF 1:H)} 13.ElGN 
BOOK II raBer as (.rom cQ.. fcience, that his own and 
the; church's cau(e lhould be more aé1ivel y 
I. J 64- 
fupported. He refolved to write to the 
king. _ _ 
He wrote an admonitary letter, in terms 
gentle and qnaíf ming, wh
rein he repre- 
feots that l}is duty can no, lopger permit 
bim to be filent, and exhorts the king to 
reftore to the Engliíh church th
 libert
 he 
11ad taken from her. The letter was. fent 
by an abbpt of the Cifiercian order, who 
returned with a verbal reply, harih and re- 
proachful :Jt:.-H
 wrote a fccond letter, 
commonitory as the firft ; but mor
 full, fcho- 
Jaitic, and pojntcd. He eXp'reffes an ear- 
neft defire of feeing the king: he fp.ecifies 
wh.at are his o
"n duties to him" as( to his 
lord, his.king, and his fon: h
 tells hjrn 
that he is a king t-.y the g
ace of God, to 
improve hi6 own charat1:er for. the edifica-: 
tion of others, and to reward a
nd. puniJh, 
by the power he_ received from the church 
at his coronation, and by the fword he 
bears to cruíh her enemies... .The' church, 
obferves, is compûfed of t
vo orders. the 
clergy and the people; that to the fi.-fi be- 
longs the gcner
tI adrniniítration ,of. all ec- 
cIefiaftical and fpiritual çonctfrns, and to 
t
e fe,cond, which camprifes kjn,;s
 barons, 
a.nd th'eir officers, ci viI ançi fecular affairs, 
to the end that an thin?
 may tend to the 
peace and unity of the churcþ. He repeats 
, it 
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it as a certain truth, that kings deri ve tbeir BOOK II. 
'po\ver from the church; and therefore) 116 4.. 
"Then by his cufioms of l..Jarendon he pre- 
fcribed certain duties to the biíhops, that he 
tranfgreffed the obvious order of things. 
He puts him in mind of his coronation 
oath, whereby he engaged to proteét the 
liberty of the church. Hè entreats him to 
reinflate the church of Canterbury in her 
former condition and dignity; to refiore all 
her pofièffions, her cafiles, manors, farms, 
his own property and that of his friends, 
aU which he had feized and difiributed; 
and to allow him to return to his fee, freely 
and peaceably: " Then," faid he, " I am 
, ready to ferve you, as my dearefi lord 

, and king, with fidelity and attachment, 
" in all things I may be able, faving the 
" honour of God, of the Roman church, 
" and of my oV\Tn order; otherwife be af- 

, fured, that you will experience the feve- 
" rity of hea ven and its vengeance -."- 
The reader will not be furprifed, that the 
monks who bore this letter, were treated 
\vith forne afperity: but the fubjetl is CU
 
'fious, as it difiiné1ly marks the leading 
maxims of the church, which then pre- 
vailed, and the terms, on vvhich the pri- 
mate C-emed to think, a conciliation only 
could be e5"etted. 


That 


· 
p. 64- 



. I. 
19 8 HISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
I3 00KIJ. That Bet:lry was abroa.d at the beginning 
66 of this correfpondence, does pot appear; 
H;
ry. but \ve are told that he quitted England 
9: oes into 
o
7ards th
 end of winter. The queen 
France. h d b I r. . M . d A . 
. . . a een elt regent In alne an. I qUI- 
taine, and forne of th
 barons had dito-:- ... 
þeyed htr çommands. Thefe he puniíhed. 
i\.n afFair of great moment then called him 
into Bretagne.- The duke Conan, long 
harafred by his turbplent nobility, and lJn
 
ilble to refifi a pow
rfuI confederacy fo.rmed 
,
gainft him, had recourfe to Henry, who, 
3S earl pf Nantes, already had fOIlle in- 
terefi in the province
 COlian had an only 
daughter, CQnftantia, heifefs to all his 
poffeffions. It was propafed that íhe íhould 
Jnarry Geoffry, the king's third fon. No 
propofal could be more alluring; and Henry 
jnfiantly marched witb the troops he had 
with him; laid wafie the lands of the re- 
bellious barons; demoliíhed their callIes; 
and foon reduced them to f\Ie for peace. 
The gratçful Con
n then, not only furreQ- 
dered hi$ daughter into his hands, but with 
her the whole dutchy of Bretagne, which he 
was to adminifier till ßeoffry íhould be ca- 
pable of governi 19, referving only to him- 
felf the earldom of Guingan1p. To this 
the Bretons themfelyes readily confented ; 
and I-Ienry, in his fan's n
me, taking pof- 
feffion of the province, received the ho- 
mage of his new vaffa]s. It was to his 
own power a vall acquifition, and the Bre- 
to
s had re
[o
 to rejoice in the change. 
. A defolatcd 
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A defo1ated country, and an unhappy te- BOOKII. 
nantry, . foon recovered from 
he oppreffion 1166. 'Â 
of their lawlefs barons; whIle the firong 
arm of Henry gave inhabitants tothe towns 
and villages, and culture to the plains. 
They are the words of the hifiorian *. 
News being brought into Europe of the 
difireffed fituation of the Chrifiians in Pa- 
lefiine, Louis, with the ad vice of his couo.,. 
ciI, laid a tax on all the effeé1s of his fu b- 
jeéts, to be levied for five years, and firongly 
exhorted Henry to imitate his example. He 
took his advice, and fummoned a meeting 
of his vaffals at Mans. They agreed to 
the regulation; and a ftatute was made, 
whereby each perfon, on all his po{feffions, 
was to pay two-pence in the pound, for 
the firfi year, and a penny for the four 
years eofuing. The regulation affeé:ted all 
orders of men, fronl the higheft prelate and 
baron, to the lowefi peafant. The king 
fir11 f wore to obferve the ftatute, and then 
the archbiíhops, biíhops, earls, barons, 
knights, and vavafors, engaging themfelves 
that all under their power 1hould fw
ar the 
fame. He ,,'ho failed in the paYlnen
, il1- 
curred excommunication; but a third part 
of the penance, due to ÍÌnners, would be 
remitted to him, who faithfully complied. 
Meafures were immediate1y taken, to ex- 
tend the fame regulation to England. But 
when the firfi remittance was to be made 
to 


. 
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B<;>OK II. to Palefiine, the pious monarchs quarrelled 
1166 about the form of doing it; and their own 
· fubjetls narrowly efcaped the horrors of a 
deftrué1ive war* ! 
Appeais The primate's laft letter had Jeft an im- 
to Rome'preffion on the mind of Henry, which public 
report had ílrengthened, and he wasalarmed 
left it might be follo\7{led by a [entence of 
interdiét on his territories, and excommu- 
nication on himfeJf. He ordered his barons 
and confidential friends to meet him at 
Chinon in Touraine; when he earnefily 
requefied tbeircounfel, and complained of 
Becket, who, (and he [aid it with tears,) 
" tore his body and foul from him." " But 
" you are all traitors," exclaimed he," who 
" \viII take no pai ns to free rI?e from the 
" annoyanc
 of that man/' - The baRy 
charge roufed the archbilhop of Rouen, 
who gent]y checked its intemperance. But 
the artful and politic Arnulph of Lifieux 
advifed, as the only meafure which could 
avert the impending fentence, that the 
king íhould interpofe an appeal, in his own 
name, to the pope. He aírented. And 
thus, fays, the hifiorian, while Henry, by 
his ancient cuflon s, wilhed to fupprefs the 
right of appeal, himfelf, in his own defence, 
þad recourfe to it t.- The bifhop of Seez 
and Lifieux were infiantly difpatched to 
lJotify this appeal to the primate; but he, 
a few 
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a fc\v days before had left Pontigny, wh
n BOOK II. 
they returned to the king. 66 
His apprehenfions were \vell founded. Th; p;i.. 
Becket had determined to excommunicate mate pre.. 
h " d h " b I S .iT. nounces 
J m an IS a ettors.- n 011100S were his cen- 
I forne churches of great repute, but one, in fur
s. 
partjcular, dedicated to St. Draufinus, the 
patron of combatants. To this placç many 
champions, even from difiant countries, 
re[orted; for it "vas believed, that, that tbe 
proteé1ion of the faint could render them 
invincible. At the eve of a fpiritual com- 
bat, the primate, therefore, repaired to 
Soiffons; and there he Vias, when the 
king's n1eifengers did not find him at Pon- 
tigny. Three nights, in the true fpirit of 
chivalry, did he \vatch before the altars of 
the faints, and then returned, full of holy 
ardour, and armed for battle. It was in 
the church of V ezelay
 not far from his 
convent, on Whitfunday, that he meant to 
pronounce the [cntence: but two days be- 
fore, a meffengcr from the French king 
informed him, that I-Ienry was dangerouíly 
ill. The a\\-ful ceremony, in his regard, it 
was thought proper to defer. 
On the morning of the fefiivaI, fame 
had dra\vn together a great concour[e of 
people. The archbif110p afcended the 
puJpit, and preached. At the cJofe a fo- 
lemn paufe enfued; when the torches \ìVere 
extinguiíhed ;-the bells tolled ;-the crof- 
fes 
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BOOK II. r
s were inverted; and he pronounced 
- 1166. -- his anathemas. .He exco
m
njcated .John 
. of Oxford, for hIS behavIour 1D the dIet of 
Wurtfbourg, for having aífociated with 
fchifrriatics, and for intrufion into the 
deanery of SaliíburYII He excommunicated 
Richard, the archdeacon of Poitiers, for a 
fÏmilar communion with fchifmatics, and 
for machinations againft the church. He 
excommunicated Hugh de St. Clare, Tho- 
mas Fitz-Bernard, and Ranulph de Broe, 
for having feized the poffeffions of the 
church of Canterbury, and all thofe who 
hereafter íhould dare to lay their hands on 
her poífeffions lI He excommunicated Rich- 
ard de Lucy, and Joceline de Baliol, as the 
favourers of the king's tyranny, 
nd the 
contrivers of thofe heretical pravities, the 
cufioms of Clarendon. The cuftoms he 
then read, and condemned, particularly 
ûx of them; he annulled the fiatute 
whereby they were enaéted, he excommu- 
nicated all perfons whatfoever who íhould 
abet, obferve, or enforce them, and he 
abfolved the bifuops from the oath they 
had taken. He named the king; menti- 
oned the letters he had written, and the 
meffengers he had rent to him; and he 
now publicly called on him to repent, and 
to make fatisfdB:ion for the injuries he had 
done to the church; or that fpeedily the 
fentence, they had heard pronounced, 
íþ.ould fall on his head *.- Thus ended 
this afioniíhing fcene. 
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The effetts of thefe cenfures \vere, in BOOK II. 
'* 
lTlany cjrcQmfianc
s, feriouíly alarming, 
 166. 
as they reached to the concerns of civil life. 
Not only was 
n excoffiIllunicated man 
ihut out from all the offices and benefits 
of religion; but he be
ame aq alien in fo- 
ciety. Jntercourfe ceafççl; his friends 
1urned their backs; and to þid him God 
fpeed! was to partake of his gu ilt, and in- 

ur his punjí11ment. Therefore did 
crowned þeads fear it mofi, unlefs their 
power and influence were able to avert its 
cffetts. for t
ey alfo, under this anathe
 
ma, \vere.l)ot approached by their fervants, 
confulted by their minifters, or obeyed by 
their fubjetts. Befides, it was often ac- 
companied by a fentence of depofition; 
and vvhen this was not the c4[e, fiiIl much 
diforder was the obvious confequence. 
The qifaffeBed and jIi-difpofed availed 
themfelves of the cirçumfiance, to prac- 
tiCe their defigps with impunity, and to fo- 
ment rebelljon
 The neighbouring princes 
alfo did not neglea the favourable oppor
 
tunity, whether of retaliation, or of con- 
quefi, while the allegiance of the fubjeé1s 
i1aod thus fufpended. We now fee why 
Henry was fa much alarmed, as even to 
recur to the humiliating expedient of an 
,.. appeal to Rome. His potreffions on the 
French continent ,vere numerous, and the 
allegiance of the inhabitan-ts could be eafily 
í11aken, particularly as Louis, their fuze- 
fain pr f
preme lord, ,vas at hand, to whom 
p1any 
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BOOKII .many of the great barons were attached, 
.I "1.66, and who would encourage their difaffec- 
tion, and protett their arms. . That he 
urged the primate, from motives of ambi- 
tion or revenge, to excommunicate Henry, 
we may prefume; at leaft we know, from 
the circ,umfiance of his having informed 
him of the king's illnefs, tbat he was nO 
ftranger to his de(ìgn'! 
Having gone fo-far, the primate was 
not of a temper to relax fram his purpofe
 
He returned in hafte to Pontigny, and 
wrote to his fuffragans in England, and 
to Alexander, informing them of 'ìVhat he 
had done. From the latter he hopes to re- 
ceive a folemn confirmation of his mea- 
fures; and h
 orders the biíhops to attend 
to the execution of the cenfures he had 
pronounced. " Wbo doubts,)! fays he to 
them, "that the priefts of Chrifi 
re the 
" fatbtrs and mafters of kings, and princes, 
.( and of all the faithful * f" -So far was the 
hl1mility of the gofpel, and the Jowly 
fpirit of its founder, abforbed in the pride 
òf fpurions canons and the wild maxims of 
the age! But they were the maxims of the 
age, and a man of unaftetted probity might. 
then maintain them. 

he
ng- Nor ,",.as the king, ön his fide, idle. 

fh bl- He rent orders into England, that all COID- 
J.uops ap- .. I · 
peal. and munIcatlon, under the feverefi pena tIes, 
addre
s ceafe \vith the arèhbifuop; that the ports 
the pn- b 
mM
 e 
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be diligently watched; and that the pre-BOOK II 
lates o( his realm immediatel y renew 
. 1 166. 
their appeal to Rome.. Theyaírembled 
at London, and with them many abbots, 
and inferior per[ons; when it was refolv 
ed, in the form of a remonfirance, to appeal 
to the pontiff, and to fignify the fame 
by letter to the primate. The biíhops of 
Exeter and, Rochefter refufe.d to figo it; 
and Henry o( Winchefier excufed hirnfelf, 
faying, "that he was fummoned by the 
" fovereign bifhop, (meaning his maker,) 
" and that he would not appeal." - The 
remonfirance to Alexander is artful and 
impofing. " .I
 muO: be within your holi-- 
" n
fs's recoIleélion," fay they, ,
 that, now 

' fame tiWe ago, you admoniíhed OUf king 
" to correa forne abufes in his realm, \\.hich 
'

 difpleafed youo With refpéa he receiv 
"ed your injunél:ions, declaring that, 
" agreeably 
to the judgment.of his church, 
" he "vas ready to reform all diforders; 
" for, indeed, orthodox as he is in faith, 
" true to his marriage vows" and firenuous 

' in the ca ufe of j ufiice, he hà
 no wiíhes 
" but what tend to the extirpation of fcan- 
" da]s, and to the efiabliíbment of gene 
.. '- 
" ral concord. He knew. that the p."ace 
" of his realm ,vas fomet
mes difturbcd by 
"the enormous exceffes of churchmen. 
"Not to i
fringe their prrvileges, he, re.. 
" ported 
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BOOK II. " ported thefe crimes to the biíhops, their 
66 "ecclefiafiical judges. They punifhed 
II · "them conformably to their canons. But 
. (, this puniíhment of degradation, the 
" king deemed inadequate to the offence, 
"(homicide for infiance,) and infufficient 
" for the public [ecurity. Hence, between 
" the clergy and his majefiy, arofe a holY 
"flrife, from the pure intention of both 
"parties, excufeable, we' hòpe, before 
" God: the one contending for the ar- 
"rang
ment divinelY ejlabl(jhed, and the 
" other zealous to reprefs fin, and to ex- 
" tend the bleffings of peace. His majefiy 
" ,vas therefore dcÍÌrous to coHea: the an- 
" cient cufioms, which had been obferved 
" by the clergy, ìn the reigns of his pre- 
"deceffors, and to make them public, that 
"all contention might ceafe. This was 
" done. The moft ancient among the 
" bifhops and the nobles of the land, on 
IC on oath, produced thefe cufioms, and 
" they were publiíhed.. And this is novt, 
" far and near, proclaimed to be the king's' , 
" cruelty againfi the church of God; this 
" is called his perfecution; and the maJe- 
" volence of his \vorks.-But, 1hould thofe 
IC cufioms contain any thing, dangerous to 
'confcience, or diíhonourable to the 
"church, he has long ago, in obedience 
"to you, promifed to correa it by the 
"judgment of his own church. The 
U peace \ve ,villi for, holy father, we had 
" befG>re this time, obtained, had not the 

' provocation 



OF KIN G HEN R Y II. 


20 7 


", provocation of our lord of Canterbury BOOK II. 
"roufed anew the king's ang
r, ,
hich 1166. 
"\vas fiilled, and nearly extlnguIfhed. 
" From him \ve hoped for concord and the 
" recovery of loft favour. Inftead of ad- 
" monitions and gentle words, whereby he 
,,' might have overcome, har.1h}
 and i.fre- 
"verently he has aífailed hJrn In furIous 
"letters, which breathe not the benevo- 
" lence of a tatber, nor the patience of a 
"biíhop. He threatened him with excom- 
" munication and his realm with aò inter- 
"dia. Nor did he flop there. The king's 
" f pecial friends, the firfi noblemen of the 
U realm, his confidential minifiers, in 
" \vhofe hands are his own and the public 
"concerns, he has excommunicated, not 
"cited before him, not confcious of any 
" crime, not convißed of any, not per- 
u mitted to make their defence. Even 
" lately he [ufpended the biíhop of Salif- 
" bury, without any judicial procefs, or 
" our participation. Of fueh proceedings 
" what muil be the event? Either that the 
" concord between the kingdom and the 
" priefihood íhall be broken, and we, with 
" our clergy, be exiled; or, which heaven 
" avert! that we renounce obedience to 
" you, and join the fchifm. To avoid fo 
" great evils, "ye ha ve appealed to your 
"holinefs againfl: any ordinances of the 
"archbiíhop, which may affeB: tbe king, 

, the realm, us, or our éhurches; and we 
" have named the feaft of the AfcenÍÌon 
" next 
J 
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ßQOKII." next, for the term to our appeal. Ra- 
I 66 "ther we fubnlit to be humbled under 
1 · "your injunt1ions, whatever they may be, 
" than . from day to day, viithout any 
"caufe, to be tortured by the paffion of 
" our haughty primate '*." 
How far the firfi part of this rernon- 
fiance accords with the truth of hifiorv, 
as before related, the reader mufi: be co
- 
petent to judge. It was little calculated 
to impofe. on the pontiff: who had himfe1f 
feen, and fQrmally condemned the confti- 
tutions of Clarendon. The relnainder is 
ãll penned in firong fpirit of enmity to 
the prit1]ate. We had not before heard of 
the fufpenfion of the biíhop of Sali1bury; 
but it "vas for having adrnitted John of 
Oxford to the deanery of his church t. 
Their qddrefs to the primate is in a 
fimilar fiyle, the fubfiance of \1vhich is: 
That they had hoped, by humility and 
prudence, he \yould have repaired the 
diforders \vhich his fudden retreat had oc- 
cafioned, and that the news thev l1ad 
heard of his \vay of life, in retir
ment, 
had given them comfort; that the fruits 
of fuch behaviour \yould have been, in- 
deed, falutary: but that nO\i\T, his late at- 
tack on the king had reached their ears, 
which mull for ever bani1b peace, and ge- 
nerate contention. They' deÍÌre hiln to 
ref1eét on the end he has in vic\iv, and to 
" confider, 
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,
onfider, whether the means he has adopt- BOOK II. 
ed can lead him to it. 'They counfel him 11'66. 
as their father, not to create new difficul- 
ties, but, ceafing from threats, to try the 
effetlg of patience and hUlniIity. "It 
U ,,"ould ha ve been belter," they tell hinl, 
'c to have aimed at praife by the poverty, 
"he had voluntarily embraced, than to 
" have incurred the general cenfure of in- 
"gratitude. The vvorld cannot forget, 
" how kind the king \vas to you, to what 
" glory he rai fed you fronl a lo\v candi- 
" tion, and took yon. fa near to his heart, 
"that, fro111 the northern ocean to the 
"Pyrenean Hills, his 
"ide dominions 
" were fubjetl to you. They only \\1'ere 
f:' deemed happy, \vho found favour in 
" your fight. And becaufe earthly ho- 
"nours are liable to fade, he \vould fix 
" you in the immediate concerns of Goèt 
" Í-lis mother di!ruaded, the nation loudly 
I' objeéted, the church, as far as might 
" he, fighed and groaned, but he left no 
" means untried to eífed your exaltation, 
"hoping that his reign \tYQuId become 
" lTIOre profperous, ap.d that by your aid 
ç, and counf
l nothing vvoul"l difi:urb his 
"repofe. Have fome concern then for 
" your o\vn faHle, and by fl1bmiHìon and 
" l
indnefs firive to conquer." 
If their achnonitions ha \.(- no cffe<:t, 
they hope that the interefi of the church 
and of the pontiff may move him. For 
\vhat; if, provoked by him, the king t 
VOL. I. P whom 
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BOOK II.whom fo many nations obey, íhould \vith- 
dra\v his obedience? He has been [olicit- 
1 166. 
ed, they fay, by gifts and prornifes; but 
has flood firm on the rock, fpurning, \\lith 
a great foul, an that the world could of- 
fer. They fear that refentment may alone 
be able to overcome him i and íhould he 
be the occafion, torrents mull ever flow 
from his eyes. But his wife counfellors, 
perhaps, exhort him to ufe his po'\ver 
againfl: the l{ing and his fubjeéts. That 
po\ver, they obferve, is formidable to 
obflinate finners, \vhich his majefty, the.y 
pronounce, is not, though he may have 
often fallen. He confults, they fay, the 
good of his people, and the peace of the 
church; and therefore he requires, that 
the refpeét \yhich ".as íhe\
.rn to his pre- 
deceffors be 111ewn to hirnfelf; that he had 
promifed to refer the matter in litigation 
to the judgment of his church; and for 
,vhat then had he merited eccleÍÌafiical 
cenfures ? Thev entreat, that he will I 
J 
proceed \vith caution, and ,yith paterñal 
gentlenefs; they mention" \\"ith indigna- I 
tion, the fufpf'nfion of the bifhop of SaJif- ; 
bury; and they announce their appeal to j 
Rome :j(:. 
The pri- The primate an[vrered in a long and 
mate an- laboured, but a full and jufiificatory, ad- 
{\vers. drefs, \vhich to give entire is unneceffary, I 
and to abridge is difficult.-UnexpeBedJy, 
ne 
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he fays, he had received their epifile, BOOK II. 
v\'hich, he cannot perfuade himfelf
 was 1166. 
vvritten with their general approbation: 
that it contained more of fatire than of 
confolation ; and, he thinks, was diétated 
rather by command, than fuggefted by 
17ie\vs of charity. He reproaches them 

7ith their little zeal for the liberty of the 
church, and for their o\vn real intereft. 
They turned their backs in the day of 
battle, and he had \vaited till God perhaps 
might have infpired them \vith better 
courage: m3Y he take the v'ei-l from their 
hearts, that they may kno\v their duty! 
If, ÍÌnee the day of his promotion, he had 
injured anyone of them, let him fpeak: 
he wöuld make him ample reparation. 
But if not; why had 
hey thus deferted 
him?: He exhorts them to repent, to re- 
join the banners of the church, and \vith 
him {toutly to oppófe her enemies.-He 
j-ufiifies his flight from Englan&, \vhlch, 
after the in 1 ufiiee and violence their o\vn 
.J 
eyes had beheld at Northampton, \",as be- 
come nece{[ary, in order to fecure his o\yn 
life, and to pùrfue h'is appeal; had not 
his retreat been Judden, as they call it, it 
\vou]d have been impeded. "B-llt if it 
"occafiolled at!) diJòrders," he remarks, 
c, his te the blänle, \;'\"ho caured it. I pre- 
" fented myfelf in the court of his holi- 
" ners; I laid. before him the injuries 
" "vhich myfelf and the church had fûf- 
" fered; I explained the motive of my 
P 2- " appe.al,. 
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BOOK n. " appeal, and of my journey: but no one I 
J 166. "appeared to anf\ver me, or to urge any 
" thing againfi me. Soon, ho\vever, my 
" [ervants were forbidden tc! obey me in 
" their temporal concerns, or to fend me 
" any fupplies, ,vithout an order from the 
"king, by the fenteI1cc, fcem
, of my 
" lords of York and London. Without 
" judgment pronounced againfi me, ,vith- 
"out caufc, to the prejudice of my ap- 
"peal, the church of Canterbury, my 
"friends, myfelf, \Jyere defpoiled ; clergy, 
"laics, men \vith their "vives, "vornen 
"with their children, vrere indi[crimi- 
" nately profcribed. The eflèas of the 
"church \yere confifcated to the royal 
" treafury: one part of the money ,\
7as 
" applied to. the king's ufe, and the other 
" to yours, jf I have heard rightly, my 
"brother of London, and to that of 
" vou r ch urch. If fö, I order you to re- 
"flore it \vithin forty days. "On \"hat 
"grounds are thefe ufurpations jufiified ? 
" Is it, perhaps under the pretext oÍ an 
" appeal? See to '\vhat you expofe your- 
"[elves and your churches, if they '\
. ho 
" invade their fights be permitted thus to 
"cover their enormitics."-He 
dvi[es 
them to take care how- they lead others 
into error, by alIov;ing a prerogative to 
princes, which is not theirs, and by con- 
founding the difiintt fights of church and 
fiate: and he admoniílles thCLTI not to hold 
I 
truth from the king, left he peri!h in his 
evil 
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evil doings. He that has authority to BOOK. II. 
diífemble, he fays, may do it; for his part, 1166. 
he will not incur the guilt. 
" You declare, that: at my promotion, 
"the nation loud(y objelled, and that the 
" church groaned. And do you kno\v then 
" \yhat :íhould be the truthful charaé1er of 
" the \vords of a priefl? Good God !. fure- 
" ly the meanefi peafant would bluíh to 
" fay ita AfK your own con[ciences; re- 
"collea the nlanner of my eleétion, the 
" con[ent of all whom it regarded, the 
" aífent of the king fignified by h;s fan 
" and by his meírengers, and of the prince 
" himfelf \vith all th
 nob)es of the realm. 
"" If anyone of tbenl eontr3diaed it, if he 
'
oppofed it in any thing, let him fpe
d
 
" who knows it, \vho is confcious of it. 
" If any particular m111, indeed, ,vas in 
"his o\vn heart troubled, let him not 
,., therefore fay, thdt an injury was done 
" to the kingdom and to the church. i\s. 
" to you rfel ;es: confider t he Ie ttcrs \v h ieh, 
" with the king, you all rent to the pope, 
"earnefi)y requefiing the pIlI1Ù/,lJl (the 
s
 archiepifcopaI mantle) for me, \vhich 
" V\ras granted. This is the truth." -" His 
,,; majefiy," you fay, " raii
d me to errli- 
" nence frOln a lmv conditjoll. fndècd, I 
" did not [pring fro01 royal ancefiars: but 
., I \vould rather be he, \vhom grca tnefs 
" of foul !hall ennoble, than he who dege- 
" Berates from the blooJ of his fath
rs. 
" S1Y I \vas born in a-poor cottage: y
t, 
" bv 
., 
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n OOK II ." by the kindnefs of he
yen, in my low 
1166. " conditio
, before I eQtered into the king's 
" fervice, I liv
d am
ng 
y nè
gþþour
 
" of every defcr
 ption, a
 you welJ knO\iV, 
" in fufficiept a;Ruence and \\'ith hoqour
 
" David was but a í4epher9's boy, and 
c: Peter, called from his nets, was raifed 
" to tqe prirnacy in tqe ch

ch 'of Chrifi. 
" By his blooq he acquired a cro\vn iri 
" hea ven, and his IJa!lle is gloriou
 upon 
"earth. \Ye are the fucce

rs of Peter, 
" and not of Cæfar. With what vie\i\'s 
" the king fought my prqrnotioq, God 
" befi knows. His own heart can teli 
',' , 
" hin1: bpt wnat hi
 dut
es are, I, 
? 
y 
" office direé1s me, v-.oill lay b
for
 þim, 
" ,,-yith fame feverity, but rnqre finçer
ly 
" than they, 
ho fta
ter þim with lies. 
" The blows of a fri
nd ar
 preferab
e to 
" the trea
her
us ki
es of an çne
y. 
" y o
 cþarg
 'me with ipgratitude. It is 
to' the motive Which ëopftitutes th
 c
ime" 
.., I kllow \ivhat I owe 
o 
he 
ipg, 

 his 
" vaíral anq his [
bjea; and if I have en- 
" deayopred tq 
ur1l; bim from pis evil 
" ways," I ha ve 'rathe
 merited his thanks, 
" thaI1 defervec1 to I b
 called \]
gratefut 
" At all eyents, I more fear t9 be 
ngrate": 
" ful to him, 
ho is the. !patter 9f t
S all
 
" and who threatens thofe \vith l1is indig- 
" nation, \vbo mifufe the po"yers ,yith 
" vvhich he has entrufied thern.
' 
As to their ÎnfÏnua tion, that his condué1: 

ight imp
llh
 
ing to jo
n th
 

hifm : fi he 

 ' tru s, 
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"tr.uns, that no temporal motive can dra\v BOOK II.. 
him from his alle g iance to the church; "'- 6 1 
I 16 . 
that in him it ,\.ould be more criminal, as 
it \vould in vol ve many in his guilt. The 
thought íhould be entertained by no one, 
much lefs by a biihop: let them[elves be 
aware therefore left their \vords infufe poi- 
fon into others, and their o\vn deíigns be 
manifefied.- The church, they nfed not 
fear, \viII gain ftrength from "opprcfIion ; 
they may tremble, ,",
ho reek her ruin.- 
In the fufpenfion of the biíhop of Saliíbu- 
ry, no judicial procefs \vas req u iíìte, be- 
caure his crime \vas notorious. Such is the 
efiabliíhed order. He admitted John of 
Oxford to the deanery of þis church, after 
a folemn prohibition from him[elf.and the 
pope. 
Their appeal, he then tells them, is nu- 
gatory, becanfe, in their oV/n regard, they 
ha ve no cau fe to fear-; but if they think 
thereby to fufpend his la\vful authority, 
1hould an occafion be given, fueb as that 
be jufl mentioned, it murt be deemed fub- 
verÍÌ ve of all canonical right. "God for- 
bid," fays he, " that I íhould attempt any 
" thing inordinate againil my king or his 
" l{ingdom, againfi you and yourchurches." 
-If it be in the king's name they appealed; 
\vhat interefi can they have to impede the 
çourfe of j ufiiee, \vhen the liberty of the 
çhurch is at flake, and the vindication of 
its rights againfi rapine and oppreffion? 
. He remarks, ho\y irregu1ar aU their pro- 
ceedings 
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BOOKII. cecdings had been, when, after their mu- 
1166. tual appeal at Northampton., which íhould 
have fufpended every profecution, him- 
felf and his friends had been defpoiled, 
and lately an edié1 publiíl1ed denouncing 
prifoI1 or mutilation againfl all, 

ho íhould 
entertain his'lne{fengers, or -receive his in- 
flruéliolls. Some ot them, he fays; he has 
reafon to fufpe3, if not all: they are not 
therefore qualified to judge bet\veen him. 
and the king. : '.: 
- He concludes: " May my Icing lifien to 
" the requefi of his fervant, to the counfel 
" of his - hiíhop, to the exhortation of_ his 
" father; that God may blefs him, and.. 
(, prolong -his days, and the- years of his' 
"children 'Unto many ages!" Under him, 
" as
 a
 1{]!.1"g mofi Chrifii-an, nlay the church 
" enjoy"peace and-liberty: may the Reman 
" fee - eXêrci(e that right \Nitbin his realm, 
" which 
e]Öngs to her, an
' fhe I has in 
" other kingdoms I To the chtìrch of Can- 
" terbury and to me Y let him reflore our 
" pri vileges; \vith peace and fecurity, and' 
" the poírcíIions \ye ha ve 10ft. . Then, llD- 
" cler hinl, I \'Vill ferve my God. ,vithout 
" fear; and as he ',vilIs, fo he !hall ufe my 
" fervices, faving th
 honour of God, and 
'.' of the Roman church, and of my order. 
" rrhofe are the royal dignities, and the 
"excellent la\Ns, for \vhich .a chrifiian 
"king íhould petition, and \vhich he 
" íhould obferve.-And to you, lllY bre- 
" thren, I have not v.'"ritten to bring íhanle 
" to 
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U to any of you; but that, convinced by BOOK II. 
" my arguments, you may be willing and 1166. ' 
" be able, with greater force and courage, 
" to perform your dutiçs. The effett will 
"bring a fpeedier peace to me, and am- 
(( pIer liberty to the church. Pray heaven, 
"for me, that, in this tribulation, my 
" faith may not be íhaken. Fare ye well 
" in the Lord '* 1" 
Viewing the bilhop of London, as theWrices 
real author of the add refs from his fufFra-
fy. to 
gans, to which he had jufi replied, Becket, 0 lot. 
in the warmth of refentrnenr, wrote to 
l)im. The letter is in fubfiance, the fame 
as that I have given, only more pointed, 
more fevere, and more animated. Foliot 
he confidered as his declared enemy, and as 
the engine \vhich gave Illation to the whole 
feries of oppreffion: as fuch he addreífes 
him.-Afioniíhing, indeed, he fays, it is, 
that a man of his erudition and calling, 
íhould be fneb an enemy to trnth and juf- 
tice, as to willi, by every means, to over- 
thro\v the church: that the attempt prov- 
ed the derangement of his mind, for it rG- 
fembled a man who íhould tie a firing 
round a huge mountain with intent to pull 
jt dov;n. " You may think," he obferves, 
" tha t anger or di11ike dit1ated this fevere 
"refleé1ion. Bv no means: your own 
l' letter fuggefl
d it." Which, he tells 
bim, is. of the fcorpion-make, v
"ith a fii
g 
In 


. 1."' 
....p. J 21. 
, 
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BOOK II. in th.e tail, profeffing, at firfi, great fub- 

 IJ66. 
iffion and obedience, and then appea
- 
. Ing that he may not obey. And yet, thIs 
very obfiacle to obedience, he can uo- 
bluíbingly term a remedy I "The repulf- 
" es, you have twice experienced in that 
" quarter, (Rome,) might, I think, have 
"checked this for\vardnefs, \vhen you 
"tried in vain the force of entreaties, of 
"prefents, of threats, and of promifes. 
" But a third attelnpt may perhaps be n10re 
"" fuccefsful, for,,\vhich you ha ve allo\\yed 
., vonrfelf almoft t\vel ve months." 
.of 
" ils to the king's fa vours," he fays, 
" \vhich you have fet before my eyes in a 
" large heap, it 
.as a ufelefs labour. For 
" I call God to witnefs, that, under the 
" fun there is nothing fo dear to me as his 
" favour and well being; provided the 
" concerns of religion and the church be 
"unimpaired. Without this his reign 
c., èannot be happy or fecure. All then 
c, you have [aid of his royal bounty to file, 
" I am ready to allow: I know, indeed, 
.c' that his kindnefs has been greater, than 
" even you have cornmemorated. But for 
.
, this was I to façrifice the liberty of the 
" church? Much lefs for my own reputa- 
"tioo, \vhich you are plea fed to obferve, 

, has fuffered by the imputation of ingra.. 
"titude. Should a.n angel from heaven 
" ad vife diilirnulation to me, I would tell 
l' him to begone; that l1e kne\v not the 

'
hings of God." -If the king's mother 
diífuaded 
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qiífuaded his promo
ion, he can only f-ay, BP OKI 1. 
that it was not publicly known. But 1166. 
 
there might, he fignificantJy remark
, be . 
fOine ecclefiafticaJ perfons, who, 
ifap- 
pointed in their hop
s, did repine on the 
occafion; and who' kno\vs, but they may 

e the authors and advjfer
 of th
 prefent 
unhappy diffentiqns ? 
. " But yoù very cqnfidentJy affert, that 
t' the king has e
er be
n difpofep to make 
" fatisfaé1ipp: then anfwer to a few quef.. 
'
 tions ;" '
nd he detaiI
 the [ufferjqgs of 
his friend
, (
a
y qf 
hQm Were even ig
 
porant pf thç cqntroverfy,) of his family, 
qf himfe
f, é;lnd qf the church pf Canter- 
bury. I 

 And not to repair thefe evils, 
" and d
ily to 
dd to the
, {ball 
t be call- 
'
cd fatisfaGiQJ1 r aut perhaps tq comply 

'\vith the defires of tqe malevolent is 
,
 \\"h
t yq
 term fatisfaé1ion." He \vrites, 

hat the king "70111d abide by the judg': 
ment of his realm; as if, he fays, the con- 
cerns of the church were amenable to that 

ribunaL ',
 IVty' b\rother; rather \.lfe your 
" interefi in perfuadiQg him to preferve the 
" peace of the church, not to covet thof
 

, things' whiGh do not appçrtain to his ad- 
cc minif1:ration, to hQnour the priefis ofGod
 
"and not to mind who they are, but 

' whofe fervants they are. This would 
'
 be better for vau both." 
l\tlentioniQg {pe fufpenfion of the bifho.p 

f Saliíbury, he obferves: "But at this," 
you í:'\y, "you are alarmed. What? 
" do
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BOOICI!. " does the fire in your neighbour's houfe 
66 "make you tremble! 
f fo, be alarmed to 
11 . "forne purpofe for the evil you have done. 
"And then intimate to th
 king, that 
" God has efiabliíhed t\VO diflinét powers 
" upon earth, one fpiritual, the other tem- 
" poral; and that the fights of neither can 
" be infringed, without oppofing the or- 
" der of heaven.-On another occaíìon, 
" reCOffilnend to him the behaviour of the 
"emperor Confiantine to his biíhops, 
",vhich hifiory has recorded, and which 
" merits to be imitated." -He concludes, 
by feriouí1y entreating him and the other 
bilhops, not to permit fchifms to di vid
 
them, or fecret malice to cloud their minds, 
but to aim to acquire one heart and one 
foul in the Lord. "Nor Jet us forget that 
" tremendous judge, before whofe tribu- 
" nal, the fear of earthly power and aU 
" reliance on it then removed, truth alont 
" {hall plead our caufe 
." . 
To this fpirited and farcafiic addrèfs 
which íhe,vs that neither the aufierities of 
Pontigny, nor its heavenly contemplati- 
ons, had unedged the primate's re[ent- 
ment, Gilbert is [aid to have replied. The 
reply lay, for centuries, enveloped in its 
own dufi; but it "vas difcovered, and on 
it has been built a life of Becket t, con- 
tradié1ed by the notorious faBs of hifiqry, 
by the declarations of his fuffragans, in 
fom
 


... E.p. 108. 
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{orne infiances, and by other ,vitneíTes, in BOOI{ II. 
aU, and by the well-known charaB:er of 66 
the man. I cannot admit it here; but it 11 . 
íhall have its place *. 
The king, in the mean time, had fentIs driven 
an embaífv to Rome, not fo much with af p rom t " ny 
.. on Jg . 
view of profecuting the appeal he had aI1- 
nounced at Chinon, as to [ooth the ponti
 
to bribe the cardinals, and to procure a de- 
putation of two legates from his holinef
, 
on terms mofi favourable to himfelf. At 
-the head of this embaify, to the furprife of 
all men, \\ras John of Oxford, nct..v dean 
of Saliibury, then excommunicated, de- 
nounced as a fchifmatic at Rome, and the 
notorious enemy of Alexander and the pri- 
!nate. The c'vent, ho\\'cver, \viII fhevt.. 
how ,viCe was the choice of I-Ienry.-See- 
iog "vith pain the undifiurbed life \vhich 
his enemy ,vas permitted to lead at Pontig- 
ny, in the arms of the Cifiercia n ordc r, and 
proteé1ed by Louis, Henry fent a letter to 
the general chapter at Citeaux, forbidding 
thelTI to harbour him any longer, if the}r 
"\1alued the lands and houfes they poßèíTed 
in his territories. The prim:1te gencrouf- 
Iy \1Vithdre,V'. But the French 
 n10narch 
difpatched a nobleman, \\,ith three hun- 
dred men, to efcort him: "Let hilTI corne 
{C to me," faid he, "and ex perience træ 
" benevolence of my people;" requefiing, 
at the fame time, he \vould chufe the 
place 


· See ,.1pp
ndix ii. 
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BOOK II. place of his refidence. He chofe ,Sens, or 
rather, the convent or St. Colu'mba near 
1166. 
its walls, which he entered, and waS re- 
ceived with joy, the biíhop of the city and 
its people welcouling his arrival. It was 
the month of November *.- This further 
infia"nce of vindiðive profecution, ftill more 
exalted the fame of the fufferer, and, as 
the appeal was pending, it was deemed a 
glaring violation of efiablj-{hed equity. The 
meafure "vas barbarous and inlPolitic. 
John of Triumphant in his embaífy, John of 
Oxford.s Oxford now returned from Rome. He 
emba{[y. proclaimed, as he paífèd the towns, that 
t\VO legates would foon follow, to give 
glory to Henry, and to humble his haughty 
adverfary. In truth, the gold of his maf- 
ter he had largely difiributed with both 
hands, and but fe\v of the facred college 
had refufed it t.. They efpoufed hii caufe. 
-Admitted to the prefence of the pope, 
he firfi f\vore, that, \vhen he was at 
W urtzburg, in the diet of the empire, he 
had done nothing againfi the faith of the 
church, or the honour and interefi of his 
holinefs. He then prefented a letter from 
the king. It [poke the bearer's praifes, 
and entreated that all credit. íhould be 
given to his vvord. "In my mailer's name 
"then," [aid the embaiTador, "I [ubmit 
" the controverfy concerning the cufioms 
" of England, which has fo long fubfifled 
" between 


, 
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"between him and the primate, to the BOOK II. 
"judgment of your holinefs: confirm 1166. 
" them, or annul them, as it {hall [cern 
" beft; and prefcribe the terms of peace.'" 
The extraordinary declaration was folIo\ved 
by another oath; 'v hen he prayed that le- 
gates might be fent, ,vith fun po\vers, to 
hear the appeaJs, and terminate all dif- 
putes. "The difference," he then [aid, 
I "bet\yeen the king and our archbifhop, 
" might, I think, be accommodated, were 
(C there an honefi man to mediate. To 
" the utmofi I \vill exert my poor abilities." 
The infidious offer ,vas believed. "i\nd 
no\v," concluded he, "the deanery of Sa- 
"liíbury, for \vhich I have fo much fuf- 
" fered, I refign to your holinefs." Alex- 
aDder, naturally ÍÌncere and unfufpicious, 
\\:"as deceived by thefe irnpofing profeffions, 
accompanied, probably, by the acclama- 
tions of the cardinals, and he granted all 
- he aíked. He abfolved him from the fen- 
tence of excommunication pronounced by 
the primate, he reinflated him in the dea- 
neryof SaEíbury, and he promifed that 
legates fhould be fent, naming one, in 
particu1ar, whom I-Ienry had requefted. 
As a final mark of favour, he prefented 
him \vith a ring, and difmiífed him *..- 
He brought letters, confirming, in part, 
his boafiing aífertions, which fufpendcd 
the pO\iVers of the archbiího?, till the 
whole 


· Joan. Sari1b. ep. 97, 9 8 , 163, apud Baron. 
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BOOK II. whole cau[e, as it regarded himfelf and 
1166. the king, and the appeal of the biíhops, 
íhould be examined, and canonicaIly de... 
cided by the legates * . 
Nothing could exceed the afioniíhment 
of the primat.e and his friends, when this 
humiliating nevvs reached them. He wrote I 
]etters, expre!Iìve of firong indignation, 
cenfl;1ring the weak pliancy of the ponti
 
and the venality of the facred college. " If 
" the reports be true," \vrote Becket to a 
friend, "he has not only choked and 
" firangled me; but himfelf, all eccleÍÌaf- 
" tics, and the two churches of France 
" and England." Louis ,vas not Jefs ir- 
ritated, and he declared that the legates 
ihould not enter his kingdom. "Had he 
" fent them," faid he, "to take the crov
-n 
" from my head, I fhould not have been 
" more troubled;" alluding to the fufpen- 
1Ìon of Becket's legatine powers, 'and his 
fubjeð:ion to the legatest.-Henry, and 
his courtiers, on the other hand, were not 
Jefs ela ted. ". I ha ve the pope and all the 
" cardinals in my purfe;" faid he, "nor 
" need you fear any of their threats;" and 
he then told them, from his ernbaírador, 
'\That cardinals had taken money, and by 
.. ,vhat means, they had been bribed 1. His 
chief defibo, it feems, was, to gain time, 
thinking 
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thinking that Alexander might die, in BOOK II. 
I which cafe, he \vould acknowledge no fuc- 1166. 
ceífor, who íhould not be favourable to his 
views: he aIfo hoped to procure the de- 
pofition of the archbiíhop. If he empow- 
ered John of Oxford to [ubmit the cufloms 
of Clarendon to the judgment of the 
pope, it ,vas, indeed, an extraordinary 
meafure, for \vhich the blind admirers of 
Henry mufi account. To me the whole 
tranfaéìion is mean and 1111princely.- 
I With regard to Alexander; he was un- 
doubtedly impofed on. His intentions 
were upright, a
d he hoped, by the con- 
ceffions he made, to conciliate all parties, 
and to procure peace to the church ofEng- 
land. Of all, whom the aétion concerned, 
he \
laS the freeil from blame, and even 
the king's agent could but fay he had, by 
his arts, deceived him. He pretended not 
that he had offered him gold; yet at the 
time, his exigencies V\ 1 ere great, and his 
alarms were greater. Frederic Barbaroífa, 
with his antipope, approached towards' the 
gates of Rome. 
Since the month of November, the em- 116 7. 
P eror, wi th a lar g e arm v, had been re- Aff: . f . 
. airs 0 
turned tnto Lombardy. To break thecOn-ltaly and 
federacyof Verona, or, at all events, to Rome. 
defoIate their territories, and to feat Paf- 
cal in the chair of St. Peter, \
laS his prin- 
cipal defign. His IT1inifier, the archbiihop 
of Cologne, he detached before him into 
the neighbourhood of Rome, \vhile him- 
VOL. I. Q [elf, 
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BOOKIl. felf, with the refl of his troops, ravaged 
116 7. the plains of Bcrgamo, and defiroyed many 
cafiles of the Brefcians. He then follow- 
ed; but Rina]do had made good ufe of his 
German foldiers, and of the treaf\]res he 
carried with him. To the firfi the towns 
had [ubmitted; and Rome, it feerned, 
would not long withfiand the powerful in- 
fluence of his gold. The venal people 
took money from both parties, and fuffi- 
ciently declared that they íbould have their 
feaJty who would reward it beft. Alex- 
ander was firongly patronized by Come no- 
bIe faInj]jes. The emperor was on his 
march> bJ
fiing, like the breath of pefii- 
Jence, the produétions of the eartb, and 
exatting from the people contributions and 
}}ofiages. He halted long in Romania, 
and then laid fiege to Ancona, which be- 
longed to the emperor of the eafi. The 
garrifon made a flout refifiance: and after 
three weeks he retired, under the fpecious 
difguife of a feigned capitulation. Apu- 
Jia, he meant, íhould next feel the terror 
of his arlllS; and it feemed, as, if his 
intention Vv.as to penetrate into th'e heart 
of the kingdom of Naples. Long, \'''e 
know, he had nleditated 
.ar againfi the 
new throne, \vhich the children of the 
Norman Tancred had ereéled there. But 
having advanced to the Tronto, he fud.. 
denly turned northward, [olicited by Paf- 
cal, whofe interefi for a time he had ne- 
gletled, 



OF KIN G HEN R Y II. 


227 


gleéled, and, \vith hi$. whole army, ap- BOOKII. 
peared within fight of Rome *. ; 16 7. 
Alexander, in the mean time, had re- 
I fifted the attacks of Rinaldo of Colpgne, 
I and oppofed his gold by greater larg
{fes to 
I the people. He alfo repaired the battered 
\valls, í1:rengthened the towers, armed the ci- 
tizens, and prepared for a vigorous de"!' 
fence. But Frederic loft no time. He 
aífaulted the cafile of St. Angelo, which 
the family of the pontiff defended, and 
the next day, with all his machioes, and 
the flower of his troops, opeped his attack 
on the church of St. Peter. It was well 
fortified, and well manned. Vain, for a 
'\vhole week, \tvere the efforts of the affai- 
lants. Their balijlæ had thrown darts, 

heir petrariæ fiones, their rams had batter- 
ed, and their moveable towers had affault- 
ed. On the eighth day, the Germans fet 
fire fo a church contiguops to that of St. 
Peter. The flames raged, and threatened 
univerfal defiruétion, when the befieged 
çapitulat
d. On Sunday, \vhich was. the 
following day, Pafcal, in gr
at pomp, en- , 
tered the churçh, wh
re he celebrated mafs
 
and put a golden vJreath round the brows 
of Frederic, th
 emblem of ijis patrician 
dignity. Butoo Tuefday, he was crowned 
as emperor, and with him Beatrix, his 
augufi con fort. It was now his \,"iíh rather 
by adçrefs and treaty, than by any further 
<2 2 efforts 
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BOOK II. efforts of force, to induce the Ronlans to 
adopt his meafures. I-lis minifiers held ' 
116 7. conferences \vith the nobles, and he fent 
a deputation to the cardinals, propofing 
that both the popes reíìgn the pontificate, 
and that a new one be chofen; adding 
that, there was no other method of refior- 
ing peace, and tbat himfelf, \vere the 
terms accepted, would no more interfere 
in the eleQion of the Roman biíhops. The 
propofal in general plea[ed; but the dig- 
nitaries of the church perenlptorily rejeé1ed 
it; and Alexander, quitting the Lateran 
palace, \vhere, till no\v, he had refided, 
was received by his noble friends into the 
towers they had fortified, in the heart of 
thecity" 
Novv did two galleys fecre.
Jy come up 
the Tiber, rent by the young king of5:- 
cily, \vho the year before had [ucceeded 
to his father, bringing treafure to AJex3n- 
cler, and commiíiìoned to refcue him from 
his perilous fiation. With !cars he thanked 
his nobIe benefaélof; accepted the money; 
but refufed to quit tne city. The galleys 
returned; and l\lexander, the fame day, 
difiributed his JJC\V \vealth, part to the Ìea- I 
clers of his 1 party, trufiing that it would 
bind them more firmly to his interefi, and 
part to the g:uards at the feveral gates. 
The en1peror ftill enlarged his ofièrs, and 
gained on the rnultitude. I-Ie prornifed to 
confirm 
he fenate, and to allo\v them 
many immunities through .all his domini- 
ons; 
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ons; in return, only af15ing for the rights 
oOK II. 
of their foverei g n for himfelf, and admif- 
116 7. 
fioo for his friend to the chair of St.. Peter. 
In defpair of longer fuccefs, Alexander was 
preva i led on to retire; and in a pilgri rn '8 
habit he efcaped, acconlpanied by fome 
cardinals, and after various journeys by 
fea and land, entered the city of Beneven- 
turn. The imperial minifiers then crofTed 
the Tiber, and received, in the nanlC of 
Frederic, the foJemn hOIT1age of the Ro- 
. man people. All did not fubmit; and 
many, while they con[ented to receive 
Pafcal within the wal1s, refufed to \vith- 
draw their obedience from Alexanòer.. 
The vifitation of heaven no\v came, 
fays the hiílorian. Great rains feU, fuc- 
ceeded by violent heats, and, in a fe\v 
days, a pefiilential fever attacked the im- 
perial army. It "'
as the beginning of the 
m<?nth of Llugufi. So furiouíly did the dj[- 
temper rage, that, within feven day
, a 
great part of the army pcriíhed, and \\
jth 
them many princes J prelates, and DobIes) 
vlho attended the expedition. Frederic 
retired, leaving the ÍÌck behind; but the 
contagion pur[ued him: more than t\yO 
thoufand d;ed on the march, and the fur- 
vivors, for many months, remained ,van 
and feeble. Through many difficulties, 
for thc. Lombards oppofcd his return, him- 
felf arrived in Pavia *. It is re]atcrl, th
t 
- the 
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BOOKiI.the bones of the German nobility, dried 
by boiling, were carried back to their own 
i 167. 
country" . 
No fooner had Frederic, in the preced- 
ing winter, öegun his march towards 
Rome, than the Lombard cities, whom 
new oppreffiòns daily irritated; entered in- 
to a more extehÍÌve confederacy. The 
Milanèfe 
ere invited tò join them; who, 
though difperfed in four villages and in ho- 
vels round their late city, had not, even 
in this ftatt, been permitted to breathe un- 
molefied. They acceded to the proþofaI ; 
when a general meeting took place, and 
the confederates bound themfelves by oath, 
to defend oné another againfi the oppreffion 
of the emperor and his minifiers. It was 
alfo agreed, that, on a certain day, they 
fhould reconduét the Milanefe into their 
deferted city; and remain with them, till 
they ,vere in a condition to protetl: them- 
felves. On the appointed day, the cities 
which were charged with this commiilion, 
fent ont their troops. They found the. 
Milanefe, in anxious expeB:ation, waiting 
their arrival, and a
 their head they enter- 
ed the ruins of the fallen city. AJl hands, 
in a moment, were employedll They 
cleared aVJay the. rubbiíh, open
d - the 
ditches, repaired the walls and de
oljíhéd 
towers; and, in a {hart time, houfes were 
made habitablè, and its riling baftions 10''''- 
ered 
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ered defiance. The confederates then fe- BOOK II. 
tired; but they ,\\Tere ordered to attack 
116j- 
forne places, devoted to the emperor, and 
particularly the caftle of Trezzo, deemed 
almoft impregnabíe, \vhere a vaft trea[ ure 
was kept_ The cafile \vas taken, ho\\'- 
ever, and burned to the ground. 
Thus were things ÍÌtuated, ",'hen Fre- 
deric returned from Rome. To recruit his 
enfeebled army, he called on the fe"i cities, 
\vhicþ remained in his obedience, to fend 
in their forces, and he afièmbled a diet of 
his friends. In great irritation, he expref- 
fed his anger; by name fummoned the 
confederated cities; ordered their hofiages 
to be hanged; pronounced the fentence of 
/;an, that is, of profcription againfi them s 
and throwing his glove into the air, de
 
fled them to arms. Colleéting then what 
troops he could, be laid wafie the lands of 
the allies; but tbey met him in the fieJd, 
oppofed his devafiations, and, near Pla- 
centia, offered him battle. He retreated 
precipitately, and íhut himfelf up within 
the walls of Pa via *. . 
Though the legates, for whom HenrYLegates 
had petiÜoned, had left Rorne as early as
urjve in 
h h f J h cl ' d . FrdDce, 
t e mont 0 anuary, t ey 1 not arrIve 
in Normandy before the end of fummer. 
They were t,,,"o cardinals, \Villiam of Pa- 
via, who has been already mentioned, 
and Otho of St. Nicholas. The amp1e 
po\Yers
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BOOK lI. powers, with which, at the infiigation of 
6 John of Oxford, they had been firfi en- 
J I 7. trufied, were, before their arrival, conÍÌ- 
derably abridged. To this, the letters of 
the primate and his friends, and the anger 
of the French monarch, \vhich I related, 
had moved Alexander. He therefore com- 
manded his embaffadors to effett a recon- 
ciliation, if poffible, bet\1\?een Henry and 
the arch biíhop, and, till that were done, 
not to touçh the other matters in debate. 
The boafiings of John of Oxford, gave 
great pains to the honeflïpontifl: He wrote 
to the primate, earneftly begging, that he 
would difpofe his mind for concord, and . 
not weigh too nicely the terms on \;vhich 
it íhould be propofed. He tells him to 
trufi to the legates, and to entertain no 
dou bts of William of Pavia * .-He \vrote 
to the kings. To Henry he recommends 
his legates, as the true reprefentati yes of 
himfelf, vefted with full povvers, and he 
begs he win acquiefce in-the infiruQions 
they have received from him.-To Louis 
he fpeaks in high terms of the primate, and 
thanks him for the great kindnefs he had 
1bewn him in his exile: he likewiCe re- 
quefis, that he will ùfe his good offices to 
promote the reconciliation, \vhich he fo 
ardently deíÏred: "But íhould our efforts 
" fail," he adds, "might it be agreeable 
" to you, and not offen{Ì ve to the digni- 
" tariC3 
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" taries of your realm, I í110uld be happy BOOK II. 
" to appoint the archbiíhop my legate 116 7. 
" in the kingdom of France. Let this be 
" fecret:li: .)J 
Much was the primate's mind difafFeBed 
to vViIIiarn of Pavia. He deen1cd him his 
enemy, and he had reafons for the fufpi-- 
cion. Henry, \vho had kno\vn him, ,""hen 
he \vas before in France, had particularly 
requefied that he íhou]d be on
 of the le- 
gates; and it \vas now confidently report- 
ed, that, could he procure the archbi(hop's 
depofition, the fee of Canterbury had 
been promifed to him by the king. On 
his arrival in the fouth of France, he wrote 
to Becket, faying that, from motives of 
found policy he h'"'ad hitherto difguifed his 
good will towards him; that he came to 
terminate the points of litigation between 
him and his maIler; and that he ad vi fed 
him to avoid difcuffions, and only to aim 
at concord. Becket prepared a reply, 
pointed and bitter; but, at the reprefen- 
tation of his fecretary, he did not fend it, 
and \yrote another in terms more gentle 
and refpetlfuL With Otho he was better 
fatisfied t. 
The legates, being come into Norman- 
dy, \vaited on tbe king. They found him 
at Caen, fullen, irritated, impetuous. He 
had lately been at war v,ith Louis; and 
the earls of Flanders and Boulcgne, not 
long 
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BOOK II. long before, for reafons I will explain, 
had threatened to invade En g land. Becket, 
116 7. 
he faid, was the author of all the evils; 
it was he who had animated the princes 
againfi him-They prefented letters from 
his holinefs, which he read with atten- 
tion, and then obferved, that they agreed 
little with forne infiruB:ions, which, he 
knew, the primate had, fince their de- 
parture, received from Rome. " The 
" pontiff," faid he, "has been decei ved 
" about the cuftoms of my realm: if, in 
"my time, any have been introduced, 
" adverfe to the laws of the church, he 
" may annul them." He was perfuaded, 
however, to permit them to treat with 
the archbiíhop; and they fent meífengers 
to him, appointing a day of conference *. 
But, on no fide, were the tempers proper- 
ly difpofed to concord. 
C'Onfer- On the eighteenth of November, they 
'tnces of met near Gifors. With the feo-ates came 



o
r_ the archbilhop of Rouen only, for the 
gentan. prelates and abbots who had been ordered 
from England, were not allowed to at- 
tend. Becket was accompanied by forne 
of his friends.- The legates opened the 
conference. They fpoke of the pope's 
kindnefs, of his attention to the prin1ate) 
'of the fatigues of their own journey, and 
()f the perils they had undergone: they 
reprefented the calamitous fiate of the 
, church) 
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churcb, the miferies of the times, the power BOOK II. 
of the king, his attachment to the Roman 116 7. I 
fee, and the favours and honours he had 
heaped on the archbilhop: but they alto 
enumerated the king's complaints againft 
him, and particularly that of his having 
been the inftigator of the late hoftilitÎes. 
" And by what means then," [aid they to 
the primat,e, " íhall his anger be appeaf- 
" ed? We recommend moderation and 
" humility." --" I am fenfibJe," replied 
the primate, after fome pau[e, " of the 
"pope's goodnefs to me, and of yours. 
" The king I have not injured; but he 
" has injured the church of Canterbury, 
" and me. He accufes me of having in- 
." fiigated the prinèes againfi him. The 
" king of France knows tha t it is not true. 
" Whilft I have fpiritual arms at my dif- 
" pafal, I {hall not be fo inconfifient as 
" to recur to others. You fpeak of mode- 
"ration and humility. I am eVer ready 
" to {hew the mofi obfequious fubmiffion 
" to my king, faving the honour of God, 

, the liberty of the church, and my owh 
"rights. Will you add to or take away 
"from, thefe conditions ?))
" 1"'hefe are 
" genera1 declarations," obferved William 

, of Pavia; let us corne to particulars. You 
"are not a better nlan than your prede- 
"cefiòrs. vViJi yon promlfe the king, 
" before 'US, to obfcrve all the cuflom:r, 
" which, in their days, his ancefiors eo- 
'joyed) anù thus recover your fee and 
U your 
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BOOK II." your maHer's favour?" -He anf wered : 
" No king ever exaéted that promife from 
116 7. rr 
" any of my predecellors; nor will I ever 
" engage to obey cujloms, which are mani- 
" feftly ad verfe to the liberty of the church, 
" to the pei vileges of the holy fee, and to 
"the law of God. In your hearing, I 
" was releafed from them at Sense You 
"likewife heard the folemn declaration 
" of his holinefs, that fooner than [ubmit 
" to fuch abu[es, the paftor of the flock 
"íhould prefent his throat to the execu- 
"tioner. Again you !hall hear them."- 
They \vere read.-" And now," continu- 
ed Becket, " what is your opinion? Can 
" the priefi \",\7ho values his order and hjs 
"falvation, fubfcribe to them, or even 
" connive at their obfervance? I did ho- 
" mage to the king, jàving tny order, and 
" under that referve, will I bear true fealtv 
" to him."- The cardinal infified, that ít 
would be better to give \vay in all things, 
than thus expofe the church to perpetual 
vexation; and he ufed many arguments 
to induce him to compliance. "The ex- 
" ampJe," replied Becket, " 'h 9 ould be pe;- 
. " nicious, and oraw after it the ruin of 
U difcipline and of ecclcíìafiical liberty. I 
"cannot compIv."-Would he abide bv 
therr judgment, eI they then aíked, in h{s 
general difpute with the king? If he de- 
clined it, the temper of his n1ind would 
be evident, and the king vvould be jufii- 
fÌed.-Determined not to trufi his caufe to 
. the 
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the decifion of William of Pavia, he an- BOOK II. . 
fwered with caution; That were he and 
I 167. 
his friends refiored to thei: paffcffions, 
which had been violently feized, they 
would fubmit to any judges, whom his 
holinefs might appoint; but were an ex- 
penfive fuit to be incurred, it muft be evi- 
dent, in his prefent indigence, that he 
could not fupport it.-In the caufe of the 
appeal, they finally propafed, vvould he 
accept their judgment r-" On this head," 
he replied, " I have received no commands 
from Rome, nor "can I defray the ex- 
" penccs \vhich fuch a procefs Inun necef- 
" farily entail on n1e.." - The conference 
ended. 
Becket, in the rela tioo he gi ves to the 
pope, fays, that he aBed with an poilible 
caution; but that, knowing the influence 
the king had gained, and the difpofitions 
of one, at leaft, of the legates, com m-on 
l)rudence forbad him to riík a caufe of 
[ueh importance in their hands. Should 
the addrefs, the eloquence, the authority, 
he obferves, of William of Pavia, but 
once be aIlo\ved to co-operate \vith the 
po\ver and untraBable [pirit of Henry, 
his holinefs, as w'ell as himfelf, mull ex- 
peél an attack, from "\1vhich tbey would 
not be eafily extricated. The next day, 
the legates fa\v the king of France, who 
aírured ther:1 on oath, that the prinlatc 
h
d 
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B OOKII. had ever advifed him to cultivate a good, 

 116 7. underfianding - with th
 Engliíh mo., 
narch *. 
Fron1 Gifors they proceeded to Argentan, 
where Henry was. He met them, with 
great affability, on the road, and con- 
duéled them to their lodgings. Early, 
after n1afs, the next morning, they "'ere 
admitted to audience, where many prelates 
and abbots were prefent. What paffed, 
is not known; but, in about two hours, 
they came out, and the king walked vrith 
the legates to an outer door: "May my 
"eyes never look on another card i na I!" 
faid he aloud, as he turned from them. 
They retired precipitately, and the biíhops 
returned with the king to his chamber. It 
was almo!! ev
ning before the council 
broke up, V\1hen the biíhops [eemingly in 
much agitation, \\.aited on the legates. 
,-- The next day, the biíhops .were again 
a long time with the king, and many fe
 
cret meífages paffed betvveen him and the 
legates: but on the fol1owing morning, by 
break of daYt he ,;vent out with his dogs 
and hawks, purpofely, it was thought, to 
be abfent. The biíhops then met, and, 
after forne confultation, adjourned to the 
church, where they rel.'iuefied the attend- 
ance of the legates. The legates took 
feats between the archbl!hops of Rouen 
and York. The biíhops of London, Salif'\'" 
þUfl, 
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bury, Chichefter, and Worcefter, were BOOK II" 
there, with two French prelates, many 116 7. 
abbots, and a great concourfe of laity *'.. 
Gilbert of London addreíred the legates. 
"Underfianding, that you came with 
" full powers to terminate the difpute be- 
" t,;veen our lord the king, and tbe pri- 
" mate of Canterbury, as aIfo to hear our 
" appeal, we have waited on you prepared 
"to anfwer or to accufe; and we will 
"abide by your fentence. The king 
" makes the fame offer; he vrill adhere to 
'c your judgment, \vhatever it may be. If 
" then the infiruB:ions of the pope are 
" not executed, neither we, nor you, it 
" feerns, are in fault. The blame mufi 
"fall where it fhould. But tbe primate 
" is precipitate and headfirong; we there- 
"fore again renew our appeal, and we 
" mean it íhould include all England.
 
" This is the quarrel between the king 
" and him. The king demands from him 
"forty thoufand marks of filver, a [urn 
"he received when chancellor. He re
 
" plies, that he was difcharged from thi$ 
" debt at his promotion, as if it had the 
"effetl of baptifrnaI water, which remit
 
"fin.-We appealed to Rome, becaufe 
,
 we Were oppreífed by his pow
r, and 
"left, had we fubmitted to his fentenc
. 
" the king íhould have been induced to 
" join the fchifm," -The appeal was aç- 
" cepted
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BOOK II.cepted, \vhich extended to Noveillber in 
the follo\ving year, and the parties dif- 
I J67. h iT. 
pate ed meuengers to Rome and to the 
pri
ate *. Thus \vere all proceedings 
again fufpended. 
The legates preparing to depart, had 
private conferences \vith the king, from 
\vhich it. appears that his mind was 
firangely agitated, and that he had in- 
volved himfelf in difficulties, out of 
which, neither addrefs nor violence could 
draw him. He told c;=trdinal Otho, that 
]1e would pernlÎt Becket to return peacea- 
bly to his fee; and as to the cufioms, if 
he would not be fatisfied with the opinion 
of any hundred men in his donlinions, or 
of the biíhops, to ,
/hom he was ready to 
refer the queftion, he V\Tould then leave it 
to the pope, with this only referve, that 
his children íhould not be difinherited: 
" For in my own life-tirne,U he added, 
" I can readily permit hii holinefs to re- 
" jeét ,"yhat ftatutes he pleafes." He con- 
firmed all this with many and extraordi- 
nary oaths; and, as the-y took leave 3 he 
faid: " I beg you \viIl acquaint his holi- 
" nefs with my fubmiffion and the equity 
" of my caufe; and interce-de with him 
" to free me, at all events, from the pri- 
" mate." He wept, and fo feelned William 
. 
of Pavia: but his colleague, with forne 
difficulty, abfiained from laughingt. The 
lega tes 
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legates then wrote to the primate, inform- BOOKH. 
ing him of the appeal, and forbidding 116 7. 
him, in the pope's name, to pronounce 
any cenfures on the kingdom of Eng- 
land *. It ,vas the middle of December, 
when they departed towards Italy. 
Seldom had a more folemn farce been 
exhibited. Henry had exerted every 
nerve, in the emba{fy of John of Oxford, 
to procure legates devoted to his interefi: ; 
and the pope, decei ved by the protefia- 
tions of the envoy, had delegated to them 
fueh pO'A 7 ers, as could anfwer every ,:villi 
of the king. But there po\vers, on the 
reprefentations I have mentioned, were 
either recalled, or he marked out another 
line of condutl to his legates. The dif- 
covery of this change it was, which fo 
much irritated the king, in his firfl: inter.. 
view at Argentan. William of Pavia, 
not\vithfianding, "vas \vell-difpoCed to fa- 
vour the monarch, and to go all lengths 
in his fervice; only he would not facri- 
fÌce his mafier, or rather, he \vould ha ve 
been moft willing, by ferving t\VO rnaf- 
ters, to ha ve conciliated the favour of 
both. Henry \Tv"as no match for there Ita- 
lian politicians; yet un\varily, or forced 
by the circumfiances of the times, .he had 
laid himfelf at their mercy. He threat- 
ened, at a difiance, the court of Rome, 
as he did the prinlate: but he feared, 
VOL. I. R either 
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J300KII.either from confcience or other motives, 
to relinquilh the communion of Alcxan- 
J667. der, and how to free himfelf from Becket 
he kne\v not. His bilhops, though they 
went with him in oppofing the primat
, 
'\vould, that moment, have turned their 
backs, had he joined the fchifm. The 
reiteration of appeals may [eern futile 
and inefficient; but it was, in truth, the 
only means ,"7hereby the dreadful powers 
of excommunication could be fufpended. 
Becket, throughout, was the only firm . 
and confifient charaéler. He never de- 
viated from \vhat feemed to hinl the line 
of reétitude, and he might have fmiled, 
l1ad his ÍÌtuation been attended with eafe, 
at the perplexities of Alexander, the vio- 
lent, but impotent, anger of Henry, the 
vain policy of the legates, and the ob- 
fequious dutlility of the Engliíh prelates. 
He wrote again to the pope and cardinals, 
with the moft free and independent fpirit, 
(it was after the charge he had jufi receiv- 
ed from the legates,) and to judge from 
his language, he felt the fl1periority of 
bis own charaé1er. "It is not by diffi- 
" mulation and artifice," faid he to them, 
" that the church 1hould be governed, but 
U by jufiice and truth *." 
Ho{ìilities Some hoflilities have been mentioned. 
in d F F ranceThey were of little moment, originating 
an lan-- r d I d e r. b h k . 
ders. from a leu a lIpute etween t e lngs, 
which 
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which almoft daily happened, and tern1Ï- BOOK II. 
nating, as ufual, in the deftruétion of 116 7.. 
cafiles, and the burn ing of villages. See?s 
of unceafing enmity were fown on the 
yery limits of their refpettive empires; 
their vaífals, as interefi, or pallion, or 
partiality, inclined, fuggefied perpetual 
motives for ,;v-ar; and the protetlion {hewn 
to Becket irritated, from night to morn- 
ing, the hot fpirit of Henry. Louis, on 
the other hand, religious and fond of 
churchmen, vie\ved his rival in the light 
rather of a heathen and unbeliever. A 
truce, however, ".as agreed on. 
Another difpute threatened to Henry 
D10re ferious eviJs. The earldom of 
l\IIortagne in Normandy, VJhich had be- 
longed to king Stephen, ""as claimed by 
the earl of Boulogne, in the right of his 
,vife, that king's only furvivíng child. 
Under the fame title, he likc\vi fc pretend- 
ed to fome revenues in Engla
d. His 
brother, the po\verful carl of Flander
\, 
fupported thefe claims; and as Henry re- 
jetted the demand, they had recourfe to 
arms. Six hundred veffels ,vere equip- 
ped; for they meant to invade England, 
during the abfence of the king. The ar- 
nlament \vas great, and England had not 
then, it [eems, a na val force to oppoCc 
againfi it. In the intefiine broils of the 
Lite reign, comn1erce had been n"egletled; 
and, as I-Jenry ,vas in po{feffion of fuch 
an exteníì ve coafi on the French conti- 
R 2 nent 
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BOOK II. nent, 311 fear of invafion, from that quar- 
J 16 7- ter, had ceafed. Flanders was a maritime 
and con1n1ercial cO\ilntry. But the earls, 
in quefiion, were his near relations, and 
bound to hin1 by many favours {hewn 
them in their minorities. The blood of 
princes is no lailing tie, and fa vours are 
brittle, in the competition of interefi. The 
militia of England became its bul\vark, 
that is, fuch vaífals as the Jaws of the age 
had trained to arms, and \vhom the crown 
could call to its affifiance. Richard de 
Lucy was regent of the kingdom, and he 
fa difpofcd his troops, that the earls were 
deterred from landing; and on Henry of- 
fering an annual penfion of a thoufand 
pounds, in lieu of all claims, (equal to 
fifteen thoufand now,) the brothers de- 
clared themfelves fatisfied. The earl of 
Boulogne thus became vaffal to the king; 
for the penfion was deemed a benefice, 
which, agreeably to the feudal tenures, 
demanded a return of homage and 
fealty *. 
Death of At this time died Matilda, and íbe died 
Matilda. regretted, principally by the Normans, 
and the inhabitants of Rouen, in which 
city íhe had long refided, and where her 
munificence and benefaélions had been 
great. She built a fione bridge over the 
Seine, (where the bridge of boats now is,) 
efieemed one of the Doblefi works of the 
age. 
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àge. She ereéted churches and founded BOOK II. 
convents, and diíi p layed her bount y in -, 
I 167. 
other pious and charitable donations; and, 
at her death, left large fun1s to be difiri- 
buted among the ÍÌck and indigent, ]n 
the difpute with the primate {he had taken 
no decided part, but the pope had enjoin- 
ed her to mediate between him and her 
fan, and meírengers, from both parties, 
had endeavoured to conciliate her favour. 
She diíliked many of the cufioms of Cla- 
rendon, and íhe blamed the king for hav- 
ing reduced them to \vriting, and infified 
that the biíhops íhould fwear to obferve 
them. This, íhe faid, his predeceffors had 
not deemed nece{fary 
,-Matilda, as I 
have before obferved, in the laft atts of 
her life \vas truly great. To her fon íhe 
relinquiíhed the fceptre of England, to 
fecure which {he had gone through a 
world of perils; and Vw?ith it the rich do- 
mains of her huíband, retiring herfelf to 
privacy, and never, as it [eerns, cafiing a 
repentant look back on the brilliant pof.., 
feffions íhe had left behind.. Yet Matilda 
was a woman; and Matilda ,vas arrogant 
and ambitious, fond of power, and of the 
thoufand charms which wait on royalty! 
She was buried in the abbey of Bec, and 
on her tomb was written, 


Ortu magna, viro major, fed maxima partu, 
Hie jaeet Henriei filia, fponfa, paren
 t. 


Fortune, 


.. L. I. ep. 52, 53. 
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BOOK 11. Fortune, \vhich hitherto had generally 
") L favoured the fchemes of Frederic, now 
IIOð. chafe to make him the fport of her mofl: 
Frederic playful moods. We left him 01nt up in 
efca pes P . h . . d .. 1 f 
fronl aVla, a VII1g retJre preclp1tate y rom 
LO(l1bar- before the confederated army. But in 
0)". Pavia he did not think" himfelf fecl1re. 
All the \vinter he roved (rom place to 
place, fe1dom íleeping more than two 
nights in the fame town or cafiIe. The 
number of his enemies increafed, and it 
was reported that the Lombards, \vith an 
army oÍ t\\genty thoufand men, \vere ready 
to march againft him. He re[oIved fe- 
cret1y to withdra"y into Germany. The 
marquis of Montferrat ,vas his only 
friend. In his cailles he difiributed the 
numerous hofiages, he had before receiv- 
ed from the Italian cities, and having ob- 
tainea permiffion to pafs through the ter- 
ritoryof Savoy, he fet out efcorted only 
by thirty horfemen, and taking along ",
ith 
him forne of the principal hofiages. It 
'\1as the month of March. Approaching 
to Suafo, he ordered Zilio de Prando, a 
noble Brefcian hofiage, to be hanged, 
charging him with having been aBive in 
the confederacy; and he entered the city. 
The citizens, foon informed of the cruel 
aB, refcued the other hofiages, and '\i\-ith 
arrns in their hands, went in [earch of 
the emreror. He hlld been apprifed of 
their defign, and having left in his bed, it 
is faid one of his officers, vv-ho in features 
refcmbJed 
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refembled him, he difguifed himfelf as a BOOK II. 
fervant, and in company with fi ve others 1168. 
departed, pretending they belonged to the 
retinue of a great nobleman who would 
[oon follow. Thus they travelled through 
unfrequented roads, and after forne days 
arri ved on the confines of the kingdom of 
Burgundy *. This Frederic) in the habit 
of a menial fervant, was he, at ,vhore 
name, not long before, the cities of Italy 
had trembled, and whom the learned doc- 
tors of Bologna had pronounced to be 
Inafier of the world! 
The confederates, hearing of the re- 
treat of their mighty enemy, laid liege to 
a cafile) where many of their hofiageg 
,vere confined, and took it. They attack- 
ed Pavia and the marquifate of Montfer- 
rat, on account of their friendíhip to the 
emperor; and that they Inight fix an eter- 
nal thorn in their fide, the men of Milan, 
of Cremona, and of Placentia, marched 
into the plain between Ani and Pavia, 
\vhich three rivers encircle, and \vhere the 
lands of the latter city and of Montferrat 
confine. Here they laid the foundations 
of a new town, which rofe fo rapidly, that, 
in a {hart time) it could receive inhabi- 
tants and defend itfelf. The people of 
feven neighbouring villages they compel- 
led to become its citizens, and they named 
it .L\lexandria, to fignify their refpetl for 
the 
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BOOKII.the pontiff, and their contempt of Fre- 
deric Barbaro
a. So , hafiil y , hovrever, 
J 168. 
was the plan conceived and executed, that, 
for want of fufficien
 materials, many of 
the houfes \vere covered \vith flraw, a 
circumfiance with gave occafion to thei
 
enemies, to affix that epithet, in derifion, 
to its name, \vhich it retains to the prefent 
day
 It is 
 proof of the extraordinary 
population of country, if there be truth 
ip the narration, that, \vithin the year, 
Alexandria could fend out fifteen thou- 
fand fighting men, harfe and foot. The 
confuJs th
n, 
lait
ng on the pope at Be- 

eventunl, made a tender of their city to 
hiln, and doing homage, bound themfelves 
to an annual tribute *. '\ 
The league, \7Vhich had begun at Ve- 
rona' now comprifed almofi all the cities 
of Lombardy, and the nobility, for their 
own fecurity, daily acceçled to it. In the 
abfençe of the emperor they nad no pro-:- 
teétion, and late events had .{he\vn, that on 
him they could not Inu
h rely. Alex 7 
ander was himfelf becom
 the animating 
foul of the confederacy, and the Lorn bards 
had lately petitioned, that he would refide 
amongfi them. As they withdrew from 
Frederic, it was natural tney íhould relin- 
quifu the [chifm; and, in the new arch- 
þiíhop of l\1ilan,' whom he had appoint- 

d his legate, the pontiff had a friend, who 
warmly 


t 
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\varmly patronifed his interefi, and whofe BOOK . II. 
virtues even his enemies were compel- 1168. 
led to praife. This was Galdinus, a Mi- 
lanefe citizen, long famed in the churches 
of Lombardy *. 
In this year, came to Beneventum,Embaffy 
\vhere Alexander refided, a fplendid em-


fian_ 
baffy from Confiantinople, rent by Ma-tinople to 
nuel Comnenus, the emperor of the eafi.
lexan- 
Long had he cultivated the friendíhip of ere 
the Roman pontiff, and, t\VO years before, 
a ÍÌmilar ernbaffy had "",9aited on him. It 
was to offer him affifiance againft the 
pO\ìver of Frederic, to propofe an union 
between the churches, and to aík for 
himfelf the imperial crown of the weft. 
Laying their treafures at his feet, the em- 
baífadors fpoke: " Ardently has our maf- 
"ter long wiíhed to exalt the Roman 
"church, his 111other, and to do honour 
"to you. Frederic t , he hears, ,vho, by 
" his office, íhould be her prote[lor, is be- 
" come her enelny: no\v, therefore, does 
"Manuel feek to help her. It is time, 
" he fays, that there be one fold and one 
"íhepherd. The church of his dominions, 
f' as it was in ancient times, he "viII re- 
" unite to yours; provided his own fights 
" be reftored to him. Give hinl the crown, 
" of \\.hich the German is unworthy, and 

, which is his by right: his treafllrcs are 
" open 
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BOOK II." open to you, and his armies !hall march 
" d " 
1168. at your comnJan · 
Alexander \vithdrew with the cardinals 
and the noble ROlllans ,".ho attended, 
,yhen, ha ving taken their advice, he re- 
turned, and faid: " I thank his imperial 
" majcfiy for the interefi he has often ex- 
" preffed in our concerns,. and for the 
" good \\?ill he no\v thews to the Roman 

, church and to me. His kind profeffions 
" I have heard \vith pleafure, and what 
" he aíks, as far as my duties to God per- 
" mit, !hall be granted. I-Ie afks for the 
" cro\vn of the ,^"eftern empire. It is a 
" momentous point, indeed; involved, 
" on all fides, in perils and perplexities. 
" The facred decifions of the holy fathers 
" forbid me to atTent to it, pat ticularly as 
" thofe mufi be the terms, you mention- 
"cd. By my office, I am to procure 
" peace to the chrifiian world, and be the 
" guardian of its concord. The treafures 
" you have brought muft return, not 
" touched by my hands, to Confiantino- 
" pIc *." He [oon after deputed two car- 
dinals to l\1anuel. 
And no,," died Parcal, the antipope, in 
the Vatican palace, indeed, \"here the 
arms (ìf the emperor had placed hilll, but 
not ref petted, or obeyed, by the Romans. 
The faction chofe him a fucceífor, John, 
abbot 
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abbot of Strume in Hungary, whom Alex- BOOI(I1. 
ander had lately promoted to the fee of 68 
Tufculum. He took the name of Callix- 11 . 
tus III. 
The truce of the Iail year, concluded <;om
o- 
L . d H . t10ns In 
between OUJS an enry, was to expl.reFrance, 
at Eafier. In the mean time, a treaty ofwhic.h 
P eace \vas P ro p ofed, under the mediation end In l a 
genera 
of the earls of Flanders and Champagne. peace. 
But many obflacles flood in the way of its 
completion: infurreé1ions in Poitou, not 
dilèouraged by Louis; and when the con- 
ditions of the treaty were adjufted, and an 
interview appointed, the murder of the 
earl of Salifbury, Henry's general in Aqui- 
taine, by one of the difaffeéted barons. 
The murderer was Guy de Lufignan, and 
the earl VJas returning from a pilgrimage 
to Compofiella. Dreading the vengeance 
of Henry, Lufignan fled from Poitou; and 
\ve !hall hear of his adventures in the 
kingdom of Palefiinë. His accomplices 
found an afylurn in the court of France.- 
There was a rebellion al[o in Bretagne. 
Deed as they had been to anarchy, the 
great barons [ubmitted reluétantly to the 
refiraints of order, and often thought 
thelnfelves oppreífed, becaufe they were 
governed. I-Ienry, with his ufl1al celeri- 
ty, quelled thefe licentious troubles. But 
again Louis received the malcontents, and 
Jifiening, in the quality of fupreme lord, 
to their complaints, promifed them protec- 
tion and redrefs. The difpofitions on nei- 
ther 
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BOOK n. ther fide were well formed to peace; 
thou g h Henr y feemed moft to deíìre it. 
1168. 
He had mofi reafon. Commotions in 
France detained him from England, where 
bis prefence was always nece{fary, \vhile 
in the provinces themfelves, they could 
only generate confuÍÌon and bloodíhed; 
and his difpute with the church became 
every day more alarming. The fentence 
of excommunication once pronounced had 
releafed every difcontented baron from hi" 
allegiance. The day of meeting was at 
lafi named *. 
Louis ,vas at Chartres, and Henry at la 
Ferté Bernard; and the place of c!Jn- 
ference was on the banks of the Huines, 
in the neighbourhood of both. Difficulties 
fiill remained. The revolted barons made 
many demands, which the Englilh mo- 
narch would not fatisfy, and meffengers, 
to no purpofe, paífed between them. Eudo 
of Pontieure, with too much truth, it 
feems, had publicly accufed Henry of 
having feduced his daughter, a young lady, 
\vhom he had delivered to him as his haf- 
tage, and he demanded jufiice. Henry 
was chagrined and irritated; and when 
Louis fent a meífenger to let him know, 
that he waited his coming, he did not 
move. A great part of the day the king 
fpent at the appointed fpot, \vhen, as 
Henry did !Jot arrive, he croífed the riv
r, 
In 
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in the prefence of his nobility, waíhed his BOOK II. 
hands in the fiream, and drank of its \va- 68 
ter, protefi.ing aloud, that he had dif- 11 · 
charged his plighted faith. A fecond mef- 
fenger was then difpatched, fummoning 
Henry to give fatisfaé1ion for the faith he 
had broken, and Louis difmiífed his no- 
bles; but he remained himfelf near the 
place, \vith a few attendants. It ""as al- 
moft night. SuddenJy, as the king ""Tas 
retiring, Henry galloped up to the river, 
armed, and accompanied by a body of 
armed knights. The warlike approach 
alarmed the French, and the hifiorian re- 
marks, that an aétion would have enfued, 
had not darknefs prevented it
. 
What \iVhere Henry's motives for this 
extraordinary beha viour, cannot be con- 
jetlured, as it is certain that he fincerely 
\viíhed for peacell Louis refented it with 
a beccming fpirit, and declared, he would 
hear no more of the treaty, untefs fatisfac- 
tion \\Tere made him for the infult.-About 
this time, it appears, he \yas vifited by 
embaffadors from William the Lion, l{ing 
of Scotland, and from the Welíh princes, 
offering to him aid fron} their mafters 
againft the king of England t. This cir- 
cumfiance, if true, might fiill111are contFÍ- 
bute to alienate the French monarch from 
the treaty of peace. I-Ie marched into 
Normandy, and burned a fmall to\vn and 
t'\'\'o 
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BOOI{I1.two cafHes. Henry retaliated.-Bl1t now, 
1168. in all the pomp of German magnificence, 
arrived at his court, Henrv duke of Saxo- 
ny, his fon in law, ,;vith "'thr
e great pre- 
Iates, fent by Frederic Barbaroífa. They 
offered him aid againft his enemies; and 
'\vould he join the fchifm, they promifed 
to lead an army into the heart of France. 
He received them \vith great refpett; to 
their noble offers returned them an an- 
fwer, prudent and courtly; and when they 
left him, he prefented them ,vith gifts, de- 
claring his grateful fenfe of the honour 
they had done him *.- Thus had all tho 
fummer and autumn paired, when mutual 
friends again interfered, and the kings 
were brought to an amicable interview. 
On the fixth of January, they met at 
Montmirail in Maine, 
"here peace was 
conel uded on the follow ing terms.- I. That 
Henry íhould renew his homage and fealty 
for Normandy, in the accufiomed forrn.- 
2. That he íhould furrender the earldoms 
of Anjou and Maine, and the fealty of the 
vaffals thereof, to pri nee Henry, his eldeft 
fon, who íhould pay homage and fealty 
for them to the king of Francc.-3. That 
Richard, Henry's fecond fon, íhould, un- 
der the fame conditions, be put in poífef- 
non of tbe duchy of Aquitaine, and marry 
Adelais, the youngeft daughter of Louis, 
but \vithout any fiipulated portion.-4. 
That 
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That Henry íhould hold Touraine, as a BOOKII. 
fief from the earl of Blois, the latter fur- 
116 9. 
rendering to young Henry, the office of 
Senefchal, to whom, as earl of Anjou, it 
properly belonged.--s. That the revolted 
barons of Poitou and Bretagne íhould be 
taken into favour, and their cafiles and 
lands reftored *. 
Such was this memorable treaty, every 
article of which retrenched fOll1ethi ng 
from the po\ver and dignity of Henry, 
\vithout any return. Circumfiances there 
mufi have been, which hifiory has not re- 
corded, that impelled him to it. l1he earl 
of Champagne, on the fide of Louis, had 
been the principal negociator, aDd a con- 
temporary writer fays, fpeaking of the 
treaty, that" he and Henry \ìvere COll- 
" tending which íhould out\vit the othert/' 
Which \i\Tas outwitted, the treatv itfeIf 
tells; .,and hovv fatally he 
.aS out\vítted, a 
fcries of
íad- events too foon announced to 
Henry.-Thcn the young princes, \'\-ho 
\yere prefent, approached, and did homage 
to Louis for their refpettive fiefs; and their 
father for Norn1andy. 
The archbiíhop of Canterbury \vas per_Henry 
fuaded to prefent hirnfclf before Henr y ataD.d tb t : 
. .. prIma 
lVlontol1rall, and, without referve, to fub-meet. 
mit to him, hilnfelf and the decifìon of his 
caufe. \Vith infinite relu[tance he had 
confented, 
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BOOK n.confented, and he went in cOlnpany with 
fame noble and religious perfons. The 
116 9' k . h d h . 
Ings were yet toget er, an t e courtJers 
flood round. The primate threw himfelf 
at Henry's feet, ",-bo infiantly raifed him. 
He then fpoke, befeeching him, \vith 
much humility, to confider the forlorn and 
troubled fiate of the Engli1h church, which, 
for his demerits, he owned, had fo long 
fuffered. "To your majefiy's judgment," 
continued he, "here in the prefence of our 
" lord the king of France, of thefe prelates, 
" and pui:íTant nobles, I fubmit the whole 
" caufe which has divided us, Javing the 
" hOJJour of God."- The fatal \vords, as 
might have been expeBed, roufed all the . 
fury of Henry: in the moil violent and 
pointed terms he upbraided him, caUing 
him proud, and arrogant, and ungrateful. 
" When he was chancellor," faid he, " by 
" all his difplay of magnificence, he only 
" aimed to caft me from my throne."- 
Becket's behaviour was cool and refpeQfuJ, 
and to the Jail obfervation, as he could, he 
replied with firmnefs and propriety. " My 
" Jiege," faid Henry to the king of France, 
interrupting the primate, " attend if you 
" pleafe: whatever ilia II difplcafe him, 
" he will fay is againfi the hJnour of God, 
" and his claims will be endlefs. But that 
" you may not think, I require any thing 
,( con"trary to his honour, I make him this 
" offer. Before me there have been many 
" kings in England, forne greater, and 
" forne 
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" forne lefs, than myfelf; and before himB ooKII. 
" have been archbifhops of Canterbury,- 6 
" great and holy men: \i\'hat, therefore, 11 9, 
" the greateft and holieft of his predecef- 
" fors did for the leaft of mine, let him do 
" that for ITJe, and I am fatisfied."- The 
aífembly loudly declared, that the king had 
fufficientIv conde[cended; and as Becket 
was filent, Louis, with fome emotion, 
iaid: My Lord archbií11op, \vouIrl you be 
" greater or better than tnofe holy men? 
" Why do you heíÌtate? See! your peace 
" is at hand." -" It is true," he replied
 
" my predece{fors were greater and better 
" men than me; but all of them, in their 
" days, cut off forne abufes, though not all. 
I( Had they done it, I lhould not ha ve to 
"fiand in the pre[ent contefi. If any of 
" them were too cool, or too ilnmoderate, 
" in their zeal, we are not bound to copy 
" their example. Freely I \vould return to 
" my church, were it poíreíTed of that li- 
" berty, \vhich, in the titne of my prede- 
"ceífors, it enjoyed; but admit cuflonl.r, 
" which are adver[e to the decrees of the 
" holy fathers, I \'\J"ill not *." 
He was proceeding, \vhen they who 
had brought him thither, forcibly drew him 
from the ring in which he flood, urging 
him by every entreaty to drop that obnox- 
ious clau[e, faving the honour of God. 
" And I mull facrifice that honour," faid 
VOL. J. S he, 


· Vita 1. ii. c, 2.s. Gerv. an. I J 69. 



25 8 HISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
B OOK II . he, " to regain the favour of a mortal? 
" A \va y , awa'\t- r'-Man y noblemen,French 
J 1 69. J 
as well as Engliíh, now reproached him 
feverely, faying, his own arrogance was 
the only bar to peace, and that as he op- 
pofed the will of both rI1onarchs, he no 
10nger deferved the proteé1ion of either; 
but íbould be expelled from their territories. 
The day was clofing, when the kings 
mounted th
ir harfes and \\?ithdre\v. Beck- 
et foon found hinlfelf alrnofi alone, the 
fevv friends \vho relnained hangi ng their 
heads in difnlay, in\vardly reprobating his 
pertinacity, and concluding that all \vas 
10ft. Himfelf only was moved 
. But if, 
as he journeyed back to Sens, his mind, 
refiored to cool refleé1ion, never whifpered 
to him, that a little more pliancy might 
ha ve anf\vered better, fure)y his vic\vs dif- 
fered nluch from thofe of other men! But 
fo long now had he d\velt on the objetl, 
and fo much h1d the praife of [o1ne and 
the oppoíition of others prefTed it on his 
conîcience, th3t he deemed himfelf a fuf- 
ferer for jufiice-fake, ,vhen, in truth, it 
,vas to a certain punétilious pride, or to 
obfiinacy of charatter, perh<1ps, that he 
facrificed his own peace, and the \ve1fare 
of the church of Canterbury. So nlcn 
. '\vould rea [on. It may be (aid, indeed, 
that he knew the king, and the fufpeétful 
inÍÌnceri t y of his profeffions. 


The 
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The day after the conference, he re- BOOK II. 
turned to Sense But the king of France, 6 
as he had done before, neither vifitcd him II 9. 
the night he remained at Montmirail, norSingu!ar 
fupplied him with neceíraries from his

a:f- 
kitchen. This was. confidererl as a certain Louis, 
I fh . d 'r. I r. H " f . d and Hen- 
to {en 0 IS lip ealure. )S rIen s ,verery,s fears. 
much cafi down, and they Jeoked with 
anxiety to the near day, \vhich, they con- 
cluded, would expel them froin France. 
On this they conver[ed, afking to what 
land they íhould retire? "Be not appre- 
"henfive," [aid the primate laughing, 
" when I am gone, you \vill not be mo- 
"lefted. But, íhould we really be !hut 
" out from England and France, no one, I 
" hope, will advife me to look for an a[y- 
"lum among the Romans, who feern to 
" pratlife indifcriminate extortion. I have 
" another [cherne. They fay that, down 
" the Saone, and on the fide of Provence, 
" the inhabitants are benevolent and Ii be- 
"raL To them \ve wiU go on foot; and 
"when they íhall fee ho\v wretched 
" \\.e are, perhaps they Inay pity us, and 
" give us bread, till the Lord {hall fend us 
" better times." -As they ""'ere thus con- 
verfing, an officer caIne up from the French 
king, faying, that his rnajefiy r

luefied to 
fee the prilnate. "That is to baniíh us 
" all I"
 exclaimed one of the company. 
" Thou art no prophet," obferved Becket, 
" nor the fon of a prophet; hold thy peace." 
They went, and found the king, fitting 
S 2 \vÎth 
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DOOKI!. with a forrowfuI countenance; nor did he 
116 9. rife, as the primate entered. It prefaged 
no good, they thought. Coolly he then 
bad them take their feats, and was again 
filent. His head hung on his baforn, and 
the vvhole man was penfive
 \Vith anxious 
attention the viÍÌtors eyed him, thinking 
it gave him pain to pronounce their fen- 
tcnce: when burfiing into tears, he flarted 
up with a deep figh, and threw hin1felf at 
tbe primate's feet. The company were 
afioniíhed, and, as Becket fiooped to raife 
him, the king, in broken \,.ords, faid : 
"Indeed, father, you only fa\v: it was 
" you only that could fee. \Ve were blind, 
" who aù vi fed you to abandon the honour 
" of God for the favour of a man. I am 
" fincerely forry, and beg your forgivenefs. 
" To God and to you I recommend my 
" kingdom; and, as Ion g as he {hall gi ve I 
" me life, I here promife never to defert 
" you and your friends." Tbe prim=1 te 
gave him his bleffing, and they parted. 
Wonderful, from this time, was the ve- 
neration, which every \vhere atten..1ed 
him *. 
The king of England, hearing of this 
extraordinary intervitw, fent to Louis, 
expreffing his furprife, that he íhould con- 
tinue to protea Becket, after what his 
own eyes had \vitneffed at lViontn1irail. 
" Go," faid Louis to the meífcngers, "tell 
" your 
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.c your king, that if he will not relinquiíh BOOK II. 
"certain ancient cufioms, \vhich fame 6 
" deem con trary to the Ia \"1 of God, be- 1 ( 9. 
" caure they appertain to his royal dignity; 
" neither will I (urrender the hereditary 
" pri vilege of my cro'wn, \vhich has ever 
" proteBd the unfortunate, and thore moa 
" who fuffered in the caufe of jufiice *." 
The mixed charatter of Louis bore fome 
great features. 
Buoyed up by the countenance of the 
French monarch, or rather, prompted by 
his own temp'er, \vhich 'nothing could 
bend, Becket had again recouríe to feve- 
rity. On all fides he fpread his cenfures, 
fufpending and excomn1unicating many, 
but tho[e particularly who had pillaged, or 
who kept poíTeffion of the effeB:s belonging 
to his fee. A1TIOng thefe was the biíhop of 
IJondon, ,\Thorn before, it feems, he had 
fufpended. So general was the fentenc
, 
that fcarcely an10ng the king's chaplai ns 
\vas there one, from whom, at mafs, he 
could take the kifs of peace. Fearful that 
the anathema might rtach them, the pre- 
lates ot the realm and the nobles reiterated 
their appeals to Rome; and the king again 
fent meírengers to the pontift
 namely, the 
archdeacons of Saliíbury anò Landaff t" 
-Thus was a general commotion raifed ; 
and the primate, don btlefs, might feel 
fome 
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BOOK lI. fome fatisfaétion, in viewing the florm 
116 9. he h
d yet power to bring do
rn on his 
enemIes. 
Nor ",?as Henry, it is faid, fatisfied with 
his application to Rome. He moved the 
cities of Lombardy, kno\ving the preífure 
of their fituation, and the league they 
had formed 'ATith Alexander. To l\1ilan 
he offered three thoufand marks of filver, 
(a mark was 13 s . 4 d .) for the reparation I I 
of their walls; t\yO thou['{nd to Crcmona, 
one thoufand to Parina, and as many to 
Bologna. He promifed money to the PQpe, 
which íhould reÌeafe him from the exac- 
tions of the Roman people, ,vith ten thou- 
fand marks be fides, and the liberty to dif-. 
pofe of the vacant bií110prics of England. 
The interefi alfo of the king of Sicily he 
implored *. And why \vas the mountain 
thus in labour?- To procure the removal 
of Becket from Fra nee, or his t ra nl1a t ion 
to another fee ! Yet all he could obtain 
was, that minifiers íhould be fent again to 
treat of a reconciliatIon. The prin1ate, 
in a letter to the cardinal bi!hop of Gaia, 
fpeaks of thefe tranh1åions, with much 
indignation, and protefis th:tt no citation 
{hall compel him to make a jonrncy to 
Rome, as his eneillies feemed to ha "oe pro- 
jeéled t. 
Nuncios The nuncios, ,,:-hom his holineCs appoint- 
f:

:e ed to this fecond commiffion, \"'ere Gra- 
"Ron1e. tian 
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tian and Vivian, men learned in the laws. BC)OK II. 
and of great reputation in the Roman 1169. 
court. They came \vith limited pOV\ 1 crs, 
and a form of agreement prefcribed by 
Alcxander, to which if the king would 
not confent, they ,,'ere ordered to lea ve 
him; and, Jeft they might be corrupted, 
he bound them by an oath, to accept no 
prefent froll1 him, not even their charges 
'\vhile they remained at his court, till peace 
\vere concluded. They. brought two let- 
ters. In that to the primate, the pope 
cOfilmands hin1 to pronounce no cenfure 
on the king, on his reahll, or the honour- 
able perfons of his realm, till the return 
of the nuncios; and, if any had been 
pa!fed, that it be fufpended for the [aBle 
period. He injoins the king, for the love 
of God and the remiffion of his fins. to 
refiore Becket to his fee, and take him 
fincerely into favour *.-,}lhen they ar- 
rived in France, Henry vIas in Aquitaine, 
,vhither tbey \
..ere advi[ed not to go, but 
to wait at Sens till his return. 
The firft interV1e\V \yas at Domfront io Vdrious 
Normandy, to\vards the end of llugufill fruitlefs 
R . I r h ' 1 ,_ . _'on
er- 
eturnlng ate lrom t e cnace, tne ..:..Ing er.ces. 
alighted at their apartments, and while, 
\vith great politenefs, he was con ver.Gng 
,vith the nuncios, up came young p;-ince 
Henry to the door, v{ith his attend lnt no- 
bles, each O
le blo\\l'ing his b
gIe- horn. 
They 
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DO OK II. They had killed the fiag.-Early on the 
morrow was the conference, which P alled 
J 169. 
in great debates. The king read the 
pope's letter with much emotion, and then 
demanded that the nuncios abfolve thofe 
whom Becket had excommunicated. To 
this they would ,not confent, agreeably to 
their ini1ruEtions, till he íbould promife 
to be reconciled to the primatc; and alfo 
on condition, that they f\vore to Tefiore 
what had been tal{en from Canterbury. 
Their powers, they [aid, '\'
ent no further. 
Henry heÍÌtated; and by turns \vas calm 
and impetuous. The day was far [pent. 
" I fee," he exclainlcd, " that the pontiff 
" is not difpofed to grant any requeft. By 
" God's eyes, then, I'll do fomething elfe;" 
and turned furioufiy from them. "Sir, 
"do not threaten," obferved Gratian; 
"'\ve fear no threats; for we come from 
" a court that has been ufed to give the 
" 13\v tò emperors and to kings.". After 
fome further altercation, he became more 
cool, and promifed to give them an an- 
f \i\i
er in eight days *. 
On the eighth day, they met at Baieux. 
The Norn1an prelates \:verc aU prefent; 
when the nuncios again requefled, that the 
king would reinflate the primate. As 
ufual, he, for fome time, inveighed againfi 
him, and then faid; " If I do any thing 
" for that m:lll the pop
 í11all be nl'l]ch 
" obli
ed 

... 


· Ep. 6, 27. 



o F KIN G HEN H. Y II. 26 S 
· obliged to me: but obfervc, you íhall BOOIC 1111 
" abîolve my chaplains without the oath 1 16 9. 
" you talked of." The nuncios would not 
confent; and the king ran to his horfe, 
and mounted, fV\'earing that he would 
never lifien to another word on the 
fubje8:. But the biíhops interpoffd; and 
the nuncios, with much difficulty, gave 
way. Henry difmounted, and, after forne 
converfation, publicly declared, that, "at 
" the rcquefi of his holincfs, he permitted 
" Becket to return, and all thofe who had 
" quitted England on his account." Turn- 
ing to the nuncios, he then afked that one 
of them, at Jeaft, \vould go into England 
to abfolve the excommunicated. To this 
they would not agree: indeed, their com- 
mi{fion did not e
tend fo fa:. Again was 
Henry enraged, and again he \
.rent a\vay, 
faying: " D.) what yeu will: I care not 
" the value of an egg for you or your Øex- 
" commLnication;" and rernounted his 
horfe.' The biíb.ops entreated, and he re- 
turned, propoÍÌng to them that they im- 
mediately write to the pope. As objec- 
tions were made, he [aid: " And \ìVhat if 
" they íhould Jay my kinf:do
 u;,der an 
" interdiét? Can not], \vho a m able to 
" take a firong cafile every day of the 
" year, arrefi an ecclefiaft=c \vho fhaH dare 
" to be guilty of that aé1?" The tcm- 
pef\: foon after cea[ed, \vhcn he calmly 
obferved: " After aU, it is ;ny duty to do 

, much at the requeft of his holinefs, \\yho 
" is 
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BOOK II ." is our lord and our father: Becket, 
"therefore, ma y relurn to his fee , . and 
1 16 9. 
" him and his friends I again take into 
"fa\'our." The nuncios and the affembly 
exprelfed great fatisfadion *. 
But peace \vas not yet concluded. The 
flrlJJ of reconciliation remained to be fet- 
tied, and the king infifted that the words, 
jàving the dlgnity if his kingdom, íhould be 
inferted. "That was but a [after name 
" for the cufioms of Clarendon," obferv- 
ed the primate's friends, and propofed 
that the counter-claufe, Jåving the dignity 
of the church, íhould then be admitted. 
Aíf
mblies were held; difcuffions full of 
acrilTIony were revived; and neither party 
would recede. Michaelrnas, in the mean 
tinle, approached, when the commiffion 
of the nuncios expired, and Gratian, 
weary of the fruitle[s negociation, pre.. 
pared to return into Italy. Vivian re- 
mained. 
The king had more confidence in Vi- 
yian, imagining, after the departure of his 
colleague, that he olight be prevailed on 
to adopt his meafures. He pro po fed to 
mèet him at St. Denys, to vihich place 
Vivian entreated that Becket alfo would 
repair, being convinced from fome expref- 
ÍÌons of Henry, that an accommodation 
would now be effeéled. The primate 
very reluétantly confented, and came to 
Corbeil. 
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Corbeil. At St. Denys, where the two BOOK II. 
kings again met on fOD1C public buÍÌnefs, 116 9. 
Vivian, in vain, laboured to extort from 
I-Ienry a final cOlnpliance with 
he pr
- 
nlife, he thought he had Illade hun. HIs 
anftNCrs were evafÌve: and the Italian 
finding himfelf duped, did not rcfirain 
his anger: "So lying a prince," faid he, 
" I never heard or [1\
l." Thcy parted; 
and the king, pafiîng by I\ilontmartre, 
\ivas vi!ìted by Becket. The archbií110p 
of Rouen, \vith other nlediators, fpoke 
for the primate; in his natTIe, requefiing 
that to him and his friends he would give 
peace, permit their return, and reftore 
their poífeflìons to them: " \"hile the pri- 
" mate, on his fide, they [aid, was ready 
,
 to do all that an archbiiliop owed to his 
" pri nee." - After {()R1e con verfation, 
which feemed to promife a happy iífue, 
the petition w
s reduced to \vriting, when 
Becket added that, a<; a pledge of favour 
and greater fecurity, he hoped he might 
be reconciled to th
 king by a kifs of peace. 
This was a cufiomary form in reconcilia- 
tions. The petition \ì'{.ras read, and much 
approved; but again the king had re- 
cour[e to evaíÌons, ufing a circuitous lan- 
guage, which, whilc it feenltd to grant 
every thing, was, in faa, loaded \vith 
inadmiíIible conditions. "And as to the 
"kifs of peace," h'1id he, "\yillingly I 
" would grant the pledge, had I not pub- 
" licly fworn in my anger never to 
o it, 
" thouzh 
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BOOK II." though concord were refiored betwixt 
"us." Th us ended the trea ty; for the 
116 9. king of France and many others ilrongly 
ad vi red the primate, not to return to his 
fee, unlefs Henry gave this eafy token of 
peace *. 
Hardly had Vivian turned his back, 
"vhen Henry difpatched a meffenger, re- 
quefiing he would return, and offering 
him t\
lenty marks, would he refnnJe his 
mediation. With a becoming dignity he 
rejetled the bafe offer, and wrote to tl1e 
king, fiill as a friend, advifing hilll to em- 
brace the late. prapoCal, left the fiorm, 
which threatened, immediately involved 
him and his kingdom t.-Alarmed, in- 
deed, was this mighty monarch, and again 
he fent his envoys to Beneventum : for as 
Gratian \
;as returned, with the young 
arch bilhop of Sens, the peculiar friend of 
Becket, he doubted not, but on their re- 
prefentation, the evil he dreaded mufi at 
laít come. Vivian alfo he had Ínfulted. 
With pain mufi Henry have reviewed 
the Iail tranfaBions. At Domfront he 
had been indecently impetuous; at Baiel1x 
tefiy as a child, and changeful as an April 
morning; at St. Denys falfe and illufory; 
and at Montmartre fo triftingJy evafive, 
as to convince mafi men, that the primate 
with reafon doubted the fincerity of pro- 
feffions, which fear on1y, it feemed, in 
the 
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the pre{fure of intervals, extorted from BOOK II. 
him. . 116 9 
But neither V\J'ould he rely on the care . 
his minifiers might tak h e 
f fl his intc h refi h a d t 




f 
Beneventum ; nor on t e]n uence e a the king. 
before gained amongft tbe cardinals. He 
- fent an edié1 into England of great fe- 
verity, which he commanded to be uni- 
verfally obeyed, purporting; That if any 
perfon íhould be found carrying any man- 
date from the pope or Becket, whereby 
an interdiB: might be laid on the country, 
he be treated as a traitor to the king and 
kingdom: that all perfons obeying fuch 
interdiB:, be baniílled the realm, with all 
their kindred: that no man appeal to the 
pope or the archbiíhop: that no eccleÍÌaf- 
tic go beyond fea, or return into England, 
vlithout a paf1þort. Such, and more were 
there injunð:ions s and the íheriffs of the 
counties were commanded to tender an 
oath of obedience to an the fubjeéts of 
the realm, above tbe age of fifteen. The 
laity fubrnitted; but the prelates, and ab- 
bots, and principal clergy, were not fo 
tra
able. They refufed to aífem bte J 
agreeably to the king's order, and cùn- 
demned the ,vhole proceedin
. Among 
there flood foremofi Henry of \VincheHcr ; 
and the biíhop of Norwich poblicly ex- 
communicated the earl of Chefier, as a 
n1andate [raiD Becket ininined him) ia 
the preîence even of the o.iliccrs 
7ho had 
brought him a rt'ohibition from the king. 
C0rning 



27 0 HISTOR Y OF THE H.EIGN 
BOOK I1. Con1ing down from the pulpit, he laid 
l1Ö9. his pafioral fiaff on the altar: " NovV' let 
" me fee," faid he, " \v ho will dare to 
"firetch his hand againfi the poffeffions 
"of the church? *"-Another attempt 
was made to bring about a reconciliation, 
which ended a5 others had done; and the 
year ele\?en hundred and fixty-nine 
clofed. 
117 0 . The king's minifiers at Beneventum 
N had optained, that ne\v commiffioners 
ewcom- J1... Id b . d h . f 
miflìoners U10U e appoInte , t e archblíbop 0 
appoint- Rouen <Jnd tbe biíhop of Nevers. They 
cd. ,vere ordered to \vait on Henry, and to 
admoniíh him to permit the primate to re- 
turn to his fee, to rellore to him and his 
friends their poffeffions with fun [ecurity, 
and to be reconciled to' him by the kifs of 
peace: but if, \vithin forty days, after this 
admonition, he delayed to comply, they 
are comnlanded to lay all his doo1inions in 
France under an interdiB, by \
lhich the 
whole fervice of the church 111all ceafe, 
fave the adminiílration of baptifm, and of 
penance to the dying. Should the prof- 
pea of an accommodation be certain, 
they are authoriîed to abfolve the excom- 
municated, and then to exhort the king 
to aboliíh the evil cufioms of his realm t. 
-Alexander had been aíTured that to 
there terms Henry would aífent, and full 
of this convié.tion he \vrote many letters, 
to 
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to the king, to the archbifhop of Y ork, Bool\:H. 
and to the fuffragans of Canterbury. 
h d lJjO. 
But now it was every were reporte , 
that the king Ineant to crown the young 
prince Henry, by the hands of the arch- 
bilhop ('f York, to the prejudice, doubt- 
lcfs, of the fee of Canterbury, to which, 
by ancient cuflom, the coronation of our 
kings belonged. Roufed by tbe news, 
Becket left nothing unattempted 
1hereby 
l1e might impede its confurnmation. He 
obtained letters of inhibition from Alex- 
ander, direéled to the archbiíhop of York 
and the Engliíh prelates; and himîel
 on 
every fide, \vas loud and threatening
. 
Nothing fuccceded. The mcffengers) ,\
ho 
,,,ere returned from Beneventum, one of 
,
.hom, let it be obferved, was the noto- 
rious John of Oxford, reported not only 
that the pope approved the meafure; but 
that even he had empo
.ered the arch- 
biíhop to ptxfor
 the ceremony. A letter 
to thIs purpofe, addreíred to that prElate, 
feems to ha ve been circulated t. t 
In the IDonth of March, the king em- Prince 
barked for England, and, after a danger_Henry 
fl . . h . h h I II fi . çrownpd 
ODS pa age, 1 n W IC e Oll ve iI-ups, - \'! 
any many of his noble tr
1in, landed at 
Portfmouth, after an abfence of aimofi 
four ye21rs. To correét the diforders, 
\vhich, he faw \yith indignation, had dis- 
figured 


· L. iv. ep. 
2, 43,44, 45. t BiG. of Hen. ii. p. (40. 
:t: See append. ii. ' 



27'1. HIS 1'OR Y OF 'fHE REIGN 
BOOK II. figured the geneial adlninifiration of go- 
vernment, was his firft care: but of this 
J I 7 0 . .It.. 
I luaU fpeak afterwards: and his next 
,vas to folemnife the coronation of his 
fon.-The policy of this rneafure, which, 
though for a long time praétifed in France, 
had not yet been [een in Eagland, can- 
not eafily be difcovered. An empty title, 
with no increafe of power, ''Vas all it was 
defigned to confer: but \,\Tould not the 
nalne of king, with its pageant eníìgns, 
naturally, in a young mind, excite a 
thirfi for more fubflantial honours?- 
Whatever \vere Henry's views, hafiening 
to their accomplifhment, he convened the 
great council of the nation. The great 
council of the nation, biíhops, abbots, 
earls, barons, fberiffs, wardens, aldermen, 
met him at W efiminfier, \,
here, all 
,vondering at the novel fight, in folemn 
pomp the prince was cro\vned; Roger of 
York, with four attendant pre]ates, per- 
forming the ceremony. On the foHow- 
ing day, pub1ic homage \vas performed 
by all the vaffa1s; and at dinner, with an 
ill-judged condefcenfion, the father, with 
his own hands, minifiered to the royal 
youth. He \vas in his íìxteenth year, and 
by charaB.er headftrong and arrogant. 
With him \"3S not cro
rned the princefs 
Margaret, \\'hom '^' ith queen Eleanor the 
l
ing h:\d left in Normandy *11 
The 
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The commiffioners, having r
ceived BOOK IJ II 
their mandates, had been ordered to foI- 
I 170. 
low the king into England: and of this 
they acquainted him, \\.hen he requefied 
they would not expofe themfelves to the 
danger of the fea, adding, that he íhould 
immediately return to the continent. But 
Becket heard the ne,vs of the coronation 
with bitter pain; he heard, at the fame 
time, that neither his own nor Alexan- 
der's letters, inhibiting the ceremony, had 
been 'Jffiblicly delivered; and he heard that 
one of the commiffioners, with too eafy 
a placability, had abfol ved the bilhop of 
London from the fentence of fufpenÍÌon. 
His difappointment and trouble of mind, 
as ufuaJ, he veritep in many complaints, 
which gave occaÍÌon to explications, and 
apologies, and accufations, in a multifa- 
rious corref pondence * II 
Henry, hov,"ever urgent the prefs of 
buÍÌnefs, could not prolong his flay in 
England: for Louis, provoked at the in- 
fult offered to him in the perfon of his 
daughter Margaret, had entered Norman- 
dy; and the term fixed for the reconciliation 
with Becket drew to a concluÍÌonll He 
again croíred the fea, having previouf1y af- 
fured the commiffioners, that nothing 
1hould, on his fide, frnfirate the treaty; 
and an intervie\v, bcfides, had been fet.... 
tIed \vith the king of France, for the 
VOL. I. T t\ventieth 
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74 HISTORY OF THE REIGN 
EOOKII . t\'
entieth of July. The primate engaged 
J to be prefent. 
J I 7 0 . F I b 
In a meado\v near retva, on the or- 
Henry ders of Touraine, the kings met, and after 
and the 
prilnate t\yO days conference, adjuíled every caufe 
are 
e- of difièrence.- The arch bifhop of Sens, 
conclled. \\.ith the commiffioners then ,vaited on 
, 
Henry. In their company Becket haà 
C0111e to Fretval; and they fo fettled pre- 
liminaries, that his majefiy 3ppointed the 
next day for the intervie\vII Early in the 
morning, '\vith a numerous retinue, the 
king entered the meadow; and foon after 
came the primate, not unfplendidly attend- 
ed. The cro\yd of [peélators \vas vafi. 
Springing fronl the circle, when he faw I 
him at a difiance, Henry galloped up to 
the archbifhop, and faInted him, b3re- 
11eaded. A fe\v \vords of gratulatio!1 paf- 
fed, and both \vithdre\y, familiarly con- 
'7erfing as they retired from the company. 
It did not feeln, from .their deportnlent, 
that they had e\Ter been enen1ies.-With 
much gentlenef"" the' primate exhorted 
Henry to retrieve his reputation \\'hich had 
fufl-èred, and to make fatisfaBion to the 
church. The king aírented. Becket then 
fpoke of the late coronation, ,vhich he 
reprefented as an enormous derogation 
from the fights of Canterbury, and hif- 
torically detailcd the uniform praé1ice from 
the conquefi. "I doubt 110t," [aid 
Henry, " but your fee is the 111011 noble 
(, amongfi the vvefiern chu!che
; nor is it 
" my 
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,\, my ,villi to depri ve it of its rights; ra- nOOK II. 
" ther, as you íhall advife, I will firive to 
 
1 1 70. 
" repair the evil, and to refiore to Canter- 
" bury its prifiine dignity. But to thofe 
" who hitherto have betrayed both you 
" and me, I will, by the bleffing of God, 
" make [ueh an anfwer, as the deferts of 
" traitors demand." At the words, Becket 
fprang from his horfe, and thre\v himfelf 
before the king; but he, feizing the fiir- 
rup, forced hÜn to remount, and faid, as 
the tears fell froLD his eyes: " My lord 
" archbiíhop, why many vvords? Let us 
" refiore to each other our former affec- 
" tion, and in mutual good offices, forget 
" every caufe of ranCOUf. But thew me 
"honour, I beg, before thofe yonder, who 
"have their eyes turned to\vards us." 
\Vith this, leaving Becket, he rode up to 
the company, and obferving forne there 
'\vho hld been promoters of the late quar- 
rel, he fpoke: "If, when I find the pri- 
" mate full of all good difpoiitions in iny 
"regard) I were not reciprocally good to 
" him; truly, I lhould be the worfi of 
" men, and prove that to be true \vhich is 
" faid of me. There cal
not be any coun- 
"fel more honourable' or ufeful to me, 
"than that I íhould firive to go before 
" him in kindnefs, and furpafs him in the 
general praé1:ìce of beneficence." The ad- 
drefs \vas reeci ved \rvith the \varmeft plau- 
dits *. 
T 2 He 
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BOOK II. He fent to the prirnate, who r
nlaincd 
at a difiance, defiring he \yould 110\V, in 
1170. the face of the a{fclnbly, fiate his petition. 
The bif11opS, ,vho bore the n1effage, ad- 
vi fed him to fubnlit himfelf ànd his caufe 
to the king's pleafure; but he declined 
their counfel, and they left hi[n. He then 
deliberated ,yith his friends, the compa- 
nions principally of his exile; and having 
ad j ufied tbe ternlS, they all nloved towards 
the king, \vho flood [urrounded by his at- 
tendants. In the name of Becket, the 
archbiíhop of Sens fpoke, and petitioned 
" that he \vould refiore to the primate his 
" royal fa vour, peace and fecurity to hilTI 
" and his, vvith the church of Canterbury, 
" and the poíTeilions belonging to jt, as 
" fet do'W
n in a '
/riting the king had feen ; 
" that he \yould be graciouí1y pleafed to 
"all1t:nd, \vhat had been prefumptuouíly 
" done 'againfi him and his church, in the 

 
" late coronation; ,,,bile, on his fide, the 
" primate promi[ed Jove and honour, and 
"whatever fervice can be performed in 
" the Lord, by an archbiíhop, to his [0- 
" vereign."-" I ágrec to aU," replied the 
monarch, "and the prinlate and his 
" friends I again take into favour *." 
A long and private converfation, \vith 
tbe fanliliarit y of ancient friend111ip, no\y 
took place between them; and 
nIy clS 
night appro
1ch(d, they part(d having 
agreed" 
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agreed, that Becket íhould firfi \vait on BOOK II. 
the French kin g and his other benefattors, 
117 0 . 
as gratitude required; and then make 
[orne flay \vith Henry, before he returned 
into England, that the \vor1d might learn 
ho\v íìncere their reconciliation was. 
They \vere departing when it \yas pro- 
paCed to Becket, that he fhould abfol ve 
the excon1111unicated, íhe\\9ing to others 
the indulgence, which himfelf had jufi ex- 
perienced. He obferved, that the cafes 
\vere very different, there beiog fon1E in 
that number, \vhorn the pope and other 
bifhop3 had fufpended, and ,,,hofe crimes 
were of various defcriptions: " But being 
" vvilli ng to {h.e,v mercy to a1l," faid he, 
" I ,viII take the ad vice of my king, and 
"proceed as !hall [eern mofl: expedient." 
Appreheníìve that an altercation might 
enfue, Henry dre\v the primate fronl the 
cro\yd, and rcqucfiing he \tvould not heed 
the difcourfes of fuch men, he begged his 
benediélion, and they all retired *. 
Soon after the conference, as they had I?ifiicuJ- 
been em p o'
7ered, the commiflioners ab- tl

 a J re 
. r..ue II 
folved the excommunIcated; and Becket 
difpatched agents to tal
c po{fef1ion of the 
Jands and the effeéls of his fee; for the 
king had fent letters p3tent to his fan, 
\vherebv he \vas comnJanded to make an 
.I 
a111ple reftitlltion of all things, as they had 
beC'n poí1,>Hèd three months before the 
pri ma tC' 
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BOOK lI.primate departed from England. But it 
was the interefi of many not to comply 
J 17 0 . with thefe injunétions. They had long 
received the great revenues of the fee, and 
were not difpofed to relinquiíh them. 
Excufes therefore \\i-ere lDade, difficulties 
were raifed, the young king w
s iffipofed 
on, and the day of r(
HitLJti'Jn was put 
off: In the mean time, gredter extort:ons 
,vere committed, and the produce of the 
lands, and the furniture of hou[e
 and 
cafiles, ,vere confumed or copveyed to a 
difiance. So the agents reported "*. 
Weeks had pafTed, "hen Bccket again 
faw the king at T0urs, \\"here he ,vas re- 
ceived by him with"a marked coolnefs; 
and, being preffed to execute the terms of 
peace, he told hilll to go to England, and 
that his poffeffions ,vou]d be refiored. ",-A 
few days after, he met him at Chaumont 
near Blois, ,'Vhen Henrv V\ 7 ith great kind- 
nefs, converfed \vith hirD; a
d it 'vas 
finally agreed, that he û10uld immedi- 
ately return to Canterbury t. But it 
,,-vas evident, that the king"!:, heart ",""as al- 
tered, and that he f
]t no longer the 
warmth of returning affeB:ion, ,,'hjch he 
had expreued at FretvaJ. From that time 
t,vo months had elapfed. The change 
might be o\ving to many c3nfes, (if ever 
his profcffions ,ycre fincere;) bnt pri nci.. 
pally it arofe from the reprefentations of 
tho[e, 
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thofe, who \Vere interefied in the prolan-BOOR II. 
gation of the quarrel, or who, from cn- 
rnity to Becket, ,viíhed he might never re- 117 0 . 
turn ll Becket himfelf, on many occaÍÌons, 
afcribed the \vhole quarreJ, as he did the 
prefen t breach of faith, not to the king, 
but to fuch men as I defcribed, whom ani-" 
moÍÌty and the love of rapine f\tyayed. 
Among thefe he p]aced foremaft Roger of 
York and Gilbert of London, and tho[e 
who fattened on the lands of Canter- 
bury *. 
J 
Alexander, to Vw'hom regularly every 
event \vas reported, heard \vith much 
pleafure of the reconciliation; but foon alfo 
he heard that its conditions \tyere not com- 
plied \yith. He ordered his commiffioners, 
therefore, to announce to the king, that 
if, \vithin thirty days, after this admoni- 
tion given, he did not accompliíh the 
peace, all his dominions in France !bould 
be interdiBed. The primate alio had ob- 
tained mandates of excommunication a- 
gainfi thofe prelates, who had affified at 
the coronation t. It \yas the end of Oc- 
tober. Preparing, therefore, to depart 
from Sens, he wrote to the king.-He 
fpeaks of the reconciliation at Fretva], and 
he calls on God to \vitnefs the fincerity 
,vith ,vhich he enlbraced it: that he lik
- 
Y
lifc had acceded to it with difpofitions 
equaliy fincere, trufiing to his profeflions, 
he 
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280 HISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
BOOK Il. he had not doubted. The letters he had 
fent to his fon, commanding a refiitution 
J J 7 o. f h . 
o IS property, evinced, at the fame time, 
l1Îs bepevolence, and the peace and fecu- 
rity he had offered. But, under various 
pretences, this refiitution ,vas delayed, he 
obferves, from motives \vhich Henry may 
invefiigate, and \vhich, he is well aífured, 
have a tendency to injure his honour and 
the peace of the church II He mentions 
Ranulph de Broe, vvho, for [even years, 
nad oppre{fed the fee of Canterbury, [poil- 
ing its lands, and diffipating its revenues, 
and whofe hands were now become dou- 
bly rapaciousII To prove this he has \vit- 
neffes. "In the hearing of In any , he has 
"boafied," continues he, "that I {hall 
" not live to eat a whole loaf of bread in 
"Englandll" Yet all thefe evils, he tells 
him, he has po\ver to avert: but that, 
if, as it now appears, Canterbury mufi 
perilh from the enn1ity certain perfons 
bear to himfelf, to fave her, he is ready 
to prefent his throat to the executioner. 
He concludes: "Once more it was my 
"willi to fee you, Sir; but in lo\;vne(') 
f 
" heart, as yo
 pernlit me, I am compel- 
" led to reviíìt illY affiitted church, there, 
"perhaps, to periíh for her fafety, unlefs 
"I am fpe
di]y refcued by your good- 
e, nefs. But \vhether I Jive or die, to YOtl 
" I am devoted, in the Lord, and ever 
" will be. Whatéver befall me or mine, 
" may 
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" nlay heaven blefs you and your chil- BOOKII. 
" dren 
 !" He neyer \vrote more to 
H 11 7 0 . 
enry. 
ReCoIved to en1bark for England, though The pri- 
his friends from all quartels advifed im ate re- 
. h r b L h . turns to 
not yet to atternpt It, e lent elore In1En
land. 
his fai t hfn 1 fecretary , John of Saliíbury. 
Sorry v\'as the Secretary to hnd all true that 
the agents had reported, and of this he in- 
formed his mailer. fIe informed him 
that, be!ìdes the general !tate of dilapida- 
tion, of dcmoliíhed houfes, of empty -barns, 
of unculti vated lands, of fallen woods, and 
of a ruined tenantry, the revenues of the 
laft haifyear had been jufi feized, and his 
agents ejeé1ed from their offices. He in- 
formed him, that the archbi!hop of York, 
and the bifhops of London and Saliíbury, 
,vere the infiigators or every violence; 
that they had entreated the king not to 
permit his return, unlefs he refigned his 
lcgatine po'\yers, and unlefs he promifed to 
ob[erve the cufioms of Clarcndon.- The 
prin1ate, in the mean '\vhile, 'vent to Rau- 
en, hoping, as it had been intimated by 
tbe king, that he íhould there be enabled 
to d;fcharge his debts, and return \vith ho- 
nour: but here he found John of Oxford, 
\vith a letter from his mafier, \vhich re- 
quefied that he ".ould no longer delay his 
journey, and \vhich appoint;d the fame 
John 
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BOOKII. John to efcort him *.--Evidently was 
l:--Ienry aware, that the P rirnate \vouJd be 
I I 7
. 
expofed to danger, or he vvould not thus 
have wantonly infulted him. John of 
OXk:>rd ,vas his declared enemy; but he 
"vas the confidential fervant of the king, 
and therefole mofi proper to guard him 
fro
n violence.--- They dep
rtcd for 
Whittlnd in Flanders. 
Waiting here for a favourable wind, 
Becket \vas warned by a pI i vate meffenger 
froln the earl of Boulogne, to take care of 
hinl felf. Intelligence was alio can veyed 
to 
 him, that the three prelates had paífed 
through Canterbury, where they had in- 
ftigated forne powerful lords, the notorious 
RanuJph de Broe, Reginald de Warenne, 
an<:l Gervafe de Cornhill, VJith an armed 
force to guard the coafis, on ,yhich the pri- 
mate \vas expeCted to land. Their orders 
\vere to fearch his baggage, from a \vell- 
grounded apprehenfion, that he brought 
mand:ltes from the pope. But the lay 
con[pirators, (for confpirators certainly 
they \:vere, V\.ho, un \varran ted by legal 
po\ver, proceeded thus violently to moleft 
an unoffending fubjeét,) publicly threa- 
tened his life, if he dared to land. The 
biíhops \vere at Dovert. 
Thoroughly apprifed, as Becket expref- 
fes it, of tbefe machinations, he took a 
bafty refolution, \iVhich found policy could 
not 


.. Ep. 64, 73' Gerv. \Tit. c. 3. 


t Ibid. 



OF KING HENR Y II. 283 
not jufiify, ho\vever much common refent- BOOIC If. 
ment might fuggefl the meafl1re, or the 117 0 . 
deferts of his enelnÏes might call for it, or 
tbe permiffion of tbe king had empowered 
hirn to do it. The papal mandates, \vhich 
fu f pended Roger of Y or k, a nd rene
"ed 
the fentence of excommunication againft 
the biíbops of London and Saliíbury, he 
fent over, the very day before himfelf em- 
barked; a,nd they \yere put into their 
hands, ,,,hile they "",ere projeBing, by 
every violence, to oppofe the refioration 
of order and concord *.- The occafion of 
this cenfure was the irregular coronation of 
the prince; but it had not been, at this 
time, infliBed, it [eems, had the behavi- 
our of thore prelates been lefs malevolent 
and infulting; for the other biíhops, who 
a:!Iìßed at the ceremony, though involved 
in the f
me fentence, \Nere not molefiedt. 
Beíìdes, had it been his fixed intention to 
proceed thus rigoro\Jí1y againf1 them, and 
thereby to evince to the \vorld, that his 
rerentments \yere implacabJe, his pride 
unconquerable, and the Jove of concord 
tlï{)í1 alien from his heart) he ,,:auld npt 
have waited to this precarious moment. 
It \,\Tas their o"vn hoHiJe ani moíì ty ,vhich 
roufed him: and if the coo1nefs of reflec- 
t}on cannot applaud the ftep, the quiclr 
fee1ings of humanity V\
jH be at hand to 
mitigate Ollr cenfure. 


Still 


· Ibid. Dicet. N'eubrig. 


.J., -r.-' p .... 
! -Å.J . j)' 



2 8 4 


II IS TOR Y OF T1IE REI G
 


BOOK II. Still he "'''as ad vifed not to ven ture. H I 
" fee England before me," he obfcrved, 
117 0 . " and I will go to it, whatever fila y be the 
"iífue. It is enough, that the paftor has 
" been, [even years, abfent from his flock." 
So faying he embarked, and after a prof- 
perous voyage, landed in Sandwich har:- 
bour, on the firfi day of December.-- 
With unbounded attefiations of joy he was 
received by the people; but the armed 
band, headed by the noblemen, I menti- 
oned, \vho had expet1ed him at Dover, 
marched in great hafie to Sand\vich. The 
inhabitants of the place took up arms, re- 
foIved to defend the primate; while John 
of Oxford, who with pain vie\ved the vvild 
attempt, went out to meet theiTI. In the 
name of the king, he forbad them to offer 
any injury to the archbiíhop or his fono
r- 
ers, well aware that the honour of his maf- 
ter ,vas concerned; and if they \\70uld fpeak 
to him, he faid, they might do it in a lefs 
hofiile manner. They came up unarmed, 
and \vithout much ceremony, den1anded 
thât the firanger, \vho was with the pri- 
mate, the archdeacon of Sens, íhould take 
a n oath of allegiance to Henry and his fan. 
"wfhis was refified. They then quefiioned 
him, \vith much rudenefs, about the fuf- 
penfion of the bifhops; but as the cro\i\'d 
round the primate ,vas great, and not 
difpofed to fee him inflllted, they left 
him, 


.... 



OF !{ING HENRY II. 2SS 
hinl, and returnoo to the prelates at BOOK II 
Dover *. 
1 170. 
The next day, he went to Canterbury. 
The acclamations on the road, and his re- 
ception in the city, with the ringing of 
bells, the muíìc of infiruments, and the 
fangs of the clergy, [poke welcome to his 
he
rt, and attefted the joys of the people. 
On the morro\v, came tl1e fame barons 
\vith the cha p lains of the bi1ho p s, demand- 
i · 
I iog their abfolution from the fentence, 
which had been pronounced, they [aid, 
in defiance of the king, and the cufioms 
of the realm. "I did it," replied Becket, 
" \vith the king's permiilion; and abfolve 
" them I cannot: for an inferior judge can- 
" not undo the fentence of his fuperior, 
" who i3 here the Ron1an pontif[
' They 
urged it more firongly, and they threaten- 
ed the indignation of the king. "If the 
" t\VO bifhops then," obferved he, ",viII 
" ta ke an oath before me, according to the 
" ufuaI form, to obey the pope's injuné1i- 
" ons in this affair; for the peace of the 
"church, and opt of reverence to the 
" king, ,,
ith his advice, and with the ad- 
" vice of the bj{hop of Winchefier and 
" others of my brethren, I will venture to 
" abfolve them at my o"\tvn peril, and \vill 
" treat them with every mark of gent]cnefs 
" and affettion." The anfwer ,vas report- 
ed to the bif11ops; when Roger of Yark 
( vlhofe 
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BOOK II. (\vhofe cafe the pope had referved to 
hiulfelf) objeé1ed to the oath, \N hich could 
1170. b k r - 
not e ta en, he 1 aid, \\i i tho utI e a ve 0 t 
the l{ing. It was obferved, t.hat the fame 
bifhops, when lately excommunicated by 
the primate only, had not been a bfal ved 
without an oath to that effeét; and they 
feemed no\v difpofed to accede to the 
terms of peacell "I have by nle eight 
thoufand marks of filver," [aid Roger: 
" them, if nece1t1ry, I \vill freely fpend to 
"reprefs the fiubborn arrogance of that 
"man. Be not dccei vcd; ra ther let us 
"repair to the king, \vho hitherto has 
"proteBed us. If you qui t him for his 
" enemy, (for never 

ilI their reconcilia- 
" tion be íìncere,) expett to be deemed de- 
e;, ferters, and to be expelJed from your 
"fees. Where then \vill you go to beg 
" your bread? Be true to the king. \Vhat 
"more can Thomas do to you, than he 
" has done already * ?" 
The addrefs [
cceeded, and the three 
prelates inflantIy determined to fail for 
Normandy. But before their departure, 
they difpatcned 111e{fengers to the young 
king, by malicious infinuations, to per- 
fuade him, that it was the archbiíhop's 
intention to deprive him of his throne t! 
-Hirnfelf, on his arrival, !lad rent to the 
prince, to acquaint him of his return, and 
to apologife for the fufpenfion of the bi- 
íhops. fIe no\v purpofed to vvait on young 
Henry, 
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Henrv, \vho refided at W oodfiock, and BOOI( II. 
after that, to make the vifitation of his di- 
I I iO. 
ocefe. His entrance into London was 
fplendid; but, the next morning, t\\'o of- 
ficers from W oodfiock flopped hIs progre(
, 
commanding him not to enter the king's 
cities or cafiles, and to return to his church. 
1'he iníinuations of the biíhops, though 
abfurd and puerile, had produced their ef- 
fea. He obeyed. 
And now returned to Canterbury, he 
fpent the days which intervened before 
Chrifimas, in retirement, in prayer, and 
in fernlons to the lnonks and the people; 
for the general afpet! of things, and the 
reports of every day, clearly told him, that 
fomething difafierous would furely fo11o\\-. 
He had reaCon to apprehend, as he fays 
himfelf, that the biíhops who had croífed 
the feas, would impofe on the l{ing, and 
rekindle his anger againfi the church, 
\\7hich God, fays he, avert! In other re- 
gards, amidft the fears of his friends, he 
\vas unmoved and dauntlefs. On Chrifi- 
mas day, he preached in the great church, 
and at the end of his ferman, told the peo- 
ple, that he íhould quickly lea ve them. 

hey .",-ept: when fuddenly, changing 
h15 VOIce and looks, he vehemently in- 
vcighed againfi the vices of the age, and 
by name excommunicated fame of the 
n10ft notorious of his enemies *. 


The 


· Vito c. 9, 10. Gerv. IIaved. 
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BOOK II . The tbree prelates, in the mean \vhiIe, 
with the ex p edition of reven g eful malice, 
II 70. 
had [een the king in Normandy. In agi- 
tation they threw themfelves at his feet, 
imploring his juflice againfi the primate, 
and his clelnency for theln felves, for his 
clergy, and for his kingdoln. He had 
3bufed the king's indulgence, they faid; 
adding faIf1y, that he had excommunicated 
not themfelves only, but all thofe who 
,,,,ere prefent at thé prince's coronation. 
" Then, by God's eyes," [aid Hcnry in a 
rage, "he has excommunicated me.:' 
They proceeded to t:
y, ,\lith equal truth, 
that, efcorted b\T an armed band of fol- 
J 
diers, he ,vas gone to the young king, pur- 
pofing to enter his cafiJcs. f;' And ha ve I 
" maintained fo rnany cowardly and un- 
"grateful lTIen," exclaimed Henry, no 
longer mailer of hin1felf, "not one of 
" whom will revenge the injuries I have 
" fufiained from that turbulent priefi!" He 
added other unguarded refleBions again!l 
the primate *. 
Is affaffi- Four gentlen1cn of the king's bedcharn- 
nated. ber, knights and barons of the realm, Re- 
ginald Fitzurfe, William de Traci, Rich- 
ard Brito, and Hugh de Moreville, willing 
to gratify the anger of their prince, the 
furious irnpetuo1ìty of \vhich they íhould 
ha ve kno\vn better, inftandy refolved to 
execute his menaces. They departed for 
England, 
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England, and landing near Dover, pro- BOOK II. 
ceeded to the cafile of Ranulph de Brac, , 
1 I 70. 
I about fix miles from Canterbury. Here 
they [pent the night, concerting \vith that 
I enemy of Becket, how befi they tl10uld ex- 
, ecute their defign. He had under his order
 
a band of foJdiers. Thefe they agreed to 
take \vith them; and on the follo\,
ing day, 
which \yas Tuefday, the T\":enty-ninth of 
December, concealing their arlDS, they en- 
tered the citv *. 
.I 
ClarembaJdus, a man of notorious de- 
pravity, \VhOlTI Henry had forced on the 
monks, ""as abbot of St. P1. unin's. Into 
I his rnonafierv, he received the confpirators, 
and entertai
ed them, mutt1al
y cO
[èrring 
together on the clark bufinef
 they had in 
hand. Mean \vhile the primatc, "yhor
 
palace was a part of Chrifichurch, had 
dined, and after dinner \YJ.S convcríìng on 
bufinefs, \vith the tnonks and h is cl
rg
.. 
The knights entered his apartolent, and, 
"..vithout cereillony, feated then1[elves on 
the ground at his feet.-" Vie bring you 
" orders from the king," raid Reginald 
Fitzurfe, after a paufe of filence: ",viII 
" you hear thenl in public or in private?' 
-" As it {hall pleafe you befi/' replied 
Becket.- c , In pri vate then," rejoined Re- 
gin aId: on \vhich the C0111pany ,vas told 
to quit the room. But he had not Cpoken 
long, \\Then the primate obfer\1ed that, it 
\T OLe I., U ,yoult! 
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BOOK II. would be ,veJl, that others fi}ould hear 
wh . at he faid; and callin g to his cler gy , 
J 1 70. 
bad them to return. Reginald proceeded: 
" We order you in the king's name, to go 
" to his fon, and pay him' the homage 
" which is due to your lord."-
' I have 
" done it," replied Becket.-" You have 
" not," faid Reginald; "for you have fuf- 
" pended his biíhops, which looks as if 
,: you ".ould tear the croWn from his 
" head."-" l\1any crowns, rather, I would 
" place on his head; and as to the biíhops, 
" they were [ufpended not by me, but by 
" the pöpe ;" anf
Tered the primate.- 
c, The fentence was procured by you ;" 
he rejoined.--Becket faid; "It does not 
U difpleafe me, I confefs, \i\lhen the pope 
" avenges the injuries of the church and 
" my own."-He then [poke of the in- 
fnIts he had received, and of the many 
evils to which his oV\?n poífeffions and 
thofe of his friends had been expofed, fince 
the reconciliation at Fretval.-" Had you 
" brought thefe complaints before your I 
" peers," obferved Rcginald, in terrnpting 
bim, " jufiice had been done you."-" [ 
" ha ve experienced the contrary," replied 
Becket: "But, Reginald; you and more f 
" than two hundred knights \vere prefent, 
" '\vhen the king told me, I might con1pel 
" thofe to make fatisfaétion, by ecclefiaf- 
" tical cenfures, \vho had difiurbed the 
" peace of the. church ; nor can I longer 
" diírembIe the proper difcharge of lny 
tC pafioraI 
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(( pafioral duties."- The knights fprang BOOKI: 
from the O'round: "vV e heard no fuch 
b 1 1:'0. 
" \\Tords," exclaimed they: "but thefe are 
"threats. Monks; \VC command you to 
(( guard this man: if he efcape you íhall 
" anf\ver for hilll."-SO flying., they \\.ent 
out; but Becket follo\ving them to the 
outward door; "I came not here to run 
u. a way, gentlemen," he called after thenl ; 
" nor do I value your threats." -" You 
" {hall find fomethjng more than threats;" 
they anf wered, and departed *. 
" It is \vonderful," [aid Joho of SJlif- 
bury, when they were gone, "that you 
" \yill take no one's ad vice. Why fiill 
" more irritate thofe 111i1creants by your 
"replies, and follovv then1 to the door? 
" We could have advifed you bctter."-- 
" l\/lv refolntion is taken," anf\vered the 
prinl"'ate; "and I \vell kno\
" \yhat I íhould 
" do."-" Heavc11 
rant, it nJay be fuc- 
" cefsful I" rejoined the fccretary. 
In the court of the palace, 11 nder a iar;c 
nlulberry-tree, the knights took off their 
outer garments, and appeared in ar010nr; 
and ha ving opened the door to the [01- 
diers, they had brought ,,,ith them, they 
all feized their arms, and again entered 
the palace. The arOlS the knights borE, 
\\Tere an axe in the left h1nd, to break 
through obfiacles, if ncc
fi
lry, and in the 
right they branclií11ed their nJ ked [\v()rd
. 
U 2 \ \T it Is 


· Gerv. Vita, c. I
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:BOOK II.With much difficulty the primate had 

 been prevailed on to leave his apartment: 
1170. k 
but the mon s, whom his danger had 
alarmed, infified on it; and as the evening 
fervice had begun, they led him to the 
church. With a flow and relué1ant fiep, . 
he advanced through the cloifiers, and en- 
tered by a fide do
r. All was confuÍÌon 
here. "Co\vards," faid he to them, as 
" they were barring the doors, "I forbid 
" you to do it. I did not come here to re- 
"fifi, but to fuffer." Scarcely had he 
faid the \vords, vvhen the affafÌÌns, who 
had not found him in the palace, ca me ruíh... 
jng through the cloifters, and entering the 
church, divided. The primate, mean 
while, had afcended a few fieps towards 
the, choir.-" Where is the traitor Becket?" 
exclaimed Reginald Fitzurfe, and as no 
anfwer \vas given: "\tVhere is the archbi- 
ihop?" he repeated in a louder tone. Becket 
turned his head, and corning down the 
fieps, [aid: "Here I am.-,,'-Reginald, I 
" have done you many kindnetics; and 
"do you come to rDe thus armed ?"- 
He feized the pril11ate's robe: " you iliall 
" kno\v at cnce/' [aid he, "Get out from 
" hence, and die. "-" I ,viII not move :" 
replied the prinl
te, dra\ving his robe 
from his hand.-" Then fly;" excJaimed 
the knight.-" Nor that either ;9' obferveo 
Becket: " but if it is IT1Y blood YOll \Yant
 
" I am ready to die, that the church nlay 
"obtain liberty and peace; only, in the 
" name of God, I forbid you to hurt any 
" of my people." R
ginaId 
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Reginald retired to give a fevcrer blow; BOOKU.. 
and being joined by the other affaffins, he }.17 0 
í1ruck "rith all his might: but Edward 
Grime, a clerk, interpofing his arnl, re- 
ceived the weight of the bIo",", and the 
3rchbiíhop was only wounded on the head. 
"No\v firike:" exclaimed Reginald........ 
Becket bo\\?ing his head, in a pofiure of 
prayer; "To God," [aid he, "and the 
" patrons of this place, I commend myfelf 
" and the church's caufe." They \vere 
l1is Iaft words. Without a motion or a 
groan, in the fame devout attitude, v;ith 
his hands joined, he received a fecond 
ftroke, and as the murderers rnultiplied 
their blo,vs, he fell motionlefs at their feet. 
" He is dead," faid they, and went out.. 
Thus, in the fifty-third year of his age, His clla- 
died 1""'homas a Becket, arch biíhop of Can_ratter. 
terbury, and primate of England.- With- 
out incurring the imputation of a vain fin.. 
gularity, may I fay, that the charaé1er of 
this Inan has never been fairly appreciated? 
When the catholic dra\vs the portrait: 
all his virtues are emblazoned, and his 
blemiíhes are loft in the glare of light. 
They vie\v him as a faint; and unfortu- 
nately fo impofing has that cbaraéler been 
rendered, that the eífential fiains of mor- 
tality are not al1o\\'ed to refl upon it. 
Since the recent date of the reformation, it 
íhould 


· Ge-rv. Chron. ct Aét. Pont. 1-1oveJen. 'Tit. c. I () 
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BOOI{ II.íhould feern, that the moral order of thing
 
has been in verted. Some virtues loft their 
J 17 0 . d h h d b 1 " . 
name; an w at a cen re JgJOllS, ex- 
enlplary, and perfett above the reach of 
unaffifled nature, ceafed to be fOe The 
protefiant then feizcd the pencil, and vic""- 
iog Becket, drew a portrait, on which vvere 
feen no lines of foroler beauty. On bot11 
fides, is much partial judgment. The an- 
cient hifiorians, I kno\v, ,,,ho lie before 
Jlle, wrote ,^"ith too warnl an inlpreffion. 
The g]are of rnirac]es, they thought, ,,,as 
f1aíhing round thenl; and the praifes of 
Rome and of Europe echocd in their ears. 
It is an apotheqfis which they celehrate. 
But becaufe this is too nluch; cao v{e fit 
down \vith too little, and fay that \YC are 
jufi ? 
With [orne enthufiafm on ll1Y olind, I 
confers, I have defcribed the condua of 
Becket. Every \yhere I faw hinl great as 
other men, and on foole occaíions, I fa,\" 
l1inl greater. Real excellence there mar 
be; but it is, by comparing on]y, that \"c 
judge. By his fide, the contemporary 
rnen of the day, the greatefi the æra could 
produce, in church or {late, lore all their 
fplendcr. Alexander is an irrefollltc and 
tinlid politician: the prelates of England, 
bafely deferting a caufe, \
ihich their o\\"n 
confcience held [acred, are courtly fyco- 
phants, and excite contempt: the facred 
l:oIlege of cardinals, bribed by gold, forget 
their dignity, and rartering a\\"ay th
 pri- 
VIleges 
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vileges of the Roman fee, publicly poO: up BOOKII.. 
their venalit y , and become the 1hame of 
1 170. 
chriftendom: Hcnry, the lord of many 
people, whom Europe then admired, and 
whom pofierity has called the greateft of 
Engliíh kings, through the quarrel 'A'hich 
hi[ufelf provoked, is wayward, vindié1ive, 
timorous,' and deceptious, never íhe\ving 
one exertion which became a king, and 

ver indulging a train of affettions, which 
\vould have di îgraced his lo\vefi vaiTal : 
Becket, from the beginning, is firm, 
dauntlefs, compared, and n1arlly; like a 
deep and majefiic river, he proceeds even 
in his courfe, hardly ruffled by rocks of op- 
polìtion, and true to the level he had 
taken. 
His endowments from nature \vere great, 
and he had given to them fuch cultivation, 
as the fiate of the times permitted. It 
",-ould have been well, perhaps, had he 
never feen Bologna, and imbibed from its 
mafiees thofe maxims of church domina- 
tion, which, though the age beld them 
facred, were to him the occaíìon of an un... 
fortu'1atecontroverîy, and to others 
brought much affiit1ion. Early in life, he 
was engaged -in bu1Ìnefs, \vhich made him 
an able negociator; and the favour of his 
prince, which foon follo'vved, raifed him 
to uncommon greatnefs. But the un- 
bounded confidence he enjoyed, was all 
nfed to ennoble the fource from which it 
flo"red. He did not enriçh himfelf, hjs 
family, 



296 lIISTOR Y OF 
rHE REIGN 
BOOK II. fanlily, or his retainers. All "
as Henryts. 
His influence he enlploycd to gain him 
1 170. r.' íi h 

rlends) and to prcad is intcrcíl; and 
v,;hen he difplayed a munificence, more 
than royal, it ,vas his mailer's fame he 
looked to. The love of pleafure, v
Thich, 
in a diffipated court, can l11ake the ílouteí\ 
virtue trenlble, pafTed over his fenfes, as 
a gentle gale. There was a fiernnefs in 
his charaélcr, \iVhich \i\-ould not bend to 
aífeé1ions that enervate; and it is remar- 
ka ble, that, even \vhen his enelnies V\Tcre 
roof! nnn1erous and malevolent, they ne- 
ver charged him v;ìth a fingle vice. llis 
ruling p
í!ìons \v('re the pafi
ons of a great 
Inind, fuch as, \vhen circllrnfiancrs fa- 
vonr, lead Inen to the achievements of pa- 
triots and of hcrges; and had providence 
given Becket to his countrv, but a fc\v 

 - 
years later, \'ve íhould ha ve feen him, op- 
poíìng v;ith main 1ort.itude the ,,,ild pre- 
tenÍÌons of Rornc, and at the head of the 
barons, vyre11ing ft,lagna Charta from the 
tyr
nt fon of Henry. On forne occafions, 
I think, he ,yas too acrid in his cxprcffions, 
and too unyieldIng in his candué1; but 
'\vhen ,ve weigh his provocations and the 
j nccuant firefs of lo\v oppofition, \\.ondcr 
\\"e cannot, and \ye may cafi!y forgive. 
I-lis private virtues were an1iable. They 
(
ndeatcd 11im to Henrv, ,vho loved him 
\\7ith a brother's love; 
lor V\ 7 ere they four- 
cd, it feems, by adverfe fortune. They 
made him rnany friends; and John of Sa- 
lifburYJ 
" 
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liíbury, his fecretary and companion, then B OOK II. 
defcribes hin) beft, \vhen he checks his- 
1170. 
impetuofity, and chides his too caufiic hu- 
Inour, and does not give offence. 
With regard to the controverfy itfelf, he 
only is competent to judge, who can tranf- 
port himfelf back to the times I have de- 
fcribed. The privileges of the church, 
deemed [acred, and by a felfifh policy, too 
much, at an tilDes, confounded with thofe 
of religion, 
Tere immediately conneéted 
with it. To require that Becket, on this 
head, íhould not have had the notions, 
which chrifiian Europe then had, is ab- 
furd; and to require that, from any 
'\vorldly mati ve, he íhould ha ve relin
uiíh- 
ed them, is to think bafely of hU111an na- 
ture. I read in all his letters the firongefi: 
conviétion of the magnitude and holy im- 
port of his ca ufe. By the force of \vhat 
cafuifiry, then, could he have aBed than 
as he did? The favour of his prince, the 
allurements of patronage, the vafi po\'''er 
of Canterbury with its "vealth, and the en- 
dearing ties of his country, he facrificed. 
In the gratification of a ruling paffion, I 
kno\v, all that is not conneéled \\-ith it, 

"eighs as does a feather; but, in the fitu- 
a tion, he left, "","as there not a \\rider [cope 
for adion, than in exile, in the retirement 
of Pontigny, or in the dependence, even 
for bread, on the precarious bounty of ano- 
ther ? 
Religion, I think, through life, ga \'c 
energy to his conduét. I fpeak of religion 
as 
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BOOK II as he viewed it, not al\vays, perhaps, clear 
-. from every mifconception in theory, or in 
117 0 . ..0. I . fl d h 
pra
Llce, a \vays unln uence by Uinan 
failings. To read its divine maxinls, with 
an unerring precifion, and to be guided in 
all things, by them alone, has been of forne 
minds, I believe, the noble ardour: but 
the beft \viíhes of the heart are clogged by 
the connate \veakne{fes of our being.- 
There \\yas a time, \\"hen the virtues which 
beft become a churchman, flood not fore- 
moft, it is true, in the life of Becket. That 
time I marked. But Theobold, his pa.. 
tron and his guide, had then given him to 
Henry, and told him to be his companion 
in the cabinet, in the court, in the canlp, 
and in the fports of the field. The old 
n1an's vie\vs were 'Upright. Appointed 
to a higher charge, vvith which thofe oc- 
cupations could accord, even as a misjudg- 
ing age beheld it, with a becoming forti... 
tude, he broke from every engagement, 
and became the íhepherd of his flock. 
Courtiers he !{new, and men of earthly 
minds, would charge him with ingratitude, 
and with motives even of ambition. He 
fpurned the nlalevolent imputation, and 
as the duties of his fiatjon d iret1ed, fiea- 
<lily purftled his choice. What benefits 
England o1ight have dra\vn from his ex- 
ertions, in the prOlllotÎon of virtue and the 
fuppreffion of vice, the troubles w
ich 
foon followed, d;ò not pern1it her to ex- 
perience. To good men the profpeét had 
been flattering.- Through 
he trying years 
of 
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of pro[ec1.1tion, religion, doubtlefs, often BOOK IJ. 
aided his refolution; and "Then he ex- -. 
ceeded, let it be remem bered, that the 117 0 . 
conviétion ofñis mind, and the patronage 
of n1any, had then given an enthuÍÌafm to 
his caufe.-He prattifed abfiemioufnefs 
and other penitential rigours. Thefe, I 
know, are an equivocal fign of virtue; but 
\v hen they are done in fecret, or are kno\yn 
only to a "few, he, truly, mufi: be an une- 
quitable man, who will afcribe them to 
other n1otives, than thofe of piety and 
felf-abafement. 
dive me the greatefi heroes, V\Thorn an- 
cient times did deify, or fuch, as a more 
temper(1te pofierity has regifiercd on the 
lifis of fame, and I will fay, that 
Becket, Vv hen he clofed h is life, ",'ras full 
as great as they. All his native energy 
then colletted at the heart; and feeing the 
heavens, as he thought, opened to him, 
he fell, as bleífed martyrs had done. 
In a \vord, he had blemiíbes, and Jle 
had many virtues: his caure, ,vhich to us 
wears a fe\v marks of chriftiån truth, to 
him ,vas facred, and he defended it fio- 
cerely: but if many catholics ha ve praifed 
him immoderately; \vhy íhall protefiants 
be unjufi? True it is, ' 
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IvIen's evil manners live in brars, their virtues 
\Ve write in water. 


END 0 F BOO I{ II. 


\ 




T l-I E 


H 


I 


s 


T 


o 


R Y 


OF THE 


R 


E 


I 


G 


N 


o 1'" 


KING HENRY THE SECOND, 


"rith tbe EVENTS of tbe Period. 


BOO KIll. 


Henry is affliEled, and finds ambaffadors to 
the pope.-Invtýìon of Ireland.-It fub- 
mits to Henry.-He is reclJnclted to Rome. 
J7iew of 
lJairs on the coniinent.-Rebel- 
lionq( Henry'sJòns.-Progr
(s of the war. 
-..Henry vifits the tonzb cf Becke/.-The 
Scotti/h king is ta
en, and the rebellion in 
Englaí2d JÙppreJ!èd.-The fiege of Rouen, 
which is jòllowed by a general peace.- 
.Afi{cellaneolts occurrences.-Frederick tle- 
fitlted by the Lombards, puts an end to the 
fchifln.-The raudois or Alòigerýes.- 
Third council of Latertln.-Events in 
England. 
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Ellgland.-In France tlnd Gel'many.-.ò 
Other occurrences.-Death of the young 
king.-Illdependence q{ the Lombards, and 
other events.-Elnba..f1adors from JeruJå- 
lenz.-Prince John goes to Ireland.- 
Conduél of Frederic and the popes.-Tlze 
detention of Adelais excites hcftilities.- 
Battle of Tiberi as, and lojs of .'Jeru- 
Jale111.-Preparations for a general cru- 
Jade.-Hqßilities in France.-Henry dies. 
-Sketch of his charaéler. 
)3 
IP KHE N R Y was in Normandy, celebrating 
the Chrifimas in the cafile of Bure, and 
117 1 . bufied with his council in affairs of general 
Henry is concern, when the fatal news arrived. 
:

:
dsHaving perceived, indeed., that the four 
embaíTa- gentlemen fuddenly left hIs court, he had 
dors to taken precautions to prevent their violence; 
the Pope. d d H h . N · fl . . . h 
an e umet, IS orman JU ICIary J WIt 
proper infiruétions, had followed them to 
England. Their difpatch eluded aU pre- 
c3.ution, and the blo\iV \vas firicken "*.- 
He heard the ne\vs \vith horror, and for 
many days, in gloom and coní1:ernation, 
expreíTed the wildefi grief. But it "vas 
neceífary, in the preffing mOlnent, not to 
be inaé1ive. T\\"o of his chaplains. \tvait- 
cd on the nlonks of Canterbury, in their 
nlailer's naille, expreffing his abhorrence 
of the murder, detailing his grief, pleading 
his 
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his innocence, and begging their prayers BOO K 
in atonement of the crime, v.
hich his Ill. 
intemperate expreffions, he feared, might" 1 17I. 
ha ve occaÍÌoned. "The king,U they con- 
cluded, " bears no rcfentment againfi the 
" dead; let the body be honourably in- 
terred '*." 
A foIemn embaíTv \'Vas then Cent to the 
Roman pontiff.. at the head of which \vas 
the biíhop ofWorcefter. But the friends 
to the deceafed primate had been more ac- 
tive. T\vo priefis, \vho had feen him ex- 
pire, calling at the French court, took let- 
ters from Louis, and from the earl of Blois, 
and two from his brother, the archbiíhop 
of Sens, and \vith them hafiened into Italy. 
The letters,\\Tritten in the true fpirit of 
enthuuafm, denla nded vengeance againfi 
Henry; they fpoke of Becket as of God's 
martyr; and they lllore than intimated, 
that miracles were alread v \,,"orked at his 
tombt.-Through nlaný difficulties the 
royal embaífy reached Sienna, whence four 
of the company "7ere difpatched to \yait on 
his holinefs, at Frefcati. Alexander re- 
fufed to fee them. Henry, ho\veve.r, had 
friends among the cardinals, by ,,,hofe in- 
terefi an intervie\v ,vas procured. Ardu6e 
ous was the taík to exculpate their mafier, 
when 
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BOO I\:when guilt was fo apparent, and \vhen th
 
III. general voice called for j ufiice; nor could 
117 1 . they effeét it. The privileges of the 
church, and the dignity of the Roman fee, 
of which Becket had been legate, \vere all 
in vol ved. The Engliíh rninifiers fa'vv rea- 
fon to defpond, but they \vere not idle, for 
the fatal day, the Thurfday before E
fier, 
approached, when it was cufiomary to de- 
nounce eccIeÍÌafiical cenCures. In thefe 
cenfures, it was faid, his holinefs \vas im- 
mutably fixed to include Henry and all his 
dominions. Thus alarmed, and advifcd 
by their friends in the facred college, the 
minifiers notified to the pope, that they 
,vere empowered to declare, on oath, that 
the king wonld fubmit to hii commands, 
and that himfelf, in perfon, 'vvould [wear 
the fame. On the day, they fo much 
dreaded, they took this oath; and Alexan- 
der Was contént, hy a general fentence, to 
excommunicate the murderers of Becket, 
and all who advifed or abetted, or affil1ted 
to, their cri me * . 
Soon after Eailer, came the other en1- 
ba{fadors, who had renlained at Sienna, 
êlnd admitted to audience, they p]eaded 
their mafier's caufe. But Alexander fcem- 
cd refolved to punilb. They intreated, 
therefore, they implored the aid of the 
cardinals, and they invigorated that aid, 
it is faid, by profufive donations; when 
the 
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the pope finally confented. to fend legates, BOO K 
" who mi
ht fee and k
o\v the king's hu- 111.. 
mility."- Thus \vere matters mitig
terl, 1171. 
the thunder was fufpended, and it did not 
feem, that meafures of any violence would 
b
 ufed, ti!l the legates, who were not yet 
named, íhould come into Normandy.- 
The emnaíTadors returned. 
Henry did not ,vait their return; but 
hearing what the pontiff's intentions were, 
he would not expofe himfelf, fo foon, to 
the wily arts of his Italian emiífaries, 
which he þad often experjenced; and fé1 il- 
ed to Epgland. J"he ports he ordered to 
be guarded, and aU paífengers to be 
fearched, that no letters of int
rdiét might 
reach him t.-..:...PalIìng near Winchefier, 
he vifitêd its venera b]e biíhop, who \\?as 
near hjs end, and who, with much feve- 
rity, calIëd him to account for the I
te un"!" 
happy incjdent. Fi ve days ß,fter he died, 
ha ving po!fe!fed the fee i of Winchefier 
more than forty years. Th
 uncommon 
charaé1er of Henry de Blois, and the 
vents 
of his life, \vould form an epifo:ie of much 
entertainment; but the prefs of various 
buÍÌnefs forbids the digreffion,. 
And now an obje:à of vail magnitude 
engroíred the thoughts of Henry. It \vas 
the conquefi of a kingdom, nature's faÎreft 
ifland; \\Thich, once, in arts, in fcience, 
. in coiÏ1merce, and in arms, !hall threaten 
VOL. I. X rivalíhip 
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It"O 0 I\:rivalíhip to England, \\7 hen a fifler's love, 
J II III uniting all tbeir interefis, may call to them 
117 1 . the admiration of furrounding nations. 
I [peak of Ireland, to enter \vhich he now 
prepared; and the bufy refleé1ions of the 
people. and his o\tvn melancholy, averted 
from the death of Becket, \vere, for a time, 
abforbed in the fplendor of this new 
achievement. It \vas the month of Au- 
gufi. 
I fi Soon after - his acceffion to thé throne , 
nvalon 
of Ire- under \vhat pretence, I know not, Henry 
land. had meditated this expedition; and to 
veil the rapacious fcherne, he had pro- 
cured a bull from Rome, empowering him 
to feize the devoted land, as a part of the 
rightful demefne of St. Peter: "for all 
" the if1ands," faid the pope, " belong to 
"him." The ridiculous pretenfion was 
founded, it feems, on a fuppofed donation 
of Confiantine, which the criticifm of the 
age had not then difcovered to be fpu- 
rious. But to reform the ways of that 
fallen people, by extending among them 
the chrifiian faith, by enlarging the 
bounds of the church, and by fecuring to 
the fee of Rome a penny from every 
houfe, was the ofienfible motive, as the 
buH declares, which would fanétify the 
meafure *.-The defcription \tvhich hifio- 
ria ns, too part ia I, òouhtlefs, to the Eng- 
lifh interefi, or biaíTed by exaggerated 
tales, 
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tales, have left us of the barbarous man-B 00 K 
ners of the Irilh, of their vices, and of III. 
want of every internal refource, \vhereby 117 1 . 
governments are upheld, exhibits the 
wildcft chaos. Immerged in indolence, 
fay they, "not to labour they deemed fu- 
preme delight, and freedom [rorn refiraint 
,vas the only treafure which they valued. 
The gifts of nature to Ireland \vere excel- 
]ent; her 'own acquiíìtions were detefia- 
ble *. So fpoke her enemieslI Yet, but 
a fe\v centuries before, from certain docu- 
ments, we know what that il1and was. It 
was the feat of fcience, the feminary of 
learning, and the refort of thofe, whom 
the Dablefi views could animate. Thi- 
ther many retired from England, and 
they ,vere received with open arms. The 
Iriíh maintained them; they gave them 
books; they became their mafiers. 1'0 
them nations ,\-ere indebted for the light 
of chrifiianit.y; and in many countries, of 
\vhich they \vere the apofiles, they found- 
ed convents, diffufing abroad the fpirit of 
genuine virtue, difpelling the íhades of 
ignorance, and becoming, \vhat is mofi 
noble in human achievements, the real 
friends to manta 
As fuccinétly as may be, I !hall detail 
the events of this conquefi. Ireland, at 
the times I am defcribing, ,vas compofed 
X 2 of 
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BOO Kof five principal fovereignties, Leinfler, 
III. Munfier, Meath, Ulfter, and Connaught, 
117 1 . over which, with a power rather nomina], 
prefided a prince, whom th
y called their 
monarch. This was Roderic O'Connor, 
king of Connaught. Though, by law, 
the jurifdié1ion of the inferior kings was 
f u bje{tcd to the fceptre of the monarch; by 
it they were feldom controuled, and I they 
were the confiant rivals of his greatnefs. 
In the five realms, befides, \ìyere many in- 
ferior chiefs, who held in their clans an 
independent f\vay. Anarchy, di{[entions, 
and the horrors of eternal war, frufirated 
every attempt, \vhich forne patriots had 
lrtade to ùnite tbe jarring elements of go- 
vernment. Within \vas \veaknefs: and 
as the circumfiance excited the rapacity 
f 
tbe native chieftains, [0 did it invite the 
attacks of foreign adventurers. 
Dermod Mac Morrogh, king of Lein- 
fier, by his licentious tyranny, had excited 
the general odium; \;vhen a confederacy 
was formed againfi him, ,vhich invaded 
his territories, and expelled him the king- 
dom. He retired to Henry \VhOrll he 
found in Aquitaine, and laying before hinl 
his many grievances, he entreated. his 
afiifiance, and promifed, if refiored by him 
to the throne of his ancefiors, that he 
would hold in it va:lTaJage, under the 
cro"vn of England. The alluring offer "vas 
accepted; but as the king, then engaged 
in difficulties, could not hirnfelf embark 
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in the enterprife, he only gave to Dermod BOO K 
letters patent, whereby his fubjeéts were III. J 
licenfed to aid the Iri!h prince, in the r
- 117 1 . 
coveryof his dominions *. 
Dermod came to Brifiol. Richard de 
Clare, furnamed Strongbow, earl of Stri
 
gul, whom profufe expences had reduced 
to indigence, was the firfi ad venturer
 
'\vhom the liberal offers of the prince en- 
gaged in the enter
ri[e. He promi[ed him, 
befides lands and riches, that he íhould 
marry his daughter, and be decla red heir tó 
his kingdom of Leinfier. Richard in return, 
was to aid him with a powerful body of 
forces. Soon afterwards, Dermod, tha t 
he might be nearer to his own country, 
went t'õ St. Da.vid's. Here two othe
 no- 
blemen, Maurice Fitzgerald and Rob rt 
Fitzfiephen, fons of Nefta, once miftrefs 
to Henry I. proll1ifed hilTI their affifiance ; 
'\vith "vhich being fatisfied, he fecretly re- 
tired to Ireland, and hiding himfelf \vith- 
in the walls of a convent, during winter, 
by the unnoticed exertions of his friends, 
prepared all thin
s for the coming of 
his Englifh allies t. . 
Fitzfiephen landed firfi yrith thirty 
l<nights, flxty 111en at arms, and three 
hundred archers, the flo\tver of the vouth 
of South Wales. Him I-Iervey de M"ount- 
morres accompanied the uncle of Strong- 

1:>OV{; a
d, the day aft
r, c
me Maurice 
de 
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310 HISTORY OF THE rtEIGN 
BOO Kde Pendergafi, with ten 
nights and a 
III, body of archers. They were joined by 
I 171. Dcrmod with five hundred men: when, 
after a tender of m-ptual oaths, they 
marched againfi the towns and firong 
holds of their enemies; and aU gave way 
before themll The difcipline of the inva- 
ders inf
red f
ccefs to their attacks; anq 
the unufual fight of the m
n and horfes
 
glifiening in armour, firuck terror to the 
breafis of the multitude.-But Roderic 
O'Connor, fovereign of the iíland, aífem- 
bled the ftates of the nation, where, hav- 
ing a \\takened their alarms, he affeÌn bled 
an army, and entered Leinfier. The 
inferior forces of Dernlod could not meet 
bim in the fieJd: but they fecured thcm- 
felves in a vaHey, and defying all attack, 
,;vere prevailed pn to accept terms of ac- 
commodation. The quiet poífeffion of his 
kingdom was fecured to permod, l1nder 
fealty to the mo
arch *. 
Not ]ong after arrived Fitzgerald, with 
t
n knights, thirty horfemen, and about 
a hundred archers. At the fight of them 
Dermod, Wh01TI no contraét could bind, 
forgot his engagement. He entered the 

errjtory of Dublin, ,,'hich, though a fief 
of his cro\vn, ,vas j il1 other regards, an 
j
dependent city, and cruelly \vaßed it& 
1ands; and he again turned his arms 
?tgainft Roderic, \\,hom he foiled in n1any 
aaions
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atlions, in fupport of Donald, prince ofn 0 0 I( 
Limerick, ,vho had implored his' aid. III. 
Lifted up by thefe fmiles of fortune, the 117 1 . 
tyrant afpired to the fovereign control, 
and confiding his thoughts to the Engliíh 
chieftains, he wrote, by their advice, to 
Strongbow, who fiill deferred the execu- 
tion of his contrattll "We have beheld 
U the florks and the fwallows," faid he by 
his meifenger; "the birds of fummer 
"came, and with the \varning of the 
"tempefi, they returned. But neither 
" gentle gale nor furious blafi has bleífed 
" us with thy long wiíhed for prefence." 
He urges him to come fpeedily, and an- 
nounces the certain fuccefs, ,vhich will 
attend his arrival. The earlliftened to 
the fummons; heard with emotion the 
glorious feats of his countrymen, and re- 
folved to follow. But he firO: waited on 
Henry, requefiing his permiffion; for as 
Dermod had recovered Leinfier, the li- 
cence which had been granted obvioui1r 
expired *. 
The king did not grant, nor did he r
- 
fufe, the petition. Strongbow, therefore, 
prepared to depart, and he fent before 
him Raymond, a valiant youth of his 
houfehold, the nephew of the half-bro- 
thers, Fitzfiephen and Fitzgerald, with teJ;l 
knights, and feventy archers. His ex- 
ploits near Waterford were fignal; while 
the 
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1
 () 0 K tne r:-u 1, in the m an time, paffed along 
'II. t
\ cCJaH,
 cf Wales, colletting foldiers to 
- - ;JÎ : (u-dcud. I With an army of two 
'J I JTJlIrLct knight& and a thoufand rden, he 
faJ,I
d from Miltord, and landed within 
Ight of Waterford, which, on the third 

ay. with the mo
 dreadful carnage, fell 
before him. Dermod then, and the Eng- 
lìfh chiefs, joined thè noble èarI; \vhen 
the horrors of. the fcene were, for a time, 
cheered by the fefii ve ceJebration of the 
fljpulated nuptials, bet\v
en Jim and Eva, 
thÿ daughter of tIle Irifh king. This( done, 
they' marcl:Ied Jagainfi Dublin; and carried 
i,t by aíTualt *. 'l 1 .. 
 
- While fuccefs thus crown
d their me<\- 
fures, and the Englilh invaders, in the 
g!p'r. of vié1OfY, meditated & ri
\V conquefi
, 
and framed new plans for \vealth and 
g;andeur, their' rnafi
r, Henrv viewed 
thel
 p
ogref8; nor cd'uld he be "'infenfible 
to its probable iífl1e. Policy dem nded he 
1hould check the bold adventure, before 
it "vas' too late, and his fubjeas'
équiring) 
bv their pro\vcfs, an inrdep
ndent fove- 
reignty, might defy his P9vyer. d He pub- 
liíhed an e
ia, forbidding his 111ips t9 
trade to Ireland, and commq
ding aU'his 
fubje6J tJ return; or, with \he forfei\ure 
of their efiates, to be ?
niilied for ever. 
Strongbow, at whom the ediél principaUy 
aiIIJed, faw the perils which threatened't 
and 
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and confulting with his friends he refolv-E 0 0 K 
ed to difpatch Raymond to the king.- III. 
"With your permiffion;" faid the young 1171. 
\varrior, addreffing Henry, H if he re- 
'
members 

ll, did the earl of Strigul 
" fail to Ireland) wiíhing only to affifi your 
" vaffal, the king ofl,einfier. Whatever, 
" therefore, the fa VO\] r of fortu ne has be- 
" flowed upon him, as it aU flo\ycd from 
" your royal munificence, fo !hall it fe- 
" turn to the fame, to be dilþofed of, as 
" your \vill íhall direQ." -To this flatter- 
ing offer no anf\Jver ,vas returned; for it 
\vas made, when the ne\vs of Becket's 
murder fpread the firft a1arm, and the 
fchernes of policy V\:-ere drowned in con- 
fiernation *. 
A few months after, died Dermod, king 
of L
infier, and the earl of Pembroke, 
(Strigul,) as had been fiipulated, claimed 
his territory. Great achievements \yere 
now performed. Dublin \vas attacked by 
an army of Norw-egians, \vhich its late go.. 
ver
or led againfi it; but they \vere re- 
pulfed and ílaughtered; and foon Roderic 
himfelf, \
;hiI his allies, the northern if- 
]ande
s, blocked up th
 p<?rt, fUrr01.1ndcd 
the r city vrith a - mighty hofi. The patri- 
otic archbiíhop of Dublin, \vha fa\v his 
country on the brink of ruin, by every ef- 
fort: had fiimulated this a tten1pt; and 
himfelf appeared in arms. The \yhoIc 
Engliíh 
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BOO KEngJiíh force, with aU their chieftains, 
III. Fitzfiephen only excepted, lay within the 
1171. walls. No aIrault ,vas made; but every 
pafs, by fea and land, was guarded; while 
the beíìegers, in fuIlen expeétation, wait- 
ed the fureeffeéts offamine. Two months 
l1ad nearly elapfed, and the blockade en- 
dured, and the wiíheù-ff>r difirefs ca1T'_
 
tJpon the befieged. At the fame time, cer- 
tain repart vvas n1ade, that FitzQephen, in 
11is fort near Wexforò, was attacked, and 
that, unlefs in three days relief came, he 
rnufi inevitably periíh. With him were 
his brother's ,vife and children. Strong- 
l)ow calJed the chiefs together; when 
Fitzgerald laid before them the extremity 
of their danger, from which their own va- 
Jour alone could free them. He [poke 
of the co\vardly and ill-arn1ed multitude 
which lay round them, and feelingly men- 
tioning his brother's difirefs, he ad vi[ed an 
immediate [ally. Raymond, who \vas re- 
turned from his embaífy, [econded his un- 
cle's propofal, and only moved, that the 
firfi affault be n1ade on the quarters of Ro- 
cleric. It was agreed. Infiantly three 
bands were in readinefs. The van of 
t\venty knights, was headed by Raymond: 
the fecond, in the centre, of thirty, Milo 
de Cogan, the governor of the city, com- 
manded: and the third, which formed the 
rear, coníìfied of forty, Strongbow hi lTI- 
felf and Fitzgerald led. The [quires of 
the knights, who, as their Inafiers, fought 
on 
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on horfeback, marched with them, and toB 0 0 K 
them \vere joined forne citizens of publin. III. 
The whole number thus arrayed, amounted, 1171. 
perhaps to fix hundr' d men. 
About the ninth hour of the day, impe- 
tuous as a torrent, the army fallied. But 
the enemy, unfufpicious and unguarded, 
lay unarmed in the plain. Difrnay feized 
them, and they fled on all fides, \vhile. 
Raymond in the van advanced, mo\ying 
his ,yay to the tent of Roderic. The t\VO 
fons of Fitzgerald, 'ïVhofe place "ras in the 
rear, emulous of their kinfman's glory, 
fprang for\vard to his fiandard. Refiftance 
was no where made. The alarm foon 
reached the fovereign of Ireland, who "Tas 
bathing in his tent, and he had time to 
efcape in the general confuíÏon. Till the 
clofe of ev
ning, the purfuit and carnage 
Jailed, \vhen loaded with fpoils and the 
abundant provifions of the camp, the 
Engliíh r
turne9 to the city 
 having loft, 
it is [aid, but one foot-foldier, and flain 
fifteen hundred of the enemy.' By the 
next morning, the ,vhole .multitude had 
difappeared; and the íhips which blocked 
the port, feeing the flight of their confe- 
derates, failed tc? the ifles from whicQ they 
came *. 
But Fitzfiephen was in the hands of his 
enemies, not fubdued by force, but cir- 
cumvented by fraud and perjury; and the 
neWs 
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BOO Knews reached Strongbow, as he was march- 
; III. in g to his refcue. He turned afide, there- 
117 1 . fore, to Waterford, \\There he found 
Mountmorres, who had gone on a fecond 
ernba{[y to I1enry, and from him he learn- 
ed, that he ould no longer delay to w
it 
on his. fovereign in England.-His fove- 
reign was at Newl1ham in Glouceflerihire, 
'\tvbere the earl prefented hin1felf before 
him. The indignation of Henry was, at 
firfi, great; but it fubfided, and he re- 
ceived his fubjeét into favour, on condi- 
tion, that, rene\ving his former homage 
apd fealty, he furrendered Dublin, \vith 
its 
djacent territory, to the king, and the 
fea-port to\vns, and the caftles he had con- 
. quered; his Qthe.r acquifitions remaining 
to him and his heirs, in vaíralage to the 
crown of England. 'rhe earl then undcr- 
flood, that I-Ien
y himthIf, lwith a power- 
ful army, 'w.a
 preparing to, pafs into Ire- 
land *. . 
The events I have related, which thus 
prçcipitated the fall of Ireland, had occu- 
piçd no 1110re than t\VO year
. The prin- 
cipal cauCes of the difafier, 
were evident: 
on th
 fide of the invader
, fuperior valour, 
fuperÎor di(cipline, and fuperior arms, 
,vhich ambition and every aIJurement ani- 
mated; 
Thile no refolution, no 
Tife cauo- 
I .. 
f
ls, no fpifit of union, no patriotifnl, no 
bold defpair, aéluated the breafls of the 
invaded. 
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invaded. Even when the firangers were BOO I( 
fevv, and eafily aír21ilable, no plan of pre- III. 
pared oppofition was laid; and when the 1171. 
danger, as their firength grevl, ,vas great- 
eft, intefiine difcord prevailed, and the 
arms, which a common enemy provoked, 
 
'\vere turned againfi their brethren. So 
bad was the confiitution of t
eir political 
fyfiem, that, had not an invader come, 
nlifery, it feems, might have multiplied, 
till to be conquered \vould have been' 
deel11ed a bleffing. 
Soon in Milford haven \vas a fleet of fourlreland 
h d d d r íh . d h - h fubmits 
un re an lorty. IpS rea y, on \ìV 1C_ to Henry. 
embarked the Enghi1J army, five hundred 
knights, with. their. attendant horfemen, 
and a numerous band of archers. It \yas 
the ÍÌxteenth of Oaober, I 171; ". hen, 
\yith a profperous gale, they failed, and 
on the following morning, touched the 
lriíh !hore. The army landed near Wa- 
terford *; but as the royal paffenger di [- 
embarked, a white hare, fays the hifiorian, 
fiarting from the brak
s, \iVa
 taken, and 
prefented to him as the omen of conquefi! t 
The next day, they marched to the city, 
where the inhabitants of Wexford, into 
\vhofe hands Fitzfiephen had fallen, deli- 
vered hiln in chains to Henry, hoping that 
himfelf would puniíh. his tranfgreffions. 
Hovv gentle was this behaviour to a man, 
\vha 
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BOO Kwho had brought ruin llpon their country! 
111 H h r . íh .. r . 
. enry, W Ole WI , It leems, It \vas, to 
1171. be thought the proteélor rather of Ireland, 
and whofe conduél towards the earl and 
his afTociates, from the beginning, had 
been impofing and myfierious, reproached
 
in fevere terms, the captive hero, and re- 
manded him to prifon.-Mac Arthý, prince 
of Cork, then came, and fubmitting him- 
fel
 fwore fealty, and gave hofiages for 
the payment of an annllal tribute.-From 
Waterford the king advanced to\vards J
if- 
more, and thence to CalheI, near which, 
on the banks of the Sure, he was met by 
O'Brien, prince of Limerick, who, on like 
terms, did homage; as did alfo foon af- 
terwards, the prince öf O{fory, with all 
the inferior potentates of the fouth. Ca- 
reíred and loaded with prefents they re- 
turned to their territories, heedlefs of the 
chains they alfo bore. From Caíhel Henry 
again vifited \Vaterford, where he par- 
doned, and gave liberty to Fitzfi:ephen, 
and then proceeded to Dublin. It was the- 
progrefs rather of a monarch vifiting, in 
paternal kindnefs, his f
1 ;thful people, than 
the march of an ambitious conqueror. 
The princes of the neigh bouring provinces. 
emulous of fubmiffion, here implored his 
friendfhip, and made their homage. Only' 
the king of Ulfier, and its princes, did. not 
come. 
But Roderic O'Connor, the monarch of 
all Ireland moved not from Connaught, 
pleaàing 


t 
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pleading his fovereign dignity" and vainly BOO K 
hoping that fortune might lifien to his III. 
vows. Hugh de Lacy and FitzaIdelrtJ, 117 1 . 
comrniffioned by Henry, \vere fent; and 
Roderic met them near the Shannon, on 
the borders of his kingdom. They propoÍ- 
cd their matter's terms, to \vhich, it is faid, 
he promifed obedience, at once doing ho- 
mage in their hands, and agreeing to a tri- 
bute, as the other princes had done 
..- 
Till now, i.n the revol ution of fiates, Ire... 
land had not kno\vn a foreign mailer. 
T
e fefiival of Chrifimas approachect, 
\vhich Henrv \viíhed to celebrate with un- 
ufual pomp 
 and, as in the city of Dub- 
lin no houfe was fufficiently fpacious to 
receive the cOlllpany, he ordered a tempo- 
rary palace, after the faíhion of the coun- 
try, to be confiruBed of wattles or fmooth- 
cd twigs. Here he feafted the kings and 
nobility of Ireland, with a nlagnificence, 
well adapted to reconcile fu, bmi:ffion to 
eafe the pains of dependence, and to ex- 
hibit, in refifilefs lufire, the fuperior emi- 
nence of the new mafier they had chofen. 
Even, hecaufe it was his pleafurc, they 
ate the fleíh of cranes, fays the hifiorian, 
at the royal banquet, ,vhich before the na- 
tion had abonlinated t. Bot he does net 
fay, that the Irií11 minfirels alfo, in fervi1e 
adulation, firang their harps, to celebratf", 
with reproachful melody, their country's 
fall. Mindful 
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13 0 0 K Mindful of the injunélion in the pope's 
III. bull, Henry now con vened, at CaíbeI, a 
117 1 . national [ynod of the lrifu clergy. The 
biíhop of Lifmore prefided, as apofiolical - 
legate. The enormities, it is [aid, and 
the foul praéìices of the nation, \vere laid 
before the council, when feveral canons 
were made, and ratified by the king, for 
the due celebration of regular and oròerly 
marriages; for the infirut1ion and. baptifm 
of infants; for the payment of tithes, 
which till then had not been praé1i[cd.; 
for the exemption of churches from the ex.. 
aétions of the laity; for efiablithing the 
immunities of the clergy in criminal caufes; 
for regulating ,\Tills and burials; and finally, 
for eftabliíhing an entire conformity in di- 
vine woríhip, and all matters relating there- 
unto, bet
?een England and Ireland. The 
prelates then fwore allegiancé to Henry 
and his heirs, and confirmed his þérpètual 
power over them; which deed \vas after- 
wards fané1ioned by the pope, to whom he 
tranfmitted all the inftruments of the tranf- 
aélion. The numbèr of prelate's in Ire- 
. J L. 
land, '\vere four archblí11ops, and twenty- 
nine biíhops. It was obferved, that t
é 
archbiíhop of Armagh alone was not pre- 
fent, prevented by age and infirrnity, a 
man reputed holy by the people, whofe 
companion in all his journeys, was a 
\vhite co"v, the mill
 of ,vhich was his 
(;iDly food 
 II 
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Having gone thus far towards the refor-B 0 0 K" 
mation of Ireland, and made the clergy his III. .- 
friends by a grant of fa vours, and of fuch 117 2 . 
immunities as he had laboured to take from 
their brethren in England, Henry left Du b- 
lin, not doubting but his prefence on the 
continent would Coon be necefiàry. For 
five fucceffive months, fo tempefiuous had 
been the feafon, that not a {hip had ar- 
ri ved \vith any certain intelligence. But 
at Wexford, to \vhich he moved, news 
was brought, that two legates "'
ere in 
Nornlandy, with impatience waiting his 
return. To have previouíly. fettled on a 
firmer bafis the government of -his new 
kingd.om, was a bufÌnefs of great concern; 
but flay longer he could not. Hugh de 
Lacy, therefore, he appointed jufticiaryof 
Ireland, "".ith the government of the royal 
city of Dublin, and he granted to him, at 
the fanle time, by the prerogati ve of a 
conqueror, the \vholc kingdom of .l\1eath 
to be held in vaifalage of hilnfelf and fuc- 
ce{fors. The deíìgn'- of this vail donation 
"vas, to balance the pOvver of Strongbovl', 
,,,,,hofe ambition he feared, and \vho re- 
ma:ned in po{feffion of the principality. of 
LeÌnfler. Fitzftephen, Fitzgerald, Ray- 
mond, and other principal officers, he took 
into his o\vn fervice; he appointed confi- . 
dential ,noblemen to the governlllent of the 
L 
mariti me to.,vns; he ordered cafiles to be 
built; and taking leave of Ireland, he 
1ài 1 ed, on Eafier IVlonday, and landed in 
VOLII I. Y 
outh 
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Ð 0 0 KSouth Wales. Some difiurbances in this 
III. country, and affairs in England could not 
J 17 2 . detain him: but he hafiened to Portfmouth, 
with the young king, his fon, and croífed 
the channel*. 
'The king Albert and Theodine, the legates, met 
i
 recon- him with his court at the abbey ofSavigni, 


e
:o near AvrancheslI Much was faid; and 
· the cardinals propofed an oath, which he 
rejeéted: " I have buÍÌnefs in Ireland,u 
faid the king, leaving them \vith indigna- 
tion, "to \vhich I will return: go, wher
 
" you pJeafe, through my territories, and 
" execute your legation." But, a fe,v 
days after, every difference was removed, 
and he agreed to all their tern1S11 In the 
prefence then of a great affembJy, the 
young king and the legates fianding round, 
the conqueror of Ireland, \vith his hand 
on the gofpels, fwore;- That he had not 
ordered, nor deÍÌred, the death of the pri- 
mate; that the news of it had excited in 
him the deepefi affiié1ion; but that, as the 
violence of his expreffions had given occa- 
:Lion to the wicked deed, he did not ex- 
cufe himfelf, and \vou]d fubmit to the 
propofed atonement. He promifed to 
maintain two hundrt:'d knights, during one 
year, in the h()Jy land; hin1felf to take 
th
 crofs, for three years, and to go in per- 
fon to Palefiine, or againß the Saracens in 
Spain, unIefs difpenfed with by his holi- 
nefs. 
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nefs.. He promifed to annul the fiatutesß 0 0 K 
of Clarendon, and f uch evil cufioms, as, III. 
 
in his time, had been introduced againfi 117 Z . 
the church; to allow appeals to be made 
to Rome; to refiore to Canterbury the 
poífeffions \vhich had been feized; and to 
be reconciled to all thofe, \vho, for the pri- 
mate's fake, had incurred his difpleafure. 
A folemn abfolution was then pronounced 
by the legates '*.- The exconlffiunicated 
biíhops had, before this, been abfol ved ; 
and only that no fucceífor to the fee of 
Canterbury "vas yet chofen, a profpcél of 
returning concord [cealcd to promife bet- 
ter days to the church, and more happi- 
ners to the prince. The Inurderers of 
Becket even partool( of the general indul- 
gence, \vho, having relnained forne time 
in the north of England, under public ex- 
ecration, \'Vithdrew to Rome, whence, in 
expiation of their crime, they \\'cre fent to 
Jerufalem t.. 
Since the year I 168, the conneétion ofVie
v of 
dOlnefiic affaiJ s has been fuch , that , \"ith a h ffalrs or. 
t e con- 
propriety, I could not break their lifTue = tinent. 
fortunately, however, no event of pecu- 
liar lTIOrnent fucceeded on the continent. 
\Ve left Frederic jufi retired, with igno- 
oliny, into Germany; the fiates of Lom- 
bardy firengthening their confederacy; and 
y 2 .l\.!exa nder 
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BOO KAlcxander at Bencventum *.- The poli- 
III. tics of France \vent along with thofe of 
117 Z . Englandll 
Frederic for forne time, remained in 
Germany, attentive to the aggrandizem
nt 
of his family; and the ccncerns of Italy 
were entruí1ed to his minifiers. At Bam- 
berg, in a general diet, he caufed his fan, 
Henry, to be chofen king of the Romans, 
and conferred on his other children, or 
prepared for them, the acquifition of fuch 
territories and great fiefs, as his extenfive 
influence could comnlandll He fent Ever- 
hard, biíhop of the nlentioned city, on an 
ernbaffy to the pontiff, hoping, it feems, 
to feduce him from the confederacy, and 
thereby to weaken it. The pontiff faw 
through the infidious projeß, and was not 
irnpofed on t. The archbiíhop of Mentz 
""as then employed to firengthen the im- 
perial interefi; and he left nothing unat- 
tempted, between Pifa and the gates of 
Rome, which could give efficacy to his 
fcheroes t.- The Lombards 
Tere aware, 
that the great enemy ,vould foon return, 
and they prepared to meet him. Milan, 
by inceífant labours, nearly repaired her 
ruins, and encompa{fed ,vith a new wall 
her vail circumference. Even the ladies, 
in the general enthuÍÌafm, forgot their 
dearefi attachments, and facrificed their 
je\veJs 
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je\vels to the ,york. No city of the B () 0 I( 
confederacy ,vas inaBive; ,,,hile the em- III. 
peror of th.e eafi, \vith an eye to the ob- 1172. 
jet! he vainly held in vÍe\y, ga ve his naOle 
to the league.-Alexander had not yet re- 
turned to RaDle, excluded by the imperial 
faétion, and by the diflike which the fe- 
nate, principally, had entertained againfi 
an cccle1Îafiical governor. I related the 
origin of that dií1ike *. He refided, there- 
fore, j n the territories of his Sicilian ma- 
jelly, or in the Campania of Rome, un- 
n10ved by oppofition, and by a fteady po- 
licy, gained the afcendancy which his vir- 
tues merited. Calixtus, the antipope, was 
but a nominal rival, to \vhom Frederic, 
,yith a childifh pertinacity, fiill gave fup- 
portll 
Such, at this period, v/as the general 
afpeB:. But the opening of a melancholy 
feries again calls 115 to the concerns of 
Henry.- Reconciled to the fee of Rome, 
\vhich, till no\v, had caufed him many 
troubles, in peace \vith all his neighbours, 
and po{[e{fed of another kingdom, from 
\vhat quarter could he fear controi, much 
Iefs the crnel dO\\lnfall of his fondeft expec- 
tations? A numerous progeny of fons and 
daught
rs gave a lufire to his crO\Vn; and 
their feveral efiabliíhments feemed plan- 
ned, \1Ii,rith a confum'mate \vifdom, to pre- 
vent jealouly, and to perpetuate the great- 
nefs 
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BOO Kneis of his family. Henry, his eldeft fan, 
III. he had named his fucceffor in the kingdo111 
J 17 2 . of England, the dutchy of Norrnandy, and 
the earldoms of Anjou, l\fain
, and Tau.. 
taine: Richard, his fecond fan, would 
poífcfs the dutchy of Guienne, and the 
county of Poitou : Geoffrey, his third fan, 
in the right of his wife, inherited the dut- 
chy of Bretagne; a nd Ireland, ne"v]y con- 
quered, was deftined, it feems, for John, 
his fourth fon. But the very profpeét, 
v:hich threw a meridian blaze round the 
throne of Henry, exçited the jealoufy of his 
llcighbours, and into the breafis of tnofe 
,rery foqs infufed a poifon, which, in the 
fiate, ,vould generate the miferies of ci- 
vil difcord, and daíh their father's délYs 
with bitternefs. 
Rebellion At the infiigation of the legates, the 
vf t Hen- young king had again been crowned at 
ry s Cons. Winchefier, and \\?ith him his confort 1\1ar- 
garetll It \vas to gratify Louis, whom the 
former omiíIion had irritated, the archbi- 
{hop of Rouen perforoling the ccrcnlony. 
They returned, foon afterwards, into Nor- 
mandy, and vifited the French court. 
Louis, at no tirnea cordial friend to I-Ienlj") 
and whom the view of his increafing great- ' 
nefs more alarmed, foon difcovered in the 
afpiring 11lind of his fon-in-Ia \v, dif pofiti- 
ons, \\"hich might be turned to political 
advantage. He fuggeílfd to him, that hig 
coronation had been, indeed, an idle cere- 
mony; that the homely app
arancc of his 
train 
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train ill be[eemed the name he bore; and BOO K 
that to be a king without a kingdom might III. 
flattcr the ambitious paren
, but it de- 177 2 . 
meaned the fon. "Demand," faid he, 
" the realm of England, or tbe dukedom, 
" at leafi, of Normandy." The high- 
fpirited youth, \vhofe anlbition wanted no 
[pur, and whom dependence had begun 
to gall, lifiened to the remonfirance.-I 
I am not difpofed to think, that the bene- 
volent monarch, whom I have often praif- 
ed, at all meant to provoke rebellion, or 
that he forefaw the flame, which his im- 
prudent words now kindledll It was not 
long, however, before the young l{ing 
made the demand, \vhich had been fug- 
gefied, and which the father refufed *. 
It was afterChrifimas, \vhich Henry and 1773. 
the royal family kept in Anjou, that he 
proceeded \vith his court into Auvergne, 
to meet the earl of Savoy. A, treaty of 
lllarriage 
.as to be propofed bet\vcen John, 
Henry's youngeft fon, not yet in his eighth 
year, and the earl's eldefi daughter. Queen 
Eleanor accompanied her huíband, and 
the princes Richard and Geoffrey, and the 
young kingll Highly honourable were the 
offers, which the earl made with his daugh- 
ter, and they \vere gladly accepted. In 
return, the king propofed to fettle on his 
fon the three important caftles of' Mire- 
beau, Chinon, and Loudun, with their 
dependencieslI 
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:B 0 0 Kdependencies. To this the young king re- 
III. fufcd his fignature; and the court returned 
1173. in gloom and irritation. Eleanor, born to 
be the fcourge of kings, ,vhoolI-Ienry, we 
ar
 told, had negleéted, and whofe tenlpcr 
vvould ill brook neglett, feized the fatal 
moment. She nleditated reve:nge, and fhe 
eould have it, by fomenting the paffions 
of her fan, and by urging him to vindi- 
cate, \vith delay, the negleéted honours 
of his fiatioDII To engage in the. fame 
foul mutiny, the artful \VOlnan induced 
her two youngefi [ons; and herfelf pro 111 if- 
ed to follow the ítandard of rebel1ion, and 
by all her influence to [L1pport it *. 
In the night, froln the to\\i'n of Lil110- 
ges, ,,
here the court halted, young J-Ienry 
\vithdrevv precipitately, and 
fca ped to Ills 
fathcr-in-Ja w at Chartres. His brothers 
foon joined him; but Eleanor, difgui{fd 
in the habit of a man, \vas taken, and 
committed to clofe confinement. Only 
the infant John remained. And fa \\ìidcJy 
had the contagion fpread, that nlany no- 
blemen hourly defertcd their royallTIafier, 
from a firange infiabiJit y in the hUi.llan 
heart, preferring the uncet tain i:lTllC of a 
bare rebelJion, vlith all its infamy, if fuc- 
cefslefs, to the Cure fa vours of a fovereign, 
who had re\varded an thcir fervices. t-I'he 
heart of 1-Iellry \vas not broken by the af- 
flitting [cene. He. had purfued his fon as 

ir 
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far as was expedient; but wh
nn 00 K 
he faw, what his intentions were, he III. 
turn
d indignantly, and loft not another 1173.. 
moment. He vifited his cafiles on the 
frontier of France, and thore in Normandy, 
ordering all neceífary repairs; and he rent 
letters into England, and into the pro- 
vinc

, witl1 infiruétions to the gover- 
nors 
. 
Young Henry, mean \vhile, in the 
French king's court, received the flatter- 
ing hOlnage of his admirers; and as the 
tide [\veIled, the profpett of a happy re- 
volut!on feemed to open round him. Into 
every quarter agents were [ent; largeítes, 
re\vards, and honours, were profufeJy pro- 
mifed; and the dazzling virtues of youth 
v{ere placed, in odious competition, ,vith 
\vhatever defeéls, either n1alevolence or 
difappointment had noted in the èharattcr 
of the old king. So no\v he ,?Vas caIIed, 
though not yet in his fortieth year. The 
defcé1ion became incredible, natanIy where 
immediate proteé1ion might infiigate; but 
in England and the difiant provinces. 
Louis then fummoned a council to ll1eet 
him at Paris, \vhere all the parties, under 
a folemn oath, bound themfelves in mu- 
tual confederacy; and fa !hamelefs \1yas the. 
avidity of nlen, whofe virtues hitherto had 
comtnanded admiration, that, availing 
thcmfelves of the prodigality of a fimple 
youth, 
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BOO KYOllth, they would barter their fame for 
III. promifes, which to make or to accept, was' 
1173. alike inglorious. Philip, earl of Flanders, 
and his brother of Boulognc, and the earl 
of Blois, took grants of lands and caflles in 
England, and forne in Touraine and Nor- 
mandy; and in return, did homage to the 
pageant boy, Similar donations were made 
to feveral other French noblemen; and 
in England, the great barons renounced 
their allegiance, in the bare profpeQ of 
change or rdpine. The king of Scotland 
and his brother efpou fed the rebellion, to 
,vhom vvcre promifed three Engliíh coun- 
ties.- Thu
 did the fiorm coHea, and from 
its rapid motion it became evident, that 
the train of difcord had been fame time 
fovvn, and nouriíhedll Intefiine war, \vith 
all its horrors threatened; and the V\Tinter 
paífed in dreadful preparation *. 
ProgreCs Henry, in afioni!hment, faw the perils 
of the of his fituation. He could not avert the 
war. evil; and every hour brought him more 
alarming accounts of forne new defeétion. 
Pious men ca lied it the vifitation of hea- 
ven, for the murder of Becket; while 
others, ",'ith more philofophy, vie\;ved it 
as an event, eaíì1y accounted for, on the 
COlnGl0n principles of human nature t" 
Seeing, therefore, that he could place no 
certain oonfidence in his own fubjeBs, he 
refolved to counteraét their dií1oya1ty; and, 
if 
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jf poffible, by fecuring his po{feffions and BOO K 
his o\vn perfon, not to íhrink from his III. '1 
enemies, to animate his friends, and to 1173- 
check the fall of thofe whofe allegiance 
,vavered. l-Ie took into his pay t
,renty 
thoufand mercenaries, a formidable body 
of veteran troops, called Bra banters, be- 
caufe originally from that country; and 
who, attached to no particular foil, \vere 
always ready to ferve thofe, \ryho could 
pay them beft. With thefe he fecured the 
mofi important pofts on the frontier; and 
retiring \vith the main body to the capital 
of Normandy, he there watched, ,vith the 
cornpofure of a great mind, the firfi move- 
ments of the enenlY. 
With the coming of fpring, the confe- 
delated armies moved. The count of 
Flanders and his brother, entering Nor- 
mandy on the fide of Picardy, beíìeged 
Aumale, ,
hich they took; and advanc- 
ing, ,
"ith their mighty engines, fat down 
hefore Neuchatel, \vhich foon furrendered. 
But here that brothër, firicken by an ar- 
row, fell, and \vith him all the fond hopes 
of a great fucceffion. He was heir to 
Flanders. The earl contemplated the dif- 
after as a di vine judgment, and retired 
with his Flemings, imputing all the guilt 
to himfeJf, who, to fupport an unnatural 
fon, had made war againft a prince, his 
near kinfman, who had conferred many 
favours on himfelf, and never done him 
any 
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BOO I
 any "
rong 

.-At the tinJe, Louis and 
In. the young king were before Verneuil, on 
1173. the other confine, a town of fingular con- 
firuélion, compared of three difiinél 
burghs. I-Iugh de Lacy and Hugh de 
Beaucharnp defended the principal burgh, 
on \yhich the 111ain attack vvas made. But 
at the end of a month, provifions failing, 
they \vere [0 far reduced as to promife a 
fUfrender, if, \vithin three days, they 
,vere not relieved. Relief carnell For 
IIenrv, \vho till no\v, had not moved from 
Roue
l, infornled of their difirefs, march- 
ed \vith all his forces, and on the third day 
appeared in order of battle on the heights 
near Verneuil. The French, vain of their 
numbers and the gorgeous equipment of 
their army, ridiculed the parade of bat- 
tle, and fent a biíhop and an abbot to 
learn, \vhat 
1as his feriol1s purpofe. 
" Tell your king," faid he, \vith a thun- 
àering voice, "that this mornent I anI 
" \vith him." The bold defiance alarmed 
the haughty enemy, and they were induc- 
ed to propofe a conference, to \vhich Hen- 
ry confented, and a truce for one day ,:vas 
agreed on. I)ut an aél of perfidy difgraced 
that day; for the French, availing them- 
felves of the fufpenfion oCarms, furnmon- 
cd the garri[on to furrender, agreeably to 
the conventiufl; and enterîng the to\vn 
they fet fire to it, and in the evening de- 
parted. With rage Henry favv himfelf 
thus duped. lie purfued the retiring ene- 
my, 
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my, feized their baggage, entered Ver-B 0 OIC 
neuil which he commanded to be repaired, III. 
and retired, th
 next day, \,'ith his Bra- 1173- 
banters, heavily laden with a vafi booty, 
\vhich the enemy had left behind them *. 
-He then difpatched his hr
lve nìèlCl"na- 
ries into Bretagne, \Nhich ,vas in arms. In 
a pitched battle they fought, and defcated, 
the rebels; the leaders of \YhOG1, Hugh 
earl of Chefter, (1 nd the Baron de l
ollge,- 
res, efcaped to the caRle of DoL I-lere 
they \vere befieged; and Henry, \virh an 
arrow's fwifll1Cfs, arriving before it, they 
[urrendered to his nlercy, near]y a hundred 
nobles, the 11o\ver and firength of Bre- 
tagne. The province, with its cafiles, [oon 
returned to obedience. This ,vas in Au- 
gufi t. 
The flo\v of unexpeé1ed fucce(s aba!hed 
the rebel forces, and a conference, by the 
mediation of the pope's legate, \vas pro- 
pofed. They ll1et on the borders: Lou is, 
,vith the three brothers, and a lþlendid 
train of vaífaIs; and the Eng
ifn monarch, 
not lefs nobly attended. \Vith parental 
goodnefs, Henry offered terms of great ad- 
vantage to his fans; to the eIdefi, haif of 
the revenues of England, or of 
Jormandy, 
as might pleafe hiLn be!!, ,,:ith a fuitable 
number of eaGles to refide in; and to Rich- 
ard and Geoffrey, firnilar conditions in 
Bretagne and .liqnitaine; "referving to 
" himfelf 


· Hoveden. Dicet. Neub::ig. 


t Hoveden. Ncubrig. 



334 HISTORY OF THE REIGN 
BOO I{" himfelf th
 right of fovereignty and the 
III. "adminiílration of jufiice." The refer- 
1J73. vation, probably
 difpleafed Louis; for 
he rejeéted the terms, and the conference 
ended "". 
The flames of civi.l difcord, with equal 
fury, raged in England, the young earl of 
Leicefier heading the rebellion. Richard 
de Lucy, jufiiciary of the realm, and the 
earl of Corn wall befieged the town, which 
bore his name, and had taken it, when 
news came, that the Scottiíh king, in fa- 
vage force, had entered EnglaR-d, and had 
marched, with horrid devafiation, to the 
gates of Carli11e. De Lucy, with what 
troops he had, infiantly turned northward, 
3nd was joined by the lord high confiable, 
Humphrey de Bohun. The plunderers. 
beard of their approach, and retired to 
Scotland, into \vhich they were purfued, 
and the Engliíh army ravaged Lothian, 
with impunity. But a meírenger brought 
intelligence, that the earl of Leicefier, 
with an army of Flemings, had landed in 
the eaft, V\There hugh Bigot had received 
him into his callIe of Framlingham, re- 
nowned for its thirteen towers and wide 
enclofurell AlarlTIed at the ne,,'s, they 
propofed a truce to the king of Scotland, 
which, ignorant of their motive, he ac- . 
cepted, and they returnedll By this tilne, 
the rebel army had taken Nor\vich; but 
had 
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had failed in their attempt on Dunwich,B 0 0 K 
then a celebrated and opulent town on the III. 
coafi. Bigot was tired of his guefis, and 1173. 
he requefied the carl to remove then] to his 
own cafiles. He complied reluélantly J and 
was on his march towards Leiccfier, "\Then 
he heard, that the loyal Bohun, \vith the 
earls of CornwalJ, Arundel, and Gloucef- 
ter, intercepted his route, and \vere at Saint 
Edmundíbury, arrayed to meet him. An 
aß:ion was inevitable; for the royal army 
foon appeared, the banner of St. Edmund 
'
\taving in the vanll '"fhe fame moment 
faw the conflié1 begin and terminate; [0 
irrefifiible, on the plain, "vas the {hock of 
the royal cavalry. The earl and his coun- 
tefs, with mofi of the Flemi!h horfemen, 
were tarl:en; and of the foot very few ef- 
caped the f word * .-A truce \\'Îth Louis 
f.ucceeded, and the armies retired to ,\yin- 
ter-q uarters. 
Though Henry had been intent on the 
beft means of defence, he had not negleét- 
ed the auxiliary arms of the church. 

cel- 
ingly he ilnplored the aid of Alexander, 
againfi his rebellious children; and to ani- 
mate his zeal, " he acknowledged hinlft"lf 
" his vaffaJ, and caI1ed England the pa- 

, trimony ofPetert." So had n1Îsfortunes 
hunlbled, and d
ranged, it feenls, his rca- 
fon! The mediation of the legates ,vas the 
confequence of this add refs; for the pon- 
tiff;. 
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13 0 0 KtifF, where Louis interfered, could not take 
III. a more attive part.-Other biíhops alfo 
1173. attempted the chrifiian ,vork of reconcili- 
ation, by letters to the young king and to 
Eleanor, but without fuccefs *11 
1174. In adjufting plans, and preparing for a 
ncvv campaign, the gloomy \vinter paired. 
The earl of Flanders was again prevailed 
on to Join the confederacy, and he agreed 
to invade England, in conjuné1ion with 
young Henry: the Scots would enter 
he 
northern counties of England: and Louis, 
aided by the rebel dukes of Bretagne and 
Aquitaine, undertook to carry his arlTIS 
into Henry's French dominions.- The 
truce expired ,vith the Eafier holidays; 
\\.11en the furious Scot poured his barbari- 
ans into Northumberland, \vhich having 
laid waite, he ad vanced into Wefimore- 
land, and again befieged Carlif1e. Roger 
de Mowbray joined him. Him the gal- 
]ant Geoffrey, eleél:ed biíhop of Lincoln, 
natural fan of Henry and of Rofamond de 
Cliftòrd, at the head of his vaírals, and the 
loy( lifts of Y orkíhire, had expelled from 
his cafiles; and he prepared to fuccanr 
Carlifie. The king of Scotland retreated, 
and fat down before Aln,vick.--But, in 
other parts of the kingdom, the profpeét 
,vas Inore alarmingll In the eafi, a body 
of Flemings, the prccurfors of the grand in- 
vaÍÌon, had joined Hugh Bigot; and the 
earl 
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earl of Derby, with the brother of theB 0 0 K 
5cottilh monarch, the earl of Huntingdon, III. 
'1:1d the adherents of Leicefi
r, awed the 1174- 
midland provinces. De Lucy every \vhere 
oppoft"d the rebels, and cheered the hearts 
of his loyal friends; but he ,vas a ware, 
fhould the young king land, that his pre-. 
fence alone, in the V\'a vering fiate of poli- 
tics, would inevitably turn the [cale. The 
prudent minifter took the ad vice of his -af- 
fociates; \\.hen it was refolved to implore 
the immediate return of his nlajefiy *. 
Richard of Ivelchefier, archd
acon of 
Poitiers, eleßed to the fee of Winchefier, 
\vas chofen to the commiffionll He found 
his mafler on the frontier of Normandy, 
returned from pacifying the provinces of 
Maine, Anjou, and Aquitaine, and then 
confulting with his friends and the gover- 
nors of his towns and cafiles, how beft to 
defend them againfi the mighty arms of 
the enemy" Henry lifiened to the pref- 
fing entreaty, and infiantly complied: in- 
deed, for forne time) a fleet at Barfleur had 
been prepared for the emergency. Nor 
was there a monlent to be loft; for the 
earl of Flanders and young Henry \\"ere 
then lying at Gra velines, waiting only for 
the wind, which might land them, with 
all their forces, on the Engliíh íhore. He 
took with him E1eanor, and l\1argaret his 
fon's queen, and his infant children, and 
VOLII III Z the 
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:B 0 O' I( the moil confiderable of his prifoners; and 
III." on the 8th of ] uly, early in the morning, 
11 ï-4. failed ll But a gale ro[e, and the fea grew 
rough, and the countenances of the mari- 
n,rs {he"
ed heÍÌtation and diflnay. The 
. king, raifiIlg his eyes to bea ven, audibly 
[aiel: ,,, lfthe fuprt:me ruler, by my arrival, 
" hath ordained to refiore that peace to 
,
 my people, ".hich is my only willi, may 
'
 h
 nJçrcifu!Iy bring me to a port of fafe- 
" ty; but if his face is turned avvay, and 
" he hath refolved to viiÌt them in his 
"\;vrath, I1jay I never be permitted to 
" eaçh EAs!and's íbore." He arrived, 
that even. og, in the harbour of South- 
ampton *. 
 "1 
!:enry vi.. More than th{
e years had elapfed, 1Ïnce 
llts the h d ... 1 . . d 
tOlllb uf t 
 Inpr _
r ot. t 1e pnmatt\ a perlO rc- 
Becket. plet with \\'onders, ,vhich contemporaries 
beheld with' t
1e p1ea fing emotions of a de- 
vout reverence, and "'e revle\\' V\?ith a faf- 
tidiQus (neer. So difcordant are. the habits 
of man, ,^'hich vary vlith the varying [cene; 
while throughout they arc but a part of 
tha.t progreffive fyfiem, \\'hich the lapfe of 
ages, as they roll on, perpetually evo]ves. 
-The circunlflances of Becket's death 
\vere p<:culiarly flriking ; and the age "vas: 
difpofed .to receive tbe v:ho!e impreffion, 
and in receiving to exalt it
. 1"'he appear- 
ance of milacles vvas to thCID no uncom 
IDon rhenorr:.enon. They attefied, they 
tllought, 
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thought, the fanélity of the living; and BOO I\: 
they blazed n10re con[ picuoufly from their HI. 
graves. A competent knowledge of the 1174-- 
la\vs, by which nature aéts, \\'as not at 
hand to unrav
l the myfiery: the ruler of 
the univerfe, they perfuaded thernfelves, 
took pleafure in this palpable difplay of 
power: religion, it feemed to them, daily 
called for the invigorating fupport : and the 
criticifm of the times, too credulous be- 
caure too unenlightened, \-vas unapt as their 
philofophy, in the examination of witnef- 
fes, and the difcufIìon of faéls. The 
churchmen alfo, \vho then po{[e{fed the 
greateft knowledge, \NCre themfelves more 
than ever interefied to be1ieve the attefia- 
tion of their fenfes, and to propagate, 
among the people, the happy illuÍÌon. In 
the vindication of their pri vileges, the pri- 
mate had (pilt his blood. That they meant 
to deceive, is moil foreign from my mind 
to infinuate; but, I believe, they \vere 
themfelves, by no voluntary ad, impofed 
on; and elfe\vhc:re, if not here, 1 trnfi, I 
ha ve accounted for it *'. The virtues of 
the prin1ate v;ere confpicuous in his life, 
but for their further difplay,
 or to eQforce 
their imitation, can '\ve be induced to think, 
that an almofi uninterrupted fLfpenfion of 
the la\vs of nature \vould be deemed expe-- 
dient, as the credulous devotion of many, 
beI1ding round his tomb, íhould, in fimpli- 
city of heart, call for it ? 
Z2 
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34 0 HISTORY OF THE REIGN 
13 0 0 K Curious to a philofophic mind is the ac- 
III. count \vhich hifiorians, prefent on the fpot, 
1174. or not difiant from it, give of the events 
that immediately fucceeded to the prin1ate's 
deathll They defcribe then1 as opening, 
in an humble prelude, at his tomb; the'"l 
fpreading to all parts of the church; ex- 
tending through the kingdom; filling the 
\vorId. Every infirmity, they fay, ga ve 
way to the pO\i\"er of his narnell Even the 
dead were raifed to life. But in the num- 
ber of thefe miracles, then recorded in t\ìVO 
volumes, forne are fo trivial and ludicrouf- 
Iy fportive, that, while we adnlire the cre- 
dulity of the narrator, a fufpicion involun- 
tarily arifes, that their more ferious and 
folemn fafts were too lightly a{fufiled, to 
merit impartial belief. The "'''ax- tapers 
round };Jis bier being extinguiíhed, \\'cre 
inviíìblv relighted! As he lav dead in the 
choir, he raifed his right h
nd, and blcf- 
fed the aírembly!. His eyes being injured 
by the \lVounds, they were replaced by 
others of a fmaller fize, and of t".o differ- 
ent colours, that the miracle might be out 
of the reach of controverfy! t 
Birds and 
other animals recovered life! 
 -But the 
fame of thefe wonders reached every ear: 
the enemies of Becket, in confufion, ac- 
knowledged the atrocity of their condutl:; 
and his friends exulted, \vhile every lane, 
that 
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that led to Canterbury, f\\'elled with theBO 0 K 
concour[e of pilgrims, hafiening to his III. . 
tomb. The contagion îpread abroad; and -1174-. 
every devout man, lifiening to his neigh- 
bour's tale, envied the happinefs of Eng- 
land. The Roman biíhop, by me{fenger 
after meífenger, was entreated to enroll the 
blefièd martyr in the calendar of faints, 
and to gi ve him to the prayers of the faith- 
ful. Alexander ,vas a wary and prudent 
man; and though t
e caure of the martyr 
\Jvas his O\\1'n, and he could no\
 fanétify 
all its pretenfions, he was not \villing, 
\vithout forne deliberation, to precipitate 
the folemn ceremony. But \'Vhen his le- 
gates returned, \vho had more immediately 

vitpe{fed the various faas, and vouched 
their reality, he could no longer procrafii- 
nate. He a{fembled a confifiory, took 
t heir ad vice, and in great pOfi1p pronou nc-. 
cd the canonization of the martyr, Tho:' 
mas *'. 
The Faa ,"ras r
cent, and its celebritv 
engaged the public attention, while the 
unnatural rebellion raged, which I have 
defcribed. With fuperfiition or a mifia- 
ken piety, the violation, it feems, of obvi- 
ous duties can, fon1etinles, affi)ciate, and 
raife no horror! Henry, though ab[oIved 
from thecrime he had occafioned, \\rasnot 
yet free from odium: the conqueft of Ire- 
land had filenced the rnale\-olence of reli- 
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342 HISTOR Y OF THE REIGN 
BOO Kgious zeal; but it now broke out again, 
'- Ill. and even good men thought, they faw the 
117-i. hand of di vine j ufiice preffing on him. 
Hirnfelf could not be infenúble to the af- 
:flitting circumfiance; and he felt poig- 
nantly the cruel u Cage of his children and 
nearefi friends, vrhich his condl1ét had not 
merited. The figns of heavenly approba- 
tion, which attefted the fané1ity of the 
primate, \vollld likewife reproach his heart; 
for he, no more than others, could not 
\vithfiand an evidence which a cloud of 
\vitneffes proclaimed. To join the pu blic 
voice, and by joining it to appeafe the an- 
ger of heaven, he might feriouí1y deem an 
aét of religious duty: but if thereby he 
might recover the loft affeétions of his peo- 
ple, policy "vould applaud the meafure, 
and the difafirous fiate of things called for 
every exertion. In thefe fcntiments, Henry 
landed at Southampton, and he purpofed 
immediately to vÎÍÌt the tomb of Becket. 
On the n10rrO'
l, ,vhich \vasTuefday, in 
the nlonth of July, leaving the queens, 
and his brave nlercenaries to proceed on- 
"vard, he lllollnted his horfe, and \vith a 
few attendants, took the \vay to Canter- 
bury. But it \yas Friday morning, before 
he came in fight of the to\ver of Chrifi- 
church, \vhich 11e beheld, and difmounting, 
he laid afide his garments, threw over his 
ll10uldcrs a \yoollen rug, and \valked on, 
filent and penl1ve. The diftance ,vas three 
lniJes; and as he entered the city before the 
people 
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people, the fiones, as his bare feet preffed BOO K 
them, \vere marked \vith blood. He came 111. _ 
to the church; and they {hewed him the lIi4. 
martyr's {brine, which he approached trem- 
bling, and fell profl:rate on the ground. 
\Vith his arms extended, here he remained 
in prayer, while Gilbert Foliot, biíhap of 
London, harangued the crovyded audience, 
folemnly protefiing, in his ma(1er's nam
 ; 

, that he had not COIn manded, nor ad- 
" vifed, nor by any artifice contrived, the 
" primate's death; but as his \vords, too 
" inconfiderately fpoken, had occafioned 

, the fatal aB, he again begged abColu- 

, tion, and would fubmit himfelf to pu- 

, niíhment."---The biíhops, vl,"'ho \vere 
pre[ent, follo\-ved by forne abbots, the 
clergy, and the \vhole convent of monks, 
in number eighty, each vvith a knotted 
cord in his hand, then advanced to the 
fpot where the monarch prayed. He 
bared his !boulders, and received their 
laíhes, five from the bi(hops, and three 
from every other hand. Refuming his 
prayers, in the fame attitude of humble 
.fupplication, he continued on the pa vc- 
ment, many watching round him) till the 
midnight bell tolled for matins; anJ \vhcn 
thefe \v
re finiíhed, he rofe, viíìterl the al- 
tars of the upper church, and the bodies 
of the faints there interred, and again de- 
fcended to the 111rine. But the 
orning 
began to da\vn, when he reqncficrl mafs 
might be faid, at Vv 1 1ich he :][fi fh..d. an,l 
ha vinp- 
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BOO K having afiigned, with other r
ch gifts, a re- 
III. venue of forty pounds a year, for tapers to 
J 174. be kept burning round the body of the 
faint, he drank fame water ming1ed with 
his blood, and with a fmiling and joyous 
èountenance V'.'ithdrew*.-On the next day 
he reached London. 
The. But though the preffure of his affairs 
S k 
ott1íh called for immediate exertions, here he was 
Ing ta-.. . 
ken, and detaIned. FatIgue of many days, and the 
t
e r.ebel- peculiar circu rnfiances of his la te pilgri- 
]Ion In h d b h . d . r.. fi . 
England mage, a . roug t on an 10 upo ItIon, 
fuppref- which repofe only could remove. As, one 
fed. night, he flept in his palace, fuddenly a 
meffenger arrived, and knocked at the 
gates. The guards coml11anded filence; 
but he knocked more violently: " 1 have 
" good news," he called out, " which the 
" king mufi hear immediately." 'fhey ad- 
mitted him; and with the fame importu- 
nity, pailing the gentlemen of the bed- 
chamber, he entered to the king, and 
wakened him. "Who art thou?" faid his 
majefiy, furprifed by the fudden noife.- 
" I am the fervant of RanuJph de GJan- 
" ville," replied he, "fent with good tid- 
" ings to your highnefs." -
, Is my loyal 
" Ranulph well?" rejoined Henry.-- 
" M V mafter is well," faid he: "and 10 ! 
" he- has your enemy, the Scottiíh king, 
" now in chains at Richmond."-c'Re- 
" peat it ;" {aid the king, overpo\"crcd by 
- ilic 
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the news. The meffenger repeated his-B 0 0 K.. 
d H I ?" h 111. 
'Nor s,-" ave you any etters. t en _ 
demanded Henry. The meífenger pro- 1174-. 
duced a letter, which, when the king had 
curforily perufed, he [prang from his bed; 
and, as the tears ran down his cheeks, he 
gave thanks to him, whofe ,
;ill alone 
\vorketh wonders. He calJed his friends 
round him, and told them the tidings. 111 
the morning, other couriers came; the 
news was given to the people; and the 
bells of London rang ,^
ith gladnefs.- 
The particulars of the event were briefly 
thefe. 
The king of Scotland, it has been faid, 
was before Alnwick; and as the Ioyalifis 
had retired, he continued the blockade 
unmolefied, and rent off detachments to 
defolate, the neighbouring country. Secure 
from attack, he indulged the favage 
,varfare, a nd heard the reports of his [01- 
diers, when, with bloody hands, they re- 
lated the achievements of the day. But 
the Y orkíhire barons \vere roufed, and 
forming themfelves into a body of four 
hundred knights, under Ranulph de Glan- 
ville, íheriff of their county, theyadvanc- 
ed to Newcafile. Here they learned the 
fiate of the Scotti1h forces, and reCol ved to 
proceed, though no profpetl of fuccefs 
could flatter them, from the difproportio- 
nate power of the enemy. They raCe be- 
fore 
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BOO Kfore the [un, and advanced rapidly, enve- 
III. loped in a dark mitt. But this circum- 
. 117 k . fi
nce, which was propitious, alarmed the 
more cau:ious; and they halted, uncertain 
of the road, and wa vering in their refolu- 
tioo. " l{eturn \vho ,vilJ," exclaimed Ber- 
nard de BalioI, a baroa of noble blood, 
" no retreat thall fiain my honour, and I 
cc \v i 11 proceed alone. " 
rhey ad vanced ; 
\vhen the Inifi fuddenly broke, and the 
cafile of Aln\vick appeared, in near vie\1V, 
before them. The Scottiíh monarch alfo 
loon appeared, furrounded by a troop of 
about fixty horfemen, fecure on the plain, 
and bufied in feats of chivalry. He obCerv- 
cd their approach; but thought them his 
own men returning with plunder, till the 
Engli01 banner ftrl1ck his fight. He was 
amazed, but not daunted; for he could 
not doubt, hut fo weak a band muft be . 
foon overpowered by his multitudes. 
Wherefore, fiercely {baking his [pear, he 
called gallantly to his follo
'ers, and ruíhed 
foremofi to the attack. The Englifh 
knights met the fhock: William's horfe 
pierced to the heart fell; and the noble 
prey \\"as feized. With him mon: of the 
troop furrl
ndered, for they did not attempt 
to efcaps; and other nobles coming up, 
gave themfelves to the enemy, that they 
might join their lord in his calamity. The 
viétorious party rctl1rn
d with their cap- 
tives, and lodged the royal prifoner in the 
cafile 
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cafile of Richmond *.-It was relnarked,B 0 0 K 
that this event happened, on the morning, III. 
Henry rofe from before the primate's lIj4. 
:íhrine!- The Scottiíh army, on the nevvs 
of the difafier, retired precipitately. 
Henry, without more delay, left London, 
and marched towards Huntingdon, v;hich, 
with its c3file, furrendered. David, prince 
of Scotland, who comtnanded the rebel 
forces in that qnarter, hearing of his bro- 
ther's captivity, had withdra \vn to his own 
country. The king then advanced in- 
to Suffolk, againfi Hugh Bigot. The re- 
bellard, on his approach, though firongly 
fupported by his O\1vn vaífaIs and an army 
of Flemings, . 10ft heart. He fuppliantly 
Inet the ki ng; was pa rdoned; and deli- 
vered to him his cafiIes ofFramlingham and 
Bungay. But it ,vas \vith difficulty, that he 
obtained permiffion for his Flemiíh auxili- 
aries to return to their loams.-Fortune 
once more [LTIlled ; and Henry led his army 
to the royal caftle of Northampton. Hi- 
ther vIas brought the monarch of Scotland, 
\Villiam, [urnamed the Lion, bound, like 
a felon, on his horfe! If the regal dig!1ity 
felt the inîult; his luft of blood, aod the 
cau[e he had wantonly efpoufed, Inerited 
the degrading treatment.- Then the earl 
of L
icefier furrendered his cafiles ; and the 
bithop of Durham, \vho had favoured the 
rebellion, and Roger de Mowbray, and de 
Ferrarg 
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.JO KFerrars earl of Derby, fubmitted to mercy, 
J. and gave up their fortreffes. The rebeIli- 
j 174-. on clofed * :-50 much had the captivity 
of Scotland's king, and the news, that the 
invafion from Flanders was fufpended, 
unnerved the party. The prefence alfo of 
Henry, whofe piety, though mifiaken, 
had, we may believe, pleafed heaven, aid- 
ed much the happy revol
tion. But he 
learned this leífon, and a licentious nobi- 
lity \\
il1, at any time, rather ruib into the 
horrors of ci viI 
lar, than [ubmit to the 
irkfol11e control of a vigilant adminifira- 
tion.-Affairs on the continent calling him 
away, he left the queens behind him; and 
on the fev
nth of Auguft, with his prifon- 
ers, his Brabanters, and a thoufand Welfh- 
men, fent by David ap Owen, embarking 
at Portfmouth, he landed at Barfleur, and 
marched towards the capital of Norman- 
dy *. 
The fi
ge Rauen was befieged by the combined 
()f h 
O h U
n'armi
s of France and Flanders; for \vhen 
w IC 15 
fol1owed Henry landed in England, the fcherne of 
by 3 1 g e- an invaÍÌon dropt, and the young king, 
. ;


e. with the earl, led their Flemings to the 
íìege. A m ightier army, it is faid, Europe 
had not feen fince the Jaft crufade, headed 
by kings, and furniíhed with every war- 
like implement. But Rouen could 'with- 
ftand their onfet. It was garrifoned by the 
Norman nobility, who crowded to its de- 
fencc
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fence, and by citiz
ns, well trained taB 0 0 K 
arms, hardy and magnani mouse Befides, IlL 
it was aífailable only on the north-eafiern 11.74 
fide, the Seine on the South, forbidding all 
approach, and the neighbouring hills, ri- 
fing like nature's bulwarks. So the hifto- 
rian defcribes it. But fo little underfiood 
was the art of fieges, that the navigation 
of the river was left free, and the commu- 
nication with the country over Matilda's 
bridge, as unimpeded, as in time of peace; 
the enemy confining their aífault to about 
the third part of the great circumference of 
the city. The vigorous efforts of the be- 
fìegers (who had divided themfelves into 
three bodies, advancing in rotation every 
. eighth hour, that no moment of the na- 
tural day might furceafe from labour) are 
well defcribed; and the counteraQion of 
the befieged, who by a ÍÌmilar divifion of 
forces, refified and foiled their energy. On 
the feaft of St. Laurence, the tenth of Au- 
guft, when the fiege lafied twenty days, 
Louis announced a fufpenfion of arms, in 
honour of his favourite martyr. The citi- 
zens, with peculiar feflivity, celebrated 
the day of refi. Their [ongs echoed in the 
ftreets, while the men at arms, iífuing 
through the fouthern gate, lightly [prang 
towards the Seine, and tiltecL-on its banks. 
From their lines, the enelny rnarkfd their 
fport, and felt the infnlt. I iliall not re
 
late the diíhonourable propofal of the earl 
of Flanders, at this moment, to aífault the 
walls, 
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BOO KwaJls, nor the íìlent preparations \lvhich 
III. enfued. I {hall not relate the accidental 

 
1174. difcovery of this deíìgn, by forne prieHs, 
from an elevated tower, nor the ringing of 
the alarm bel], at ,:vhich the enemy ruíhed, 
in thoufands, from their lines, and the 
Normans, with the fpeed of lightning, 
rallied back to their pafts. I thall not re- 
late, that thè \valls were fcaled, and !bouts 
of vié10ry \vere heard, V\ 1 hen a connia 
began, ot direful obfiinacy, and vvhich the 
Dight only ended, whilfi the ditches "'
ere 
:filled \vith the ílain and wounded, and the 
blood ran in torrents fronl the walls. 
Then the enemy retired in confufion to the 
camp *. 
Before this, the confedera tes had heard, 
that the king of Scotland \\T3S in chains, 
and that the rebellion in England vvas ex- 
piring: but they \vere not prepared to fee, 
what their eyes, the next day, be}lcld, the 
Engliíh monarch himfelf, at the head of 
his army, marching over the plain; croffìng 
the bridge, and enter,ing the city in mar- 
tial triumph. A damp fell upon their 
hearts. But ,[oon the \Velíh infantry 
feized a convoy of forty V\Taggons, . loaded 
with provifions; and the northern gates 
were throvvn open, that the king, with his 
cavalry, nlight aa offenfivelyagainft the 
enemy. Want of bread for t\\TO days, 
and the forlorn profpctl before thenl, de- 
termined 
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termined the confederates to raife the fiege,B 00 K 
which they did, before the twentieth day HI. 
of the month, having burnt their ma- 1174. 
chines and heavy implements*.-In a fe",'" 
days, came the earl of Blois 2nd the arch- 
bi!hop of Sens, \yith overtures of peace; 
and a conference was appointed to be held 
at Gifors, on the eighth of September. 
Even the .ivcendiaries of the \var no,v 
deÍÌred to end it. Their enterprizes, in a 
manner unaccountable to human penetra- 
tion, had mifcarried, and the God of ar- 
mies had feemed viíibly to proteét the in- 
jur
d rights of a parent. Henry, though 
a glorious revenge called him on to "var, 
was difpofed himfelf to check the tide 
of vié1ory, and to embrace a peace, that 
\vould gi ve him back his children. The 
kings met at Gifors; but duke Richard 
\vas abfent in Poitou, infulting the canles 
and vaffaJs of his father.. It \vas, there- 
fore, refolved to prolong the truce to 
Michaelmas, and Henry marched ieto 
Poitou. The ftubborn youth, as he ap-:- 
proached retreated: but finding no fuc- 
cour 

ould come, his iron heart relented; 
he waited on the king; he \YCpt; he feU 
on his knees; and aíked forgivenefs. Henry 
forgave him; and they ,vent together to 
the place of conference, bet\\.een Tours 
and Amboife. Peace was concluded t. 
The 
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BOO K The terms vvere: That the three princes 
111. 1houid return to their father and their al- 
1174- Iegiance, themfel ves free, and freeing all 
others, fron1 the oaths of confederacy 
they had taken; that a refii tu tion of lands 
and caftIes, as they haci been held, fifteen 
pays before the rebellion, íhouid be made 
. on both fides: that the father 1hould remit 
all difpIeafure againft the rebels, and the 
young king alfo promife never tø Inoleft 
thofe, who had been faithful to his father. 
The king then fettles t\VO cafiles in Nor- 
mandy on his fon, to be chafen by him- 
[tIf, and a yearly revenue of fifteen thou- 
fand pounds in Angevin money; on Rich- 
ard, t
ro con venient places in Poitou, 
from which no miCchief could arife, and 
half the revenues of the province; and on 
Geoffrey, half of t he reven ues of Bretagne, 
till his marriage with the daughter of Co- 
nan, with the confent of the Roman 
church, íhould entitle him to the whole. 
The princes then gave fecurity, that they 
would never, againfi their father's will, 
demand more than had now been fiipu- 
Iated; and would never withdraw from 
him their per[ons or fervices_ Richard and 
Geoffrey did homage for their grants; but 
from Henry, on account of his royal dig- 
nity, it was not demanded *. 
The earl of l.leicefier, and the other 
great prifoners, \vere releafed, on terms of 
uncommon 
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uncommon clemency: nine hundred and13 0 0 K 
íìxty-nine c3ptive knights received their Ii- III. 
berty without ranfom : and of the fe\v, who '174. 
,vere detained in prifon, not one fuflèred 
death! Such mercy had never before graced 
the annals of kings) and it gi ves a dignity to 
the are which beheld it.-Onlv WiBiam 
D r 
of Scotland, in the cafile of Falai{e, had 
not yet his liberty. But the Scotch nobles 
and prelates here reforted to hin1; and by · 
their advice, it 'vvas finally agreed, to [ur- 
render the ancient independence of their 
cro"'n, aod to fubjeét it to England. 
William, therefore, did homage to Henry, 
for the kingdom of Scotland, and for all 
his other territories, f\yearing fealty to him, 
as to his liege lórd. The other articles be- 
ing read, h'õftages \vere deliv.:red for their 
more folemn ratification, on a fntulc day, 
and William had liberty to return to 1{.5 
kingdom 
.- The arrangement of many 
concerns in the pro\'inces, no\v engaged 
'the l.ttention of Henry. 
Events, on \vhich the hifioriJn loves to 
d\velI, becaufe his reader does, and be- 
c
ufe in both they excite affeðions to 
,-yhich pleafure is annexed, \yil1, from this 
time, ceafc to adorn the reign of Henry. 
But the vie
" of lefs turbulent f:cnes, than 
fieges, batt1es, viBories, in th,e adrniniflra- 
tion of jufiicc, in domeflic arrangernents, 
and the execution of Ia\ys, can fUft:ly ra
{f; 
VOL. I. A a forr
e 
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BOO Kfome interefi in the human breafi? I \vill 
Ill. omit no circumfiance that can inform, 
1174. none that can portray manners, none that 
can develope the charader or the politics 
of the age. 
117S. Some difirufi fiill fubfifiing bet\yeen 
:rvli[cella
 Henry and his eldefi fan, means """ere ta- 
neans ken to remove it. He waited on his. fa- 
Occur- ther at Bure, and with tear3 im p lored his 
rences. 
forgivenefs, in the prefence of nlany no- 
bles, vvho Vlere his fureties, doing ho- 
mage, as his brothers had done, and [\\.ear- 
ing, as "ras u[u31, on forne relics of faints, 
th;t he \vould be ever faithful to hirn. 
This covenant ,vas afterwards confirmed 
at Weflminfier. At Caen they were met 
bv the ear] of Flanders, who came to re- 
n

Y friend1hip \vith Henry, his confcience 
upbraiding hirTI \yith its late infraétion. 
And to atone for that guilt and the mife- 
Ties he had brought on otners, he had 
JateIy taken the crofs, purpofing, with an 
army, to depart for Palefiine! The t'
lO 
kings then failed for England, and pu b- 
]icly to. announce their love, they da i]y 
ate, fay the hifioriaos, at the fame table, 
and flept in the 1åme bed *. 
The new primate had cGûvened a dio- 
ce[an fynod at WefirniDlter. He had been 
prior of Dover. I did not relate the vari- 
ous difputcs which preceded his eleélion, 
nor the obfiacles, thro\\.n by the young 
king 
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king in its way, which compelled h
im toB 0 0 K 
go into Italy, \vhere be was confecrated III. 
by Alexander himfelf, and returned with 1175. 
1egatine po\vers. I-Ie was a man of gentle 
manners, and by all parties ,veIl efieemed. 
The kings were prefent in the council, and 
approved its canons, \vhich were taken 
from thofe of other fynods, or the decrees 
of popes, and principally tended to reform 
the manners of the clergy, and to fuppre(s 
abufes.-In company of the primate, they 
then went to Canterbury, \vhere I-Ienry 
paífed a fecond night in prayer, before the 
tomb of Becket. 
Bot he who could pardon, with a god- 

ike clemency, treafon in his children and 
rcbeIiion in his fubjetls, could not forgive 
lighter 111ifdemeanors, which touched his 
favourÍte paffion. During the war, the 
game in the royal forefis had been defiroy- 
ed, the gentlemen h", ving hunted without 
refiraint: but now all defcriptions of men, 
by a maft vexatious profecution, were 
brought to troúble for this offence. They 
pleaded a general liberty) granted by the 
jufiiciary Richard de Lucy, and himfelf 
confirmed it, alleging, that he had been 
fo ordered by Henry. The vindiB.ive 
fportfman did not refift. A general in- 
quifition \vas made on oath, and eveIl 
heal-fay evidence being admitted, the cle- 
o linquents were puniíhed by heavy amercia- 
ments *. That his coffers vrere empty, I 
A a 2 believe; 
Diceto. Hoveden. an, 1175. 
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BOO I\.believe; but it was unwarrantable and un- 
III. king1y thus to replenif1} them. So true, 
J 175. ho,,"ever, it has, at all tilDes, been, that 
'\vhen a few had arrogated to thern[elves a 
privi"lege, defigncd by providence to be 
cnjoyed by all men, they have not defin- 
ed to maintain their ufurpation by means, 
oppreffi ve a nd nefarious. The forefi- 
Ja\vs, it is allo\ved, were tyrannical. Our 
o\\"n game la
"s are as muëh [0; nor "viII 
Engliíhmen be free, till they, with the 
nlanorial rights of lords, and other remains 
of the fcudal fyftern, be buried in the 
grave of their Nornlan parent. 
Tn a p.rogrefs through the kingdom, from 
Jris favourite palace of Woodfiock, Henry 
was at Gloucefier, ",.here he fettJed forne 
difiurbances of South vVa]es; and at Not- 
tingham, \vhere he impleaded the defiroy- 
ers of his deer; and at Yark, \vhere the 
king of Scotland met hirn, ".ith the great 
Inen of his land, laity and clergy, to ful- 
fi1 the convention of Falaife. In the 
church of St. Peter, the nobles and biíhops 
of both countries ailifiing, WiJIiam r
ne\v- 
ed his liege homage to Henry and his fon. 
The fame \\Tas done by the biíhops, abbots, 
and other clergy; and the barons [\:vore 
alle
iance for themfelves and their heirs, 
adrl
ng that, íhould their king recede from 
his fea!ty, they \vould fiand by Henry, as 
their lord, againft all his enen1ies :Jt:._ The 
furrender 
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furrendcr \vas complete; and Henry be-B 00 K 
carne king of Britain. That the Scottilh III. I 
nation, powerful in arms, high-minded, 1775. 
and ever hofiile to England" íhould thus 
cheerfully, as it feems, for the ranfÇ>ffi of 
their prince, have paid fù high a price, is 
an event almoft inexplicable: but \ve 
!{OO\V not the fecrct meafures \\,hich nego- 
tiated the tranfaé1ion. The n10fi proba- 
ble conjeéture is, that they dreaded the 
po\ver of Henry, no\v free to revenge their 
late wanton inCult, and preferred a fub- 
million, apparently voluntary, to the [eo. 
yerer terms \\,hich a conqueror might dic'- 
ta te. 
A new treaty of fettlemez1t \vas a}[o 
made \\.ith Ir
land. Since Flenry h=td Iëft 
it, as might be expcé1ed, difiurbances had 
enfued, occaÍÌoned by the depredations 
which the Engliíh committed, by irnpati- 
ence of a foreign yoke, and by the hope, 
,
vhich the rebellion in England daily ani. 
mated, of recovering their independence: 
for the chiefs, ,vhofe prefence they moft 
dreaded 7 \vere themfelvcs called a\vay to 
aid the royal cahfe. But nothing fucceed- 
cd. There 
.as no union in their plans. 
And [oon Strongbow returned; and the 
brave Raymond, now the folctier's friend, 
whether for fpoils or glory, had opened 
ne\v conquefis, by the taking of Limerick, 
and other achievements *. In defpair of 
f uccefs, 
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D 0 0 Kfuccefs, Roderic O'Connor, king of Con.. 
III. naught, fent his minifiers to Henry, who 
1175. found him at Windfor, about the time of 
Michaelmas; and there, in a council of 
the nation, articles of a more pacific con- 
"ention were ratified.-Henry grants to 
his liegeman Roderic, as long as he iliall 
faithfully ferve him; that he be a king 
under him, and paying him tribute, to 
hold his territories, as he had he]d them 
before Henry came into Ireland. The in- 
habitants, like\vife, are quietly, to poffefs. 
their lands, fo long as they remained faith- 
ful to the king of England, and paid him 
their tribute and his other rights, through 
the hands of the lriíh king. The tri bute 
is a hide, fa1eab1e for the merchant, from 
every tenth beaft killed in Roderic's terri- 
tories, or in other lands, to be paid an- 
nually. But in the demefnes of Henry 
and thofe of his barons, Roderic has no 
concern. There are Dublin and its appur- 
tenances; Meath and all its appurte- 
nances; Wexford and the kingdom of 
Leinfier; and Waterford with the adjacent 
country *.-10 this loofe manner, which 
argues. no fixed fyßem of policy, "'as tne 
government of Ireland fettled. When the 
ancient independence of the rcaInl \vas 
broken, by the introdnélion of a foreign 
fovereignty, it "vas mCf.e than expedient, 
. 
 furely, on the ruins of the old fOfln, to 
havo 
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bave ereéled a new fabric of legiílation, ß 0 0 K 
and to have.efiablilhed an executive PO\v- )II. , 
er, that might and would have been "ril- 1 '75- 
ling, to compel fubmiilion. Events wiU 
íhe\v, hovv weakly the whole \vas plan- 
ned. 
Soon afterwards, in an a{[en1bly at 177 6 . 
Northampton, regulations were made in 
the internal polity of England. It \vas 
agreed to divide the country into fix cir- 
cuits, in each of which three itinerant juf- 
tices or judges \yere appointed, to hear 
and determine: criminal and civil caufes ; 
and from whom an oath ,'Vas taken to oh- 
ferve, and caufe to be obferved, the fe.ve- 
raI ordinances then enaéled. Thefe ordi- 
nances or fiatutes are faid to be thore of 
Clarendon; but they are not thofe \vhich 
excited the controverfy, nor do they re- 
gard ecclefiafiical matters. I\tiany of them 
were only calculated to redrcfs the difor- 
clers, occaÍÌoned by the late coulrnotions ; 
and others referred to civil property) and 
the criminal jufiice of the featur. Of the 
Iafi defcription one is peculiarly curious.. 
If anyone, it fays, is arraigned before the 
king's jufiices of murder, or theft, or rob- 
bery" or of receiving any fuca Inalefac- 
tors, or of forgery, or of cnalic:ous burning 
of houfes, by the oath of twelve knights 
of the hundred, or" in their abfence, b,. 
tbe oath of t\\?elve free and la'-\'vful men, 
r 
by the oath of four men of every to\vn of 
the hundred, he {hall be fent to the 'I\:'"ater 
ordeal, 
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D 0 0 KordeaJ, and if conviBed, íhalllofe one of 
III. his feet. To \vhich the fiatute of North- 
i 17 6 . alnpton adds, that he 1hall }ikc\Nife lofe a 
hand, and abjuring the realm, go out of 
it, \vithin forty daysII If acquitted by the 
ordeal, he {baU find fureties, and flay in 
the kingdom, unlefs he had been arraign- 
ed of murder, or any heinous felony, by 
the comnlunity of the county and of the 
]egal knights of his country: in which cafe, 
though acquitted by the ordeal, he 1hall 
lea ve tbe realm \vithin forty days, taking 
,vith him his chattels, and remain at the 
king's mercy *.- The ROlnan church had 
in vain firi\"en to fupprefs thefe abfurd 
trials; and here \'-e fee them folenlnly 
fanétioncd" \yith claufes of palpable inju[- 
tice, by a fiatute of the Englifh pation in 
council aífemblcd ! 
Cardinal Huguzon, a legate from the 
pope, ,,,,hon) Henry had particularly rc- 
quefled, had be
n forne months in Eng-1 
land. Tired of his queen, \vhom he 3]fo 
vie\,yed as a principal agent in the late re- 
bellion, he fought for a divorce. The fe- 
crets of the negociation have not tranf- 

- 
pired; but no divorce "vas obtained. flu- 
guzon, ho\yever, was not idle. He vifit- 
cd the churches, exercifing his fuperior ju- 
rifdißion, and gaining the odium of the 
çlergy, by permitting the king to profe- 
cute them, for having hunted 
n þis forefis. 
A fynoQ 
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A fynod "vas then fummoned to meet him BOO K 
at W efimi nfier. I {ball not detail the fcan- III. 
dalous fcene, whic
 cnfued between the .17 6 . 
archbiíhops of Canterbury and York, for 
the right of precedcncy; in \vhich the 
latter was vvounded, and vvhereby the 
Italian legate ,vas fo alarmed, that he re- 
tired precipitately, and foon left a country 
\vhich, by his venal and fervile conduét, 
he had diÎgufied *. But he took with him 
a letter from Henry to the Roman pontiff, 
which merits noticé.-" Out of reverence 
" to the holy fee," fays he, "and to you 
" though the greateft and vlifefi men in 
" my kingdoITl oppoCed the meafore, at 
" the intcrcefiion of your legate, I ha ve 
"granted the follo\ving ordinances:- 
" That no eccleÍÌafiic, in future, {hall be 
" perfonally taken before a fecular judge, 
" for any crime or tranfgreffion, except 
" againft the forefi Ia\ys, or in the cafe of 
" a 13Y fee, fOf \vhich fecular fervice is 
" doe: that I "",ill not retain in nlY hands, 
" beyond the term of one year, vacant 
" biíhoprics or abbeys, unlefs from urgent 
" neceffity or forne evident caufe? that 
" every \vilful and malicious murderer of 
" a clergyrpan, on convidion or confeffion 
" before any j ufiiciary, befides the ufual 
" puniíhment for the murder of a Iay- 
" man, !hall [uffer a forfeiture, for him- 
" felf; 
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BOO K" felf and for his heirs, of all his inheri- 
III. "tance for ever; that churchmen íhall 
! 17 6 . "not be compelled to any trials by 
" duel '*." 
Thus, by the royal prerogative alone, 
contrary to the declared fentiments of the 
greatefl and wifefl men, is that fiatute of 
Clarendon rever[ed, \vhich, at the time, 
caufed fuch general reclamation, and 
,vhich, it was pretended, was amongfi the 
ancient uJages of the realm. I will alfo ob- 
ferve, how idle it is, in fome modern hif- 
tori;tns, to talk of aEls if parliament, or of 
a fyflem of legiílation, at a period, when 
our government was fo precarious and un- 
defined, that the ,viII of the monarch alone, 
fometimes, confiituted la\v, and, fome- 
ti mes, a headfirong arifiocracy checked its 
moft falutary operations. Trials by duel 
v.rere a fpecies of more honourable ordeal, 
then much reforted to, even in forne civil 
fuits, as weB as in caufes which appertain- 
ed to the courts of chivalry. But their 
principle ""as as abfurd as tl{at of the vul- 
gar ordeals, and equally incompetent to 
protet1 the rights of truth or innocence. 
To the íhame of human reafon, a prattice 
which, at that time, we can fay, [prang 
from the groffefi ignorance, has flill it.s vo- 
taries; as if the prefent mode of vindicat- 
jn
 honour were more rational, than it 
then 
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then ,vas, to fit do\vn on water, or tOB 0 0 I( 
tread on burning ploughí11ares! III. 
Henry's remaining d, ughters were, this 117 6 . 
year, n1arried; Eleanor, to Alphonfo king 
of Cafiile, and Joan, to William king of 
Sicily, furnamed the good: an alliance ef- 
feéted by the mediation of Alexander
 
whore peculiar friend he was. Manuel 
Comnenus and Frederic Baïbaroífa had of- 
fered their daughters to \Vïlliarn, and had 
been rcfufed. 
He was partial to the Eng- 
liíh name, from an early impreffion made 
by Peter de Blois, who, for fame time, 
had been his mafier, and \vhom he 
"iíhed 
to retain in Sicily. Peter \vas now Secre- 
tary to Henry; a man of much learning, 
and a principal agent in the tranfatlions of 
the ti mes. 
John of Saliíbury, whofe name I have 
often mentioned, the fecretary of Becket 
and his infeparable companion, was,about 
,this time, by the choice of the chapter, 
and the earnefi ,viíhes of the French king. 
called to the fee of Chartres. His learn- 
ing, in every department of fcience, was 
uncolnmonly ce1ebrated, and he has left it 
recorded in many works; hut his virtues 
"vere more confpicuous. The portrait he 
often draws of the Roman court, the ex- 
ce{fes of \vhich he had pcrfonally witnef- 
fed, proves, that he \vas as free to cenfure 
as to give praife, when the fubjeQ called 
for either *. But it is too lightly afferted, 
that 
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BOO K that the influence of that court fo far over- 
HI. powered thc' n1inds of men, that they were 
117 6 . awed into íìlencc, and checked in their 
common op,erations. I I have {hewn that it 
'
Tas not fo;' and now a freíh infiance pre- 
fents itfelf.- Vivian, another legate from 
Alexander. (oon follovved Huguzon, with 
a comnliilion for Scotland and Ireland. H
 
landed at Dover, \vhere, \vith Roman in- 
folence, fays the monkilh hiftorian, forc- 
ing himCclf 1nto lodgings, he \iyas foon 
compelled to demean himfelf more hum- 
bly, and to requeítadmittance. But Henry, 
heat:ing of his arrival, fent two bi010pS to 
demand, by whofe authority he dared, 
thus unlicenfed
 to enter the realm of 
England? The legate tren1bled: " I will 
" do nothing," L1id he, " and I f wear it, 
" againfi the "vill of your mailer." He 
was permitted to proceed; and the l{ing 
granted him a fafe-conciua, and defrayed 
tbe expences of his journey into Scotland -. 
-The po\ver of Rome would not have 
ovcr]caped the bounds, which religion and 
reafon had fixed, had not princes, from 
views of interefi and ambition, authorifed 
its undue exercife, and themfelves invited 
its ,,,-orfi excefTes. 
I"'. Frofa 

hat apprehe,níions, 'Ne know 
not; but, probably, from ferious appre- 
henfÌons of frefh tumults, Henry had de- 
l110liíhed the cafiles of the late principal 
rebels 
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rebels in England and Normandy; and, BOO K 
fiill better to fecure the continuance of Ill. 
peace, he had taken into his hands even 1177. 
the fortreífes of tho[e, \vho had never for- 
fcited his favour, and garri[oned thenl 
vvith his own troops *.-'l'he rneafure ,vas 
arbitrary, though attempted, it feems, by 
the advice of his council !-And in March 
ne\\'s canle, that ambaífadors from AI- 
phonfa, his fon-in-Ia,,", king of Cafiile, 
and Sanchez king of Navarre, ,,,,ere arri\?- 
ed in his kingdonl, to lay before him a 
controverfy, \vhich had long divided thofe 
princes, and diílrefTed their people. It 
regarded territories, forcibly ufurped on. 
both fides. Henry aírernbled his great 
council at Weítrninfier; before \vhich the 
royal meífengers appeared, attended by ad- 
vocates to fiate the oontroverfy, and to 
plead. T\vo Spaniili champions had al[o 
come, to 
?ait the i{[ue of the tria], armed 
at all points, a nd prepared to enter the 
lifts, íhould I-Ienry ordain a cOlnbat. rrhe 
pleas being reduced to \vriting, and inter- 
preted, the council weighed the refpeétive 
claims, and the gofpels were produced. 
On them the embaíTadors f
'ore, that their 
Inaflers {hould fiand to the a\vard of the 
EngJi111 monarch, or themfeJ'ues v
"oulc
 
furrender their perfons to his po\\
er. Sen- 
tence \rvas pronounced. It ,,,.a5: That as 
neither party denied the ufurpaticns, al- 
leged 
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BOO Kleged by the other to have been commit- 
III. ted, the king and court decreed, that a fun 
1177. refiitution íhould .be made on both fides *. 
Agreeably to the faíhion of the day, the 

arl of Flanders no\v carne to pray at the 
tomb of Becket, previouí1y to his departure 
for PaJefline. l-lenry, as the terms of his 
reconciliation promifed, had intimated an 
intention of accompanying the earl; but 
the concerns of his o,vn governnlent de- 
tained him. He fent nloney, ho
'ever; 
and the earJ, ,vith many barons and 
knights, froln this and other countries, 
departed. 
Strongbow "\-vas dead; and the king had 
appointed William Fitz-Aldelm his fuc- 
ce!for in the lieutenancy of Ireland. But 
diforders continued, and the _Englj{h had 
invaded Ulfier ,and Connaught. Henry 
,vas now fenfible, that more ftrength mufi 
be given to the Jriíh government; and he 
purpofed to invefi one of his fons with it, 
to be held, under himfelf and his heirs, as I 
a great hereditary fief. Yet John, the fan, 
'of his choice, was an infant. In a coun- 
cil at Oxford, therefore, he declared his 
intention, (.
lhich the ROlnan biíhop had 
alfo fant1ioned,) and he made fuch new 
fettlements of lands and honours, in Ire- 
land, on Inany of his nobles, as íhould in- 
duce them to protet1 his prefent territo- 
ries, till John might be of age to affun1e 
the 
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the reigns of government. For there grants,B 0 0 K 
homage was done to prince John . and Ill. 
to himfelf *.-Thus was he employed, 1171 
when a me{fenger arrived to inform him, 
that a cardinal legate was in France, \vith 
a mandate from his holinefs, to put aU his 
dominions under an interdiét, untefs he 
permitted his fon Richard to marry the 
princefs Adelais, whom, as defigned for 
that prince, he had long had in his cuftorly. 
Henry interpofed an appeal to Rome, and 
paífed into Normandy. 
That the Engliíh monarch ""as himfelf 
in love with Adelais, there are firong rea- 
fons to fufpea. Though marriageable, he 
fiill detained her in his court, and he had 
lately applied' for a di.vorce from Eleanor. 
Louis, her father, it was, who, alarmed, 
probably, by the fufpetlful circumfiances, 
now interfered, and inlplored the aid of 
Rome. The kings met at I vri, in the pre... · 
fence of the legate, where Henry, by an 
2rtful policy, confented, that the match 
íhould be celebrated; but on terms of the 
furrender of Bourges to Richard, and of 
the French Vexin to the young king, \tvith 
,yhich Louis could not comply. The af- 
fair ended, and Adelais remained unmar- 
ried. Not\vithfianding, a treaty of amity 
\vas then concluded, wherein the kings 
fVvear to take the crofs, and together to 
prooceed to Jerufalem, under the folemn 
fiipulatioD, 
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13 OD Kfiipulation, that each \vill defend, to the 

 III. utmofl: of his po\ver, the perfon, dignity, 
1177. and dominions of the other ?Yr. Palefiine, 
indeed, then loudly called for .fuccour. 
Frederic In this year, clofed the fchifm, ,vhich 
defeated h F d . } d .r I h Id 
by the t e emperor 
 re erJC la 10 ong up e . 
Lom- Four years before, with a formidable ar- 
bards, m y he had entered Ital y the fifth time 
puts an ' , , 
end to theand having taken forne towns on his march, 
ièhifm. he bcleagured Alexandria, the name of 
,v
ich alone iIlfulted all his pride. The 
confederates vvere prepared to receive him;, 
and the ne\v town, though fllrronnded only 
by d deep ditch, prefented againfi his ma- 
chines the noble fpirit of freemen, \vell 
trained to arms, and amply fupplied with 
provifions. The firft attacks were vain; 
when the rains began to fall, and the 
plains \\t
ere inundated. But Barb;troífa 
\tvould not move. It ,vas the nlonths of 
Oétober, and he refolved to pafs the tvÌn- 
ter in his tents. The winter proved rc- 
ma
kab-ly fevere; and \\Then fpring return- 
ed, he fa"r that difeafe and defertion had 
greatly thinned his army. Stig he perfiH- 
ed, trufiing much, for fuccefs, to a nline, 
\vhich, unperceived by the enel11Y, he had 
carried to'\;vards the to\VO.. At this time, 
notice \vas given to the diftant confedera- 
cy, that the provifions of the befieged be- 
gan to fail. Infiantly a po\verful army 
marched to their relief, and ad va need 
\vithin 
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\vithin ten miles of the German camp. BOO K 
The ÍÌtuation of Frederic was perilous: III. 
he had recourfe, therefore, to the firata- 1177- 
gem, we faw praélifed at Rauen, and, it 
b
ing Thurfday before Eaficr, proclaimed 
a fufpenfion of arms till the following 
Monday. In the íì!ence of the night,- two 
hundred chofen men entered the fubter- 
raneous paífage, while Frederic, with his 
army, approached towards a gate, which 
foon, they expeéted, would be opened to 
them. The mine fucceeded; but an alarm 
was given, and the citizens feizing their 
arms, in a mornent, maífacred the few 
who had entered. They did more. In 
their juft fury,. they thre\v open the gates, 
and ruíhed upon the enemy. The unex- 
peéted [ally difconcerted the enemy. They 
fled; and Frederic, after having beheld 
the carnage of his men, the fiorming of 
his camp, and the burning of his own pa- 
vilion, himfelf fet fire to the remaining 
engines, and precipitately retired. It was 
his intention, it feems, to gain Pavia;' 
but the confederates faced him, and pre- 
fented battle. In both armies, fortunately, 
there \\.ere filen, to whorn the effuÍÌon of 
blood was a [cene of horror. Thefe, at 
the critical moment, interfered, and an 
accommodation was e!feé1ed, on the vague 
terms, that the rights of the empire íhould 
be preferved inviolate, on one fide, and on 
the other, the freedom of the confederates. 
The partiality of the German hifiorians, 
VOL. I. B b on 
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BOO Kon this and other occafions, is glaring; 
III. but it \vil! appear, hovJ' infinccre Vias 
1177. their elnperor in the adnliffion of a treaty, 
\vhich the circufilÍÌances of his htuation 
only forced upon him "*. 
The remainder of the year was [pent in 
ufelefs negociations for a yeneral peace, 
during \vhich time, the imperial agEnts 
"\vcre fecretly enlployed, in colleéling an 
arnlY, that might be ready to join Frede- 
rit, by the end of winter. With a fuf- 
peélfnl eye the I
ombatds \vatched every 
111otion, and eaíìly penetrated the bafe de- 
1ìgñ. Again they 
ol1nd thenlf
lves, by a 
fo]emn oath, to fiand or fall together; 
L- 
and ne\vs; \vas brought, that the Germ,tn 
arnlY \vas in motion, headed by the arch- 
biDl0pS ofMagdebourg and Cologne. They 
entered Italy by t
e lake of Como, \vhen 
Frederic joined them. But though the ar- 
my \vas numerous and \i\ 7 ell-appointed, he 
faw \vith pain, that Henry the Lion, duke 
of Saxony, \yhofe aid he hJd implored, 
and on \ìVhOnl he 1110ft relied, ,vas not ,yith 
theine Froin Como they advanced on the 
road to Pavia, meaning to join the troops, 
that Frederic had left in that neighbour- 
hood. But the confederates, \vhorn it be- 
ho\ed to inlpede this juntlion, had alrea- 
dy marched, \vith the Cal roccio, (the fa- 
cred fiandard of Milan,) and they had 
]lalted bet\veen the Texin and Legnano. 
Soon 


... f\1urat. an. 1175. 



OF !{IN G HENR Y II
 37 1 
Soon the vanguards fkirmiíhed; whichB 0 0 K 
"vas the prelude to a memorable day, that III. 
rnufi for ever ennoble the annals of Lom- 1177, 
bardy, and which Milan annually cele- 
brates. It was a Saturday, and the twen- 
ty-ninth of l\1ay. 1 {hall 
ot recount its 
carnage, nor its heroic deeds. Suffice it to 
fay, that the Germans, overpo\vered by 
the tremendous phalanx, which embofom- 
ed the carroccio, finally gave \ya y; and 
Lombardy was viélorious. Frederic, \vhofe 
fingle arm had achieved wonders, in the 
fury of the confliB:, fell headlong from his 
horfe, and was feen no longer. The 
butchery which enfued was great; the 
Texin devoured many; but more were 
taken prifoners. The ,vhole plunder of 
the camp remained to the viBors, and 'iVith 
it the emperor's military chefi. He, in 
vain, was fought for amongfi the dead. 
Days 'paífeà; and the emprefs, '\vho had. 
remained, at Como, put on mourning. 
But, having efcaped from the field, Fre- 
deric had prudently abfconded; and \vhen 
no longer looked for, he fuddenly appear- 
ed in Pavia, in health and un"younded; 
but 'iVithout troops or any r
fource of 
war *. 
It is \vÎth pleafure that I fee the tyrant 
humbled by nlen, who fought for liberty; 
and no\v it was, that he could liften, \vith 
i1 forçed íìncerity, to the advice of friends. 
B b 2 They 
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BOO KThey advifed him to make peace, while 
.. HI. the allies, perhaps, might be difpofed to 
117j. hearken to a treaty. Hereon, embaíTadors 
were fent to Alexander, whom they found 
at Anagni.- cc Peace," faid the pontiff to 
them, " has ever been 111Y ,viíh; but now 
" I can receive no propofals, \vhich íhall 
" not be grateful to illY allies." Thefe 
''''ere the king of Sicily and the confede- 
rated Lombards. A private negociation, 
ho\vever, "vas opened, which, after many 
difcuiIions, finally fettled the mutual 
clainls of the" inlperial court and the Ro- 
man fee. But thofe of the confederates, 
in the abfence of the parties, could not be 
agitated: Alexander himf
lf, therefore, 
confented to remove towards Lombardy
 
that his prefence might give vigour to the 
opera tions for peace *. 
But many n10nths paffed in other ad- 
ju,fiments, and it was March in the prefent 
year, before the pontiff \\Tith his cardinals, 
and t\
,ro cornmiffioners from his Sicilian 
majefiy, elnbarked on board eleven gallies, 
furniíhed by that prince, in the port of 
Vieft.. They failed through the Adriatic 
guJph; and, on the t,venty-third, landing 
'ãt Venice, were conduéled in folemn pomp, 
to the palace of the patriarch. Still diffi- 
culties intervened; to obviate ,vhich, and 
to fettle the place of conference, Alexan- 
der went to Ferrara. TI deputies fron1 
Lombardv 
J 
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Lombardy here met him, and an interviewB 00 K 
took place, at \vhich the manly and fuffi- III. 
cient fpirit of the republicans was pleafing- 117i. 
Iy contrafied \vith the pious cffufions, the 
infinuating policy, and the clerical de- 
meanour of the Roman biíhop. When 
he exhibited his attachn1ent to their caufe, 
by reciting the fatigues and the perils of a 
journey, to which he had been expofed; 
they fmiled, and recounted the ,vars they 
had maintained, and the battles they had 
fought. With gratitude," [aid they, " \ve 
" accept the peace, \vhich is offered to 11S, 
" and the imperial favour. He íhall pof- 
" fefs the rights '\vhich are his àue, and 
" which Italy never controverted: but th
 
<c liberty our forefathers entailed upon 11S, 
" \ve ,viI] not relinquiíh, but \vÌth our 
" lives * ."-Soon came the imperial mi- 
nifters, ,vith \VhOnl, for many days, a dif- 
pute, concerning the place of conference, 
,vas \varmly agitated. It ,vas finally agreed 
to meet at Venice, to \vhich place they 
all repaired. 
l\IIany pages could not relate the procefs 
of the conference, on the afE'lirs of Lonl- 
bardy, vvhile neither fide \vould recede 
from their pretcnfions. Alexander \vas 
aware of the interminable difi.'nilion, and 
propofcd a truce of fix years; \vhich \\'35 
accepted, though reluttantJy, by the L001- 
bards. \Vith Rome all had been previ- 
oul1y 
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BOO Kouily adjufied; and a peace of fifteen years 
" HI. was fettled \vith Sicily. Then was Frede... 
'- 1177- rie, who impatiently had \vaited at fome 
difiance, permitted to enter Venice, hav- 
ing folemnIy pledged himfelf to fubfcribe 
to the terms of peace. 
As he approached, on the twenty-fourtll 
of July, a deputation of cardinals was fent 
to meet him; while the pontif4 v\.'ith a vaft 
train, proceeded to the metropolitan church 
of8t. Mark. The deputies abfolved Fre- 
deric and his attendants from the excom- 
munication, they had incurred; ,vhen the 
doge of Venice, and the patriarch, and the 
nobles, and the clergy of the city, ad vanc- 
ing in their gondolas, received the empe- 
ror, and condut1ed him to St. Mark's. 
Before the gates fat Alexander, [urrounded 
by his dig
itaries, attired in their refpec- 
tive dre{fes. Frederic defcended from his 
gondola, and coming for\vard on foot, as 
l1e approached, threw aíìde his mantle, and 
fell profirate at the pontiff's fcetll He 
raifed hIm from the ground; he \vept, em- 
braced, and bleffed hitn; at 'i\ 7 hicb the 
Germans, in a thundering peal, entoned 
the Te DeZlJíz, and the emperor, taking 
hold of the pope's hand, advanced by his 
fide to the choir, ""here he again bo\vcd 
his head, and receiving a fecond blcfiìng, 
withdrew to the ducal palace *. 
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Eatly, the next lllorning, at his requefi, BOO K. 
the pope celebrated lllafs, at vvhich Fre- III.' 
deric affified; and having kiífed his holi... J- 1 77. 
nefs's feet, anà made his offering, they rç- 
tired hand in hand. The vJhite palfrey 
was at tIle gates, ,vhich as the pontiff 
mounted, Barbaroífa helt the oppofite flir 
fUp; and, '\Tith his hand on the rei os, \vag 
proceeding to attend him, ,,
hen Aicxan.- 
der graciouí1y rcleafed him from the offict'
 
SOll1e days \i'rere then fpent in vifits and 
friendl y intercourfe: and on the fÌrfi of 
Augufi, the peace \\-ith Ronle and Sicily, 
and the truce with the Lombards, ,vet: 
folernnly ratified.- The nUlnerous afièm- 
bly met in the ha II of the patriarchal palace. 
At the bottom, in the middle, fat L\.lexae- 
der, ",,-ith the cardinal
 and prelates on 
each fide; and above them, on the rigl1t 
hand, "vas Frederic, and on the 1eft, the 
Sicilian nlinifier. The pontiff roîc, .and 
in a difcourfe, \yell adapted to the OCC3- 
fion, expreífed his joy, 
nd the joy of the 
uoivcïîal church.-
rhcn rofe Frederic. 
He laid afide his mantle, and [poke in the 
German tongue, \vhile hischanccUor iqtct;---- 
preted. He acknowJcdgcd the. error he. 
had been in, f
duced,Lhe fai(l, by basl 
counfels; h
 thanked God fdr the r:rapc 
\vhich had reclaimed hiGl; he renounced 
the fchiflll; he received f-dexandcr for his 
lawful bifhop; and he prefc-nted peace to 
the king of Sicily and to the Lombards,- 
Acclamations rrnt the air. The gofpeIs 
,,"c re- 
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BOO Kwere brought forward, V\Tith the relics of 
III.. faints, and a part of the true crofs; over 
1177. which, at the command of the emperor, 
Henry count of Ðie{fa 1l:retched his arm, 
anq fwore on the foul of Frederic, that he 
would maintain the articles of peace, as 
covenanted, for ever with the church, fif- 
teen years \vith Sicily, and fix \vith Lom- 
bardy. T\vel ve princes of the ernpire then 
fwore the fame. In like manner, Romu- 
aId, archbiíhop of Salerno, vJDofe narra- 
tion I copy, the Sicilian en voy, f V\ 7 ore for 
his mailer; and then the commiffioners 
from Lombardy. It is remarkable that !he 
emperor did not fwear in perfon. In ano- 
, ther meeting, anathemas 
ere pronounced 
againfi thofe, who 1hould violate the 
peace; and the parties departed, Alexan- 
der to Anagni, and Frederic to\vards the 
confines of Burgundy *.- Thus clofed the 
fchifm; for though the antipnpe, C:alix- 
tus, fiill refided at Viterbo, b
s adherents 
left him, and the chrifiian vv.orld obeyed 
Alexander. 
11,8. In the hifiory of man, his errors, or as, 
more properly, perhaps, they may be calI- 
The Vau- d h . dI r. r..' fi f I .. 
dois or e, ]S en eiS PUflUltS In que 0 re 19I- 
Albj
en- DUS truth, form a great feature which mufi 
fes.. not be negleBed. That feature, in all its 
variety, might be vie\,yed with pJeafure, 
were it unattended by a concomitant ima- 
gery
 from which the,mind recoils "'lith 
horror" 
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horror. Deviation from orthoa 1 oxy (\\hichB 0 0 K 
itfelf, in the language of men, has varied, III. 
as modes of thinking, and even as human Ilj8. 
policy, has varied) never comes forward, 
without the implements of oppreffion, in 
the near ground, and often of blood.- 
T\\?o years before, in a provincial fynod 
at Albi, certain opinions had been cenfur- 
ed, "yhich ,".ere become popular in the 
fouthern parts of France. Some of them 
had originated \vith Peter VaIdo, a rich 
merchant of I.lyons, and others came from 
the lVlanicheans, fettaries \v ho, dri ven 
from the eaft, had widely fpread their doc- 
trines in many countries of the wefiern 
church. The men, I fpeak of, were can- 
ed Yaudoisor lf7alderýês from Peter Valdo; 
they ,vere called the poor or good'men of 
Lyons, from their contempt of riches, and 
the air of piety they ,vore; and foon they 
'\vere difiinguiíhed by other appellations, 
the moft general of 'A 7 hich ,vas that of Al- 
bigenjès, from the to".n of Albi. As yet, 
I believe, they had no fettled creed: but 
the adrniflìon of two principles, eírential1y 
difiintt, one the author of all good, the 
other of all evil, ho\yever myfierfouíly ex- 
preífed, marked them, at this time, for 
the legitimate èefcendants of the profcribed 
fea of l\lanes. They \vere condemned, 
as I faid, at Albi; and it appcared, though 
they refufed to fpeak openly, that they re- 
jeéted the books of the old tefiamc:1t, as 
the 1\ 1.nicheans did; that they deni
d the 
('fricacy 
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BOO Kefficacy of infant baptifm; that they held 
HI. that every good man could confecrate the 
117 8 . eucharifi:; that they deemed marriage un- 
lawful, which was a Manichean tenet; 
and that the priefihood had no peculiar 
powers, which other good men had not. 
But they were full and explicit in their in- 
veQives againft the riches and the vain 
parade of churchmen; and unaíked, one 
principle they proclaimed, in \tvhich they 
remained fteady and in variable, that, agree- 
ably to the gofpels and the epifile of St. 
J ames, it was never lawful to [wear.. Alarm- 
ed at the approach of the fentence, \vhich 
now threatened, the good nzen turned 
to the people \\..ho were round, and pub- 
licly deli vered a profeffion of faith, \J\.hich, 
they declared, "vas their belief, clear and 
orthodox in all its articles. This declara- 
tion they \yere ai1{ed to cO,nfirm by an oath: 
"No," faid they, "\ve wiIJ not f\vear." 
S
ntence, on this, was pronounced, which 
declared them heretics; bu t no other ri- 
gours v,"ere lJfed *. 
- But, in the prefent year, Raymond, earl 
øf Touloufe, excited a general alarnl, by 
the frightful pié1ure his zealo\ls pencil 
drevr, of the fpread of herefy in I
angue- 
doc, and of its balcful influence. All or
 
ders of men, he faid, were infeéted; the 
prieüs had drunk the paifon, and their a1- 
tars \yere deferted. He holds, indeed, he 
fays, 
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îays, onc of the t'i\"O f\vords, but he darcs BOO It 
not ufe it: if the king of France "viII come III. 
to his aid, he \viII open the cities to him; 11;8. 
he 
.ill put the villages and cafiles under his 
rod; he \\ ill point out the heretics to 
him; and, to the effuÍÌon of his blood, he 
\vill affifi hinl to erníh the enemies of 
Chrifi. . Thus \:vrote the pious Raymond 
to the abbot and general chapter of Ci- 
teaux * .-Both Louis and Henry heard the 
report \vith emotion, and they refolvcd to 
attenlpt, in perfon) the expullìon of the 
heretics from the country. But refleaion 
fuggefied better means 
 it told them, ra- 
ther to fencl miffionarics \vho might preach 
the truth, and reclaim the mifinformed 
from error. The cardinal legate, ,
rho \-vas 
in France, went; and ""ith him two 
archbiihops, and the biiliops of Bath and 
Poitiers, and the abbot of Clairvaux, and 
a numerous train of churchmen. Y-ef, 
alas! alfo RayrTIond himCe]f and other 
powerful lords were co:.nmiiÌÌoned to aid 
the miffionaries, and to execute their man- 
dates. 
At Touloufe, the 1êat of tÌ1c diforder, 
Peter Moran, an aged gent!eIll.111, of high 
conncQions, great \ivealtb, and a difiin- 
guiíhcd citizen, ,,"as brought before them. 
He \vas at the 
:ead of the îeét, a
d though 
a layman, ,\yas their tc
cher a nd their 
guide. Accu[
d of hercCy, he fighed, and 
denied 
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BOO Kdenied the charge. Would he confirm his 
111. denial, they ail{ed him, by an oath?- 
1178. "I am an honefi and an honourable man," 
he replied, "and íhould be credited on 
" my fimple affirmation." They preíred 
. him; ,vhen he finally confented, and 
fwore that he would anf\\1er with truth, to 
all their quefiions. What was his belief, 
they then aíked, in the holy facrament? 
-" I believe," [aid he, " that the confe- 
crated bread is not the body of our Lord." 
-They heard the affertion \vith tears, and 
enquiring no further, condemned him of 
herefy; and the count, receiving him from 
their hands, committed him to the public 
prifon. The retraétation of his errors "1hich 
enfued, and tbe ignonlinies he fuffered 
before the people, I íhall not defcribe. 
Suffice it, that he was reconciled to the 
church; but his po{[effions were confifcat- 
ed, and he \vas ordered, for the expiation 
of his guilt, vlithin forty days, to fet out 
for Jerufalem, and there to remain for 
three years '*. 
Otbers \vere apprehended, among \-;1hom 
\tyere t\yO teache
s. They appeared before 
the commiíììoncrs, with a profeffion of 
faith, \vritten in the language of the coun.. 

 . 
try, which they read. RequIred to cx- 
r1ain forne ambiguous expreflions, they 
did it; and it appeared, that their belicf 
-:vas orthodox. They denied the doétrine 
of 
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of the two principles, and other opinions B 0 0 K 
,vith which they had been charged. Be- III. 
fore the people, in a fuller affembly, they 117 8 . 
again read their belief, with a declaration, 
that they had never taught other\vife; 
when Raymond of Touloufe and others, 
in the face of the meeting, charged them 
with falíhood. They had heard them 
preach, they faid, that there were two 
Gods, one good, and other evil; that the 
firfi had made all invifible things, and fuch 
as are not liable to change or corruption ; 
and that the other was the author of the 
heavens, the earth, and man, and of things 
vifible. Other witneífes aírerted, that 
they had heard frolll their mouths each par- 
ticular opinion
 which the fea was known 
to profefs. The commiffioners then offer- 
ed the trying quefiion; with which they 
refufed to comply, faying, it was unla\v- 
ful to fwear. They '\i\
ere excommunicat- 
ed; the people were commanded to fepa- 
rate from then1; and the lords of the coun- 
try bound themfelves by oath, to give no 
proteB.ion to them or their abettors. But 
they had obtained a fafe-condua, before 
they came to Touloufe, which empo\\
ered 
them to withdra\v without further mo]cl1a," 
tion *. 
On the tenets and conduét of thefe men.. 
the reader ,vill make his o\'
n refleétions. 
That they diffembled, is manifeft; and 
that 
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BOO l( that fOtDC of their opinions w-ere firittly 
HI. Manichean, is not lefs fo: but as the{r 
11,8. doétrines, as it generally happens, did not 
pafs the line of theory, (for their li ves, it 
feems, were inoflènfive,) the alarms of 
Raymond, the civil Inagil1rate, \vere 
groundlefs, and his zeal tran[greCed order. 
The tenet of the Vaudois, which forbad 
them tofwear, gave them a marked re[em- 
blance to a modern fociety; and if protef- 
tants, in genera], claim affinity V\Tith them, 
why may not that fociety, with equal pro- 
priety, allege, that the good, if not the 
poor, IDen of Lyons were their progeni- 
tors? The circurnftance of Manicheifm 
mull, on neither fide, debafc the pedigree
 
The beft blood is feldom uniformly no- 
ble. - 
(Ji9. The Romans, \vhofe avcrfion to the ci- 
vil jurifdiBion of their bilhop had long 
kept hin1 at a diflance from them, on the 
extiné1ion of the fchifm, voluntarily invit- 
ed him to return. He returned; but on 
conditions which \yere honoürable to Alex- 
ander: That the fenators, 'ì\"h
n eleéted, 
íhould do homage to hiln; that tbe church 
of St. Peter, which they had feizcd, and the 
fights of a fovereign, 1110uld be furrendered 
to him; and that they íhould bind them- 
felves by oath to 0bfi
rve the peace inviQ- 
lably, anrl the articles of con vention thus 
fiipúIJted.-rrht: antipope alfo, deferted 
by thofe, \\7ho had made him the pageant 
of 
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of an expiring fchifm, himfelf waited onB 0 0 K 
Alexander; at his feet confeffing his guilt, III. 
and imploring forgivenefs. i'he bene- I I i9. 
volent pontiff kindly raifed him from the 
ground, and forgave him: he even retain- 
ed him near his perfon, and in the confi- 
dence of an unfufpetting heart, committed 
to him the government of Beneventum *. 
If Alexander was humane and generous, 
fo alfo \yas the charaéler of Calixtus not 
commonly meritorious, which could chal- 
lenge from his adverfary fo amiable a dif- 
play of virtue. 
In the poífeffion of all the power, \vhich Third. 
the triple cro
vn could 
i ve Alexander councIl of 
. h . ..Q. I D b ; l . I 'Lateran, 
WIt a VIe\\' to corr
Ll t 1e a Uies \tv lIC 1 the 
diforders of the [chifnl, or rather the conl- 
mon paffions of men, had caufed or 
firengthened, convoked at Rome a general 
council of the chrifiian world. Summons 
were fent into every kingdom, and the 
biíhops hafiened to attend. But it \vas 
found that they, vvhon1 neither zeal nor 
the love of diffipation prompted to the 
journey, could be releafed, by money, 
from the preffing obligation. The dif- 
covery, fays an hifiorian, ga ve occafion to 
fufpea, that Roman avarice, not the love 
of order, had projeéted the \\ hole mea- 
fure t. Many prelates, froITI Ire]and and 
Scotland, obeyed the fummons, and paf- 
fing through England to obtain leave from 
l-ienry, 
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BOO KHenry, tool{ an oath, that they 'ivould de- 
Ill. viCe no evil againfi the king or his realm. 
J 179. The annual revenue of one of thefe Iriíh 
prelates, was but the milk of three CO\YS, 
with which the people of' his diocefe regu- 
larly fupplied him. From England "vent 
only four biíhops; for it was the pri vilege 
of their church, they inÍÌfied, to fend no 
more *.-When the council opened in the 
church of Lateran, on the third of March, 
there 
"ere prefent three hundred biíhops, 
of whom a hundred and fixty ,vere from 
Italy, and other eccleÍÌafiics innumerable. 
On an elevated throne ,;vas feated the 
fovereign pontiff, and near him were the 
cardinals, the prefetts, the fenators, and 
the confuls of Rome. They affembled on 
three days, and framed feven and twenty 
canons. The council is called the third of 
Lateran. 
Were I to tranfcribe its fiatutes, all of 
which appertain to difciplioe, it would ap- 
pear, I think, even to the prejudiced man, 
that the framers of theln underftood the 
genuine fpirit of chrifiian order, and were 
zealous to maintain it. Without pallia- 
tion, they expofe the exceffes of church- 
men, and they prefcribe a renledy. They 
fix a mature age to the exercife of the 
prelacy, and of inferior offices, pointing 
out the quaI:fications which alone íhould 
recommend to thcn1; and they ftrive to 
check 
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check the ofientation of the wealthy.B 0 0 I\. 
"'ïhey condem n the frequency of appeals, III.-.w 
and every 1ìmoniacal praétice VJhich had 1179- 
debafed religion. To the n1inifiers of the 
altar they forbid the occupations of the 
bar, and the charge of civil offices; they 
profcr
be plurality of benefices, and firitt- 
ly enjoin reÍÌdence; and if fometimes 
they trench on the limits of the temporal 
jurifdiétion, it is much lefs than, in the 
undefined ftate of things, might have been 
naturally expeð:ed. If the age then '
las 
depraved, it afofe not from ignorance in 
the teachers, or from any want of an ex.. 
aél and provident legiílation: but energy 
failed in the executive department, while 
the manners of the great, a diífolute and 
martial arifiocracy, \videly difIi1fed an in- 
temperance of life, and led their vafTals 
into a participation of their crimes, and a 
heedlefs difregard of laws, the objeél of 
which \vas a domefiic and unoffending 
morality.-I mufi not omit to mention, 
that the firfi canon. ordains, in the future 
eleé1ion of popes, that, when the cardi- 
nals are not unanimous in their choice, it 
!hall be carried bv t\VO thirds of the votes.. 
By the t\ventieth", tournaments, in which 
the lives of the cOfi1batants weíe expofed, 
are forbidden: by the t\venty-third, wher- 
ever the lepers arc: fufficiently numerous 
to live in community, they are permitted 
to have a church, a cemetery, and a mi- 
nifier J for their own u fe: and by the laft 
VOL. I. C ,c çanOO J 
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BOOI<:canon, the heretics of Languedoc, ,vhom 
III. I defcribed, are anathematifed, with an 
I 179. extenÍÌon of the fame fen tence to thofe
 
who íhould harbour them in their houfes, 
or prefume to traffic V\
ith them. With 
more equity, a ÍÌnlilar fentence is pro- 
nounced againfi the Brabanters, or a law- 
Jefs banditti under different names, \JVho 
ravaged many provinces of Europe. But 
in this canon, a marked line is dra\vn be- 
t\veen the two po\vers. The fecular arm, 
it fays, may ufe the f\vord in aid of thf} 
church, "rhile the church only exerci[eâ 
her fpiritua1 jurifdiétion towards the fup- 
preffion of error * . Unfortunately this 
j urifdiaion reached to every thing, but 
the eftùÍÌon of blood; and they did not 
fee the abfurd departure from obvious- 
equity. 
Events in From the Iail year, Henry had been in 
Englai1d. England. At W oopftock he knighted his 
fon Geoffrey, who v;'as emulous of his 
brothers glory, than '
lhom no champions 
in the lifts pofTeffed more pro\vefs, or 
whofe feats in arms {hone brighter. There 
exercifes, which, we have jufi feen, the 
milder fpirit of the church cenfured, w
re 
deemed a necefiàry prelude to the art of 
,var. For the youth, fays the hifiorian, 
who has feen his own blood; 'JVhofe teeth 
have rattled from the gauntlet; ",
ho, un- 
borfed, has grappled with the adverfary; 
/' nor 
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nor from being foiled has defponded, butB 0 0 K 
bas rifen more fierce, the oftner he had III. 

 touched the earth; he, when the tru m pet 1179. 
calls to war, with a full heart will meet 
the public enemy 
.-Young Henry, par... 
ticularly, patronifed the amufement, which 
his example animated, and his princ'ely 
lTIunificence ennobled. He \'Vas nearly 
three years in France, for that \vas the 
feat of chivalry, engaged in perpetual 
conflié1s, and fometimes, as a private 
knight, entering the lifts, and beåring oil: 
unknown, the palm of honour. But 
Richard, though as fond of the martial 
fport as he, was generally buued \vith his 
barons in Aquitane in ferious \varfare, 
fometimes, doubtlefs, provoked, but oft- 
ner, by his petul
nce, provoking the 
,vay"
ard barons, to arms" When Geof- 
frey had received his [\vord, infiantly he 
croíred into Normandy, and on the Frenell 
frontier held a tournament, in which his 
young arm proved him \ìVorthy of the fel- 
lowíhip of his elder brothers t.-If the . 
frequent ufe and celebrity of thefe com
 
bats gave too \varlike a cafi to the manners 
of the age; alfo ,""ere they calculated to 
roufe the nobler paffions of the mind, for- 
titude, generofity, and even btnevolence- 
for foon it hecame the glory, as it was 
the duty, of the champion, to protett the 
innocent, to uphold the hclplefs, and to 
C C 2 vindicate 
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D 00 Kvindicate the facred rights of truth and 
III. equity. 
I 1179. In this year, Henry loft his faithful 
minifier, Richard de Lucy. Finding his 
end near, he had retired to a convent, 
which hin1felf had built on his own efiate, 
and had richly endo\ved; and there, hav- 
ing taken the habit of the order, he died 
,"7ithin a fe\v \veeks. This, while religious 
orders were held in efiimation, "'''as no un- 
common prattice; and vv"hen the motive 
'i'\Tas fincere, as often fureIy it was, how un- 
fair is he, \vho can fee nothing in the mea- 
fure, but bigotry and \veak fuperfiition! 
The filence of a convent, with its hours 
of prayer and meditation, is \lyell adapted 
to him, \vho has to nlake his peace \vith 
}Jeaven; and the man of the world, whofe 
days had paffed in the diilipating fcenes 
of politics and \i\.ar, in the evening of life 
fought the cloifier, \yherei n he could 
bury hjs cares, and prepare for another 
world. Weak nliods ,vould place too 
much confidence, I kno,,,, in the out- 
,vard garb of penitence; but ,vhere is the 
ho]y pratlice that fuch 111inds \vill not 
pervert? Within the \ì\ralls of convents, 
at that time, dvvel!ed many virtues; for 
the king, I obferve, as """ell as the pre- 
]ates, watched their conduét with à jea- 
lous eye, and often \iVhen complaints were 
made, not only reprimanded the refraBory 
and the diffoIute, but even expelled them 
from th
ir cloifiers, and fometirnes caIIed 
over 
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over from abroad perfons of more exem-B 0 0 K 
pIary condua to occupy their houfes. In. 
When Richard de Lucy vvas dead, the 1179. 
king, in a council at' \Vindfor, diíratis- 
fied, probably, with the late arrangement, 
divided the kingdom into four 
ifirias, 
appointing five juilices or judges over 
each, at the head of whom, in all but 
the northern diviíìon, were three biíhops. 
They were not to make circuits, it appears, 
as it was before [ettled; but to refide in 
the king's court, and there hear the caufes 
which would be brought up from their 
refpeétive diltriðs. Nothing more evin- 
ces the unfettIed fiate of government, 
than that changes, of fuch importance to 
the fubjeét, íhould have been made fo ra- 
pidly. Complaints, indeed, mufi ha ve been 
reported of maI-prat1:ices ; for, on the nevv 
lift of judges, I find only one retained, 
out of the eighteen who had been nomi- 
nated, three years befote *.- The appoint- 
ment of the biíhops to thefe civil offices, 
was contrary to the canons of the late 
council; and his holinefs complained. 
But the archbiíhop of Canterbury Jufiified 
the meafurc, thewing the great ad vantage 
it "vas of to the church and to th
 people t. 
It is worth remarking, that the three bi- 
1hops, thus honoured by their mafier, "vere 
Richard of I velchèfter promoted to vVin- 
chefier, Geoffrey Riddel or Ely, and John 
r 
Ol 
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BOO Kof Oxford now bi1hop of Norwich; all 
III. confpicuous agents in the controverfy with 
J 
 79- Becket. 
While Henry \\"as thus ufefully buGed, 
he received a letter from the French mo- 
narch, requefiing his permiffion to viÍÌt 
the f11rine of Becket. The occafion \Vas: 
After the example of his predeceífors, he 
had purpofed to cro\vn hi
 fon Philip, a 
youth of fourteen years, and was proceed- 
ing to Rheims, the place of coronation, 
when the prince, on a hunting pa
ty, was 
loa in the forefi of Compiegne. He wan- 
dered all the night; but the fatigue, and 
mOre than that, the gloomy terrors of the 
'iVoods, brought on a dangerous fever. 
Louis, whore mind was ever religious, 
turned to heaven for relief; and as the pa- 
tronage of his late friend, the martyr of 
Canterbury, \vas the theme of un verfal 
admiratio
, he refolved in perfon, to im- 
plore his aid. I-Ienry could not oppofe 
the pious meafure;' dnd the king, con- 
trary to the advice of his minifier" \vith 
a numerous train embarking at \Vhitfand, 
landed, the falne day, at Dover. Ilere 
Henry, \\-ho had ridden all nit;ht, 111et 
hirD, and conduBed him to Canterbury_ 
At Canterbury the prelates of the realm, 
and the nobles, were ready to receive him. 
The anxious parent hafiened to the tomb, 
where he [pent the night in prayer; and, 
, the next day, ha ving prefented a chalice 
of great value, and fettled 'on the monks 
oC 
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cf Chrifichurch, an annual revenue of looB 0 0 K 
meafures (modios) of French wine, in perpe- III. f 
tuity, "
ith an exemption from an duties, on 1-179. 
'\vhatever íhould be purchafed. in his realm, 
for their own u fe, he depa rted, and land- 
ed fafe in France. No\v he heard, that 
Philip was recovered. But himfelf fodn 
after that, going to St. Denys, ,vas firicken 
by a palfy, \JVhich threatened to lay him 
with his anceftors, in that a \vful repofi- 
tory of human greatnefs. 1'he event ac- 
celerated the coronation of the prince. He 
was cro\vned, on the feafi of L\ 11 Saints; 
and young Henry, as duke of Normandy, 
'\valked in the proceilion, bearing tbe im- 
perial diadem of France, and '1\7 hat v.ras 
remarkable, he fupported it \vitn his 
hands over the head of the princp, left its 
too great ,'veight might opprefs his infant 
bro\ys * II Louis ,vas too in to attend the 
cerenlon y. 
But, very foon, a fcrious mi[under- 17 80 . 
flanding afofe in the French court. TheÏnFrance 
young king tool{ for his advifer, the carland Ger- 
of Flanders, now returned from Palefiine, n1any. 
his godfather, nlanifefiing a l11arked difre- 
gard to his mother a ncl his uncles, \vho, 
till no\v, had poífe!fed an unbounded 
fway. 'fhey retired in difgufi, and im- 
plored the interference of Henry. Philip, 
\vith a manly independence, pnrfued his 
o\yn \viíhes; and to convince the houfe 
cf 
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BOO Kof Cþampagne, that he íhould not fub... 
. Ill. mit to their control, he married Eliza.. 
J 180. beth of Hainault, niece to his fa vourite 
earl. With her alfo he chofe to be crown- 
ed, a fecond time, and that by the arch- 
bilhop of Sens, in defpite of cardinal 
William of Rheims, his uncle, to whofe 
fee the right of corona
ion appertained. 
In compliance with the requefi, which had 
been made to them, the two Henrys fail- 
ed to Normandy, whither the queen, with 
other malcontentents, came. They gave 
hofiages, and fwore they would be guid- 
ed by the advice of the Engliíh monarchs; 
and on this, an army was raifed, which, 
in the fpirit of chivalry, or from motives 
lefs honourable, Henry meant to lead into 
the territories of France, to revenge the 
injuries, it was faid, which the young 
king had offered to his mother and his 
uncles. The youth, aided by the advice 
of his noble friend, hearing of the defign, 
himfelf marched his troops to the confines 
of Normandy" But a conference ,vas 
propofed, and arèeptedll They met near 
Gifors, the po]itic and experienced l-Ienry, 
and Philip, a boy in his fifteenth year! 
The particul3.rs of the conference have 
Dot tranfpired: \ve only know, that Henry 
fometinles threatened, and fonletiu1es 
:{(.Jothed, till the young king finally con- 
fented to reflorc his mother and her family 
to his fa vour, to aìlo\v her a revenue, 
competent \vith her rank, and, at his fa- 
ther's 
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ther's death, to put her in full po{feffionB 0 0 K 
. of her dowry, retaining in his own hands III. 
the caítles, \vhich belonged to the eftates. 1180. 4 
-And, foon after died the old king, hav- 
ing reigned more than forty years.- 
Another interview then took place, in 
\vhich the federal treaty of Ivri, for the 
mutual proteé1ion of both kingdoms was 
folemnly renewed between the t\VO mo- 
narchs *.-Already mufi Henry have dif- 
covered, that, if hirnfelf, perhaps, fhould 
not foon have reafon to regret the 10Cs of 
the eafy and unambitious Louis, France, 
at lcafi, poffefièd a prince, who would 
know her intereft, and \vould maintain it. 
In Germany, to \1\"hich Frederic had re- 
turned, happened alfo a momentous revo- 
lutiooll He bore vengeance in his mind 
againfi Henry the Lion, duke of Saxony, 
whom he viewed as the author of his late 
misfortunes. He had entreated his aid, 
"rhen the affairs of Lombardy were fiOf\: 
preffing: this aid he had refufed, and Eu- 
rope had witneíred the difgrace, which 
had fallen on the German name. The 
princes of the empire he infiigated to ac- 
c
fe him; and accuÍÌng himfelf of trea- 
fan and of confpiracy \
ith the enemy, he 
cited him to appear before three fuccef- 
five d:cts. I-Ienry defpifed the fummons ; 
and \vhen Frederic offered to compromife 
the difpute for the [urn of five thoufand 
marks 
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BOO Klnarks in filver, the proud prince difdaÎn- 
III. fully refufed the compromife. With 
118011 eagernefs, then, the ftates feized the oc.. 
caíìon of humbling a man, whofe power 
was formidable; and as again he negletl- 
ed to appear, when fummoned to a fourth 
diet at Wurtzburg, they condemned him 
of contumacy, of treafon againft his fo- 
vereign lord; and all his territories were 
declared to be forfeited II The fatal fen- 
tence was executed \vith a minute feverity, 
after two diets had affembled to afcertain 
the exaét limits of the difrnemberment. 
The dutchies of Saxony, of Bavaria, of 
Angaria, and Wefiphalia, with all their 
dependencies, and the many fiefs he had 
held of the empire, wen
 parcelled out, 
and difiributed among the German hOl1- 
fes.. Henry refified the profcription: he 
pleaded the illegality of the fentence, and 
he exerted the fm311 ftrength, \vhich a 
few [ricnds could give him. The com- 
bination againfi him was more than ever 
powerful, and from the firongefi motives, 
more than ever aéli ve. He was permi [- 
ted to fee the emperor; and before a diet 
at Erfort, he humbled himfelf, and he 
laboured to jufiify his condutt, and to ex- 
cufe his former contumacy. He was 
fcarcely heard, and not an acre of land 
could be recovfred. His father-in-law, 
Henry of England, and the French mo- 
narch, interceded for him. Little was ob- 
tainedll But his \vif
's dower, the opu- 
lent 


\. 
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lent cities of BruÌ1fwick and Luneburg,B 0 0 K 
\vith the adjacent . territory, \vere guaran- III. 
teed to that princefs; and jf the duke 1180. 
,,,,"QuId exile him [elf, for three years, from 
Germany, on his return, it ,:vas promifed, 
that he íhould be permitted to poffefs 
thofe cities. With his family he withdrew 
into Normandy *.- The illufirious haufe, 
that now fits on the imperial throne of 
Britain, is defce
ded from this Henry the 
Lion, duke of Saxony. 
But little now calls for notice. Europe, 118rll 
indeed, was hourly alarmed with melan- 
choly ne,^'s from Palefiine-; and Alexander
:




s
 
íìgnalized his laft days, in attempting to 
rekindle the zeal of the \vefiern world. 
Henry and young Philip, betvv?een whom 
now fubfifted a feeming [riendlhip, difcuf- 
fed the \veighty fubjett, and feemed well 
difpofedll It might be, perhaps, with a 
vie\v to this undertaking, (to \1\'hich, the 
reader will recolleB:, Henry was in con- 
fcience pledged,) that he commanded all 
his fubjetls abroad to purchafe arms and 
armour, according to their condition, and 
which, remaining in the family, íhould de- 
fcend to the next heir. Phili p and the 
earl of Flanders admired the regulation, 
and publilhed a fimilar ordinance. The 
arrangement of Henry was, that every 
man, poffefIing a hundred pounds of An- 
gevin money in chattels, íhould provide 
himfel f 
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n 0 0 !{ himfelf with a horre and a complete fuÍt 
III. of armour; every man having forty, or 
J a81. thirty, or twenty-five pounds, at Jeafi, of 
the [atne money, in chattels; to have an 
habergeon, (coat of mail,) a fcull-cap of 
iron, a lance, and a f\vord; and all other 
men to have a wambais, (quilted jacket,) 
a fcull-cap of iron, a lance, and fword, 
or, a bow and arrows -.-Coming to Eng- 
land, foon afterwards, he efiabliíhed a like 
regulation, \vith that difference, which the 
military habits of the t\VO kingdoms might 
requirell Here he ordained that: 
I II Every poíTeíTor of one knight's fee 
1hall have a coat of mail, (lorica), a hel- 
met, a íbield, and a lance: and 'every knight 
fhall have as many coats of mail, hel- 
mets, íhields, and lances, as he has knights 
fees on his domain.-z. Every free lay- 
fllan, vrho has, in chattels or rent, to the 
value of fixteen marks, !hall have the fame 
arms, as above.- 3. Every free layman, 
hC\ving ten marks, in chattels or rent, iliaII 
have "an habergeon, a fcull-cap of iron, 
and a lance, (pike or [pear. )-4-" And all 
burgeffes, and the whole community of 
freemen, íhall have a \vambais, a fcull- 
cap of iron, and a lance.- The arn1S of 
the knight \vere thofe of the heavy hOffe- 
man, and the others \",ere carried by the 
foot II 


The 
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The king's jufiices were ordered to gOB 0 0 K 
into every county, and, by the moil exaé1 III. 
refearches, to afcertain the number of 1181. 
thofe, whom the fiat ute regarded; all of 
whom, under fevere penalties, were to be 
provided \vith their arms, by the feaft of 
Stll Hilary *II-No reafon is affigned for 
this extraordinary meafure, the policy of 
which, in a nation too prone to rebel 
againfi their fovereign, is not obvious; 
and the expence fell heavy on the indi- 
gentll "The uníkilful peafants," fays 
I an hifiorian, "u fed to the fpade and mat- 
"tock, now gloried reluttantly in the 
" [oldier's arms t"" Nor is it [aid, that 
the ariftocracy even of the nation "vas 
confulted, as ufual, in any public meet- 
ing, on this general concern; but the hi[- 
torian obferves, that the king ordained the 
fia tu tell 
And, in this year, died Alexander, for 
learning, firmnefs, and moderation, one 
of the greateft pontiffs, that had fit ten in 
the chair of St. Peter. He \vas fucceeded 
by Lucius III. cardinal biíhop of Ofiia, a 
man far advanced in years, moderately 
learned, but of great experience in bufi- 
nefslI Agreeably to the late decree of the 
Lateran council, the cardina1s no\i'V began 
to take to themfelves the privilcge of eleé1- 
ing the Roman bi{hop; and the people 
and clergy, 'Vyho hitherto had been con- 
fulted, 
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.B 0 0 Kfulted, were taught to retire from the con. 

 Ill. clave 
II-Now alfo died Roger, archbi... 
IIB,. {hop of York, who has been often men- 
tioned. His name comes down, wit}} no 
praife, from the monkiíh chroniclers; nor, 
I believe, did he merit any; but to their 
order he was peculiarly hofiile. His long 
life, fay they, he fpent in íhearing, not 
in feeding, his flock; and to judge from 
the incredible furns he had amaífed, the 
obfervation, probably, was not unfound- 
edll Thofe fums, in his Iail ficknefs, he 
bequeathed to charitable and pious ufes; 
but Henry, by a defpotic at! of preroga- 
tive, feized on the vail treafures, alleg.., 
ing, ,vhich was true, that the archbiíhop 
had himfelf procured a decree from Rome, 
\'vhich empowered him to feize the ef- 
feas of any churchman, in his difiritt, 
who {hould make a will on his death-bedll 
The king's agents, in their refearches for 
this property, demanded three hundred 
marks from de Pufey, biíhop of Durhamll 
" It is true," faid he, " I received fo much 
"from the hand of the arch biíhop, and 
" I have diftributed it among the poor and 
"the affiié1cd, and in the repair of 
" churches and bridges, for the repofe of 
" his foul, as he enjoined me. He who 
" \vaf1ts it, may collea itll I {hall not." 
-I arn fOïry "'to add, that the manly, 
though not verv courtly, reply, greatly 
,/ irri ta teg 
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irritated Henry, who feized tbe biíhop'sB OO!{ 
caftle, and commanded his officers to ha- III. " 
rafs him by every poffible feverity *11 
The return of the queen-mother, with IIS2. 
the houfe of Champagne, to the French 
court, had foon produced the effeét, which 
it was natural to look for. The earl of 
Flanders faw his influence decreafe, and 
in difguft retiredll But his abfence did 
not brink back harmony. Stephen, count 
of Sancerre, one of the uncles, claimed 
fame cafiles, and took them. Diftrufi, 
jealoufy, and very bad pallion, which 
haunt the courts of princes, fpread a ge- 
neral difcontent; and Philip, in all the 
inexperience of youth, faw he could not 
confide, even in the ties of blood. He 
implored the advice of Henry; he tool
 
into his pay an army of Brabanters; and 
being joined by the three Englifh princes, 
he marched again!! the malcontents. Every 
,vhere he "ras fuccefsfuI; and Henry com- 
ing into France, a general accommodation 
,vas effeé1ed. 
The refilefs fpirit of young Henry a- 
gain began to move; and be withdrew 
\vith his wife to the French court, de- 
manding from his father, the furrender of 
Normandy, or of fame other territory, 
where he might dwelJ, and fupport the 
dignity of a princell It is faid, that Philip 
ungrateful1y ad vifed the rncafurcII I-Iovv... 
ever" 
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Ð 0 0 Kever, on receiving an increafe of income, 
III. and the prornife of a donative to a hun- 
118.z11 dred knights of his houfehold, he ,vas fa- 
tisfied, and returned to frefi) oaths and 
frefh proteflations of an uníhaken allegi... 
ance *.-The dependent circumfiances of 
the prince ill accorded, it mull be owned, 
with the imperial crown he wore; and 
though policy, perhaps, jufiified the ar- 
rangement, it was natural that his high 
fpiri t fhould, fometimes, recoil. 
1183- W
 are opening to a melancholy [cene. 
Death The Chriilmas of this year was kept at 
(}fthe Caen J where Henry was with his three fons, 
young and the duke of Saxony with his family, 
king. and a numerous attendance of prelates 
and nobles. Thefe fefiivals, the reader 
will have obferved, were then celebrated 
,\\Tith lTIuch magnificence. As a proof of 
love, the king, be(ore they parted, propof- 
ed that Richard and Geoffrey íhould do 
homage to their elder brother, for their 
dutchies of Aquitaine and Bretagne, as to 
their feudal lord II Geoffrey complied; but 
Richard, either from pride of heart, or be- 
caufe, the French king being his fove- 
reign in the fee, he conceived he owed no 
-allegiance, at leafi, to his brother, refufed 
to fubrnit, and withdrawing into Poitou, 
prepared for hofiilities. The violence of 
Richard's adminit1ration, in Aquitaine, 
had rendered him generaJIy odious; and 
Inany 
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many barons, if he would fupport them, ß 0 0 K 
had, before this, offered themfelves to III... 
young Henry, to become his liege fub- 1183. 
jeé1s. He now accepted their fubmiffion, 
and went into Aquitaine. At the fame 
time, the turbulent Geoffry, ever ready to 
move at the call of difcord, hired an army 
of Brabanters; and with them joining his 
elder brother and the malcontents, they 
propofed to expel Richard from the pro- 
vinces, which they attempted by a general 
ravage of the country. Richard retaliat- 
ed; but feeling the firength of the con- 
federacy, he implored the aid of his fa- 
ther. His father beheld, with horror, the 
unnatural war, and he [narched from Nor- 
mandy, purpofing, if pollible, to obfirutt 
its progrefs. The events which, for fome 
weeks, enfued, involved in obfcuritv, but 
too plainly blackened by the ftain of the 
moll debafing crimes, ;vhen the life of the 
father "vas, more than once, attempted, 
and the confederated brothers fometimes 
fued for peace, and then engaged in more 
defperate achievements, I íhaH relate.. 
The principal fcene \vas before the firong 
cafile of Limoges, which the enemy occu- 
pied. In a moment of falîe repentance, 
young Henry vo\yed to take the crofs, and 
though oppofed by his father in the ralli 
refol
tion, he perfifted; anrl forne days 
after, plunged deeper in rebellion! By 
this time, the Brabanters were clamorous 
for pay. Geoffry, whom they ferved, en.. 
VOL. I. D d tere:i 
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13 0 0 Ktered the cafile, where his friends \\Tere, 
HI. and firipping the íhrine of St. Martial of 
1183. its filver covering, and the convent of its 
plate, returned with the booty to his camp, 
at forne diftance from the walls. 
But now by the command of pope Lu- 
cius, the archbilhop of Canterbury, afièm- 
bling many prelates and the clergy at Caen, 
pronounced a folemn anathema againfi all 
who difturbed the public peace, and who 
1hou]d obfiruB: its completion. Out of 
refpeé1 to the crown, young Henry only 
Was not involved in the fentence. The 
nleafure did not break the confederacy; 
and the mercenaries again calling for pay, 
another íhrine and other churches \",ere 
plundered. This the young king, though 
bearing the holy crofs, effetted. Henry, 
before this, had received a firong rein- 
forcement of Spanilh troops, brought by 
-the king of Arragon; and it feems, be 
was determined to aa with vigour againfi 
. the enemy, \vho obfiinately adhered to 
their refolution, not to fubmit to Richard. 
A battle was expeßed; when young Hen- 
ry fudden]y fell ill of a fever, and it [oon 
appeared that he muO: die. In penitence 
of mind, he rent to his father, requefiing 
lIe vTould come to him. Henry \vas dif- 
fuaded from the pious office, his friends al- 
1eging the danger, which might attend 
. . it, from the flagitious con ederacy round 
the ÍÌck prince: wherefol"t he took a ring 
from his finger, well kno\vn to his fon, 
and, 
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and, as a token of forgi ve
efs, fent it to BOO I
 
him.' The prince kiíTed it: "Take 
 to III. - 
" my father," faid he, "one requefi more; 1183. 
" that he will be merciful to' the barons of 
" Aquitaine, and pay to my kl}
ghts and 
" fervants the wages due to them." Hav- 
ing privately confeífed his fins, as fome 
biíhops and religious perfans flood near 
him, he publicly ackno\vledged his guilt; 
and receiving abfolution, deli vered his 
ceofs into the hands of a friend, to be ta- 
ken to ]erufalem. A piece of fackloth, by 
his order, was then put round his body, 
and a cord about his neck: Thus,:' he faid 
to the biíhops near him, "I deliver my: 
" felf to your minifiry, an un\\Torthy and 
" guilty finner, begging, that thë Lord 
" Jefus Chrifi, who {hewed IDerey to the 
" r
pentant thief, will, throùgh your pray: 
" ers and his own ineffable goodnefs, ex- 
. J. . # 
" tend the lIk
 m
rcy to my unhappy 
"fou1." They anf \A.ered, AJ11en I
'.' j\ nd 
" no\v," he continued, in a V\?eaker voice, 
" dra\v me from my bed by this cord; a
d 
" lay me on your bed of aíhes."- The 
allies had been prepared.-His orders ,vere 
executed; and they placed a largê [quare 
fione unde: his head, and another under 
his feet. In this fituatian, he received the 
holy communion. "Let me be buried at 
Rauen," were. his lafi \yords; foon after 
'which he expired, in the t\venty-ninth 
year of his age *. D d 2 Tõ 
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BOO K To fay more of him is unnece{fary. 
III. The contemporary ,vriters reprefent him, 
118 3. as endowed with many amiable and brilli- 
ant qualities, fuch qualities as, unfortu- 
nately, in every age, will recoDlmend a 
prince to the public favour. He was 
handfome, affable, munificent; and, as I 
nave faid, in all the prowefs and feats of 
chivalry, expert and animated, dauntlefs 
and perfeverant. But his condutl to bis 
father, heightened as it was by incidental 
depravity, muft dra\v a cloud over the falfe 
Jufire of his charallcr, through which, to 
a mind of jufi appreciation, no ray of great..n 
nefs iliall ever penetrate.-Henry, with 
parental fondnefs, bemoaned his 10fs; and 
as the corpfe, íhrowdcd in the linen gar- 
ments he wore at his coronation, approach- 
ed, borne on the {boulders of his feIJow-fol- 
diers, he met it, and weeping, faw the 
melancholy proceffion pafs aJong.- They , 
proceeded as far as Mans, on their \vay in- 
to Normandy, \vhen the inhabitants and 
clergy of that city forcibly feized the body, 
and buried it, with funeral pomp, in their 
cathedra1. There lay his grandfather, 
GeofFry Plantagenet. But the Normans 
remonfirated, and threatened to ufe force, 
if their jufi demands were not complied 
with. Henry then interfered, and the 
body being furrendered, it was carried to 
Rouen, an
 interred *. 


The 
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The confederacy diffo
ved. Henry took BOO I\: 
the caftle of Limoges, which he levelled III. 
,vith the ground; and the other caftles of 118
. 
the rebellious barons were [urrendered to 
him. Geoffry he pardoned; but he fe- 
cured the fortreffes of Bretagne by his own 
garrifons. Peace was refiored; and as his 
fon had requefied, he íhewed mercy to 
his enemies. Richard was novI heir to hi
 
father's dominions.-A difpute arofe with 
Pbilip, concerning the dower of the young 
queen, his fifier, which was amicably fet- 
tIed; and Henry, in a public meeting, 
did homage to the French king, with fome 
relué1ance, it feems, for all his tranfnla
 
rine po{feffions, announcing, by the cere- 
nlony, that he held them himfelf immedi- 
ately from Philip, and that his fons \vere 
l11efne tenants or fubvaffals under him -. 
 
This year is rendered famous, in the an- Indepeu... 
nals of Italy, by the conel ufion of a gene- dence of 
1 b F cd . d 1.. - the Lam- 
ra peace etween r erlC an tHC con-bards, 
federated Lombards. The truce of fixand other 
years expired, 

hen envoys from the aI_events. 
Hes \vaited on the emperor at Conftance. 
Here the peace was figned, which gave 
liberty and aU the rights of independence 
to them, the elnperor preferved a nomi- 
nal fovereignty, and forne immunities of 
1itt1e value. The brave republicans cele- 
brated the event., ";ith Un
Ol1l1110n fefiivity, 
and Italy, in its northern provinces, once 
mQr
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BOO Kmore welcomed the return of freedom. 
III. But there weré many towns, which had 
í 18j. uniformly adhered to Frederic, preferring 
his fmiles to the bleffings of an indepen- 
dent fecurity *'. 
The reader has viewed the firuggle, as 
I defcribed it, perfeverant, temperate, and 
man]y; but a refleélion, perhaps, did not 
occur to him, which I ,;vill fuggeft.- Thofe 
p-lcn, de[cended, indeed, from a ferocious 
ancefiry, who had made the weftern em- 
pire tremble, at the t.ime I am defcribing, 
\\rere parcelled out in difiinét cOlnmunities, 
guided by no peculiar policy, and in reli- 
gion, adhering, in its feveral maxims, to 
that of Rome. Their biíhops, and their 
çlèrgy, bore a great [way, as ,vher
, at 
that time, did they not ? Yet, in t4efe cir- 
cumfiances, Lombardy fought for liberty, 
and deferved to gain it. The Ronlan bi- 
ihop was their ally. Shall it then be faid 
that, tnere is any thing in the fpirit of that 
9çolnmunion, hofiile to liberty, hofiiJe to 
th'e fights of man? And, at what tin1e, 
-had it exified, could its influence ba ve 
been exerted \vith more fuccefs, than when 
jgnorance, it is [aid, had fpread its man- 
tle over the hun1an faculties, "ànd the pow- 
"er of Rome \vas uncontrollable? 
The fickle ROlnans, whofe policy was 
contemptible, and whofe condué1 feemed 
to 
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to prove the truth of the obfervation, thatB 0 0 K 
a people, once degenerated, iliall never III. 
rife again, had quarrelled with their biíhop, 118 3 0 
though fo recently reconciled to Alexan- 
der, and had driven him from their "valls. 
The old pontiff, who knew their venal 
charaé1er, was aware, that no terms of 
accommodation would be accepted, which 
money did not ftrcngthen; and he there- 
fore requefied aid from the chrifiian king
 
doms. Two nuncios came to Henry, who 
took the advice of the prelates and clergy 
of England, on the expediency of the 
meafure. Their anf wer merits notice. 
" We requeft your Majefty," faid they, 
" will fend what fubfidy you may deem 
" mofi proper, for yourfelf and us. For 
" \ve would much rather refund our con- 
" tingent of the fum into your exchequer 
" than that a.gents from his holinefs be 
" permitted to come amongfi us, on which 
" a precedent may be founded injurious to 
" the realm - ..JJ The patriotic refolution 
proves, that they felt no undue attachment 
to the fee of Rome. A large furn was fent, 
with which, and other fubfidies, Lu- 
cius purchafed a temporary peace, from 
the mercenary citizens. 
On the death of Richard, archbilhop of II S+.. 
Canterbury, in this year, a controverfy, 
on the fight of eleB:ion, arofe bet\veen the 
monks of Chriftchurch and the biíhops of 

he 
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:B 0 0 Ktbe diocefe, which the chroniclers detail 
III. with a tedious minutenefs. Henry firove 
1184. to conciliate the jarring faé1ions, and in 
the attempt, expofed his royal dignity to 
the deriíìon of both. In his tranfaétions 
\\7ith the churcb
 that manlinefs of çon- 
dua left him, which, on other occaÍÌons, 
was con(picuous. He promifed, he flat- 

ered, he implored, with an unbecolning 
çondeîcenfion; and then his mind was rc- 
trograde, and he broke through the tiffue 
þimfeIf had forrned
 Baldwin, bií110p of 
Worcefi
r, was finally eleéted
 the man 
\vhom tþe 
ing and the prelates prefer- 
red 
. 
During the conteft, the duke of Saxony 
with his conCort, was in England, magni- 
ficently eptertained by Henry; and he 
was alfo vjfited by the arçhbiíhop of Co- 
logne, the friend of the çmperor, who, 
though praBifed tQ arms, and poffeffing 
]ittle of the churchma.n'
 fpirit, would not 
pafs by the occaíion of prayiQg at the mar- 
tyr of Canterbury's íhrine. The earl of 
Flanders was with him. Of all the ene- 
p1ies to the duke of Saxony, the prelate I 
, I 
m [peaking of, was the moll inveterate. 
Henry, whofe heart towards his friends was 
ever "'''arm, in {hewing him the moil lig- 
nal marks of attention, had a benevolent 
objeB: in view. He propofed to him, to 
forget his ennlity, and to be his (on-in- 
I
 vv' 
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Ja\,r's friend. It "ras effeé1ed, and the par-B 0 0 l( 
tics met. This, however, is denied by Ill. 
other 
?riters.- To proceed in this humane - 11 8 4. 
bufinefs, he likewife fent miniUers to Ve- 
rona, 1JI- r here the pope was holding a fynod, 
and where Frederic alfo was, to beg the 
interceffion of the former in favour of the 
unfortunate duke. The application '-"as 
attended with fuccefs -. 
Some affairs now called Henry to the 118S. 
north; but at Nottingham he was inforrn-Embaffa_ 
ed, that embaífadors from a diftant king-dors from 
dam had jufi landed in England, and wait_/erufa- 
ed his return. He returned, and met them em. 
at Reading. They were Heraclius, patri- 
arch of ]erufalem, and Roger, grand maf- 
ter of the knights of the Hofpital, fent to 
implore the aid of chrißendom, againft tne 
arms of Saladin. They had been at Ve- 
rona, \vh
re they faw the pope and Fre- 
deric; and from his holinefs they brought 
letters, to Philip king of France, and to 
Henry King of England. Philip they had 
vifited, who received them gracioufly, and 
promifed them affifiance, from his purfe 
and the valour of his fubjeßs; but go 
himfelf he could not. He was yet without 
children, and the voice of his people dif- 
approved tbe meafure. Thty came to 
England. As Henry appeared, they fell 
at his feet, and weeping, faluted him in, 
the name of Baldwin, Ùieir king, and of 
th
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BOO Kthe nobles of the land, and of the' people 
Ill. of ]erufaJem. They laid before him the 
118S. motive of their journey. They put into 
his hand the letter of Lucius, which ex- 
tolled his many virtues, and thofe of his 
ancefiors; and \v hich reprefented the de- 
plorable flate of Pa)efiine; and which 
gently reminded him of the promife he 
had made, to give it [uccour. They pro- 
duced the royal banner, and the keys 
of the holy fepulchre, and of the tower 
of David, and of the city of Jerufalem, 
2nd thefe they delivered to him. "With 
" the bJeffing of God," faid the king, 
kindly raiíìng them from the ground, 
" your bufinefs íhall profper:" and he 
named the firfi Sunday in lent, for them 
to recei ve his final anf wer, at London *. 
The ÍÌtuation of the holy land was, in- 
deed perilous. Since the Jail cruf:1de, 
which had terminated fo fatally in II49t, 
a [eries of di fafirous occurrences feenled 
ï--o prepare its final ruin. The three prin- 
ces who remained, of Tripo]j, Antioch, 
and Jerufalenl, were, fometimes, divided 
by a \vealz policy; while Noureddin, [ul- 
tan of Aleppo, availed himfelf of every 
,\\geaknefs, and preffing forward, invaded 
their territory, and beat do,vn their for- 
tref[es. To him fucceeded Saladin, the 
bravefi and wifefi prince that the eafi had 
long beheld, bef re Sultan bf Egypt, and 
foon 
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foon after, alfo f ultan of Syria. That he BOO K 
rofe to this height of power by equitable III. 
means, cannot be faid; but he rofe to it, 118S. 
as other conquerors had done. The in- 
fant fon of Noureddin he difpoífeífed of 
his dominions, and mounted on his throne. 
Baldwin IV. the feventh prince from 
Geoffry of Bouillon, was king of ]erufa- 
lem, young in years, and enervated by a 
Ieprofy, (for fo the diforder was then call- 
ed,) which rendered him incapable of 
every exertion. Thus compelled to with- 
draw from bufinefs, he no
inated his 
nephe\v, a child of five year5; his fuccef- 
for, and gave the adminifiration to the 
earl of Tripoli, a man of prowefs and 
great experience, \vith the title of regent: 
But the !tate, with its dependent princi- 
palities, was,. on every fide, hemmed in by 
Saladin, \vho fa,,,, \vith fcorn, the puny 
kingdom flill maintain its independence, 
while difiant nations bO
Ted, with rever- 
ence, to his beck. There were no inter- 
nal refources, the regent faw, \\7hich could 
make any effeBu;l1 ftand again
 the pow- 
er of the enemy; and the troops, which 
the zeal of different chieftains brought 
from Europe, were but a precarious fuc- 
cour. He took the advice of his council, 
and refolved, as the danger was moil pref- 
fing, to call Europe to his aid. This oc- 
caÍÌoned the embaffy, I am defcribing *. 
The 
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BOO K The firft Sunday in lent came, aIld a 
HI. great council met, where the prelates and 
1185" barons of England were, and the king of 
Scotland, with David his brother, and a 
numerous train of nobles. The propofal 
of the en1baífadors being laid before them, 
they deliberated, whether it \vould be 
moil advifab1e for his Majcfiy, to fuc- 
cour, in perfon, the people of JeruCalem, 
or, agreea bly to his coronation oath, to 
govern, at home, the realm committed to 
his care; and the refolution they, unani- 
l11ouf1y, adopted was moil wife. They 
refolved, that " to rule his own fubjetts 
"with moderation, and to proteil them 
" from their enemies, ,vas more expedient, 
" and filore for the good of his foul., than 
"to march tò the relief of the eaficrn 
"chrifiians. JJ The refolution Henry de- 
livered to the patriarch: "I cannot go 
" myfelf," faid he to him; "but I "rill aid 
" thofe with my purfe, who iliall under- 
" take the journey." Herac]jus was dif- 
fatisfied. "It is not money which we 
"want," he replied, " but a man :" and 
he then requefied that one of the princes 
might be permitted to accompany hilTI. 
The king could not cOlnpIy, as the t,,"o 
cldeft were a bfent: but John, '
e are told, 
in vain petitioned it on his knees. As the 
council feparated, Henry ánnounced a 
genera] leave to an his fubjeé1s to take 
the crofs; and the number who enlifled, 
laity and clergy, at the head of whom 
,,-ere 
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were the primate and Ranulph de GIan-B 00 K 
ville, the new jufticiary, was Incredible.- III 
Henry then went into Normandy with 118 5. 1 
his vifitors, and held a conference, on the 
borders, with Philip. 1"'he refule was, 
that they íhould affift the holy land with 
large fupplies of men and money. But 
the patriarch and his companion, every 
where difappointcd in the fanguine hope 
. of leading a monarch into the eafi, having 
infolently upbraided Henry with infide- 
lity more than Saracenic, turned their fa- 
ces homeward, and f ullenly retired*"e 
Before the king \\:"ent abroad, he haà Prince 
knighted John, and rent him, with a pow_Jo
ngoei 
erful armament, to Ireland, for which he:
n:e- 
had been long defiined. To relate the 
events that had preceded this nomination, 
under the adminií1:ration of Hugh de Lacy, 
is unneceffary. They were various, fnch 
as an unfettled government would natu- 
raIly produce; while the Engliíh, by fuch 
means as their fuperiority ga ve them, 
would extend their conquefis, and the 
lrith, though bent to fubjettion, wou1d, 
fometimes, make a firuggle, and repel 
force bv force, vioJence bv violence. The 
adrniniflration of de Lacý had been ge- 
nerally agreeable to all parties; but Henry, 
with forne reafon, feared his popularity, 
as he kne\tv his ambition. He had once 
recalled him to England, and, jufi before 
this 
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BOO Kthis time, håd named Philip de Worcefier, 
III. to fuperfede him in the viceroyalty. De 
IIBS. Lacy withdrew into Meath, of which 
province he was lord. Philip marched 
northward, and the greater part of DIller, 
into which the bra ve John de Courcy had 
before entered, fubmitted to his arms. In 
the fauth, all was quiet; and to Con- 
naught peace had been reftored, after 
civil war between Roderic and his fon 
Conar Manmoy, which had driven the 
unhappy monarch to a convent. Such 
was the face of things, when prince John, 
in his feventeenth year, landed, in great 
fplendour, at \Vaterførd. Giraldus Cam- 
brenÍÌs, the hiftorian, and preceptor of 
the prince, was Vv'ith him "*. 
JohI?- de Cumin, the new archbiíhop 
of Dublin, an Engliíhman, and late chap- 
lain to the king, and many Engliíh lords, 
received him at his landing. The lriíh 
chieftains of the neighbourhood, who had 
been ever ",.el1 affetled to the new govern- 
ment, then waited on him, and attefiing 
their joy, as the manner of the country 
was, offered him the kif
 of peace. Their 
beards were long and buíhy. Stricken at 
the fight, to them unufual, the young 
courtiers laughed, and even, it is faid, pe- 
tulantly raifed their hands to the venera- 
ble ornament. The infult was decifive. 
They infiantly withdrew in anger; and 
returning 
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returning home, took their families \vilh BOO K 
them, and repaired to the three princes, 111. 
who, as yet, had fOlne power, O'Brian, 118 5- 
called king of Limerick, Mac Arthy, king 
of Cork, and Roderic O'Connor, king of 
Connaught. They alfo were preparing to 
\vait on their young fovereign, at \Vater- 
ford. With indignation, the infulted 
chiefs laid their complaints before them. 
e, We have a boy come to us," [aid they, 
" efcorted by other boys, and boys are his 
"advifers. What cOl1nfels, \;vhat fieadi- 
" nefs, \vhat îecurity can Ire land look for? 
"Shall \ye tamely [ubmit to this?" and 
they repeated the fiory of their beards.- 
The kings reafoned well, that if they, 
who had aI\vays been obedien t to Eng- 
land, had been thus 11 fed, \vhat might 
others expeét, whofe conduét had been Jefs 
fubfervient? On the fpot, therefore, they 
formed a confederacy, binding themfelves 
by oath to forget their own quarrels, and, 
at the perils of their lives, to a{fert the 
ancient independence, the rights, and ho- 
nour of their country *. 
The adminifiration of John \\
as fuch as 
inight be expeCted. He gave the lands cf 
fome Iriíh, though attached to England, 
to the new men he had brought \,\'ith him. 
The injured people joined the enemy. 
The maritime cities and caHles, with their 
difiriQs, and the receipt of the triLutes, 
\vere 
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'B 0 0 K 
'ere committed to men of riot and diffi- 
I III. pation. The command of the forces was 
118 5- no longer in the hands of experienced and 
Heady generals. The frontiers were left 
expofed, while the houfehold troops, ener- 
vated by intemperance, ,,'ould not quit 
the cities. The old foldiers, no longer 
employed or confulted 2 retired in difgul1, 
looking with horror to the near iffue of 
fueh unmanly and unwife proceedings. 
At every turn, the thoughtlefs youth vvas 
ill-advifed; and when he wiíhed to att, 
he was ill ferved, and ill obeyed.-Rode- 
ric left his convent, and the other princes 
collet1ed their forces, and attacked the 
Englifh. Various conflißs enfued, and 
the armies of John, by the f\vord or by 
defertion, wafted away, and a general re- 
volution feemed to threaten. It is faid 
that, Hugh de Lacy, who continued in 
Meath, jealous of the prince's power, fe- 
cretly obfttußed, and brought difgrace on, 
his meafures. Henry faw it was neeeífary 
to recall his fan, which he did, after eight 
months, committing the entire adminifira- 
tion, \vith the command of the forces, to 
John de Courcy *. 
118é. I have mentioned that Frederic and Lu- 
-J cil1s nlet at Verona. Their thev he]d a 
Conduél: . J h .. I d f 
 h . h 
of Frede- councl ,t e prlnclpa ecree 0 
i JC '-'1as 
Tic and againfi thofe heretics, of whom I have 
the pope. fpoken, and againft their abettors. Its 
tendency 
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tendency was moil intolerant,and on it wereB 0 0 K 
conftituted thofe principles, which, a few III. 
years later , gave birth to the tremendous 1186. 
court of lnquijìtion. But though the pon- 
tiff and his imperial colleague could join 
hands to difire[s mankind, they did not 
accord on points, where their O\Vl1 intereft 
was concerned. Lucius demanded the 
refiitution of the lands of the counters 
Matilda, (a donation formerly made by 
that lady to the I
oman church *) ,"Thich 
the emperor, by the late treaty with Alex- 
ander, was empowered to hold for four- 
teen years; and he, as it \vas natural, re- 
fufed it. Frederic, on his fide, .aíked for 
the imperial crown for his fan, Henry. 
" I have not heard of two emperors, at a 
"time," fiernly replied Lucius; "nor 
" !hall I cro\vn the fan, unlefs the father 
"abdicate." The emperor left him, and 
vifited, as a friend, the other 
owns in 
Lombardy. A few months after, the 
pontiff died, and was fucceeded by Ur- 
ban III. 
And now v;as celebrated, at Milan, the 
marriage of that Henry \vith Conftance, 
aunt to vVillialTI, king of Sicily. By 
much perfeverance, Frederic had gained 
this point, which the Sicilians hating the 
German nanle, ítrongly oppofed; and 
,vhich 
7a3 not lefs oppofed by the pope, 
the intereft of \ivhofc court was nearlv 
VOL. I. E e concerned. 
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BOO Kconcerned. William had no children by 
III. his qUfcn, the daughter, as the reader 
I 186. knovvs, of our I-Jcnry; and it \,"as to the 
probable acquiíìtion of aGo
her kingdonl 
to pis family, thát Frederic loòked. The 
evt!nt V\7iIl1he\v how well his vie

s were 
foundcd.-fi"rederic and the ne\v pope 
\vere not better friends. He ,vas a Miia- 
nefe by birth, and archbiíhop of Milan; 
and his dif1ike to the emperor "vas aggra- 
vated by the intemperate conduB of young 
Henry. Urban brought many charges of 
violence and extortion againft Frederic, 
\vhich he repelled, and in a diet, at Ga- 
lenhaufen fublnitted !tis cauCe to the arbi- 
tration of the fiatcs. They fided \vith 
him; but Urban "\vas inflexible, 
nd had 
not death opportunely intervened, v/e had 
again beheld another inglorious fcene of 
difcord. His [uccc{for ,vas Gregory VIII *. 
J 18i. The a.fpctt of things in f
rance aì[o had 
. promifed no continuance of peace. G-eof- 
rïhe de- fj k "'l d . P " 
tention of rey ,,"as lIte at a tournament In arJS, 
Ad
lais lea ving an only daughter; but Confian- 
excItes · h .. pr.. T' 1") b ' l l H " 
1... fi ' l ". tla, IS count",ls, \ì\laS ". Jtl.
 C 1 U. )8 
JIO 1 Itles. I " I " I 
death, t ]ough \'10 ent and untIme y, ère\tv 
110 tears from Benjy's eyes, and fe-vv from 
thofe of others. H-is vOices are upon. re- 
cord, and his v
rtues \vere buried \vith hin). 
Philip, indeed, with whom he ".as plot- 
ting againfi his father's interefi, '\\t-hen the 
accident happened, lamented his 10[s; and 
[orne 
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forne tinlC after\vards, demanded from BOO!{. 
Henry the cufiody of the infant, and of III. 
the dutchy of Bretagnc. Both ,vere rc- 118 7. 
fufed. Bretagne, it is known, ,vas an 
immediate fief under Normandy.- Therc 
'\vere other points in contefi.- The French 
king, on the death of the younger Henry, 
\vith much propriety, had requefied, that 
the portion he had received \vÎth Marga- 
ret, his \vife, as there ",-ere no children, 
1110uld be refiored to the cro'\vn of France. 
That \vas Gifol s and its territory, an in1- 
portant barrier. Henry hefitated; and on 
that occaíìon it \'ras, that the delicate bu- 
finefs of lldclais, Philip's younger finer, 
was again br9ught for\vard. The reader 
".ill recoIleé1, ho\v long í11e had been in 
the old king's cufiody, and that, from year 
to year, he had e\7aded her marriage \vith 
Richard. But no\v, when Gifors was re- 
demanded, he promifed, on oath, that he. 
''1011ld [urrender the lady to his fon; and 
Phili p, in confideration of the 111atch, co- 
venanted to rcfign all claim to the caítle 
and its terr
tory.- The hiftorian fays, that 
Adelai3 ,vas confined, I ike a ca pti ve, j n 
firiB: cunorly. If fo, it \vas in the cafi]e, 
probably, of "Voodfiock, ,vhere the fair 
RofamonJ, aJfo, had once been captive. 
Henrv kD
Vv ho\v to render fuch bondage 
fufferable, particularly ,yhen the pryi
g 
eye of Eleanor "vas a \vay; and her, vvith 
very litt!c interrniilion, he had no"", for 
E e 2 many 
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BOO Kmany years detained, in ferious captivity, 
III. at Winchefier *. 
118 7. 1\10nth8 paífed, and Adelais remained a 
prifoner. The circumfiance irritated Phi- 
Jip, ,,,hen he peremptorily infifted that his 
fiil:er íllould be furrendered to hitD, and 
with her the portion he had promifed.- 
Richard himfelf, occupied \vith 
Tar and 
the free indu1gence of his pailions, feems 
never to have given a thought to thefe li- 
tigious nuptials, under the profped of 
\vhich, hov
.ever he had been originally in- 
vefted in the dutchy of Aquitaine.-The 
kings met, and parting in ill humour, the 
:BalTIC of ,var was inftantly kindled. 
Henry pretended, that the cafile of Gifors 
,vas his, independEntly of any late covenant 
,vith Philip; thus concealing, perhaps, 
fron1 his oV\7n eves, the real Cource of con- 
tefl, ,vhich, th(;ugh it degraded him, is 
knov\1n, I110re than once, to have delu
ed 
nations in blood. 
On both fides, great forces \ycre levied; 
and after the lo[s of forne fortreífes, taken 
by Philip, the armies Dlet in Berry, near 
Chateauroux. Richard, and John, and 
Geofiì-ey, the [on of RofamoJld, (\yhom I 
fl1cntÍoned as bi1hop eleét (if Lincoln, but 
now a 12ynlan,. and chaDcelIor of Eng- 
land)) held the principal command under 
Henry. Both armies \vere arèent for bat- 
tle, and the trunlpct \vas expetted to found 
-\vhen 
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-\vhen tV/O legates from the pope, whOB 0 0 K 
had been in England on other buÍÌnefs, In. d 
fiept forward betvveen the lines, and de- 118 7. 
nounced cxcomlllunication againfi him 
that íhould {trike the fir!! blow. The fury 
of the armies fell; and thcir f words were 
1heathed; and a conference enfued, in 
'i\thich a truce of tvvo years ,vere fettlcd *. 
-But Richard, inftead of returning \vith 
his father, 'attended Philip to Paris, \vhere 
they paired ionle tiu1e in uncommon inti- 
macy" Henry knowing the difpofitions 
of his fon, feared the con[equences of their 
friendíhip, and entreated hÍLl1 to lea ve the 
French court. He left it, and pailing by 
(
hinon, ,vhere his father's treafure was, 
he feized it, and vvithdre\v into Poitou. 
A reconciliation, however, took place be- 
tween them, when Richard renevred his 
oath of fealty, and promifed, in future, to 
be guided by his counfels t. 
Confiantia, duchefs of Bretagne, ,vas 
delivered of a fan. Henry had \ViQled, 
that he íhould be called by his name; 
but the Bretons, affii1:ing at the cerernony 
of his baptifm, loudly delnanded, that he 
íhould be named Arthur, fondly pleafcd 
with the fabulous tales, they had read of 
their Britiíh hero, and trufiing his fpirit 
might defccnd on their infant duke. He 
\vas named Arthur t.-i\nd, in the L1rne 
year, 
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13 0 0 Kyear, France alfo received an heir to her 
rIll. _ throne. On which occafion, the natural 
1187. gaiety of the people almofi exhaufied it[elf 
in excefs of fefiivity. For [even days, and 
feven nights, they fang, and danced, and 
pra yed :Jf:. 
1188. Nc\vs came to Europe that Jerufalem 
Battle of vias taken.-Bald\lvin, the leper, \vas dead, 
Tiberias and his fucceffor, Bald\\7in V. a youth of 
and Iofs eio ht Y ears was alfo dead in I 186 . \yhen 
of Jeru- b' " 
falelu. Guy de Lufignan, the baron \vho had 
treacherou11y murdered the earl of Salif- 
bury in Poitou, by the interefi of his wife 
SibylIa, aunt to the late king, ,vas called 
to the vacant throne of Jeru[alem. He 
was not equal to the perilous fiation. To 
him, however, Saladin granted a truce for 
three years; and this truce, within a few 
months, was íhamefully broken by Re- 
naud de Chatillon, who, iiruing from his 
cafiles on. the fron tier, pI u nc!ered a lVia ho- 
rnetan caravan, and threw the merchants 
into prifon. "Thence let your prophet 
" deliver you;" he [aid in (ultingly. Sa- 
ladin, calling God to \vitnefs the perfidy 
of his enemies, declared the truce ,vas at 
an end, and fvvore, in his anger, that his 
o\vn hand íhould revenge on the reviler 
the unfulted honour of Mahomet. vVhen 
his army was affen1bled, he advanced into 
Galilee, and fiorming the city of Tiberias, 
laid fiege to its citadel. It was bra vcly 
defended 
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defended by the countefs of Tripoli; andB 00 K 
a band of cho[en knights. In the mean III 
,vhile, Guy de Lufignan and the other 1188. 
princes had drawn all their forces together, 
almofi difmantling the to\vns of their ne- 
ceíTary defence. With thetn al[o lvas the 
earl of Tripoli, \vho had been regent of 
the realm; and who, on the acceHìon of 
Guy to the throne, in refentnlent had 
l1lade a treaty \vith Saladin, vvhich he ,;vas 
no\v inducf;d to facrifice to tbe \rvelfaïe of 
the general caufe. They marched to the 
relief of the citadel, about forty thou[and 
firong; and the army of Saladin, which 
doubled that of the chriflians, on the fe- 
conci of July" appeared before them. On 
the follo\ving nlorning, the fight began, 
which l:tfied all that day, and 'Nith the 
next fun, ,vas renc"Vved \vith equal fury. 
But this \vas but a àay of carnage. Out- 
numbered by the enemy, the chriflians 
fell, and the field was a fcene of blood 
and horror. The earl of Tripoli, on \vhom 
lay the principal command, and \vhofe 
arm till now had achieved \
Tonders, feeing 
the defeat, efcaped precipitately. Guy de 
Lufignan, Renauù de Chatillon, the maf- 
ters of the Temple and Hofpital, ann 
fame knights vv-ere taken prifoners. B
- 
fides there, fe\v of the forty thoufand Ii v- 
ed to fee the fetting fun. The crofs, on 
\vhich our Sa viour funered, and \vhich the 
biíhop of Ptolemais bore to the battle, as 
the fign tbat would give them vittory, was 
like\vife 
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:B 0 0 Klikewife taken. This they deemed the 
III. greateft difafier. 
1188. After the battle, Saladin, in his tent, 
rendered thanks to God, and commanded 
the prifoners to be brought before him. 
They ,","ere dying \vith thirfi. "Here," 
faid the benevolent fultan to Lufignan, 
".take this bo\vl of cool Sherbet." He 
drank, and gaye it to Chatillon. Saladin, 
turning to his interpreter, faid : " Tell the 
" king, that it is not I
 but he, \vho has 
" given drink to that man:" alluding to 
an Arabian cufiom, which fecures the life 
of a prifoner from his hand, \vho has 
given him either to eat or drink. So [a- 
cred to them are the duties of hofpitaJity! 
He then difmiffed them to take further 
refreíhn1ent; and in a fecond intervie\v, 
addreffing himfelf to Chatillon, he up- 
braided him vvith his perfidious condua, 
and the infult he had ofièred to the pro- 
phet. "I \vill avenge it," he exclainled: 
" but if thou wilt embrace his faith, thou 
"mayefl yet live." With difdain, the 
chrifiian refufed his mercy. Saladin drew 
his fcymeter, and aimed a blo\v at his 
neck, '\vhich fell on his {boulder. His at- 
tendants did the refit After th is, all the 
knights were maffacr.cd; which feemed a 
juft retaliation, as it \vas a la\v of their 
infiitute never to gi ve quarter to the in- 
fidels. 
The cafiIe of Tiberias furrendered, on 
the next day, and it 
"as follo",.ed by the 
. 10fs 
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lofs of Acre or Ptolcmais. Nor did the BOO K 
remaining cities hold out long. Jaffa, and Ill. 
Ce[area, and Berytus, and Sidon, and 1188 11 
- many more to\vns and cafiles, fell before 
the enemy. Afcalon was given up, in 
ranfom for the king, who ftill was not re- 
leafed; and Gaza [urrendered to a detach- 
111ent from the Sultan's army. On the 
nineteenth of September, he f
t down be- 
fore Jerufalem. 
The. city \vas full of men, but not of 
foldiers ; for they had been ílain on the 
fourth of July" A ,,,",oman and a priefi, 
queen Sibylla and Her
clius, the patri- 
arch, held the chief con1mand. Befides, 
every circu rnfiance, the C;l pti vi ty of their 
king, and a train of difaflrous events, 
preiTed heavy on their hearts. Terms of 
capitulation \vere, therefore, offered to Sa- 
ladin. He refufed them, raying, he \vould 
fiorm the holy city, and revenge, as was 
his duty, the blood of the [eventy thou- 
fand muífulmen, \ivhom their ancefiors, 
'\vhen they took jt, had unpiteoufiy maf- 
[acred. Si by lla ') and the lords of her coun- 
cil, returned for ane wer, that, if he drove 
them to defpair, they íhould know how to 
fell their lives, as became their honour. 
The bold defiance did not irritate the 
bra ve infidel, and he accepted their fur- 
render, on the follo\ving terms: That the 
city íhould be put into his hands in 
the condition it then 'vas; that the no- 
bles and military íhould march out \vith 
their 
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BOO Ktheir arms, and retire to ,,,,hat town they 
Ill. chafe; and that the lnh tbitàdIS might 
1188. have the fame liberty, on p lying a certain 
fiipulated tax on each head, rInd be efcort- 
ed to a place of fatct y . 1-'he fiege had 
lafied but fourteen days, when thetè arti- 
cles '
lere figned. 
Saladin, \'\'ith a religious punBuality, 
adhered to the treaty, and only departed 
from it, in extending his humanity, be- 
yond the bounds of capitulation, to the 
fick and 'iVounded, and releafing thofe 
,vithout ranforn, whofe poverty could not 
fupply the covenanted furn. Sibylla and 
the principal people retired to Antioch, 
and the Latin chrit1ians \vithdre\ïV from the 
\valJs.- Thus V\
as Jerufalem recovered by 
the Mahometans, after it had been held, 
for eighty-eight years, by nine chrifiian 
princes.- The oriental chrifiians '
/ere 
permitted to re,nlain, and the church of 
the holy fepuJchre, and the other p]aces of 
devotion, \vere not polluted; for policy 
diBated to Saladin, that, as the flovv of 
pil6rims to Jeru[a leOl confiituted all its 
,vealth, the 1 tlcrati ve infatuation 'íhould 
not be prohibited. H
 only ordained, that 

Ill pilgrims, in fntllre, íhould COQ1e with- 
out arms) and fubmit to an eaîy duty. 
Antiocn, Tyre, and Tripoli were the only 
tovvOS J W 1 1ich r
mained in the hands of 
h 1. (+
 '* 
tue Cnrl.LdanS . 


To 


flovfden. Neubl ig. SaIad. Vito et 1 ii. 
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To paint the confiernation which fell ß 0 0 K 
on Europe at the firfi report of thefe III. 
difafiers, is not pofiible. The- Iafi trum- 1188. 
pet, calling them to judgment, could not 
h 1 . 11 d h . . h h Prepara- 
aye t1rl e t elf ears Wit greater Or-tions fot" 
ror. No" onder, if the gentle voic
 ofa crufade. 
reafon, vvhicb, in mOlnents of more com- 
pofure, had not been lifiened to, íhould 
no\v ha ve in vain pleaded for a hearing. 
Yet there \vere men, \vho fa 

V the infatua- 
tion, and be\vailed. it; but alfo, their fug- 
geftions, if they had fortitude to warn the 
multitude, would be as l:ttle heeded. 
The kings \vere again in conference 
near Gifors, on the twenty-firfi of January, 
and a mixed- affembly "vas \vith them; 
vv'hen William, the learned bifhopofTyre, 
\vho had COOle from the ean, addreífed 
them on the late defoJation of his country, 
and in painting its 11lisfortunes, pointed to 
the comoJetion of the traplc fcene , vrhich 
i 0 
mufi [oon enfue. The hearts of hig hear- 
ers catched the ".arm impreffion: the 
kings, on the f pot, \vere reconciled, and 
"vith the multitude, took the facred crofs 
from his hand. At the [atTIe hour, fays 
the hifiorian, (fo \yild are the conceptions 
of enthuÍÌafu1!) a crofs appeared in the 
heavens, over the. heads of the aífembly. 
Other fuch íìgns ,,-ere [een in rnany parts: 
but \vho is ignorant of the thou[and forms, 
\yhich fancy can, at \vill, lend to the vary- 
ing clouds r- To difiinguiHl the nations, 
\i\"'hom the cru[ade might engage, the crof- 
fes 
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BOO Kfes of the French were red, thofe of the 
III. Engliíh \i\-hite, and of the Flemiih green. 
1188. The princes then departed to prepare for 
the expedition *. 
At M:
ns, to 

hich Henry repaired, the 
principal barons of the provinces met him, 
and the follo\ving regulations were adopt- 
ed: That all thofe, who did not go to the 
war, íhould, this year, I 188, give the 
tenth part of all their rents and chattels, 
excepting the horfes, arms, and apparel 
of the knights, and the books, cloaths, 
and chapel furniture of clergymen, and 
the jewels of laity and clergy: that they 
,:vho refufed to pay this tythe, be excom- 
nlunicated: that commiffaries be appoint- 
ed .to colIea it in each parií11: that the 
crufaders-, themfelves exempt from the tax, 
receive the contributions of their vaffaIs : 
and that the burge!res and free foemen or 
pe
[ants, \\7ho took the crofs, without the 
]ea Ve of their lords, fbould not be freed 
fron1 the general impo
tionll-Prophane 
[V\rearing ,:vas particularly prohibited, and 
games of hazard, and luxury in drees, fnch 
;15 furs of various kinds, and in the table, 
at \vhich t\VO èifhes of any purchafed meat 
only are allo\'
ed. No man is to take a 
,yornan \vith hirD, unlefs a fingJe 
Tafher- 
\voman, on foot, and of whom there could 
be no [uCpicion; and no one to go in torn 
or 


,,-. 
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or ragged cloaths. The other claufes re- BOO K 
garded the mortgage of efta tes, and the III. 
difiribution of the property of thofe, who 1188.
 
might die in the expedition *.-Such was 
the fiatute enaéted at Mans, and which 
,'Vas to extend to all the tranfmarine pro-' 
VlnceSII 
Thence he came to England, and at 
Gedington near Northampton, convened a 
great council. The above regulations 
\vere read to them, and received. The 
primate having firft taken the crofs, then 
rofe
 and harangued the a{fembly; after 
which many of the clergy and laity, en- 
rolled themfelves in the holv warfare. 
Agents ',Tere fent into the coun'ties to levy 
the tax, \v hich they did vvith great feve- 
rity, committing thofe to prifon, by the 
royal mandate, who were refrattory, till 
they paid the Iafi farthing. The Jews even, 
by a cruel firetch of po\ver, \vere com pe 1- 
led to bear more than their proportion of 
the general burthen, and fixty thoufand 
pounds (little Jefs than a million fierling) 
,vere levied on their chattels. IÌDmen fc 
fupplies, i
deed, were ,vanted, v.7hich 
could not ha ve been raifed by any ordina- 
ry procefs.- The crufade ,,,as preached in 
Vvales by the archbiiliop of Cant
rbury, 
whom the hifiorian, Giraldus, accomp:i- 
nied: but the commiffioners, fent to co]- 
left the tenths in Scotland, "yere not per- 
nlÌtted 
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BOO Kmitted to enter the country, and no con- 
III. tributions, it feeros, v'" ere made froln 
1188. thence * II-Henry then rent minifiers to 
the courts of the enlperors ?f Germany 
and Confiantinople, and to Bela, king of 
Hungary, requeíling a free pafTage for 
himfelf and army through their territories, 
and markets to fupply the neceíTary pro- 
vifions. His requefi \NaS granted t. 
Philip in the mean ,,
hile, was cqualIy 
að:ive in France, where the ordinances of 
Mans ,vere adopted; and his people (hc

- 
cd the utmofi alacrity) forgetful of the ca- 
larnitous iffue of the Iaft expedition, which 
themfelves or fathers had fo recently "7it- 
neífed.-And in Gcrn1any, where William 
of Tyre and a papal legate had preached, 
Frederic called a diet at Mentz; and him- 
[elf took the crofs, in his fixty-eighth 
year, and the princes and nobles of the 
empire were emulou
 to copy his exanl- 
pIe.. There is a letter extant, vvhich, on 
the occafion, he is [aid to have written to 
SaJadin ; wherein, after having mentioned 
]11S prefumptuous and culpable audacity 
in invading tbe l'oly land, he warns him 
to refiore it,. or that, \\
hen twel ve months 
have gone round, he mufi expett to meet 
}lím in the plains of Taneos: " For doefi 
"thou pretend to be ignorant," he goes 
on, " that both tre Ethiopias, and M
n- 
" ritania, and l
crfia, and Syria, and Par- 
" thia, 
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" thia, (where our diélator, Marcus Craf-B 0,0 K 
" fus, immaturely found his gra ve,) and III. 
" J udea, and Samaria, and Arahia, and l188. 
" Cbaldea, and Egypt herfel
 (v
7here a 
" Roman citizen, Antonius, I fay it \yith 
" pain, difgraced his laurels in -the aflns 
" of Cleopatra,) aûd Armenia, and other 
"realms innumerable, are ail fubjcé1 to 
" my fcepter. Kings learnt this, \vhom 
"the ROll1an f,",.ord made drunk with 
"blood. ,lind thou alfo {hall foon learn 
" tbe fame.. What our conquering eagles, 
"what the cohorts of various nations, 
" '\vhat the impetuous German brandií11- 
" ing his árm
 in peace, \vhat tQe daunt- 
"lefs head of the Rhine, what the tall 
" Bavarian, what the crafty Suevian, "\vhat 
" the prudent Franconian, what the Saxon 
" playing with his fword, V\.nat the Wefi- 
"phalian, \vhat the aé1:ivc Brabânter, 
"\vhat the Lorrainer ignorant of peace, 
" \vhat the rcfilefs Burgundian, \\ìhat the 
L. 
"Frifian ad vancing ,vith his f pear, \\ hat 
" the Bohemian rejoicing in death, vv-hat 
"many other people; in a \vord, \\-hat 
" my armJ which thou thinkefl: age hath 
" palfied, íhall be able to effeé1, that g
o- 
" rious day fhall teach thee * ." - The 
 n- 
fwer afcribed to Saladin is not [0 \vild, and 
therefore not fo curious_ 
But the Roman pontifl: it mufi not be 
forgotten, was the foul, \vhich g::l ve vigour 
to 
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BOO Kto the general plan. This was CIClnent 
Ill. III. who, the year before, had [ucceeded 
J 188. to Gregory. He \vrote letters, difpatched 
envoys into different kingdoms, and dif- 
feminated the animating grant of indul- 
gences, as his predeceffors had done, 
whereby pardon of fins, under the condi- 
tion of ÍÌncere repentance, ,vas promiíed 
to the crufaders, and the proteé1ion of 'he 
church.to their families and effetts. Nor, 
at the time, did be lofe fight of his o\vn 
interefi. He treated \Nith the Romans, 
'vhofe fello\v-citizen he was; and grant- 
ing them fame privileges, which their in- 
glorious fenate principally demanded, he 
was permitted to enter the Vatican"'. 

ofiilities But the preparations for diílant war, 
InFrance.'\J\,.hich thus arrefied the attention of Eu- 
rope, co
I_d not preferve the internal peace 
of France. The irritable Richard, pro- 
voked by the mjfconduét of one of his ba- 
rons, dre"v the f word, as he had often 
done, againft his own vairals in Aquitaine, 
and, with the white crofs on his {boulder, 
carried defolation into their towns, their 
lands and vineyards. The rebellion, if it 
might be fo called, \vas cruíhed; "vhen, 
not to remain idl
, \vhile his troops \vere 
on foot, he marched them againfi: the earl 
of Tou!ou:e. The {arl had taken fame 
njerchants prifoners. The impetuous du ke 
overran 
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overran his territories, and captured his BOO K 
caftles; on which he irnplored the aid of III. 
Philip. The king rather chofe to negoci- 1188. 
ate with Henry, who was in England; 
to whom he rent a meífenger, requefiing' 
to know, if it was by his commands, tbat 
Richard thus difturbed the peace, and in- 
jured his vaffaIs ? And he demanded repa- 
ration of the evils he, had done. Henry 
replied, that he had no concern in the pre- 
fent tranfàtlions of his fon, and intimat- 
ed, that he had been informed, that it ,vas 
with Philip's own concurrence, he had hi- 
therto proceeded.- The French king, dif- 
fatisfied with the anfwer, entered Berry 
with a powerful army, of which moil of 
the towns and fortre{fes opened their gates 
to him; and on Henry's demanding, \yhy 
this was done? The reply was; to revenge 
the wrongs he and the earl of TotJloufe 
had received from Richard. The primate 
and another prelate were fent into France, 
to . appeafe Philip; which proving inef- 
feanal, Henry was compelled to leave 
England, and with a large body ofWeJíh- 
. men, he landed in Normandv. Soon an 
army of his continental fubjééts was ga- 
thered round him; but, in the mean time, 
Richard had oppofed the French in Berry, 
and with much aéìivity, had fupported his 
father's caufe '*. 
VOL. I. F f While 
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BOO K While towns and villages were thus de- 
,f Ill. [olated, Henry, whom long experience 
1188. had rendered temperate, by freth meífen- 
gers acquainted Philip, that, unlefs he re- 
paired the wrongs he had done him, he 
mull expeé1 infiant war. "I !hall not de- 
"fift," replied the high-fpirited youth, 
" till the province of Berry, and the Nor- 
" Inan Vexin be fulJjeéled to my domain." 
lIenry entcred the French territory, and 
ravaged the country to the gJ.tes of Mante; 
\vhile Richard was prefent in every attion, 
and difplayed his ufual prowefs. The 
kings, ho\vever, were brought to a confe- 
rence in the plain near Gifors, fo often 
mentioned, under a fpreading elrn, the or- 
dinary place of interview. Nothing was 
fettled, and the conference ending with 
much heat on both fides, Philip, in way- 
ward anger, con1manded the tree to be 
felled, which, \vith its benignant branches, 
had, for ages, given íhelter, fays the hif- 
torian, to his ancefiors and the dukes of 
Normandy. But the earls of Flanders and 
Blois, with other nobles of France, now 
laid down their arms, faying, they would 
bear them no nlore againft cllrifiians, till 
they returned frOlTI P
lefiine. This occa- 
1Ìoned another conference, which ,'Vas 
egually fruitlefs; but, foon after\vards, 
Richard fcnt an offer to the French mo- 
narch, that he \\Tould attend his court of 
juftice, and fubmit his caufe, concerning 
the 
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the refiitution of the territory he had ta-B 0 0 K 
k.en from the earl of Touloufe, to its deci- · III. 
fion; that thus, he added, peace may be 1188. 
concluded between you and my father. 
This propofal of his fon much difpJeafed 
Henry *. 
It was now very generally reported, that 
Henry meant to leave the CrO\iVn of Eng- 
land to John, for \vhom he had ever !hewn 
a partial fondnefs, or to fever from it, in 
his favour, a confiderable part of his con- 
tinental dOlninions t. The report, though 
weakly grounded perhaps, would natural- 
ly irritate, and excite the jealoufy of Rich- I 
ard; and, from this time, he feems to have 
courted the friendfhip, and thro\vn him- 
felf on the proteBion of Philip. He ac- 
companied his father, in the month of No- 
vember, to a third intervie\v \vith the 
French king; ",-hen the latter offered a 
refiitution of the places he had taken, on 
condition, that Henry delivered up his fif- 
ter Adelais to Richard, and allowed him, 
as his heir, to receive the hoolage of all the 
vaffals of his CfO"70. Henry's anf\ver \yas 
peremptory; that he would do neither. 
Warm aJtercations enfucd; but a truce 
was concluded, till the feafi of St. Hilary. 
Richard then, in the hearing of a n ume- 
rOllS circle, entreat(d his father, to fecure 
to hiln, as his heir, the fucceffion of his' 
F f 2 crO\\Tn 
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BOO !(crown.. The king anfwered unfatisfatto- 
Ill. rily, and the fon, in vain, repeated his 
1188. petition: (( I no\v fee," he exclaimed, 
"that to be probable, which I before 
"thought incredible;" alluding, doubt- 
Iefs, to the report I mentioned. Then 
turning to Philip, he unbuckled his fword, 

nd ftretching out his hands, on his knees, 
did homage to him, for all the fiefs his fa- 
ther held in France, \vith a referve of the 
fealty he olved to Henry, begging his af- 
finance to proteB. his juft rights. The af- 
fernbly feparated in afionilhment; and 
Henry withdre\v, revolving in his mind, 
fays the hii1orian, what might be the iífue 
of this 1.1nexpetted tranfaétion. But he 
fent the fan of Rofan1ond into Anjou, and 
himfelf departed towards Aquitaine, to 
provide for the general defence of the coun- 
try * II 
This conduB: of Henry to his fon was 
ungenerous, and almoft ju11ified the fiep 
he took. Experience, indeed, had taught 
him not to [ufrender unneceífary power, 
or to confer unnece{fary honours; for freíh 
on his recolleé1ion was the beha viour of 
his eJdefi fan; but Richard only requefied 
the confirmation of his undoubted claim. 
I am difpofed to think, there was truth in 
the report, of his too partial viC\i\ 7 S on the 
younger brother. And his attachment to 
Adelais 
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Adelais muO: not be forgotten, which is BOO 
 
t he clue, perhaps, that can alone unfold III. 
every minute circumftance ofthefe extraof- 1188. 
dinary proceedings. . 
When t.he truce expired, the allies, 1189. 
whofe forces, during winter, had been much 
augmented, by a very gen.eral defeé1ion 
in the provinces, began their incuríÏons on 
Henry's lands. But a cardi1l.allegate, with 
the olive branch, appeared, and interpo- 
fing all the authority of hi
 mailer, to im7 
pede the further progrefs of war, prevail
 
ed .on the kings to fubmÎt the arbitration 
of their quarrel to him, and to the archbi- 
1hops of Canterbury, of Rheims, of Bour- 
ges, and of, Rouenll A 
onference, for 
this decifion, was appointed at La F.erté- 
Bernard, during the feaft Qf Whjtfuntide. 
They met; and feldom had 
 more brilli- 
ant congrefs been feen. Philip then de- 
manded that his fifier Adelais, \iVhom the 
king, he [aid, had kept in clofe cuflody . 
more than t'Ayenty years, Qlould be furren- 
dered to Richard; that honlage íl]ould be 
done to the duke, by his [ather's vaírals, as 
a fecurityof his title to the throne; and 
that John, infiead of Henry, íhould ac- 
company his brother into Palefiine. If 
thefe conditions were admitted, he '\Jvould 
refiore, he faid, to the Englifh rnonarctJ. 
all the conquefts he had made.. . 
However reafonable, and, on the fide 
of Philip, difintercfied, thefe demands 
may 
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BOO Kmay feem, Henry reje8ed them all : but, 
HI. at the fame tinle, with a weak policy, 
118 9- offered, that he would do more than ac- 
cept the proffered terms, \vould Philip con- 
fent, that Adelais íhou]d be given to the 
younger brother. As becan1e hirrl, he re- 
fufed it. Th
 affembJy, therefore, V\ras 
breaking up in anger, when the legate, 
turning to PhiJip, threatened his' realm 
with an immediate interdié1, if he did 
not compofe all his diftèrences with the 
Engliíh king. " I do not fear your inter- 
diél," replied the fpirited prince, "nor 
" {han I heed it, as it refison no equity" It 
" belongs not to Rome, to pronounce cen- 
" [ures on my realm, when I judge it ex- 
" pedient, for the honour of my' crown, 
'e to chafiife my offending and rebellious 
,e vaffals. But you have tailed the Eng- 
,r liíh fierlings I fee * ."- The obferva- 
tion, I believe, was not lefs true, than it 
was p
inted; for Henry, by ]ong experi- 
ence, had been taught to kno\v, \yhat 
mode of negøciation pleafcd the Romans 
beft. 
Hofiilities recommenced with great fury; 
þut every thing gave way before the fupe- 
Tior 
rength of the combined armies_ The 
earldòm of Maine was the feat of \VaT. 
Henry feared for Mans, and threw hin1felf 
into it, ,",
ith forne chaCen forces. It \vas 
. . th r 
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the city he loved: there lay the body of hisB 0 0 K 
father, and it was his own birth-place. Ill.. 
But it, was attacked, nearly burned to the 1. 18 9. 
ground, and taken. The kIng efcaped 
with feven hundred horfe, abandoning his 
friends in the city, \vhom hehad promifed 
to defend, and íhewing his back to the 
enemy, which till now they had never 
feenll He moved from cafile to cafile, till 
he arrived fafe at SaU111Ur, a firong tow.n 
in Anjoull .' But the confederates, leaving 
the ruins of Mans, marched towards Tours, 
while every fortrefs, on the road, fubmit- 
ted to them; and Tours itfelf ,vas, in a 
few days, al[o taken. On the eve of this 
event, however, with the confent of Phi- 
lip, mediators of great refpeét, the earl of 
Flanders, the duke of Burgundy, and the 
archbiíhop of Rheirns, ,vaited on Henry, 
to propare to him, a plan of general paci- 
fication. He aírentcd to it; for nothing 
elfe, it feemed, could check the torrent of 
misfortunes, \vhich the f uccefs of his op- 
ponents, aided by the increafing defettion 
of his own vaífals, did hourly f \vell to the 
moO: alarming magnitude. He moved not 
from Saum\1r, bevrildered in a maze of dif- 
ficulties, while his provinces ,vere crumb- 
ling round him: and now alfo he heard, 
it is [aid, that many of thofe, he had fa- 
voured mafi, were preparing to leave him. 
Ranulph de Glanville in England, indeed, 
wnere no difcord had yet appeared, was 
con
ajng 
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:B 0 0 l(colleB:ing an army to bring to his affifl'!" 
III. ance; and he had the confolation to have 
. I 89- h is chancellor, the fan of Rofamond, near 
him, who, with the proV\"efs of a warrior 
bad refified the enelny, a nd with filial pi- 
ety íhielded his father, as he retired from 
the flames of Mans. A conference having 
been agreed on, Henry left Saumur, and 
met Philip at a place not far from Tours, 
\i\'h
re Richard alfo was, agd a great af- 
fembly of prelates and nobles. It was the 
t\venty-eighth of June *. 
On no occafion, had Henry corne to an 
interview, \\7ith a mind fo bent and brokel1 
to compliançell Without reièrve, he thre\v 
himfelf on the will of Philip, and began 
by an aét of homage, which, agreeably to 
the ideas of feudal fubjeBion, the late de- 
claration of war had violated. The arti- 
cles of peace were then agreed on :- That 
the princefs Adclais be dcli vered into the 
hands of one out of five perfons, \vhom 
Richard íhould name, to be received by 
him in marriage, at his return from Palcf- 
tine; that 311 Henry's vaífa1s do hOlTIage to 
his elde
 fon; that no baron or knight 
who, in this \var, had joincd RichJ I'd, 
return any more to his father, TInle[s in the 
1aft month before their expedition. to the 

aft ; that the t1rllC of their departure be the 
mid-lent of the follo\ving year, v,;hen the 

wo kings and the duke {hall rendezvous 
at 
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at Vezelai in Burgundy; that Henry payB 0 0 K 
to the French king twenty thoufand III. 
márks of filvcr; that all the barons, fub- 11 8 9. 
jeét to the king of England, [wear, that, 
in cafe their mailer do not fulfil thefe con- 
ventions, they will join Philip and the 
duke, in order to force him into compli.... 
once; that till his treaty,.in aU its parts, 
be executed, the allies keep poífeffion of . 
Mans, Tours, and two cafiles, which are 
named, or, if Henry like it better, they 
will take pofTeffion of Gifors, Pacy, and 
Nonancourt, to be held on the fame 
terms W:. 
The kings during the conference, were 
privately converfing in the field, when 
fuddenly it thundered, and the Jightning 
fell between them. Alarmed, but not 
hurt, they feparated; and the whole com- 
pany, fays the hifiorian, expreífed much 
furprife, as no darknefs had preceded the 
exploíìon. Again the monarchs rene\ved 
their cOllverfation, and a louder and more 
tremendous clap was heard, the heavens 
fiill retaining their ferenity. Henry "7as 
much affetted, and had fclllcn from his 
horfe, had not immediate aßIßance pre- 
vented it. In this agitation, which the 
flouteR minds cannot always comlnand, 
he repeated to Philip the moG unbounded 
fu
miíIìon to his defires, and a compliance 
with each article of the treaty; and then 
requefted 
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BOO Krequefied he might fee a lift of the names 
III. of thofe, who,. in the late quarrel, had 
J 189. gone over to the enemy. The ill-judged 
curiofity proved the broken charaé1er of 
his mind. The lift was given to him; 
and, at the head of it, he read the name 
of John, his beloved child! So clofed the 
conference *'. 
The difafirous events of the war, which 
tarniíhed the glory of his arms; the reflec- 
tion, that it \yas headed by a youth, whom 
he had known a puling infant; the defec- 
tion of many, and the wavering allegiance 
of more; the articles of the treaty he had 
:figned, humiliating to his juft :pride, and 
fu bverÍÌ ve, in one inflance, of a hope he 
had too fondly indulged; the confciouf- 
nefs, which mufi often have recurred, 
that his own un'Ä.arrantabIe conduél had 
provoked hofiilities, and that Richard, 
when the fiory of the quarrel lhould be 
told, \vou1d be deemed far leCs blameab]e 
than himfelf; the ingratitude of John, 
whofe aggrandifernent he had fought, even 
at the expenee of parental duty, while the 
Jove, he felt for him, was tied to every 
fibre in his heart: thefe, and other conf1de- 
rations,forrned a mafs of affiiBing' thoughts, 
which the unfeebled flate of his body had 
not power to refifi. The impetl10fity alfo 
of his temper, which he had not fuffici- 
ently curbed, now irritated by thefe firong 
incentives, 


Henry 
dies. 
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incentives, contributed its own fueI to his BOO K 
defiruBion.-A fever came on; and the III. 
day after the conference, he was conveyed, 1189- 
in a litter, to the caftle of Chinon. The 
chancellor, hearing of his illnefs, hafiened 
to him; but the fatal lot \vas drawn. 
With the fever, the gloom of his mind 
increafed; and as the ingratitude of his 
children pr
ífed hea viefi, he was heard to 
call do\vn the curfe of heaven on them. 
1"'he prelates \vho [urrounded his couch, 
and other religious perfoos, entreated 
him to revoke the curfe. Nothing could 
prevail. He then requefied, to be carried 
to the church; where, laid before the al- 
tar, he received the holy communion; and 
acknowledging his fins, he expired, on the 
third day, in the arms of tbe fon of Rofa- 
mond. He died in the fifty-feventh year 
of his age, and in the thirty-fifth of his 
reign; and was buried at Fontevraud, in 
the church of the nuns, as he had parti- 
cularly requefied. Richard met the body, 
as it was carried to the grave. I-Ie \'rept, 
and joining the mournful train, proceedc:d 
to the abbey, where he affified at the laft 
melancholy rites *. 
To attempt the chara8er of Henry,S
etch of 
while the reader who has vieV\"cd his con_hl
cha- 
d .0. . h r I . . d ra\,;
er. 
Ul.,l, retaIns eac leature on lIS mln, . 
,,"auld be a fuperfluous labour. But the 

efcripti0n of his perfon, which t
ey \vho 
kne\v 
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Ð 0 0 "Kknew him '\vell, have drawn, and fame 
III . f h . . h ..o. 
.. · traits 0 IS prIvate c aral"ler, may not be 

 .J 189. unacceptable.-He was about the com- 
mon fize, much inclined to corpulency, 
and of a form mafculine and robufi ; broad 
in the cheft, and nervous in every limb. 
His complexion was florid, his hair reddiíh, 
filvered, in age, by the hand of time, his 
bead fpherical and capacious, his eyes or- 
bicular and of a grey colour, when the 
JDind vvas calm, thelnfelves mild and in- 
nocent, but in anger, tinged \vith red, 
flam.ing and furious as the lightning's 
ßaíb: his face broad, leonine, quadrangu- 
lar, and his nofe long and well proporti- 
oned.-rr--He negleéted his hands, never 

"earing gloves, but in hawking; his 
clothes were iliort, (on which account he 
has fometimes been called court-nlontle,) 
calculated for expedition, his boots plain, 

nd his bonnet unadorned. His feet and 
legs, it was obferved, were generally in a 
bruifed and livid fiate, from the repeated 
blows of his horfes; yet he never fat 
do\;vn, unlefs when unavoida.bJe.-His 
chief amufements \vere thofe of the field, 
which he purfued ,vith an immoderate ar- 
dour. He \vas on horfeback, before the 
fun was up; often fatigued the nlofi robuft 
fportfrnen in the chace; and returning, 
fometimes late, fat down to a frugal meal, 
which \vas foon difpatched, and was then 
again on his feet, till an early hour called 
him to his couch. Thus by exercife and 
abfiemioufnefs 
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abfiemioufnefs he oppofed a difpofition to BOO K 
corpulency, which i nd uigence would roon _ Ill. . 
have rendered troubJefome and un\veildy. 118 9. 
His hawks were brought from Norway, and 
many from Wal
s; and he VJas particu- 
larly curious in his hounds, that they 
íhould be fleet, well tongued, and con[o- 
nous. 
His l1nderfianding was good, the gene- 
ral powers of his mind far above the o.rdi- 
nary level, and his memory mofi tenacious. 
He \vas fond of reading, well informed in 
hifiory, and poífeífed a natural eloquence, 
,vhich \vhen his temper was unruffled, 
flov\7ed \vith grace and perfpicuity. lie 
was affable and \\4ell-bred, facetious and 
communicative. vVhen the amufements 
of the day, or the ferious occupations of 
war and bufinefs were over, he fought the 
company of the learned, and delighted 
much, in a circle of churchmen, to pro- 
pofe fubjetts for difcuffion, and himfelf 
to attempt their folution *'. 
His vices were the vices of the man, and 
his virtues belonged to tthe prince. If the 
firfi were manifold, fo were the fecond. 
He wiíhed to make his people happy; and 
the burthens he laid on then) were compa- 
rative]y light. Even in the forefi la\vs his 
lenity appeared, becaufe he mitigated their 
feverity, in the eye of his rulir.g paffion. 
But he was little loved, and he died unre- 
grettêd
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BOO Kgretted. The reafon was :-His foreign 
III. engagements detained him much on the 
118 9- continent, during which, in the adrnini- 
firation of his juíticiaries, the laws were 
negleBed; or many evils J from the {tate 
of things, neceífarily difiurbed the public 
harmony. The very circumft.lnce of his 
abfence, to a nation jealous of their honour, 
and confcious of their fuperior weight in 
the [cale of empire, \vas a fubjeé1 of com- 
plaint; and when their king returned to 
them, it was often with a fevere brow, to 
correa abufes, and to enforce the execu- 
tion of the la \vs. The Englilh, therefore, 
,did not love him. They admired him as a 
.warrior, 'W ho extended his dominions, 
and they feerned to íhare in his triumphs. 
-Nor \vas he well \vith his French fub- 
jeé1:s, the Normans only excepted. The 
monarch of France was to them a more 
natural fo\'ereign: he was always at hand 
to..pro-teél them; and befides, it \vas ever 
his ainl) as the fiOft obvious policy diret\- 
ed,' to foment a fpirit of oppofition, to 
hold ont favour to the refraé1ory, and to 
'Íhew himfelfto them, with the benign af- 
peét of their fuzerain lord. 
Henry is general1y ackno\vledged, to 
have been the greateft of our Engliíh kings. 
I will not (1Y, that it \vas other\vife: but 
when, in cool refleétion, we take a vie\v 
of England as he left it, and of each par- 
ticular province which confiituted the wide 
empire of his command, "ve are compelled 
to 
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to o
"n, that he had done little to improve BOO It 
their laws, to correa: their manners, to lII: 
extend their commerce, to diffufe the light 118 9. 
of fcieñce, to fpread the bleffings of peace, 
in a word, to make them a better or a 
happier people. Added to the nominal 
empire he had, Scotland had done ho- 
mage to him, and Ireland, it may be faid, 
had fubmitted to his control. But never 
was a conqueR more imperfetlly fettJed. 
His reign, in a word, was more brilliant, 
than attended by any real benefits; more 
fortunate, than profperous in ufeful and 
permanent fuccefs; and had providence 
added a few more years to its duration, \ve 
íhould have feen it terminate, mofi pro- 
bably, in the melancholy reverfe of all its 
acquired glory. He died unlamented; 
but the experience of the next reign, fays 
the rnoft philofophical of the man kiíh ,vri- 
ters, taught them, in farrow of mind, to 
look back to Henry, as to a great and 
good prince *. 


· Neubrig. c. 24. 
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